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PREFACE* 


This work, is designed for the information of those numerous 
generous hearted citizens of the United States, who so nobly and 
manfully avowed their sympathy for the oppressed Canadians, when 
contending against the mighty power oi Great Britian, lor their 
liberty and independence; but who from the little interest they took 
in the political affairs of Canada, previous to the out-break in De- 
cember, 1837, are necessarily ignorant of the proportion that the 
Canadian grievances bear to those which urged on the American 
Revolution, and whether they were of the nature to warrant an ap- 
peal to arms. We feel convinced that the reader will find in peru- 
sing the following pages, that the Colonial grievances of 1776. how- 
ever oppressive they might have been considered, bear no resem- 
blance in magnitude or degree to those borne by the Canadians in 
1837. Although this work docs not embrace all the grievances, po- 
litical and religious, which they endured, yet it exhibits enough to 
satisfy every candid and rational mind, that any further endurance 
on their part, would be.impiety towards God— treason to themselves 
and entailing on their mouldering dust the maledictions of an ensla- 
ved posterity. They have proved unsuccessful in their first effort • 
but let not the friends of freedom despair; the contest only is sus- 
pended, not given up. The people are getting prepared ; they will 
succeed as sure as the revolution of 7G succeeded, They have sul- 
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fared, and know the value of liberty ; — they will endure but a little 
longer. The propitious day is fast approaching when they wil^ 
arise in their might, and with a united effort substitute the Twin 
Star Spangled Banner of Independence for the Royal Tyrant 
Standard ol England — then America from the Gulf of Mexico to 
l he Artie ocean, will form one great, whole, and happy republic. The 
British government, without designing it, is- hastening on the great era 
of their birth as an independent people. 

Canada must be free! With a fertility of soil and expanse of terri- 
tory sufficient to maintain millions — with a people constantly gazing 
upon these prosperous and independent States-and oppressed as they 
have been, by British tyranny, they cannot long remain enslaved. — 
The broad ocean separates them from their oppressor ; and and if once 
• free, the impregnable walls of their Quebec, the Gibraltar of America? 
will bid defiance to every attempt at future subjugation We fer- 
vently cherish the hope, that the day is not far distant when the Ea- 1 
gle oi Liberty shall soar triumphant over this vast continent, — 
when a vestige of tyranny will not remain, and that the first step 
towards tin's glorious consummation, will be the liberation of Ca-’ 
nada. 

From the first discovery of this continent in 1492, down to the 
glorious era 1776, the flags of the different Europeon powers, who 
claimed diff erent portions of it, either by right of discovery or com 
quest, floated undisturbed over their vast possessions, from Cape 
Horn to the Artie Ocean. 

The only wars thatarose were in the ad justmentof their rival claims 
f o territory ; and in these wars, the colonists ranged themselves ac- 
eordingto their allegiance, with a feeling ol* loyalty of which that 
which is called the “French war’ ending in 1763, with the treaty of 
Quebec, is a memorable example. In this war, they freely spilled 
their blood and treasure in the quarrel of the mother country, with- 
out any advantage to themselves, other than what they derived from 
their being to some extent trained to arms — an advantage they were 
soon destined to turn to a great account 
At the period of this treaty, Great Britain and Spain possessed, 
or claimed to possess, almost the entire northern continent, and, with 
the Portuguese, the French, and the Dutch, they divided dm south- 


ern portion and the islands. These vast possessions were ruled over 
by lieutenants, chiefly military men, and the colonists enjoyed lib- 
erty in various degrees, each bearing some analogy to the state oi’ 
society amongst the people from which they sprung. 

From that period to this, a period within the recollection of many 
now living, a change hastaken place winch lias no parallel in histo- 
ry, either in the magnitude of its conception, or in the grandeur of 
it results. From the time the first blood was shed at Concord, down 
to the present, the history of all the colonies — English. Spanish, 
Portuguese, French and Dutch-stretching along a continent of ma, 
ny thousands of miles, has been one continued scene of successful 
revolt; and, although, as in the case of Washington’s disastrous re- 
treat through the Jerseys, yet the glorious result has taught the 
world, that 

“ Freedom's battle once begun, 

Bequeathed from bleeding sire to son ; 

Though baffled oft, is always won " 

for in no instance have the colonists of any European power, ever 
sheathed the sword after having drawn it, but as independent states, 
The great work, however, is not yet done. One solitary power 
yet lingers; one link in the great chain remains to be broken, and 
that too, among a people who speak the same language, and are 
sprung from the same stock as the Americans. Among them, how- 
# ever, the Patriot drum has been beaten, and the Patriot standard 
unfurled — but the measure of their sufferings is not yet full. Their 
holy aspirations after liberty have brought upon them the very .w>- 
enth vial of the wrath of their oppressors; and like the man of Ma- 
cedonia in the Apostles’s vision they have stretched oqA their hands 
and cried w come over and help usP As yet, however, they ro 
main in bondage — a bondage more cruel, and enforced by an arm) 
more numerous than has been borne by any single colony on the 
entire continent; — although the existence of such an army among 
them must show beyond all question, even to the power that claims 
their allegiance that nothing but that can prevent them from joining 
the great family of Republics. Their history for the last three year# 
has been a history of deadly wrongs and outrages, borne only be- 
cause the oppressed were weak. Taxed without being represented; 
deprived of the right of habeas corpus — ami of power over the sup- 
' *1 
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plies ^—deprived of arms ; prevented from assembling in their town- 
ships— -their best and bravest men executed or banished— a foreign 
soldiery quartered in their villages and hamlets ; — and arms in the 
hands of brutal and bloody orangemen only, while martial law su- 
percedes the regular administration of justice. Thus, and thus on- 
ly, does the last European power support itself in its last foothold on 
this continent, and by such unworthy means, the red cross of St 
George is still kept floating on the turrets of Q,uebe, and waves over 
the Canadas. The United States cannot expect peace whilst Great 
Britian holds possessions on her borders ; they must drive her from 
this land of promise. The Canadians from one extreme of the pro- 
vinces to the other, hunger and thirst after liberty. They desire to 
be partakers of the free institutions of the U. S. Let it then be 
their part to dispense to- them the heavenly gift,— for why should 
they hesitate? 


INTRO BUCTION. 


The immense natural advantages which Upper Canada pos- 
sesses, for agricultural and commercial purposes, are unriva - 
led, perhaps, in North America. A line of water commun i- 
cation extending a thousand miles, and upwards, upon its Iron- 
tier, and embracing a territory of a richly varied and product- 
ive soil, with a salubrious climate, offer rare facilities for suc- 
cessful and rapid improvement. The interior every where 
presents the appearance of a country peculiarly adapted to sup- 
ply the wants created by civilization; and where enterprise and 
industry would be sure to meet an abundant reward. In addi- 
tion to a! I these, if will, no doubt, one day, appear, that Up- 
per Canada is rich in all the useful, if not in the most precious 
minerals, which now lie buried beneath the surface for want of 
enterprise to stimulate the search. The full development oi 
their internal resources, and their active adaptation to the 
wants of a growing empire, need hardly be looked for, so long 
as they remain a dependent colony of manufacturing England. 
It being a part of the colonial policy of that country to make 
her foreign possessions the consumers of the surplus products 
of her overgrown manufactories. Such a course of proceed- 
ing is, no doubt, absolutely, necessary to support the excessive 
trading and manufacturing interests of Britain, and to preserve 
in some degree, the proper relation which ought to subsist be- 
tween the parent stale and the colony; and which, to some ex- 
tent, might be rendered mutually beneficial. But it i9 so ab- 
solutely destructive of that spirit of enterprise which trans- 
forms the wilderness into fertile fields ; that speeds the plough; 
the shuttle and the hammer; plants cities, towns and villages; 
paves the streets, rears the college dome and academy hall; 
gives life and energy to trade and commerce, by cutting artifi- 
cial channels from lakes to rivers, and approximates distant 
places by levelling hills and raising valleys; that gives impetus 
to the axle, and expansive force to steam; peoples the waters 
with walking things of life; and spreads the sail of com- 
merce to every breeze, and wafts the treasures of the far 
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west and north to a populous and thriving emporium and de- 
pository of the nation’s wealth. Do we want proof of this ? — 
Look at Upper Canada with all its transcendent natural advan- 
tages, as it is, and by comparing with the adjacent parts of the 
United States. See what it ought to be, and might have been 
but for the fatal counteracting cause which sits like a moun- 
tain incubus upon Canadian enterprise, and paralizes every ef- 
fort, made to advance its internal prosperity. 

Sixty years and upwards has elapsed since the settlement of‘ 
Upper Canada commenced under the auspices and protection 
ot the British government; during forty-nine years of which, 
they have had a Parliament of their own, and what has been 
the result ? — with a territory containing millions of acres of as 
fertile a soil, as any on the face of the Globe, capable uf pro- 
ducing all the necessaries, and many of the luxuries of li;e 
— Watered by inn umerable streams, abounding with hydraulic 
privileges, and offering every facility to be desired, for the es- 
tablishment of manufactories; the finest forests in the world for 
the ship yard, and every other purpose — the earth abound- 
ing in ores, and salt springs, sufficient, no doubt, to afford an 
adequate supply for the inhabitants, however numerous; and, 
above all, boasting of a constitution, (vain boast !) that is ‘‘the 
image and transcript of the Great Charter of English liberty!” 
— and there they are, more than a century in the rear of their 
republican neighbors, in all the essentials that mark the pro- 
gress of improvement, and determine the state of society, and 
its advancement in the useful arts and sciences. 

It is truly humbling to the enlightened and enterprising spir- 
it of a British subject, to make the comparison between Og- 
densburg, Watertown, Sacketts Harbor, Oswego, Rochester, 
Locfiport, Buffalo, Cleveland and Detroit on the one side, and 
Prescott, Kingston. Toronto, Hamilton, Sr. Catherines, Niaga- 
ra, Queenston, Chippewa, Malden and Sandwich on the other, 
with the intermediate places of lesser note oil either side, and 
the general appearance of the country, as it respects the de- 
gree ol improvement, which each side exhibits to the eye of 
the most causal observer. From what cause resulis this ama- 
zing difference between the two countries ? It is riot from the 
locality, nor the advantage derived from a superior soil, or more 
salubrious climate; these they possess in an equal degree. Nor 
is it because the Americans are naturally more enterpr ising or 
moio intelligent, all things considered, than the Canadi- 
ans. I ben what is it, we ask again; (for the en uiry is an 
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important one,) that causes such marked difference, and so much 
to their disparagement? The answer is a plain one. The Amer- 
icans govern themselves; that is, they elect all their govern- 
ment officers for a limited period. From the chief magistrate, 
to the township constable, every officer holds his power imme- 
diately from the people — from whom he is taken to exercise it; 
and into whose bosom he will return when his short term is out. 
This is the secret,— THE PEOPLE GOVERN THEM- 
SELVES. And if you want a sample of self-government, 
take its result in Western New York, and compare it with U. 
C., which was settled about the same time. See their cities 
and well paved streets, populous towns, and flourishing villa- 
ges* — see their colleges, seminaries, high schools, literary and 
scientific institutions; a common school under the immediate 
care of government in every neighborhood; canals, turnpikes, 
railroads, light houses, salt works, factories, &c. &c., with ail 
extended and rapidly increasing commerce, yielding a revenue 
equal to some of the older states in Europe, and where real es- 
tate has advanced from a hundred to a thousand per cent. — 
Now, let us turn to look at Upper Canada; — how changed the 
scene and how mortifying the contrast to a high souled Eng- 
lishman ! A governor irresponsible to the people, fettered with 
instructions from a colonial office four thousand miles ofl, — 
these often imposed against the very letter and spirit of the 
constitutional act of the 31st. Goo. Ill; — a legislative Council, 
chosen by the King or Queen, for life, who have made them- 
selves independent, alike of the crown and the people; — a rep- 
resentation worse than nominal; — the revenues squandered on 
worthless pensioners, Bishops and Politico-Priests; — the public 
lands frittered away by thousands to parlizans and parasites; — 
three millions of acres sold to a company of land jobbing spec- 
ulators, residing in London, for forty-three cents per acre, and 
resold by their agents, to the poor emigrant, at five, ten and 
twenty-five dollars per acre. The sales of these lands per 
year amount to one million; every cent of which is shipped to 
London. Sixteen thousand dollars of the Post Office ttix on 
letters and newspapers, pocketed by r the secret manager, and 
the balance sent to England without the consent of the province; 
the annual casual and territorial revenue, amounting to nearly 
half a million, never accounted for; — the proceeds of the sales 
of the clergy reserves paid into the military chest and incor- 
porated with the finances of Great Britain, in lieu of being 
appropriated to provincial purposes; — the people taxed without 
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their consent; the money so raised apprporiated without their 
leave; — unequally represented in the assembly; — the laws they 
pray for always negatived, by that mockery of a House of 
Lords, the Legislative Council; — an Established church, with 
15,000,000 acres or one seventh of the province as a reserve, 
(Canada’s first and last curse;) — their commerce restrict- 
ed to the English market; — having no voice :n the enacting ot 
the laws regulating their trade; — their commercial prosperity 
retarded; — immigrants of wealth and influence induced to avoid 
their shores as a land of pestilence and famine; — the Province 
millions in debt;— the St. Lawrence Canal ab ndoned, for want 
of means — a dark, dismal ditch in the midst of desolation— a 
monument of lolly and mismanagement. 1 oronio, with its 
six or eight thousand inhabitants, the scat of government, the 
residence of her Majesty’s representative, and my Lord Chief 
Justice, of the Honorable and Right Reverend, and honorables 
without reverend, with all the sub and dishonorabtes, judges, 
counsellors, barristers, attorneys, magistrates, sheriff’s mayors 
aldermen, &c., — Toronto, the senior of Rochester and Buffa- 
lo, some twenty years, a foul, loathsome, disgusting capital, 
abounding in filthy lanes and alleys; muddy and unpaved 
streets, and as a whole, presents a dreary and disagreeable as- 
pect, both from its low situation, and the mean and contempti- 
ble appearance of the buildings; generally, the contrast is so 
glaring, that the observer becomes disgusted with the latter, 
and delighted with the former. 

It is a well known fact, that the better sort of British and 
Irish emigrants generally come by the way of New York; and 
in passing from thence to Upper Canada, an ample opportuni- 
ty is afforded them for witnessing the unparalleled prosperity 
and improvement, which is every where so conspicuous on the 
whole route,-they naturally enquire the cause, -it is ascertained, 
and from the glowing descriptions they have had of Upper Ca- 
nada, they expect to meet with similar results there: hut the 
sad disappointment they are doomed to experience, is fatal to 
the prosperity of that ill fated country, — nine cases out of ten, 
they become citizens of this great republic. 

Could Upper and Lower Canada show them their young cit- 
ies rising up, as if by magic, among the stumps and trees; 
cculd they show them their Oswegos, Buffalos Clevelands and 
Detroits — very Liverpool^ in miniature — together with their 
liberally endowed colleges, scientific and i.tcrary institutions, 
flourishing academies in every district, and common schools in 
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every neighborhood, ail educated people, and above all, a gov- 
ernment liberal in its views and measures, magnanimous aud 
impartial in the distribution of public offices — not engendering 
party feuds and sectarian jealousies, but pursuing a conciliato- 
ry, dignified course by harmonizing the great whole, wisely 
disposing of the public revenues, developing new resources, 
awakening the latent energies of the people, and directing to 
the accomplishment of deeds of noble enterprise; — could the 
Canadas do this, they might boast of a population abounding 
in wealth and enterprise; and for which, the most prosperous 
of the republican states might be searched for a parallel. — 
Only let them have such a government, as most certainly they 
will, sooner or later; and we will engage that the people of 
Upper and Lower Canada, who are not wanting in enterprise, 
will soon wipe off the reproach of national indolence and stu- 
pidity: — but let the government be republican — let true genu- 
ine democratic feeling flow through every vein to the fingers 
end of the body politic — let the government diffuse, by its own 
examples and measures, a high minded national spirit into the 
people — let every public institution be based upon the broad 
principle of democracy, and all preference to any favored sect 
withdrawn — let it frown upon every association whose object is 
to disturb the peace and quiet of others, and deprive them of 
the free exercise of their constitutional rights; — let this be done, 
for done it will he, and Canada will, then become a nation, 
“great, glorious and free.” It is sickening to review the nar- 
row and illiberal course, pursued by the imperial government, 
towards her Canada possessions, for nearly fifty years. From 
the instant the machinery of her government was put in opera- 
tion, “corruption took the lead of every manly virtue,” and 
the affairs of the government daily progressed from bad to 
to worse. The causes of this was, the irresponsible form of 
the government, in which, the people had no share; and a 
firm determination on the part of those in power to resist those 
salutary reforms in their institutions, which the increasing 
want3 and intelligence of the country rendered necessary. A 
system of espionage and corruption, exercised on the elections, 
particularly at the election of Sir F. B. Hoad’s mock Assem- 
bly, rendered the franchise of no avail to the majority of elect- 
ors. Trade ruined; public confidence destroyed; constitution- 
al rights denied; a sham representation of the people; a mock 
House of Lords; a deaf and dumb executive council; an untir- 
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ing effort of that bane of colonial prosperity, the legislative 
council to crush every measure intended to redress abuses; ail 
of which, considered, rendered their condition mean and mis- 
erable. What country under heaven not debased by total ig- 
norance of right, liberty and justice could submit so quietly, 
and so long, under oppressions so grievous and intolerable? — 
Their petitions were frequently answered by adding occasional 
links to their long chain of grievances; at other times soothing 
them with promises, which were made, only to bo broken, and 
when deception, treachery and injustice had roused them to 
desperation, in vindication of their constitutional rights, they 
were hunted as beasts of prey, arraigned by sanguinary courts- 
martial; hung, banished, 'their properties burnt; women and 
children turned out houseless, in the dead of the winter, to beg 
or perish in the snow. 

Such are the outlines ot Canadian grievances and miseries, 
in the year 1837. But we are much deceived in the signs of the 
times there, if the Canadas are not on the eve of taking an onward 
and a glorious march towards liberty anti independence. The 
sordid baseness of the sanguinary compact; the grovelling in- 
solence of the Orangemen, the injustice of half a century, the 
determination to maintain an irresponsible government, and 
the atrocious climax of the wholesale burnings and banish- 
ments, must awaken a storm, that will desolate the last fortress of 
despotism in North America. 


CHAPTER L 

Settlement of Upper Canady by the U. B. Loyalists, 


Previous to the American revolution, numbers of the 
timid settlers, residing in the middle, northern, and east- 
ern provinces, forseeing the rapid approaches ot an inevi- 
table storm , and in order to avoid the horrors oi a civil 
war, emigrated with their families to different parts oi what 
is now called, Upper Canada* These, though they depre- 
cated resistance to the constituted authorities, vet secretly 
wished well to the cause of freedom and the rights oi man. 

On writing back to their friends, they represented Upper 
Canada to be superior in soil, and as genial in climate as the 
land they had left, and induced hundreds to dispose of their 
pr ope rty and see k re f uge in the wilds oi til e n or tb; W hen 
the revolution broke out in all the fury of civil war, hun- 
dreds more followed their example, wending their way 
through forests and swamps, in dread of the Indians by 
day, the wolves and panthers by night ; enduring every 
species of hardship and privation. Many of them perished 
in the wilderness, from extreme suffering and want, During 
the heat and progress of the revolution, there was a certain 
class of unprincipled tones, who were too cowardly to 
serve in the ranks of the oppressors of their country, whose 
cause they traitorously favored, and who, like nil freebooters, 
plundered the unoffending of cither side, indiscriminately. 
These, as they rendered themselves obnoxious, sought an 
asylum in Upper Canada, to avoid the righteous vengeance 
of an insulted and outraged community. The descendants 
of these worthies constitute the bulk of what is now called 
the Family Compact. They inherit all the tory rancor and 
bitterness of their ancestors against republican principles 
and free institutions. 

In 1783, after the ratification of peace, the royal provin- 
cial corps, raised during the sangniriary but triumphant 
contest, to aid the oppressor against the oppressed, were, by 
2 


14 


SETTLEMENT OF UPPER CANADA, 


a general order, marched to be disbanded, some at St. John’s 
in the Lower, and some at Niagara, in the Upper Province, 
By a royal proclamation, issued some time previous to 
their disbandment, it was stipulated that each individual 
composing these corps, as \$e!l as those who otherwise as- 
sisted the royal cause, and all those remaining in the Uni- 
ted States, who still adhered to their allegiance, and were 
desirous of accepting his majesty’s gracious proffer, should 
receive grants of land — the former according to the rank 
each respectively held in the service, and the latter the 
same as the privates. To each of these, by the proclamation, 
was alloted two hundred acres, as a royal bounty, and 
another two hundred as a consideration for his services— 
his wife was to receive two hundred acres more, and their 
issue, also, as they became of age, two hundred each, wheth- 
er male or female, free of all fees and charges whatsoever. 
How far this was adhered to by the Canadian government, 
wilt hereafter appear. 

These two classes formed the first permanent settlers of 
Upper Canada, and were distinguished from other British 
emigrants, by the term of United Empire Men. or, as they 
are now generally known, U. E. Loyalists, From 1783 
to 1812 , the province was rapidly settling by emigrants 
from Europe and the United States. In 1789, tile popu- 
lation, although very scattering, amounted to nearly sixty 
thousand souls. At this period, a convention of delegates 
from the different sections met, to take the affairs of the 
province into consideration. In the course of their delibe- 
rations, it was unanimously resolved to petition the Impe- 
rial Parliament to set them apart from the Lower province, 
and grant them a government, based on the British Consti- 
tution. 

Here it may not be amiss to show the folly of those igno- 
rant delegates, as it respects the British Constitution.— 
Correctly speaking, there is no such thing in existence. 
There is, doubtless, and has been, for ages, plenty of gov- 
erning power in England ; but, as to a Constitution, or 
supreme law, regulative of that power, there is no such 
thing. The British government is made up of old usages, 
old charters, old fictions, and old prejudices : it may 
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also be added, old and new corruptions— the whole, 
too-ether, presenting a standing, and wonderfully lasting, 
scheme of mystification. Examine it in the whole, or in 
its parts, the sign may be found, but the substance will be 
missing — the name, but never the thing. The key to the 
trick consists in lodging the, Vhole controlling power of 
the state in the hands of a body of individuals, called the 
Commons, or representatives ol the common people or 
working classes ; but who, in fact, represent the three bo- 
dies of men living at the expense of the people, viz. hold- 
ers of land: holders of real, and of false capital; and 
holders of office, place or pension, in the gift of the crown, 
either directly or indirectly. With the assembly thus com- 
posed, is lodged the power of statute-making; and the 
accumulation of statutes, super added to the two old royal 
charters, called Magna Ghana, and the Bill of Rights, 
whose few popular and not quite obsolete provisions, the 
irresponsible and omnipotent statute-power can abrogate 
or suspend, whenever they threaten to be troublesome — 
the accumulation of its statutes, as made, altered, and revis- 
ed, to fit every exigence of the hour, is ingeniously styled 
the British Constitution. America’s first political fathers 
had evidently, deeply studied the complex machinery of 
British government, and distinguished where the shoe 
pinched. The Puritans of New-England, the choice spir- 
its of the commonwealth of the mother country, came hith- 
er determined to establish popular power in its reality. 
They did so ; and their descendants are now enjoying the 
distinguished privileges of the most liberal institutions, and 
popular government, the ingenuity of man ever devised. 
How different was their opinion of the British Constitution 
to that of the Canadian delegates ! The former prefered 
the rights of man in general, and acted accordingly; the 
1 alter the corruption' of the past and present ages— the 
Tights of the privileged few to govern the mass. The one 
enjoy liberty, in its widest sense ; the other are curtailed of 
all its essentials. But to return: 

In 1791, the Imperial Parliament enacted the 31st Geo. 
IIP, dividing the province of Quebec, into the Upper and 
Lower Provinces. The same year, Gen. Simcoe was ac- 


16 


SETTLEMENT OP UPPER CANADA, 

credited the first Governor of the Upper Province, with in- 
structions to explain to the people the nature of the new 
constitution, which was granted agreeably to their request. 
In his opening speech from the throne, to their first assem- 
bly, he said : “ He was the bearer of a boon, which had es- 
tablished the British Constifution, and all the forms which 
secure and maintain it, in 1 hat country;” and in closing 
the same session, he said, “ At this juncture, 1 particularly 
recommend to you to explain to your constituents that this 
province is singularly blessed, not with a mutilated consti- 
tution, but with one which has stood the test of experience, 
and & the very image and transcript of that of Great 
Britain 1 ,!’' 

Be posing all confidence in these glowing assurances 
from the Grown, the settlers vainly ex"ulted in the posses- 
sion of the British Constitution, instead of an independent 
republic, and under it they dreamt of all the blessings of 
civil and religious liberty under good and responsible’ go- 
vernment. This Constitution, so’ highly spoken of, as the 
grand result of the wisdom of successive enlightened (vene- 
rations, with all its supposed attractive beauties, turned out, 
in reality, a mere delusion, without tangibility, form, or 
comeliness;, a jack-’o-the-lantern, receding and changing 
its position as often as it is approached ; a’kind of Proteus 
or chameleon, assuming any shape or any color required. 
The colonists in vain attempted to comprehend its princi- 
ples and define, its limits * lor like the north-eastern boun- 
dary of the United States, it was neither here, nor there, and 
yet presumed to be somewhere. Had these simple settlers 
reflected, for one moment, they would never have peti- 
tioned for the “ image and transcript" of a constitution 
so extremely complex and intangible as that, under which 
the government of Great Britain is administered. This 
tc image and transcript’ ' of the British Constitution grant- 
ed to the Canadas, and which Gov. Simcoe lauded so high- 
ly, has Irelands bane, and Canada’s first and last curse, 
.written on it in bold relief, viz. one seventh of the province! 
or 15,000,000 of acres, appropriated forever to an estab- 
lished clergy, whose members never did, nor do, and per- 
haps never will, number over one to ninety and nine of the 
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other churches, taken together. It certainly was a wick- 
edly contrived act on the part of those who framed it, in- 
asmuch as their own experience must have convinced 
them that, in the very wording of the act, « a protestant 
clergy” would always create serious clerical contentions, 

The English Episcopal Church, being the established 
church of England, and the Queen its defender, has saris 
ceremonie, claimed, and without asking the people, taken 
possession of' the whole, from the first ; snapping her pious 
fingers in defiance of all the other Christian churches, to 
the no small annoyance of the province. The consequence 
is, that pensioned hypocrites and hireling priests are daily 
multiplying by its means, for base political purposes. The 
whole history of these l£ reserves" has been, and still con- 
tinues to be, one of ceaseless discord, bitterness, and angry 
strife. Their very title bears the imprint of a moral pes- 
tilence. There is but one voice, through the length and 
breadth of the province regarding them; and, if they are 
not speedily disposed of, to the satis facti on of the people, 
the sequel will yet be written in the blood of her choicest 
sons. As these “ reserves" are situated, they form a great 
obstacle to the improvement of the province, without being 
productive of any corresponding advantage. 

The series of political disabilities, persecutions, blood- 
shed and corruption which those heedless delegates en- 
tailed on themselves, their descendants, and tub province, 
by obtaining the image and transcripf of the British 
constitution, will cease, only when the boundary line is 
laid deep in the Atlantic. 

After the peace of ’S3, a large proportion of those so ten- 
derly and affectionately denominated the U. E. Loyalists, 
for fighting tor a vanquished crown against a triumphant 
people, were, for want of means to remove, constrained, 
contrary to their inclination, to remain in the United States, 
the forsaken of both parties. It is remarkable, that the 
American Independence was recognised by the British go- 
vernment without a solitary sentence in the treaty of peace 
to secure their safety or protect their interests. They were 
unceremoniously left to the mercy of the conquerors. It 
seemed like an ungenerous abondonment ; but the issue 

2 * 


18 


SETTLEMENT OF UPPER CANADA, 

proved that the new republics could not only achieve 
their liberty, but justly value and nobly use it. The U. 
E.’s were left to the mortifying and humiliating view of a 
revolution unparalleled in the history of the world, the 
success ol which they labored to defeat, and the glory of 
which their conduct' tarnished. They were thus left ns 
the enemies of liberty, among a free people : as surviving 
warriors of loyally, who had aimed wounds and death 
against their offspring, kindred, aud friends; and they lived 
under these circumstances, a life of compunction, remorse, 
and shame, with the finger of scorn pointed„by their own 
children, against them, as the friends of despotism and 
as traitors to the cause of their country. 

Immediately on Gov. Suncoe’s assuming the reins of 
government, which was eight years after the peace, these 
unfortunate advocates of British supremacy wrote to Sim- 
coe, showing him their unpleasant situation, and request- 
ing to know what encouragement the government would 
give them on coruing to Canada, and renewing their alle- 
giance. A proclamation was forthwith issued, to all such, 
to come to the province. Grants of the finest and most fertile 
waste lands of the Crown, were secured to them and their 
children, and they were assured they should have nothing 
to envy in the country they were about to leave. Relying, 
with the most implicit confidence, on the faith and sincerity 
oi the proclamation, they gladly accepted the overture: and 
abandoned the happy and prosperous country they attempt- 
ed to enslave, with its free institutions, went to repose for 
second time beneath the congenial shade of the “image 
and transcript ” of the British Constitution. 

In England, they have a King, with his executive eoun- 
cji. commonly called his Cabinet, selected from his Privy 
Council, a Mouse ol Lords, and a House of Commons. In 
Canada they have corresponding institutions, viz. a repre- 
sentative of the King, with an executive council, a legisla- 
tive council, and House of Assembly. In operation, it was 
supposed that these institutions would in a manner corres- 
pond with Great Britain ; and that the executive council, 
under oath, would as fully and freely advise the Lieut. 
Governor on their affairs, as the cabinet ministers in Eng- 


BV THE U. E. LOYALISTS. 


19 


land advised the King. This is what the “ image and 
transcript ” was supposed to confer for the internal man- 
agement of their purely domestic affairs. It is what Sim- 
coe announced ; it was what their liberties demanded, and 
lor want of which their liberties have dwindled away. ^ * 
Under this delusion they continued till the arrival of Sir 
Francis Bond Head, who, even upon a superficial view of 
their melancholy condition, engendered by the mal-admin- 
istration of successive Governors, before him, exclaimed, in 
one of his addresses to the people : “ The grievances of 
this province must be redressed; impartial justice must 
be administered ; the people have demanded it; the 
King has decreed it ; and f am here to execute his gra- 
cious command. Delay will only increase impatience!!" 
And he has with melhncholy truth portrayed their condi- 
tion, as “ in population li/cc the ‘ parish of Alary -Ic-boue j 
in revenue inferior to many an English commoner ; in 
honesty , so deficient as not to have impartial men enough 
to aid him in carrying on his government; and in pros- 
perty, like a girdled tree, standing with its drooping 
branches , in the flourishing continent of frorth- America; 
as a bone which has been picked and sucked of its mar- 
row; as a tree of abuse, in which wicked men have built 
and feathered their nests at the expense of the people; 
and as a beggared country , from which mechanics were 
seen in groups flying as from a land ol pestilence and 
famine .” This was his language shortly after assuming 
i he administration. The hopes of the people, for an imme- 
diate redress of their grievances, were raised to the high- 
est pitch. All were looking forward for better times ; when, 
lo ! a few months afterwards, he publicly announced that 
that they had not the British Constitution, nor its express 
image and transcript ;” that “ if they had it, it would ruin 
them in three months;” that all that Gov. Simcoe had said 
was a hoax, a mere high sounding flourish of words; that 
their grievances were ideal, the mere chimeras of unprinci- 
pled demagogues ! ! At this sudden and unexpected an- 
nouncement, the gratuitous reflections on their poverty and 
ignorance; his declaring that they had no real grievance 
to complain of, after acknowledging them in so public and 
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solemn a manner, and declaring his determination to re- 
dress them, astonished all classes of the community. It was 
soon seen that that deadly upas of Upper Canada, the curse 
of the American revolution, which he himself called the 
“bread and butter compact,” had discovered Ins weak side, 
blinded his eyes, and perverted his judgment, by their de- 
ceptive admiration of his superior talents und abilities, in 
governing the poor, ignorantCanadians, a la 'mode Anglais. 
The coulusion that succeeded baffles description. Meet- 
ings were held ; petitions and remonstrances, from every 
township in the province, were forwarded, with dispatch, 
to the imperial government, representing the true state of 
their humiliating affairs, adjuring them, as they valued the 
connection between them and the mother couu try, to inter- 
pose their authority, recall Sir Francis, and redress the 
grievances, which lmd become so intolerable that the peo- 
ple could no longer enduie them. These were answered 
by promoting the Knight to a Baronetcy. His vanity, af- 
ter this mark of her majesty’s approbation, became insuf- 
feiablc; all hope of an amelioration of their affairs by the 
British government, were scattered to the winds. Despair 
succeeded to hope; and there was nothing left them hut 
to look about lor another state of political existence. For 

they saw themselves without a responsible government 

poor, wretched, girdled, pestilenced, Mary-le-boned, and 
bankrupt, and overrun by locusts, who were feeding, on 
the fairest fields of the province ; while, on the other handr 
they beheld the Americans peacefully governed by a pow- 
ei delegated by the people, and periodically revertirio - to 
them for a fresh emanation ; with pure and unbribed chris- 
ti an churches, abounding in wealth and commerce, and 
n l that can render people happy at home, and respected 
abroad L lie U. E. Loyalists themselves, were disappoint- 
ed, and found much to envy in the country they had left 
Let those who rove in the realms of fancy, and think 
patriotism is merely (he handmaid of loyalty; who deem 
that devotion to the latter, even at the sacrifice of country, 
wi 1 surely reward them with happiness and glory, listen 
to the fate oi the U. E. Loyalists who survived the Ameri- 
can revolution. 
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M. Burwell, in a letter to C. Cushing, Esq. of the A- 
merican Congress, gives, with exultation, the following 
extract from Gen. Brock’s proclamation, at the commence- # 
meat of the late war : 

“ Let no man suppose that, if in this unexpected strug- 
gle, you should be compelled to yield to an overwhelming 
force, that the province will be eventually abandoned. 
The endeared relations of its first settlers ; the intrinsic 
value of its commerce , and. the pretensions of its rival 
to possess Canada , are pledges,” &c. 

The first settlers, so affectionately mentioned, were the 
U. E. Loyalists ; men who fought in the revolution for 
the King against the people; for the despotism of a colonial 
office, against the liberties of their country. For this they 
were promised a reward in lands. And what has been 
their treatment 1 After their services had been rendered, 
their “endeared relation” was forgotten, and the gift was 
clogged with conditions which took away all its value. Set- 
tlement duties were required to be done, to a certain ex- 
tent, and within a fixed time, or the gift was to be forfeit- 
ed ! ! The gift was first made, as earned by past merito- 
rious services, and then taken away, under pretence of . 
non-compliance with ex-post facto requirements. Many 
had not the means of complying with these conditions; 
and all felt that, when they had made the expenditure on 
the land, it was money and labor lost without any certain 
jo r adequate return. It would be shocking, to make out a 
catalogue of false certificates, founded on perjury, of the 
performance of settlement duties, in order to evade an op- 
pressive and ungenerous impost upon the lands of U. E. 
Loyalists. But thousands of these “endeared relations,” 
finding their “ gifts” impaired in value, sold them to land 
speculators for a trifle. After some years, when the U. E. 
lands had, under these circumstances, accumulated, for an 
almost nominal value, in the hands of speculators, the same 
irresponsible government, suddenly relieved all these lands 
from these settlement duties ; and thus, the property which 
those of this “endeared relation” had been coerced, by of- 
ficial regulation, to part with at a trifling value, were, by 
the repeal of those regulations, at once raised to a high 
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value, without encumbrance, in the hands of purchasers. 
Thus, a few have aggrandized immense estates, at the ex- 
pense of the just claims of the U. E.’s — claims which have 
been impoverished by the vacillating policy of a venal, 
corrupt, and irresponsible government, forgetful of those 
“ endeared relations” in their hour of need. Some, it is 
true, less driven than others to dispose of their claims for 
what they would yield, awaited the result of time. What 
is their condition ? They must accept inferior lands, or 
none ! ! If they desire to locate in favorable and fertile 
townships, they are told, These are reserved for actual 
settlers only and, if unable to leave the homesteads of 
their earlier days, they plead for exemption, on the ground 
of these « endeared relations,” they are coldly repulsed, and 
lelt in mortification and chagrin, to abandon the “ gift ” or 
take it in remote parts of the wilderness — unreserved, be- 
cause of little or no value. 

Their fate was no better after the late war. When their 
services were wanted, they were talked to, as were the In- 
dians. They were called “ children of their great father 
across the great waters.” Well,— they fought ; and, at the 
close of the war, the Prince Regent thanked them for their 
valuable and highly appreciated services. They fought in 
that war to maintain the “ right of search,” and oppose 
“free trade and sailors’ rights”— that is, the right claimed 
by Great Britain to board American vessels at sea, examine 
their papers, passengers, and crew, and then seize, take and 
carry away any of their fellow subjects, who, tired of a 
life on the ocean, were joining the tide of emigration to the 
western world. Right or wrong, they fought for it ; and 
sustained, in the contest, great loss of property. Thev 
were promised that they should be paid all the losses they 

had sustained. And how has that pledge been fulfilled' 1 

The war closed in 1815; and in 1836, after the lapse 
of upwards of twenty years, the losses were paid, after 
great deductionsTrom the assessed value — and paid too 
out of their own pockets! ! They, the sufferers, ’were 
obliged to tax themselves to pay a part ; and the govern- 
ment professed to pay the rest— but not without the aid of 
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their casual and territorial revenue. Bow truly they have 
said “we were promised all our losses, daring the late 
war! but had, in the end, to pay ourselves.” This was 
ao-ain forgetting those of an “ endeared relation. 

D O -3 


CHAPTER II. 

Alien Bill and Clergy Reserves. 


But the most cruel cut of all, was the detestable Alien 
Bill. After twice fighting for British supremacy, they lit- 
tle thought they should survive to be called aliens ! But 
they were coolly told, that when the independence of the 
United States was recognized, all, without distinction, 
domiciled in that country, became citizens of it, and aliens 
to Great Britain. The treaty of peace made no provision 
in their behalf; and the very nation for which they liad 
fought, and whose cause they had espoused, at the hazard of 
fife and fortune for eight miserable years, made them aliens 
with the same dash of the pen, which made tire revolution- 
ists free. Their hearts were wrung with an agony of feel- 
ing. But it was the just retribution of Heaven, to punish 
them, for aiding the cruel oppressor in enslaving the oppress- 
ed. Heaven smiled on the righteous efforts of the oppress- 
ed sons ot freedom, and said, “ be free!” be happy and 
multiply; but to the oppressors, the enemies of liberty, and 
the rights of man, “ Be thon in thy turn oppressed and 
humbled, and learn the difference between slavery and 
freedom..” 

The U. E.’s had long gloried in the name of British sub- 
jects ; and were often betrayed into insulting expressions 
against the republicans as aliens. But if it was on their 
part a delusion, it was not without excuse. The govern- 
ment professed to regard them as of an “endeared relation;’’ 
the first governor, by proclamation, invited them as sub- 
jects ; and in the 31st. Geo. Ill, a British act was passed in 
its tone, provisions and objects, beguiling them into the 
same credulity. Upon the faith of these allurements, they, 
as well as other American born similarly situated, set- 
tled in Canada ; and performed all the duties and exer- 
cised all the rights of subjects, both in peace and in war. — 
They fought against the Americans as British subjects in 
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the last war, never dreaming, that, as aliens to Great Brit- 
ain, and citizens of America, the Americans might hang 
them for treason. An act was passed in 1814, entitled “an 
act to declare certain persons therein described, aliens, and 
to invest their estates in his majesty” and it recited that 
“many persons, inhabitants of the United States of Ameri- 
ca, claiming to be subjects of his Majesty, and renewing 
their allegiance as such by oath, had solicited and received 
tracts of land from his majesty, or become seized of lands 
by inheritance, or otherwise, in the province, From 

this act they could not doubt their right to leave the Uni- 
ted States, claim to be subjects of His Majesty, renew their 
allegiance, if it had been suspended, hold lands and exer- 
cise the rights of subjects. They were, therefore, thun- 
der struck, when, in 1825, they were pronounced aliens; 
that, as such they could not hold lands,, and that all titles 
obtained by sales through them were so tainted as to be 
absolutely null and void; and also that, as aliens they could 
not exercise the elective franchise,or sit in the House of As- 
sembly, although they had exercised those rights undispu- 
ted for thirty years. They were thrown into consternation; 
the province was up in arms, and nothing but the fear of 
their enemies and the patriotism of some of their public men, 
saved them from disfranchisement, and the country from ru- 
in. This strange treatment, of inviting them there as subjects 
using them as such in war, and in peace making the great 
discovery that they were aliens, and calling into wanton 
dispute their political and civil rights, was rather cold evi- 
dence of their “endeared relations.” Had they not much 
to envy in the country they left? Who can blame them 
for rising in arms ? What rendered their circumstances 
the more keenly felt, was the reflection, that after all their 
personal efforts and sacrifices, during two wars, to main- 
tain British supremacy; their acknowledged “endeared re- 
lations” to that supremacy, had no other effect, than finally 
in making them aliens. It was mortifying, and they 
felt it in the extreme. They could not, as one ot them said, 
“look upon the morning sun, or follow its glorious course 
through the sky, without looking towards that prosperous 
family of republics, whom they, in the folly of their pride 
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and ignorance, labored hard and perseveringly to reduce 
to their own degrading state of colonial bondage, without 
regret and remorse” They felt that they had eaten sour 
grapes, and that, tor their political sins, their children's teeth 
were set on edge. They were convinced that the only 
atonement they could make, was to set the example to their 
offspring, that “ rebellion to tyrants was obedience to God” 
I hey have done so, and as long as the British hold a foot 
of land m North America, it will never be lost sight of.— 
The blood of the slaughtered and strangled sons o'! liberty 
tlie tears oi widows and orphans, the anguish of those 
doomed to chains and slavery, in far foreign lands, the suf- 
lenngs oi banished exiles in foreign climes; with the sMis 
of their “ endeared relations” in the Canadas, all cry aloud 
to Heaven tor vengeance. The storm may appear hushed 
toi the present, but it is the ominous calm precedi ncr a vi- 
olent and desolating hurricane. The day of retribution 
wnl come, and woe to him who daie resist it, 

1 he reader will bear in mind that Simcoe was appointed 
the first governor of Upper Canada, and of whom it maybe 
truly said ,that he was the best they ever had. The constitu- 
tional act ot which he was both the bearer and the first ad’ 
mmistrator, had embodied in it. as he fairly saw, the bane 
ol Canada's luture peace and happiness, viz : an esta blis h, 
ed cicrgy^appropri ation. Some years previous to the division 
oi the province ot Quebec, in to the upper and lower province 
the Surveyor Genera! had orders from the home govern- 
ment, to lay out the l, pper province into districts; these into 
counties; the counties into townships of ten miles square- 
and these again into concessions, containing a certain num- 
ber ot 200 acre lots. The patents granted for the lands 
thus surveyed, have all the mines they might contain, and 
the white pine which grew on them, reserved for the use of 
the crown. Gov. Simcoe, on assuming the administration 
advertised those of the old settlers, who had received pat- 
ents for their lands, that it was highly necessary that they 
should forthwith, apply to the proper office for new ones 
having the new great seal of the upper province attached 
o them. T. hey did so. But what was their surprise, and 
that ot the U. E. Loyalists in particular, who were promised 
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their lands free from all encumbrances, when in addition 
to the former crown reserves, they found one-seve?ith of 
their farms appropriated for Clergy Reserves! 

The feelings engendered by this unexpected, high hand- 
ed clergy clog, were any thing but friendly to the new con- 
stitute m meetings were hc.Ul” resolutions were adopted in 
1797 , al which the following are extracts. 

“That the union of the church with the state^ affairs in 
this province, issnbversivc of the true interests of both, and 
contrary to the express declaration ofthe Saviour, who 
said his kingdom was not of this world. 

| That no civil goverment has any right to interfere be- 
tween man and his Maker, by imposing on him any mode 
of worship, whether in accordance with the dictates of his 
conscience or not. 

“ That the endowments of any church with one seventh 
of the lands of this magnificent province, is detrimental to 
the interests of religion, the settlement of this country, an 
infringement upon the just rights and privileges of the pop- 
ulation, subversive of its future peace and happiness, and 
contrary to the declared wishes of its inhabitants.” 

Such were the sentiments entertained, at this early period 
of the government, towards an established clergy. Sim- 
coe advised the home government, of the bad feeling crea- 
ted by this ill advised appropriation, and ardently recom- 
mended a different disposition of it, as the peace and fu- 
ture welfare of the province required it. He was directed 
to reserve every seventh lot or concession in lieu of the one 
seventh of every lot. The inhabitants considered this 
some relief: yet the idea of imposing on them a clergy es- 
tablishment, with an appropriation in any shape or manner, 
was highly galling to their feelings. In 1797 they for- 
warded a petition to the Imperial government, requesting, 
the reserves set apart, by the constitution, to be disposed of 
for the purpose of general education, — that an established 
church, if persisted in, would kindle party strife, and reli- 
gious jealousies, and animosities, and finally terminate ill 
open rebellion. This was answered by another appropri- 
ation of half a million of acres of the people’s property for 
the support of a grammar school in each district, and an es- 
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esablished church college, for the instruction of the youtfi 
tin the faith and doctrines of the King's church. 

The next grievance that succeeded, was the legitimate 
offspring of the former. The English church being thus 
established, by the constitution, it was enacted that mar- 
riages performed by any minister, not of the established 
order, should be, to all intents and purposes void, and the 
issue illegitimate : and the minister officiating, should on 
conviction, be liable to fine, imprisonment, or banish- 
ment, at the discretion of the court. 

On the first establishment, or settlement of the province, 
the favorite clergy were so few and far between, that the gov- 
ernment, to suit the convenience of the settlers, empowered 
magistrates, not residing within eighteen miles of an estab- 
lished clergymau, to perform that duty ; but rather than en- 
courage the former, whose creed they did not profess ; or 
employ the latter, who were generally half pay Officers, 
and men of rather easy morals, hundreds of them, adopted 
the only alternative, crossed into the United States with the 
minister of their own profession, and there were married 
according to the ceremony of their respective churches. 
INor are Dissenters, even, now, permitted to marry their 
own members, until they prove their ordination, obtain a 
license and certificate of their qualifications, from that most 
miserable of all courts, the magistrates in Quarter Sessions 
assembled. These courts are admitted, by all who ever wit- 
nessed their proceedings, to be the ne plus ultra of bigotry 
and ignorance. Many of the magistrates, until lately, 
could hardly make their mark ; yet they are the learned 
body hom the legislature appointed to pronounce upon 
the qualifications of learned Dissentiug ministers ! An- 
other serious evil arising from the same source, is, that 
while the government grants a salary of 400 dollars per 
annum to the teachers of the few district grammar schools, 
none but professed members of the established church are 
allowed to officiate ! And, until Gov. Colbourne’s admin- 
istiation, none but a clergyman of that church, was permit- 
ted to officiate as chaplain to the Assembly; nor was any ever 
allowed to perform the duties of an executive or legislative 
councilman, but members of the same church. A con- 
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lieetion With it was the only passport to offices of trust, 
honor or emolument. Their clergymen were, besides their 
respective portions of emolumentsarising from the 15,000,- 
000 clergy reserves, paid by the home government eight 
hundred'dollars each, yearly, for officiating once a week, if 
the weather would permit his reverence to ride in a cush- 
ioned buggy to church, while the ministers of the Scotch 
established Kirk, Piesbyterian dissenters, Methodists, Bap- 
tists, &c., were allowed nothing. Yet, although these dis- 
sentiug ministers, in their knowledge, morality, and use- 
fulness. were admitted to be as far superior to the state 
paid clergy, as the light of reason is to the darkness of 
ignorance, they were nevertheless compelled to undergo 
the degrading ordeal of a mock theological examination, 
before^ a court of Quarter Sessions, of half pay^ officers 
and others, as ignorant as they axe illiterate. This is a 
part of the blessed effect of an established church — a sore 
and crying evil. 

During the succeeding administrations of Gov’s. Kussel, 
Hunter and Gore, the affairs of the province, as each suc- 
ceeded the other, assumed a still more serious and decisive 
character. Restrictive and oppressive measures abounded. 
Taxes were levied on square logged and framed houses, 
brick and stone houses, and chimneys ; on cultivated and 
uncultivated lands of resident holders, while non-residents 
were exempt : on horned cattle, and horses two years 
old, pleasure wagons of every description, grist and saw 
mills, &c., besides county and district taxes. In fact every 
thing of any importance was taxed, that would bear being 
so. The choice of the public lands were frittered away in 
thousands of acres to executive and legislative councillors, 
and to hungry, worthless minions in and out of office. — 
Even Gov. Russel granted to himself “Peter Russel, Esq. 
ten thousand acres of the waste lands of the cro wn. Pub- 
lic functionaries sought only the means of their own ag- 
grandizement in the oppression of the poor settlers. A 
principle of sordid grasping was manifested in every de • 
partment. The policy pursued by the executive in the ex- 
ercise of their patronage in the disposal of offices and crown 
a nds, exercised a corrupting downward influence. The 
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stream was poisoned at the fount. From the goveraoi ,to the 
lowest functionary, all was unmitigated selfishness. The 
more respectable class of emigrants crossed the line soon 
after their arrival in the province, and the expectations of 
those who hoped to see their adopted country filled with 
a hardy, enterprising and industrious population, backed 
oy men o( capital and skill, whereby the resources of the 
proviHcc might be developed, were cruelly disappointed. 

1 lie scandalous abuses which existed in the Land grantin'* 
department, arrived to such a pitch of monstrous magnitude 
that the home government felt itself imperiously called 
upon to interpose with the Land council. In fact, the cor- 
ruptions, and system ol patronage and favoritism pursued 

. admlmstr , ation , a * rived 10 such a degree of 
]) olligucy, that no part of the British empire, however cor- 
rupt, ever witnessed the like. f 

The poor Scotch Highlanders, who in 1797, Sand 9 were 
driven, by distress from the land and home of their fore- 
fathers, and to whom portions of land were promised, 

ohi ‘r d 1'" T sef l uen « of their d 'staut location from the 
older settlements, want of roads, the poverty of the settlers 

who could not employ or furnish them with the means 
to improve their grounds, derive any benefit from them.— 
Hundreds crossed the St. Lawrence to gain a liveli 
hood on easier terms. Their descendants are now 
wealthy citizens, many of them filling offices of honor and 

wor V me /«W er . t | ie best ; and happiest government in the 
woild. I he legislature, in place of encouraging settlers 
by expending the public moneys, on opening roads and lines 
of communication between the newly surveyed townships 
and the old frontier settlements, sought only plausible pre- 
tensions, to apply them to their own seHLhpnrpo^ 
The revenues of the province were altogether unaccounted 
for ; the settlers left to make their own'roads as best they 

envt i," ? they ndvanced b y their industry, from pov- 
erty to competence, government taxed them accordingly 
1 heir commerce was restricted to the home market • heavy 
taxes imposed on every foreign article, tea, suo-ar’ coRbc 
sail, raw and manufactured if™, molaWand'linuoreS 
orery description. Large sums wore thus annually raised. 
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aswell by other local taxation, which were neither cor- 
rectly accounted for, nor judiciously expended. Mr. Weeks, 
a liberal member of the Assembly, was shot, for insisting 
on a responsible government. Mr. Wilcox, editor of a lib- 
eral paper, for exposing the barefaced corruptions of men in 
office, was compelled to abscond. The people's affection 
to the government was fast decaying, for their petitions 
were unnoticed or disregarded ; their grievances increased 
each succeeding year ; their country, fertile in soil, abound- 
ing in natural resources— was prostrated and ruined by 
ruthless minions, whose places in offioe'gave power to op- 
press. Thus the affairs of the province progressed from bad 
to worse, until the declaration of war in June, 1812. War, 
at best, is looked upon as the greatest calamity that 
can befall any nation, but at this particular crisis, it was 
bailed by a great majority of the Upper Province, as the 
harbinger of "their final deliverance from colonial misrule 
and oppression. 

Sir George Provost, Governor General, and Commanoer 
in Chief of British North America, at this eventful period, 
being well aware of the defection of the majority .in both 
provinces, issued a proclamation, promising, at the termina- 
tion of the war, grants of laud to all who should voluntari- 
ly turn out in defence of his majesty’s crown and dignity, 
a redress of all real or supposed grievances, a full compen- 
sation for any loss they might sustain during the unequal 
contest— a pension during life to those who should receive 
wounds or be otherwise disabled. This had a considera- 
ble effect on the French Canadians. But when the war 
was over, the object obtained, and their services no longer 
required, these sounding piomises, were as usual, soon for- 
gotten, and the poor habitans left to chew the cud of dis- 
appointment. A similar proclamation was addressed by 
General Sir Isaac Brock, to the subjects of the Province of 
Upper Canada, which, (except upon the Glengarry Scotch 
Highlanders,) made little or no impression on the Upper, 
Anglo Canadians, whose defection was too deeply rooted to 
lie easily removed. 


CHAPTER HI, 

Glengarry, and its settlement by die Highlanders. 


may n . ot > Perhaps, be amiss, in this place, to °ive the 
leader a brief history of the settlement if G ent ry by 
these once exiled Highlanders. 3 y ’ Dy 

Shci'tly after the defeat of the Chevalier Prince Charles 

W ai 17H *r m ? h m v b f? e ofG 8Uen, on the 16th 
April, 171b, where the Highland claymore for the ffe^r 

^proved ineffectual agafnst the bJyonet and snperSm- 

»Suirite'MnL h0P rf n ' llyi ,”” *** romcd clamwa* 
*=>, ven up, the l mice, alter a consultation, deemed it neecs 

sary to dismiss his remaining fait! ifa] adherents with or 

be bafflS' F 6 ^ by dlffereiU ways > that their enemies mndit 
be baffled by the variety of their routes. Hundreds rad 

er than trust to the clemency of their enemies at% 'J\fX 

aSLSf “•«! 

slaughter of men, women, and children, for thirty miles 
fuaie, lepaired, with all possible secrecy, to the different 
seaports, and there embarked for the American colonies 

! i! ! f* mva ’ they sou aht out the settlements of their 
p osuffled countrymen, the patriots of 1715, and there set 

irate*"* of N ^ York >^ « 

In a few years, after the fury of the royalists ceased 
ud neighbor began to repose confidence in* neighbor the 
celebrated heroine, Flora McDonald, and her 
band embarked lor the latter place, to spend the remainder 
sin gMariy chequered and romantic life with her exiled 
countrymen, m the bosom of the gitrantie forests of A men - 
Previous to their embarking, (o^acco® S!| t™ 
pled faithfulness, unshaken and virtuous adherence thro 7 
good and evil report, in concealing and conducting throuffli 
Jlyp' P6 J lIs al , m0st ^credible, the hunted" and p"r- 
fhF n r,nCe ;, f0r whom > by a roval proclamation hhTv 

in ^oLoa of such w 
conduct, the reigning family conferred upon her several 
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tokens of the royal favor, for which she proved grateful ev- 
er afterwards. When the revolution broke out, in all the 
violence of civil war, her husband, in consequence of ad- 
vanced age, and the personal obligation they were under 
to the royal House of Hanover, urged her return with him 
to Scotland, to enjoy the sere of life in peace and quiet- 
ness. She complied. ’ But a little prior to their departure, 
she called upon her exiled countrymen for the last time, 
and in the most affectionate manner, enjoined them to re- 
main neutral, if possible ; but if compelled to bear arms on 
either side, by all means, to throw the weight of their good 
broad swords in the scales of freedom; for, said she, “hea- 
ven will, Ultimately, crown with success, if their hearts and 
energies fail not, the heroic efforts of the assertors of their 
country’s rights; especially, as in the present instance, when 
armed "with justice and truth." They understood her well, 
and with heart and soul, embraced the cause of the npp ras- 
ed sons of liberty; of whom the chivalric M’Donald’s 
deeds of valor and daring exploits, are indelibly recorded 
in the pages of the revolution. The gallant Monroes, Ma- 
thesons, Mac Kays, and Gunns, also convinced the British 
in many a hard fought battle, that their martial ardor was 
not quite extinguished in the bloody field of Culloden. The 
descendants of these hardy exiles, are at this day classed 
among the most reputable citizens of Yirginia. 

But their copatriots, who settled in the colony of New 
York, were not so fortunate in their determination. Gen. 
Howe, the then commander in chief of tile British forces 
in North America, oil hearing that the Scots inVirginia had 
joined the continentals, and were among the most active of 
the opposers of British domination, despatched Sir John 
Johnstone to the Scots settlement on the Mohawk — Gapt. 
James Craig, afterwards Governor of Lower Canada, and 
Lieut. Donald Cameron of the Regulars, to other parts, to 
induce the Highlanders to join the Royal standard, and to 
convince them, that their interest and safety depended on 
their doing so. 

They persuaded the uninstructed Highlanders, that the 
rebels had neither money, means, nor allies; that it was im- 
possible they could for any length of time, withstand the 
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mighty power and means of Great Britain; that their prop, 
erty would be confiscated, and apportioned to the loyalists 
who should volunteer to reduce them to subjection. The 
Highlanders having duly weighed these circumstances, 
came to the conclusion, that the Americans would, like the 
Scots, in 1740, be ultimately overpowered : — that it was, 
therefore, to their interest, as they would not be permitted 
to remain neutral, to join the British standard. 

The greater part of them volunteered under the com- 
mand of Sir J. Johnstone, and served faithfully with him 
until the peace ol LS3. On the exchange of the ratifica- 
tion of peace, these unfortunate Highlanders, saw them- 
selves once more berelt of house and home. The 
reward of their loyalty', and attachment to British suprema- 
cy, alter fighting the battles ol England 1 for seven long and 
doubtful years, and sacrifiicng their all, was finally, an un- 
generous abandonment by the British government of thei: 
interests, in not securing their property and personal safety, 
in the treaty of peace. The object for which their services 
were required, not being accomplished, they were uncere- 
moniously left to shift for themselves in the lower Province, 
among a race of people, whose language they did not un- 
derstand, and whose manners and habits of life were quite 
dissimlar to their own. Col. McDonald, a near kinsman 
ol the chief of that name, and who had, also, taken an act- 
ive part in the royal army, daring the revolution, commis- 
erating their unfortunate condition, collected them together, 
and in a lriendly manner, in their own native language, in- 
formed them, that if it were agreeable to their wishes, he 
would forthwith apply to the governor for a tract of land 
m the upper Province, where they might settle down in a 
body ; and where, as they spoke a language different to that 
of the natives, they might enjoy their own society, and be 
better able to assist each other. 

This, above all things, was what they wished for, and 
they therefore received the proposal with gratitude. With- 
out much farther delay, the Colonel proceeded to the upper 
Province, pitched upon the eastern part of the eastern Dis- 
trict; and after choosing a location for himself, directed his 
course to head quarters— informed the Governor of his 
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plans and intentions, praying him to confirm the request of 
his countrymen, aud prevent their return to the United 
States. 

The governor approved of his design, and promised ev- 
ery assistance. Satisfied that all was done, that could 
reasonably be expected, the Colonel lost no time, in com- 
municating the result of his mission to his expectant coun- 
trymen; and they, in a short time afterwards, removed with 
lnm to their new location. The Highlanders, not long af- 
ter, proposed to the Colonel as a mark of their approbation 
for his services, to call the settlement Glengarry , in honor 
of the chief of his clan, by which name it is distinguish- 
ed to this day. It may be proper, to remember, in this 
place, that many of these were the immediate descendants 
of the proscribed Highlanders of 1715, and not a few the 
descendants of the relatives of the treacherously murdered 
clans of Glencoe (for their faithful and incorruptible adher- 
ance, to the royal family of Stuart,) by King William the 
3d, of Bloody memory, the Dutch defender of the English 
Christian tory taith. But by far the major part, were the 
patriots of 1746, — the gallant supporters of the deeply la- 
mented Prince Charles Edward, and who, as before stated, 
had sought refuge in the colonies, from the British dun- 
geons and bloody scaffolds. 

It was not, therefore, their attachment to the Britsh crown, 
nor their love of British institutions, that induced them to 
take up arms against the Americans ; but their fears that 
the insurrection, would prove as disastrous to the sons of 
Liberty, as the Rebellion and the fatal field of Culloden had 
been to themselves; and that if any of them were found in the 
rauks of the discontented, they would be more severely 
dealt with in consequence of their former rebellion. Their 
chagrin was great indeed, especially, when they compared 
their former comfortable circumstances, in the state ol IXew 
York, with their present miserable condition; and particu- 
larly, when they reflected how foolishly they had permitted 
themselves to be duped, out of their once happy homes by 
the promises of a government, which they knew from for- 
mer experience, to be as false and treacherous, as it was cru- 
el and overbearing. They settled down, but with no very 
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friendly feelings towards a government which had allure} 
them to their ruin, and which at last, left them to their own 
resources, after fighting their battles for eight sanguinary 
years. Nor are their descendants, at this day, remarkable 
for either their loyalty, or attachment, to the reigning l'ami 
ly. These were the first settlers of Glengarry. It is a sin 
gular circumstance, that, nearly all the Highlanders, who 
fought for liberty and independence, and who remained in 
the U. S-, afterwards became rich and independent, while 
on the other hand, with a very few exceptions, every indi- 
vidual, whether American or European, who took up arms 
against the revolution, became blighted in his prospeects. 
Witness the U. E. Loyalists of Upper Canada; the refu- 
gees of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. It seems, as i! 
a curse had been entailed upon them and their children. 

The second class of Highland emigrants that settled ir 
Glengarry, although of another description, were as mucl 
harrassed and as much the dupes of the British govern 
ment, as the former. Immediately after the battled' Cul- 
loden, the feudal system, which in the highlands of Scot- 
land, was based on the mutual interest of the chieftain and 
vassal, being then entirely dissolved, the highland chief 
saw no reason why he should any longer keep uphispridt 
by retaining a numerous clan, l ie, therefore, determined, 
to rid himself of his poor dependants and let his premises tc 
a more productive class of tenantry. It was not, therefore, 
uncommon to see from one to two hundred families turned 
adrift, and the farms which they iiad occupied, converted in- 
to one sheep walk, for the accomodation of a southern shep- 
herd; or, as it was termed in the country, a hundred and 
fifty or two hundred Highland smokes going through one 
English chimney. The poor people were thus disposses- 
sed of their small farms, and compelled to dispose of then 
stock for little or nothing, because there were no persons 
to e pur chase, but those who supplanted them. In this dis- 
tressed situation they were cast on the world. Ignorant of 
any other language, but their own native Gaelic, and nevei 
having travelled beyond the limits of their native vallies; 
they were perfect strangers to the ways and manners oi 
the world. The few that could muster means to pay their 
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passage to America, whither they were desirous to emigrate 
were afraid to venture on the sea. 

The British cruisers and ships of war had positive orders 
from the Admiralty to prevent the departure of emigrants 
from iheliigtands of Scotland, and to press such able bodi- 
ed men as they found on board the emigrant ships. These 
orders were carried into execution, and hundreds of them, 
who were foolhardy enough to venture on the ocean , were 
pressed, half seas across, — the father and husband, forcibly 
separated forever from the wife and children ; the widow’s 
son, the solace and stay of his mother, dragged from her ma- 
ternal arms. On the arrival of this news, the Highlanders 
no longer attempted to emigrate ; they wandered through 
the lowlands for employment, but could find little in conse- 
quence of their not understanding the English language. 
In this deplorable situation, the reverend and philanthropic 
Alexander McDonell of the Roman Catholic church, found 
i hem 3$ sheep without a shepherd, and as strangers in their 
native country. Affected by their distressed circumsiances, 
he conceived the idea of getting them embodied as Pcnci- 
hie corps hi his majesty’s service, with the young chief 
rVTcDouell of Glengarry, for their Colonel. A letter of ser- 
vice was accordingly issued to raise the regiment. It was 
no sooner embodied, than (he rebellion in Ireland broke 
out. The English government, true to their motto; 1 di- 
vide and conquer,” knowing this regiment to be entirely 
composed of catholics, ordered them to that unfortunate 
country, to imbrue their hands, in tlreir brother catholic’s 
blood, and assist in annihilating the last vestige of Irish lib- 
erty. These Highlanders, whom the Irish called the dev- 
il’s bloodhounds, both on account of their dress, and habit 
oi climbing and traversing the mountains, had greatly the 
advantage in every renconter; so much so, that they reduced 
in a few months, the brave Holt’s independent, irishmen, 
from a thousand strong, to a few scores. Holt, seeing his 
numbers so fust diminishing, surrendered to Lord Bowers 
court, and was transported to Botany Bay. Dwyer, anoth- 
er Irish chieffan, after almost his whole party had been kil- 
led nr taken, was at length surprised in a house, with a few 
of his remaining followers, by a party of the Glengarries 


3S 


BY THE HIGHLANDERS. 


Here, he defended himself and killed some of his pursuers, 
till the house being set on fire, he was shot while endeavor- 
ing to escape, naked through the flames. 

The Marquis Cornwallis, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
and commander of the forces, was so well pleased with the 
services of the Glengarry Fencibles, that he recommended 
them to the particular notice of the British Government. — 
But mark, when the object of their enlistment was accom- 
plished. and government, had no farther need of their ser- 
vices, these brave men were disbanded, with a bare thank 
ye ! “W hat,” said one of these gallant sons of the moun- 
tains, ' ; is, 'thank ye,’ all the reward we are to recei ve for as- 
sisting to reduce the patriot Irish catholics to English sub- 
jection? It may do very well for an Englishman, but it is 
not bread for a Highlander. 1 ’ 

Thus they were again thrown on the world, but with 
their English a little improved, as poor and destitute as ev- 
er. Struck, a second time, with their forlorn condition, the 
Reverend and humane Priest, Me Don ell proceeded at his 
own expense to London, to represent i heir destitute situation 
to the government, and to endeavor to induce the ministers 
to lend them assistance lo emigrate to Upper Canada, where 
mrtuy of their friends were a Bendy settled. Mr. Adding- 
ton, the then Premier, expressed his deep regret, that so 
brave and faithful a portion of his majesty’s subjects, who 
had so distinguished themselves in their country’s service, 
and from whom no murmurs or discontent were ever heard; 
should be compelled to quit their native soil by the harsh 
treatment of the government, and transfer their allegiance 
to the United States; — and promised that assistance would 
be granted them to proceed to Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 
or Cape Breton: but assured the Rev. McDonell that his 
majesty’s government considered the hold they had of Up- 
per Canada, ".so slender and so precarious, that he did 
not feel himself at liberty to assist British subjects to 
emigrate to that colony The priest replied, that if as- 
sistance were tendered upon a liberal scale, it would allay 
the irritated feelings entertained by the Highlanders 
against their landlords, whose cruel conduct was identified 
with the system and operation of the government. Mo re- 


on 

SETTLEMENT OP GLENGARRY 

over, the Scots quitting their country in this exasperated 
state, and settling in the United States, l’eadi y imbibed - 
publican principles, and a de let mined antipathy to die hn - 
|sh exoverument ; whereas, by diverting the tide ot emigra- 
t'ioniDto the British colonies, their population won Id be 
creased, and their affections might bp reconciled, by tl 
parental conduct of the government towards them Mi - 
Addino-ton at length procured for him an older, .vith _ 
si„n manual, to the Lieut. Gov. of Upper Canada, to grant 
200 acress of land to every one of them who snouki mm c 
in the province. This was no sooner known than the High- 
land Chiefs took the alarm, and considered this oiler as an 
allurement to entice their vassals away, i hey procured an 
act of Parliament against emigration, partially compelling 
the Highlanders to enlist m the regular service. 1 hey 
represented iu strong terms the loss his majesty s would sits- 
tain .by permitting them to emigrate in their exasperated 
state that they would become citizens ot the United (Mates, 
and deadly enemies to the British government. I- ortun- 
ately, however, before the bill went into operation, the Ke\ . 
Mr " McDonell procured shipping for a number of them— 
On their arrival at Quebec they proceeded immediately to 
their friends in Glengarry, where they settled down with as 
little of friendly feeling towords the British, as the first set- 
tlers had, and with the exception ot a few in office, their 
descendents are not remarkable for their loyalty to tins day. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

War of 1812. 

Wg will now return to the war of 13 To „„,t r 

**X»* ■&“<» °“ 'lie people ol the LW’r," vtacT * 

SSSSn^ISS 

lliifepsiSi 

s?=sysic|S5- 

!SiS¥- 

culars, in a great measure, had the desired eiffect AnniX 
otter was written to Priest M’Doneil. of G|p,X‘ A er 
him, in the strongest manner to affine ihn n- ^ ur S in S 

who was himself of a 


-landers immediately after mass, calling on their loyalty* 
giSuSn, theti of 

meats of their countrymen m . r& would 

U[a that he was sure the spirit of then ancestors wu i 

iLulme them m defence of their country, to nva tom 
flppr1 q ni heroism : that tliev might depend upon his s. 

pSrt^SiesfS 

those who should be disabled m tlie sci v outiw 

roii'.iderable impression on the minds ot the \ ouu ■ 
tS“S «1 W more experienced «*•* ^ 

2S«-,.nd by rfmito P*-*^ 

ffiffi own taw-tad*, tad. .*J«ta»tattat»ta* 
promises, on every similar occasion, were used as uuspar 

inffi-V 1 as the lowler J s cha.fl. - „ + u^ 

In the mean time, the martial priest, rsckomn on die 
imuression supposed to have been made wrote to Si. 
George Provost, proposing to raise a lencihle regiment 
these” wmn- men for the defence ot the Province, wmcli 

was^eadily 0 accepted ; but before orders could be issued to 

raise the corps the military ardor ot the young 

arts had evaporated like the morning dew. It was ,hu . 

fore deerrfd advisable to recruit somewhere else. 

From the trepanning .exertions ot ^ 

selected from different regiments m both ^t 1 ^’ 

Glen carry Fencibles were soon filled np wn.. lunav.a 
sailors, English, Irish, Dutch, 

a Inrinklitio- of Africans, with a considerable poit.ui c 
bXn-down raftsmen. Nevertheless, they fought bravely 
and ^uCd severely during the war. W^ejpmrn 
of the commissioned officers, very few oi die ;, q 

enlisted. Such were the materials S*«# 5^?3raiT 
celebrated corps, and such the state «f. feel 
at the enramencement of the war, which 
remarkahfe for stern loyalty or conitdence m bluish pm* 
mises Yet the reader will find the scene changed befoie 
the war was over ; owing altogether to the indifference of 
the American general officers in not pursuing to energv 
the many advantages they had acquired m the Tppei P. 
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ablb^iX® 1 hundreds of you,, 
selves into companies to’ioin .. Wa f 2 ' °P en kf . > formed them 
fjuine were ih«ta “ foiTo .<™y. . So * 

that they absolutely declined On e " lnlrl J e diate deliverano 

“ “«*— T. under l «luK^" d B 0 ' t dU,y - ™ 

quence of Gen as "\ orlt,es - tfiit mconse 

t^orned to pay sorely for tf,ei“ 0 ,!,^™/°'’ WW 

<£> «S.tSrf ttorepScl" " ,e "°" d 0f 2 ‘ 500 “» 

highest pitch. Hundreds' joi ed S * 7,%™^ ', h 
issued a proclamation to the iuhnhX A Srmclwich he 
words - : “Separated hv in imm b t 111 the following 
wilderness from Great Britain '^ se . 0cean and an extensive 

!« -mci.s-,, 0 r«SSi° ^'" Ci r ,i0 " " 

iter tyranny; you have wen i„„. * • ,ct ' ^ ou have felt 
fathers fouo-ht for the i’m t 1 n ^ ustIce - Many of vonr 

B «t‘ cSa fr„ sr tf' uf ,,cndc r *• 

US and heirs to the same her Li ita wiv'd iT' IV 
of friends must be Iniler? ^ • , c arr,Va * °f an army 

Vou will be erna, tcuSd E E™^* 1 Wolc ^ 
and restored to the dio-nified st uion nH V d 0 W rcssio >h 
donht of eventual success r “*£2?' ,f * reRmen - Had 1 any 
I do not. 1 come prepared fn 1 \ k y ° Ur assista nce; but 
a iorce which will break down'll/ C0,Jtin £ enc y- i have 
force is but the vanguard of a °PP oslt| on ; and that 

djamatioQ equals 4 oahe bn IlSIltf Sp er ” ™ S P">' 
liad it been followed m> u-id, ! •> f ® onna I»rte , and 

Hull’s memory would have i™ S ^i, m - a i! 1< L delermi nation, 
a «a and tltei r posterity to the ^ b l thfi Canadi 
ton and deliverer of Upper Canada th ® Wash,n £- 

vanctng' into the interior and u’ " P lace °f'ad- 

ly disposition of the people after I of lhe friend - 

for a fewdavs about Sandwich t 1 ,Iste > - 'ng and parading 
of the Canadians and the Utl.’ * i the sad dlSa PPOintment 
ordered, for some’^ “ r ° * »is troops, he 
tppit, and not lono- afrer JnrdJ / XpJ, ] lned ’ a retr eat to De- 

After lhc pnsoncrs h ” d sleeked their amfaoVw™^ 
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never breathed. , th l ^ die Pro- 

raised as high as the spurns o f ormer i y relused do- 

«»*H5^ir5KS 

afterwards imprisoned 1 he guara no J who em . 

tilled till they could hold no more. 11 > ' ' hpar- 
hodied themselves to join the American s ‘Uic .u > f 

ino- the unfortunate news dispersed instaitly. Sev^t 
thfm were hung at Burlington heights, and many made 

Ul Suchw P asthe result of Gen. Hull’s invasion of Upper 

C ^he olX following .he . 

|,„v,: inglorious offair, Gen. Van BeusMlaer.wlUr acdumn 
c n thnn^md strono-, crossed lroin Lewiston, u ^ 

sharp but short contest carried Queenston heights imga - 
hntstvle. But a British reinforcement, undu the co 

i ^ / p n sheaffe having arrived, the iortune of lh 
dew was changed, and the heights retaken after a satiguin- 
trv conflict of some duration, in which the American army 

displayed great braveryyand much personal courage^ I t 

ih«tr diwinline was rather deGcient. beven nupareu aw 
fifty surrendered as prisoners, besides the killed and woun - 
^ The British loss m killed and wounded was great 
Gen. Brock, the idol of the Canadian army, i 1 f y h 
ihe action Col. M’Donald, his provincial aid, one of the 

descendants of Prince Charles Edward’s 

f l’he result of this affair convinced the British tney liaa 
tocomerL'he fun, re with no ordinary urar tsme^- 
That discipline and not. courage, was the. only ; thing lack 
iS hS Arueriean army. Tins ended ..he campa.gn el 

1812. 
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loyalists of both Pro vmces be c EUi'i e l h ! t nl f % e f m G . nt tll ^i 1 ling a red coat or a painted face. The yell of the In- 
while despair took hold of the friends «f ww?-° WJtl l°5'lians was answered by the deadly crack of the Kentucky 
lions. In proportion as the British , au las,uu rifle. The work of death for a few minutes on both sides 

ttegonmmnt ^ troVwriijftnp The gallant Gen. Winchester, on 

sive. Every person susn.ee ted ,-ii™ - j “» °PP les secing his devoted band completely surrounded by the saw 

left their families and properties and escViWn the men dropping at a fearful rate on Ins right and 

States, to avoid bento- drafted to serve in \he ffii ? LI “ lte, deft, front and rear, and no way to escape, proposed to sur- 
iug the winter months o-reat Dremntinr, ' ' , a ’ JJui reuder on condition of securing the lives 'and properly of 
for an early campaio-n.^ Recruiting -r ' V ° re bein *> mac ^he privates from the savages, and permitting the officers to 
every section of the "Province Yoinm! were 8 ?* ]?P 'detain their side-arms. This was readily and gladly grant- 
Scarcely any would turn ou t With XV ” er ^ Ca *- ^ or ed bv Gen. Proctor, who was himself reduced by the dend- 
regirneut of militia w'as incorporated * cxer[j011s 0, My £f re | of the Kentuckians to that state that he could not 

On the morning pf the 24th of Febrnirv 1 fin ,lold 0LIt milch lon £ er ' The havoc commiUed 011 his ranks 

rison at Ogdensburo-h I. nY ■ 18 W the gar-#as dreadful ; and the sense of his loss in killed and wound- 

Gnited States «MN -used his savage temper till it got the better of bis 

short but desperate resistance vL,.' - a ’ , ail w, a ^ er judgment Gen. Winchester had no 'sooner surrendered 
ries and several other delaohrnpiu«a n, * le ^^ en .g ar than Proctor retired in sullen silence to bis head-quarters, 

Lieut. Col, . IPDonell The Olen " ,K 61 tl10 command of r, n pretence of writing despatches. Orders were tmmedi- 
ed severe 1 v from the wall mi!ltla st i^r- at ely given, contrary to express stipulations, to disarm the 

capture of this to T*“ officers. The Indians took the hiS, and the war-whoop 

tion of the St. Lawrence to Kuio^toiTi 111 1S! til0 sale naviga- uras re-echoed; the bloody tomahawk raised; a general 
But a little after this affair rL , n ™f , , daughter commenced.; the unarmed Kentuckians flying 

and cold blooded wholesale murder w™ , ,„!. C -!! T°, U f ' ? C ™ ei in vain in every direction for protection. The suboidinate 
Indians under the control of th* r- P6lr n ^ **$ British officers attempted to stop the inhuman proceedings. 

Erencluown River Raisin that p,r!-Y Y;* 1 ei 'l‘ :octor ’ at One of them flew to Gen. Proctor to request him to stop 
any nation, drained or savroP it was th°n? *1 Brv'f hellish 

of the 22d of January, the advanced PnSHt® #*, S’"™*' 
amounting to about five h “ l, ! T 

ed by Gen Winchecfpr v««- ect coramaud- 

tao-es the British V \ notwithstanding the advan- 

surrounued. Still, they fought, each one intent offiy on 


carnage- 


-that it was disgracing their charac- 


ters as British officers. The inhuman fiend replied, it was 
the Indian custom to revenge their dead; but he would 
:rv and see what could be done. The Indians, however, 
raving glutted their revenge, ceased of their own accord, 
md went immediately to scalp and rob the dead and dying.. 
The few prisoners remaining were delivered, by this mon- 
ger, to the Indians, to be conducted to Malden. Few of 
hem ever reached that garrison. Some were inhuman.] y 
ortured to death ; some burned at the stake, and many 
omahawked in cold blood. The few who reached the 
■arrison were naked, their skins torn and larcerated with 
raveling through the bush, and the goading of the savages. 
A few days after the above massacre, Gen. Harrison sent 
surgeon to the British camp, for the purpose of attending 
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the wounded. He had no sooner arrived than he 1 
wounded and robbed ; then dragged as a prisoner to l 
den, from thence to Quebec, and the author is not a\r 
what became of him afterwards. 

These continued unfortunate occurrences, during 
first year of the war, made a deep impression on mam 
the malcontents in Upper Canada. They lost all ho; Rottenburgh, being at this time appointed ter 

therefore, and felt themselves constrained, from dire net aflmin | strat i on 0 f the government, finding on Ins arrival 
sity and self-preservation, to assume at least the appearaj^ ^ couut was we p provided with provisions and 
of loyal subjects, until matters took a different turn. if0Vender but ‘ %at the agriculturalists were so averse to 

he British government, that they would not for any price 
lispose of their surplus produce, to supply the daily de- 
nands of the troops, enforced, as the first act of his admmis- 
ration, martial law in the Province. Detachments of arm- 
id men were sent in eVerv direction, to search private hou- 
es— to break into barns; press teams, and carry away what- 
ever the necessities of the commissariat required. II the 
* nvner murmured, or begged o( them to leave enough for 

he supply of his family, he was instantly accused, no mat- 
er how loyal he might be, of being ayankeerebel, and sent 

0 jail for his impertinence. The" Province was thrown in- 
o ‘confusion. All classes united in remonstrating against 

1 stretch of power so indiscriminate and unconstitutional. 
The malcontents did not fail, to add fuel to the flame. They 
suffered the least, as they took the precautionary steps to se- 
irele their property in the woods and swamps ; the loyalists 
were the greatest suffers by this act, lor they tooic iio steps to 
secure from these military robbers their hay or grain.— 
Loyalists and malcontents, for once, were unanimous in 
damning the government ; rebellion appeared inevitable , 
threats to this effect, were publicly and boldly thrown out; 
die government became alarmed, and advised the Dutch 
tyrant to cancel the obnoxious law,— he persisted with the 
more severity, but unfortunately, at this critical moment, 
Gen. Drummond was appointed to succeed him, and in- 
stantly on assuming the reins of srovernment, suspended the 
law, and saved the Province. The loyalists, like a dog to 
his vomit, returned to their lovality, and the republican 
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ed^to^renriin^^ ^ f Ut . p ttei p 6 , ie not f esi in:ajority of the inhabitants disaffected; the regular troops in 

ea to remain long m that state. Gen. Pike embark. Vr 3 ™ . ’ , ,*> . , 1 

with 1700 men, o5 board a flotilla, commanded bv C , lj PP cr P* o vjnce, materrr. ly cut up, and the whole army 
rihniinpmr n <!aoi-nteHn.L. .i • , x , ^ , ?«ot exceeding six thousand effective men, distributed by 

April -indon thp -lftprnnnn rtf fh ‘Jr 1 1^ 10 ! ni ! 0l . f. ' ie 5iot * 1 regiments and smaller detachments, over fifteen hundred 
cellenVmilitirv order n honf J b disembarked, m %xiiles of a frontier; and believing the Federal government 

the capital of ljnnor r-ln uN \ f U " 01 ft!* 1 6 ^°' volllcl not fail with all the energy of the nation, to improve 

•mrl ill If fr-tm fhl tnm i ' ^ a T GSS d""' f J^ e commanding advantages, their navy and army had ac- 

‘ i A 1 . , w ff i ie ^j ls °PP 0SC( ^ by a British foijuired; gave up all as lost ; more especially, as they knew 

nuto tb .p r V Sheaffe, who attempted to4ie United States to be powerful in men and means ; and 

‘l- 1 , In ^’, 111 . 10 ieav V filing fire, steady and fiifiat they could not reasonably expect any material assist- 
‘ ‘ i C > 0 . r ie tn,:riCnn troops, threw the British, whodmee from Great Britain, who was deeply involved in the 

l mid i V f Cl ^ inC ( .\o V° ^ ou hd) as long as they possitfe x terminating wars of Europe. The only hopes of the Ca- 
» / “VT? e . c l sor ^f r ’ . After sustaining a seveiadiau royalists, for the salvation of the provinces, rested 

os.-,, u y i‘( o tea fortifications. Gen. Pike advance the behelf that the apparently determined opposition 
n oi ci o, Mit]e,with a determined and firm pace, until wibf the leading characters of the northern and eastern states, 
n wo nmdred yards of the breastworks, when an expio the war, would induce these states to withhold their quo- 
sion o a niagazi lie took place, which destroyed upwaraofmeu and means, and, if not declare themselves hide- 
ot a hunch ed ol the Americans, among whom was the braiendeut of the southern and western states, at least, to leave 
but unfortunate Commander! YY hen the confusion cithern to carry on the war, in the best manner they could, 
ted by the explosion, had ceased, the American troops to&very artifice and means, wliich the ingenuity of the Brit- 
possessiou ol the c|ty and fort. Gen. Sheaffe and his routsh and their friends, in the states could plan or devise, 
lorces retreated in disorder towards the River Humber.-vore secretly pul in requisition, to effect this infamous 
Ihis was the first instance, since the commencement of tin “usury : and bv all accounts, nothing but the war ter mi- 


7 u v/j. i/y mi m WMiiR." 1 , iiuiuui^ i/m tilt; Well luilu;- 

war, where the Americans paid the least respect to militaiiaiing at the very time, and in the triumphant manner it 
hscipline. The result was alike honorable lid, saved the Union, from either a dissolution or a fearful 

oor irLMiini.n iL. _/• -I • ill* riM ^ • . « . 


Older and discipl . »vuo umvo uuuuruuit; WM, oRcu mo uutuii, nuuj euuer a uissomuon or a learnu 

themselves, and glorious to the arms of their country, ebolliou. The consequence was finally, as disgraceful to 
also proved what courage in the officers, and firmness in t’he opposers of Madison’s administration, as it proved ru- 
men, wi In proper discipline, can effect: considering tlnous, through the whole course of the war, to the gallant 
numbers engaged, the loss on either side was very consideffforts of the northern and wetsern divisions of the army ; 
able. This dear bought victory taught the British tli-ud fatal to Canadian independence. Had they supported 
Ameiicnn disciplined troops were no less formidable in tfbe government, in the prosecution of the war, as vigorous- 
open fields, than the undisciplined militia were unmatched and determinedly, as they opposed it, the brave men 
in the art of bush fighting. ( ouseqnently, they were ev^bo carried the capital of Upper Canada, with so much 
afterwards, as careful of attacking the one, as they were i ;re dit to the American arms, and honor to themselves, 
^voiding the other. The boldness of the design and its sii^ 011 ^ have been instantly reinforced, and after leaving a 
cessful result raised the drooping spirits of the despondiD u ® c ' e,lt ly strong garrison at York, would have proceeded 
Canadian Republicans, from something like despair, to tPY land, and swept the country to Kingston. A co-opera- 
opposite extreme; on the other hand, the loyalists of eithe' tl ,T army of about 2000 men landed at Gananoque, would 
province, seeing the capital of Uppei Canada in posses Ulve reduced Kingston, with little or no trouble, and Up- 
sion of their enemy, and the navigation at their control; th ,cr Canada would have been completely secured. 


50 


BATTLE OF LAKE EKIE. 


BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE. 


51 


for want of unanimity in the councils of the nation, the a j) e t ro it were suffering for want of provisions, as none 
cessary reinforcements were withheld, and those heroe cou id be procured in their neighborhood. It was, therefore , 
flushed with victory, were obliged to lower their & deemed advisable, by a council of war, to direct Capt. Bar- 
and relinquish the capital, when a little exertion on the p* clay t0 pi ace the crazy fleet under his command, in a sea 
of their rulers, would have given them the province. TL wort hy state, and proceed to the east as early as possible, to 
mortification of their Canadian friends, on witnessing u 0 ^ ta j n t he necessary supplies for the troops and navy : 
evacuation of York, when the conquest of Canada was ft otherwise the army must abandon their position and lah 
pected, can be easier felt than expressed. It may be aske hac [ c U p 0n Moravia town, 80 miles distant in the London 
why did not the Canadians, if they were so anxious for tl district. As soon as the vessels were ready, Barclay re- 
success of the American arms, jointbem after the capture) q Ues ted Gen. Proctor to grant him a sufficient number oi 
Little York? The reasons were plain and strong. In li t r00 ps, to act as marines, in the event of his being attacked 
first place, the American army were not sufficiently respet py p e rry. These were granted, with a considerable corn- 
able in numbers, to warrant their doing so with safety. i p{ eme nt of Indians. Every thing being ready. Barclay 
the second place, everyone, except the ultra loyalists, we proceeded immediately to execute his orders, with the in- 
disarmed at the commencement of the war, and strict teutiou. either to capture or destroy, the American fleet, m 
watched; thirdly, Gen Hull's miscarriage involved all tho case they fell in his course. Should he succeed, the com- 
who had, and many of them who were preparing to jo maud of the lake would be secured ; — Proctor's army tm- 
him, in actual ruin. Some were hung; some ontlawct mediately reinforced, and amply supplied ; — the frontiers 
and hundreds were suffering and pining away hr the jai of Upper Canada, from the foot of Lake Erie, to the head of 
From the declaration of war, until the successful attere Lake Huron, safe from any future invasion, while, at the 
on York, the American troops, either for want of eflieie same time, the American frontier would be laid open to then 
leaders, or the paucity of their numbers, were severely o maurading or foraging incursions, whenever they thought 
up and routed, in almost every encounter. They wei proper to act on the offensive. On the other hand, should 
therefore, waiting with anxious expectation, for the tin Commodore Perry prove victorious, Gen. Proctor must, as 
when the Americans should appear with a force sufficient a matter of necessity, abandon his possessions in Michigan 
respectable in numbers, to ensure, with their help, the co Territory; withdraw his forces from Malden and Sandwich, 
quest of the Province, and their safety. Many of the youi and retreat to the interior of London District, which would , 
men, notwithstanding, joined them, and fought manful in reality, be opening the door to effect the immediate con- 
in their ranks, during tli ■ war. quest of the Upper Province Fully impressed wit a the 

Except the taking of Fort George, by the Americat conviction of these serious, and important consequences, 
and the repulse of i!;y_ British at Sachets Harbor, nothii the commanders of each squadron determined to assert and 
of importance was achieved on either side, during the sir maintain the honor and supremacy oi their respective nags, 
iner season. After these affairs, the attention *)f the Britt while a plank of their flotillas remained, Ihesta ea issue, 

was, therefore, worthy the sacrifice; nor were these gallant 
leaders backward in bringing the matter to an honorable and 

fair trial. . . , 

On the morning of the 10th Sept., they hove in sight ol each 
other, — the stern command, “prepare for action/’ was prompt- 
ly given on both sides; — the crews piped to Quarters; guns 
skilfully pointed,— the usual notice, “all is ready,” re-echoed 


and Americans, were turned with great anxiety, to war 
the movements of the North Western army, under Ge 
Harrison, and the American fleet, commanded by Comte 
dore Perry, on Lake Erie, on the one. side-, and the Briti- 
army, under Gen. Proctor with Capt. Barclay’s fleet out 
other. 

In the mouth of August, the British troops at Malden at 
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this time, the squadrons were, for want of wind, rather driftini 
than sailing, towards each other. The instant the host' 
commanders singled out their respective flag ships, every esc 
tion was made by the heroes, to place themselves in juxtap 
sition. But Capt. Barclay, on account of his iong eighteen 
had the advantage, of pouring for nearly ten minutes, a mo 
destructive fire on the St. Lawrence, before she could brit 
her carronades to tell on the enemy; at length a flaw of wit 
brought her up^to the desired point, making signals to the re 
to engage, 1 he wind, however, was too low to admit of i 
immediate conplianee, ho was, therefore, compelled to sustaii 
foL an hour and a hall, the fire o( two ships of or ual force. At l> 
the brig became unmanageable; her crew, except four or fin 
were either killed or wounded. Victory, so far, declared in fav 
of the British. The brig being now a perfect wreck, and dea; 
and destruction still pouring in upon him. Corn. Perry, with 
presence ol mind, and a heroism, hardly ever surpassed, he we: 
in an open boat, exposed to the enemy’s fire, to the Niaga 
ra, of twenty guns. The wind now arose; he bore down upo 
the Lady Provost, Tpouring into her so tremendous a fire that lie 
crew were compelled to seek shelter below. Following the cj 
ample of their intrepid leader, the remainder of the America 
squadron engaged, one after the other, until the battle bccaw 
general. .Which now raged with fury; — splinters flying 
y ards (ailing, masts tumbling, men dropping in every direction 
tho cheers of the surviving drowning the piercing agonies c 
the dying and wounded; still victory, as if delighting in tfc 
carnage, stood aloof, undetermined, to declare for either sid: 

mally, the British fleet being reduced to floating wrecks, vie 
tory decided in lavor of the American flag, and the comma! 
of the lake and the British fleet fell to Perry. This we! 
contested and obstinate engagement yvas highly honorable to thi 
conqueror, and also to the conquered. Every thing that valor 
naval science and experience could devise, was brought to play 
1 he stake at issue was great, therefore, the British held out fo. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Battle of tiie Thames. 


Ott receiving the official account of Gapt. Barclay’s <j 
feat. General Proctor prepared to evacuate the Michig 
territory, and shortly afterwards retreated with his arni 
.uter destroying the fortress and government stores at j\l. 
ten and Detroit, to the London District. Gen. Harris® 
with upwards of 3,000 men, pursued the retreating Pro 
■}' with all possible haste, and on the lnorning.of Ihe 5 
>f October, the advance, consisting of l.OOO mount 
dragoons under Col. Johnson; reached the place of hide 
eamprtaent, at (he Moravian village on the River Than* 
iSO miles from Malden. The British troops were cirav 
Hit in an extended line of battle, with intervals of two m 
three paces between the files, covering a large extent 
ground, and consequently presenting a very imposing; 
pear an ee, but certainly the weakest military front or 
on that could be offered to an enemy. Whether Prod 
adopted this plan from necessity or as a matter of clioii 
s immaterial; it fully evinced his incapacity as a Gener 
. well as a total ignorance of the science of war. C 
Johnson reported the circumstance immediately to Gt 
! larrisoti, who rode up to satisfy himself. He then re.qii 
ted permission to attack them before they changed their ; 
sition. It was granted. Gen. Harrison, just as lie \v 
returning to bring up the main body to liis assistance, 
file event of any disaster, remarked to Johnson, after g 
:ng some necessary directions, “Colonel, charge them 
yen think best, they are yours!'' Col. Johnson like 
skilful leader, availed himself, immediately, of the advr 
tage, which such an unprecedented weak position afford; 
divided his regiment into two equal divisions; the left 
igave in charge to his brother. I.ieut. Col. Janies Johnsr 
the other he commanded in person. Tie then directed ). 
brother lo charge the British regulars the moment he; 
acked the Indians under Tecumseh. 


When the order to charge was given, Lieut. Col. John- 
son advanced with such rapidity, that the British line was 
actually broken up and routed before they had time to close 
their ranks and form a. square to repel the attack. Through 
the cursed imbecility of a miserable poltroon, the trophies 
of this well planned and gallantly executed charge, on the 
part of the Americans, was 750 ns brave and disciplined 
troops as the British army could boast, who surrendered at 
discretion as prisoners of war, to less than 500 raw Ken- 
tucky volunteers, besides six brass field pieces. The in- 
stant Gen. Proctor saw his line penetrated by the Ken- 
tucky volunteers, without any further effort, he mounted 
his horse and fled with as much precipitation, as if all the 
ghosts of the murdered Kentuckians at Frenchtown were 
at his heels. The attack made by Col. R. M. Johnson, oil 
the Indians, was necessarily of a more obstinate and bloody 
nature. They were 1,300 strong and advantageously pos- 
ted. under cover of the woods, and consequently made 
fearful slaughter in Johnson’s ranks, as he approached the 
margin of the swail where they lay ambushed. Finding 
it impossible to dislodge liiem on horseback, Johnson or- 
dered his men to dismount and attack them sword in hand. 
In the heat of the engagement, he and Tecumseh, the cel- 
ebrated Indian Chief, singled out each other and met in 
deadly, tierce conflict; Tecumseh on foot. Johnson moun- 
ted; a large log between. As he essayed to round the log, 
Tecumseh lircd and wounded him severely; his horse, at 
the same time, was perforated by a number of balls. As 
the warrior raised his battle axe, to give the finishing blow, 
Johnson presented his pistol and shot him through the 
heart. The instant Tecumseh fell, the gallant Johnson’s 
horse-dropped dead under him. He was so weak with the 
loss of blood, that it was with the utmost exertion he could 
extricate himself Irotn the dead animal; his weakness was 
such that he afterwards hail to lay along side of his dying 
war Steed, until carried away in an Indian blanket. At 
this time Gen. Harrison came up with the main body and 
completed tile rout already commenced. 

The matchless bravery and heroic devotion of these 
Kentuckians, during and subsequent to this sanguinary 
action, have acquired for them an imperishable fame. In- 
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stead of glutting their revenge, on the prisoners whom tfcatlack, by Gen. Wilkensot/s army, from Sockets Harbor, 
fortune of the day placed at their disposal, for the cruel anFrom the general panic that prevailed among all classes, noih- 
cold blooded murder of their friends and countrymen,ing could be more easily effected than the taking of Kingston 
Frenchtown. they treated them with all the kindness?* 1 this particular juncture. The militia were frightened, and 
their power; thus proviug to the world, il proof were waj returning to their homes by companies; the friends of free in - 
ling, that “the truly brave are always humane/’ The ei^dtut ions were * n ecs tapirs; thevbelieved their deliverance 
traordinary achievinents^orthis memorable day, most det* '? m , co l on *nl misrule now placed beyond the possibility 
dedly, prove them warriorsof no ordinary cast. ui “ doubt, t hey saw their American friends in command of 

Let us, for a moment, jtake a view ol the strength at. 1 -" 0 ® vCS> , a r !! c 111 ( possession ol all the fortifications, west ol 

position of the hostile armies, at the commencement of tfV n n ® !> lc, p 1 le esponomg language of the Gov. 

. . . .General, btr George Provost, who remarked at Fort Welline- 


r ^ J r ^ton, to the late Bishop McDonell, and in the hearing of the 
, 1 7 ve T 11 %uthur also, “lI’Geu. Ha nuon and VVilkenson follow up the 


separate actions. 'The Americans engaged were 
one thousand strong; divided into two divisions 

died each; the one commanded by Col Richard i\l. Joliud vantages,' w iVich 'the victories cT Lake Erie and the Thames, 
son, the other by his brother, Lieut. Gol. James Johnson ave placed in their power, Upper Canada must be abandoned, 
The British were full two thousand one hundred stron, — there is no alternative.” The whole of the British forces, 
divided, also, into two unequal divisions: the first, consiconcentrated at Kingston, their only hold in Upper Canada] 
ting of 800 veterans and six brass field pieces, under tlp-vcept Fort Wellington, at this time, did not exceed one thou- 
imniedinte eye and command of Gen. Proctor; the secotP 11 ^ tlv0 huntfied men. 

consisted of 1,300 Indian warriors, under the control t A fortnight aiter the battle of the Thames, Gen. Harrison 
the celebrated chief, Tecumseh, who were securely former ce ‘ ve ,^ °‘ ti i ers *° f%U back, with his division, to Malden; 
on the inner verge of a swam a. Now mark — Lieut. 0 : ! ace Gov. Cass in the comrmuid ol Detroit, and proceed with 
James Johnson, with his command of 500, charged, swoi, ° ^ c ' 1 lu 1 , ‘ cl ol "I s iuI 'ces to join the army ol the centre at 
in baud, 800 British regulars, and six field pieces, » J/f ? t,oa was now raised on tiptoe. The object 

comDelled them to surrender at discretion Col Richa 1 ’- t raar >oeuvre was generally understood to be a 

M. Johnson, at the stune Inne, with his division oi’ gof ZX ZcoX°Mon? ^T. W fT° and 
tacks Teen msehnmd his 1,300 warriors, and defeated thenion was well concerted, an, I the force and .ncLs" providedi 


The whole affair, then, stands thus : 1,000 raw Kentnekunply sufficient for. the purpose. Had it been acted on with 



these particulars, to detract from the generally establishe )n 'y strong hold in Canada. To till appearance, every filing, 
military character of British troops, but merely to sho^° lar ’ ^ade fair to the accomplishment of this object Kings 
what raw, undisciplined troops can effect, when comma;' 011 . '' as wea * i anfJ short of provisions; the militia disaffected 
ded and led by such brave and efficient leaders as G^ n . esc ' ,lul & bv companies, could not be trusted; the British 
Harrison and the Cols. Johnson, proved to be, on this o«L? n an n ,J !1 . om ® w »° r * , e ' °» blockaded by the American fleet, 
sion. For what signifies the bravery or discipline of air’. mv ..JV.oinntl ‘ )lTiai ° °fe Lhauiicey; on the other liand, the 
troops, when led or commanded by such afmlksopas Ge^kets Harbor \vv -Toon *agston, under Gen. M ilkenson, at 

" r Gc ", Har r n y t th vrrf 

of Upper Canada as far as Kingston, The whole of thvhen united, would amount at least to 10,000 effective men- 
British troops, with their out posts, were ordered to iathauncey’s fleet far superior in number, mclal and oualitv to 
back on that poiat ; to defend it against a daily expects A ° 
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Battle of Chrysler’s Farm. 


the British navv; who, at this time, dare not show a sail outs: 

Kingston harbor. Was there ever an opportunity more fair 
favorable? But unfortunately for Canada, Gen. Armstrotj 
about this time, was appointed Secretary of War. A newi 
rangement took place. The attack on Kingston was a battik 
od. Gen. Wilkenson ordered to proceed down the St. L, 
rence, to form a junction with Gen. Hampton, and t:. 

advance on a wild goose’s chase to. attack Montreal. Gene? Qn i], e 30th of October, Gen. Wilkenson, with a flotilla of 
Harrison seeing his favorite plan of securing Upper Can&j] iree hundred Durham boats, and seven thousand men, deseend- 
relinqitished; an inferior officer placed over him, arid seeing c j the St. Lawrence to join Gen. Hampton's division of four 
prospect the failure of the campaign, by the total ab tiKlonm!j| lousan j strong, who was expected to be waiting for him at 
of the Upper Province, and realizing that he could be 01 gt. Regis, and from thence to proceed immediately to put the 
further service to his country, resigned with disgust. b main part of his orders iqto execution — the taking of X out- 
McClure, after burning Newark, retreated with his coranu real. 

to Buffalo. And the republican Canadians had the extro On the 11th of November, an army of observation, con- 
mortification of seeing themselves in the same vexatious siti si$tfng of eighteen hundred British regulars, commanded by 
tion in which they were before the victories of Lake Erie t Col. Morris, of the 89th regiment of foot, overtook his rear 
the Thames. The goddess of victory, who had hitherto fat division of seventeen hundred strong, at Chrysler’s farm, in 
ed the American flag of Liberty, as if ashamed of their w Williamsburgh. A despa rate engagement of three hours du- 
of military judgment, in not embracing the opportunity o ration took place in the open field. At the onset, the Ameri- 
victory so feasible, and to all human appearance, so ccrb cans charged with such fury that the British advance was 
deserted their cause on the frontier for that season, and tig thrown into disorder and compelled to give ground. However, 
once more favored the British. it was only the panic of a moment. They instantly rallied; 

Had the command devolved on Gen. Harrison, it was and in their turn drove the Americans across a ravine. Each 
universal belief of the highest military characters in Cam party now occupied the ground on which they commenced, 
that Kingston would have fallen with litde loss; and that From this time, a regular succession of rolling volleys were 
would have swept the Canadian frontier, and securely lodj kept up by both sides for nearly two hours. The American 
his army in winter quarters at Montreal, or Three Riv left again charged the right of the British, and were in act of 
If we may bo allowed to judge from his former victon taking possession of their artillery, when a patty of the Carni- 
career, there can be no doubt hut the campaign o( 1813, wc dian lencibles made a feint on ihejr rear as if to cut off their 


have ended differently to what it did. 


retreat. The Americans, on perceiving this, made a precipi- 
tate retreat, and assumed their former position in the line. Im- 
mediately afterwards, a squadron of dragoons attempted to 
turn the British left; while another detachment of infantry 
essayed to enfilade their right. The former was repulsed by a 
| body of Indians who lay in ambush in the edge of the woods; 
J and the latter bv a party of Canadian fencibles who were sta- 
tioned for that purpose on the road. The British now charged 
in their turn, and captured afield piece, which narrowly escaped 
being retaken. Every means which brave and determined 
commanders could devise to turn each others flanks and decidp 
the fate of the day having failed, all at once the British threw 
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the highest state 


sacks. The action was carried on with redoubled exertioi^ 1 ^ the British were all regu la 1 soldiers, in 
fnr onmo iim#> nn hnt'h The Americans at Inst made discipline. I hejf had also the choice oi position, and the 

retake their captured fie!d-piec* wind in their favor; which must be admitted as equal to half 
ailed in their obiect After this A 0 ba,tle * 1 he Americans, on the other hand, were undtsci- 

ed hVr/on tboBriiish cSIttr. "«">»« ° r "»• ** i n 


for some time on both sides. The Americans at Inst made discipline. I hey 
other despa rate effort to 
look some prisoners, but failed 

fair, the Americans pressed ha.~ ~ . . i . . . . . 

maintained their position with astonishing firmness. At this c; merti rnw , rec I ults - , But a3 an (0 tlns ’ nl lhe bat , tle of thc 

tical moment, when victory, to all appearance, was about Thames the British were nearly three to one; yet they were 
decide for the Americans, Gen. Covington, their brave cor compe led to surrender , m a fair fight in the open field, to a 
manding officer was mortally wounded? and carried off t! bafldfuI f Kentucky volunteers. Nevertheless, it must 
field. At the same time, a few reckless inhabitants appear, be conceded that generally they are as brave and as well cha- 
in the rear of the British lines to take a view of the battle. cl P hncd a3 fW ,n ll,c wor,d 5 but 1,113 does not P rove lhem su ‘ 
being in the dusk of the evening, the Americans took them ft* 76 10 n , ,, , . , 

a reinforcement, and the British gun-boats also heaving;. Belore clostng these remarks, we would observe that, dur- 
sight, they considered it useless to contend anv longer-rel?r f in S th « ba “ ,e . ,'f 1 ^nt.oned the Americans charged as of- 
in good order to their boats, leaving the British in possess^" a9 the . Bnt.sh and with a like success; winch proves that 
rfh h til • nff the American soldiers are at least a match lor trte British 

0 . a ° 1Cl * i ... • t ... troops in their own vaunted and favorite mode of fighting and 

For the numbers engaged on either side, this was unque . A .. ... 5 . , 

. ,, r . r - . 4 . i i* i * i ’ii . . .and deciding battles. Away, then, with the foolish, silly idea 

Uonably one ol the laircst, most soldierlike, and best contest . . n 9 . . . , , , * 

7 . . , , , - mi n i- i i that the British can bent the world on a charge in an open 

actions that took place during the war. lhe British loss \v; r ^ r . t ,, 0 °. 4 , 

, . i j j* * • i j j i i -j field. But, granting, for a moment, that lhe British can beat 

two hundred and three in killed and wounded, besides solr, ? i • i • r u *, . #1 . , • 

rn . . r A . . . . the world in a charge in an open lieUi, it must then be adnnt- 

nnsonors. 1 tic; loss o the Americans m killed and wounder , , • ' r r .. ,i . , . , 

. . a* * a, p i j. t r ted, as a plain matter of fact, that as the Kentucky volunteers 

by their own official account was lour hundred and forty-on..,, # u i ,. lf .u ri 1T . , w , , » „ 

. 7 J did beat the British [who cart beat the world) on a charge in 

cm cs priboneis. ..the open field at the river Thames, dial the Kentuckians^ can 

Were it not for the favorable and masterly position wh| W \, ip E Jish (md (he wM Wq Ieave lhe reader l0 his 

the British occupied and the stern tenacity with which tht mvn reflecIi r, ns on lhe merits of this subject, andonlv state that 
maintained it through the different vicissitudes of this hy us contrast has beeR draWn without a„y intention to disparage 

have been impossible k 4Un r . r ,i... ' n, ... 


fought action, ft would otherwise 
them to have withstood, for a moment, the several furious 2 


the military fame of the British troops. Its object i$ rather to 
expose the unnatural meanness of those citizens who desire to 


tacks of the American troops. . ... build up and confirm the military character and prowess of for- 

The author having taken an active part m this engageme^ t at , he ex ., cnse ^‘ruin of the American soldiers, 

ns well as m some others, has thought proper to be thus « w g oae fis ' ta blishcd valor and military reputation stands at least 
nute, to show the folly of those who assert, and even maintain m | (Q n j n ^ 

that no troops in the world can compete with the British, m ' '(4 cn Drummond, a British officer of (ho highest military ac- 
to man, in a fair fight in the open field. Tins is mere ■ nu irement s , and who had fought in Europe and Asia, immedi- 
talk sheer nonsense, lhe American soldiers have, in ^ately after the battle of LunrJy’s Lane, declared that the Ame- 
present, as well as on lormer and subsequent occasions, P r( |' r j C!xn troops were more stubborn and unyielding in the field of 
ed themselves a full match for the British in the open ficl. action lhan any others |, e had ever encountered, 
whether at charging with the bayonet; manoeuvring, or Ion; Co1 Morr ; S( who commanded at CI.rysler’s farm, remarked 
shot, 'particularly when led by resolute officers. He has had sctj n a conversation with one of his officers, shortly after the ac- 
ral opportunities of witnessing and even feeling the truth 4| on> t | mt t | ic Americans were equal, if not superior to the 
this assertion. Bui, it may be objected, that the Americans i p rench on a c l m rgo, and verv tough customers at long shot, 
this onnrnjjoment wer e more than two to one. Very true. B# jf j s t | ie character giveu' them by their enemies, surely 
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they ought to expect something similar from their friends an W ould be suit to their relief, early in the spring. The receipt 
countrymen whose battles they fought with so much cred 0 fthis intelligence gave new life and activity to every depart- 
But we must return to our subject* meat* Preparations wore commenced on a larger scale than 

Immediately after the action at GhrysleFs, Gen. Wiikeus; eve r to fortify the frontier; laws were enacted to compel males, 
received a despatch from Gen* Hampton, stating his i nubttir jfroin the ago of sixteen to sixty, to bear arms and do duty.— 
for want of provisions and the lateness of the season, to militia were placed on a more efficient footing; and every 

him at St* Regis* On the receipt oT this intelligence, a con exertion made to augment the navy. 

cil of war was summoned by Gen. Wilkenson, by which it w, About the last of February or the first of March, 1814, Gen. 
decided not to attack Montreal, but go into winter quarters Wilkenson broke up his encampment at French Mills, and re- 
Frcnch Mills, on Salmon river* And so ended the eam|^^ ret j i 0 Plattsburgh. On the 30th, lie entered the Lower Pro- 
of 1813 — a campaign which, after the victories of Lake £[ v j DC0 w ith 4000 men. The next day lie attacked the British 
and the Thames, gave the Americans the entire control [works at La Cole Mills, and was repulsed with considerable 
Upper Canada* But for want of military judgment and decisir joss , The unfortunate termination of the last campaign, and 
in the commander-in chief, a proper and cordial understand!: the disgraceful issue of this invasion, brought Gen* Wilkenson 
between the general officers, and the unfortunate misutuk to a court martial, which reluctantly acquitted him, 
standing between Gens, Harrison and Armstrong, Upper C 
nada was lost and Montreal not even approached. 

The Canadian republicans saw the failure with regret, e 
deeply deplored it. They saw, also, their sanguinely cherish 
hopes of an immediate deliverance from Use British governme 
irretrievably blasted. The news from Europe convinced l S r 
that the wars in that quarter were about terminating in favor 
the allies; that Great Britain would be able to send out cur 
in the spring an army sufficiently formidable, not only to gun 
the frontier, but to carry the war into the United States; tb 
it was, therefore, their interest as well as duty, as matters tur 
od out so unpropitiously, to make a virtue of necessity, nr 
reconcile themselves to their lot — make a show of loyai 
where none existed* Their confidence in the ability of the 
me ri cans to conquer the Canadas, after oe glee Ling so favor 
blc an opportunity, was entirely lost. Consequently they tun 
e.d out readily afterwards, to do their turn of duty when call, 
upon. The loyalists were In ecstasies when, in nlace of lien 
jug, as they expected, by every day’s express, the surreni 
of Montreal, it was officially announced that Gen. Hamptof 
on entering the Lower Province, was repulsed at Chattaug; 
by a handful of militia, and Gen. Wilkenson compelled, ah 
the bailie of Nov. 11th, to go into winter quarters* Their j 
at this unexpected turn of affairs in their favor, was unbojp 
ed* But what astonished them as much, was the sudden chauf 
of the disaffected. In the month of December, their enthusia* 
was raised to the highest pitch. Despatches were receiv 
from the war office* announcing that a large reinforceme 
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CHAPTER YIIL 

Eattle of Lundy’s Lane. 


cy and perseverance, which astonished his enemies; but for- 
tunately, Gen. Ripley coming down to his assistance, restored 
the battle. The firing of the extended lines, fora Few moments 
represented conflicting sheets of lurid flame, sporting beneath 
rolling volumes of smoke. It was a grand and terrific sight; 
for a moment, the British gave ground, to take a position on an 
eminence in rear of their right. Gen. Brown, at this time, 
came on with the reserve; the Americans had now, fora while, 


Nothing further, of importance, transpired until the 3d th 1 e “?T ta $ e in ,n ' mbers ’ bu ! as tbc 

July, when Gen. Brown, at the head of 4000 effective m aI ’. t ie l0 : U1 ! Rr g" u nem an , d s, . ,me flank com P an,cs joined the 

J 7 1 U t nonr V till n Ofll t n fT. 


crossed the Niagara river, and 'took possession of Fort 5S r u Uish ’ on l * ,a f d ?? co, 1 ‘ nbattia g armies nearly on a fooling 
- ■ . * _ rp. . , These were ordered on the right of the Royalists, who were 

lesistance. 1 lie nest day* in n fi.M The strength of both sides was 


which surrendered without any i 


marched with his army to attack the British forces at Chip- P ostc ^ '. n a ploughed field. The strengi 

wa, commanded by Gen. Rial!. Both armies met on the o now , f a,r, y en S a S ed ,’ 6 f ce P l ll,e m ! llt,a ’ , w 
fioM Thn nnnbo! u-ae oho.im.to i r *i • .'Would not trust. and who were ordered to 


horn Gen. Drummond 
the rear. Their am- 


field. The contest was obstinate and bloody. In this, ns 

sr’s Farm, the American commander' displayed com u !". t,0 , n Was . l :' ! f 5 V'T " mm a " a & . 

military science, and the men an unyieldingiteterm n '^ betn S*P‘ the contending arm.es could only d.stm 

The British fought with their usual bravely, and gU,slt ^ b y the flashes of thetr firing, A heavy col- 
aometime, victory seemed to incline in their favor, but final “ m "°! Americans advanced unperceived , to t he r g ht of 
the Americans charged with such fury, that they broke (I, 'V 10 ^re obliged to wheel back on their left to pro- 

linn- n nil iiirfn t . • • f j . • , , , 1 tect thei r flank, Lren. Drummond crying out to his men, “ stick 

lines, and diove them from their intrenchments with t he 1 oss ^ ,1 > r 7 * . .1 ,* . • n * 

onri *i ... j J ; . to them, my fine fellows at the so me u me, an Ame non n olii * 

514 men, and compelled them to retreat towards Burling! r* c* • • ♦* i • a* 

rr A - i 1)c . r F 1 A J. , OOQ TT . n, S‘cer, supposed to be Gen. Scott, m animating ms men, directed 

Heights, i he American loss was 328. Here, again we s * • , • • J. 7 7 7 T r , 

thr> AmorionTio mom iUn ♦ i r .t t> -. t ® , them with a stentorian voice, “ level low , my brave boys y fire at 

the Americans more than a match for the British, on a char a/ - n , ?> r™ r „ n 4 , n ; 

• fl . Q ft* . r. . . 4 , ’ % ' u ;their lashes.” The commanding ofheer of the b9th Regt. was 

m the open field. It is true, they were more numerous, * • , . t lU . , b r A • i* t 

♦iu -i • . , . . . ^'ordered to charge this column of Americans, which was 

Dosition The news S Bii" Uromplly executed, by driving them down the slope of the hill. 

and left of the lull, 
and drove them some 

„ r>- i. . o ’ ' , T ~“r w "distance to tne rear, t no tswin coming up at this time, in their 

il]e°comtmml inrl ' j- \ ? i" in S lon eights, assum rear mistook them for the Royals, and were letting them pass 
In ITuntrlr On Si o/.l 0 '"°^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ** such, but while they were inclining .0 the left, they had 
LundvN I iL ' close t it, rii-’ r I ®.°ffi? sin g a ' mies m ®|to advance in frdnt of the Grenadiers of the 104th and 103d 
most obstinate's nennen . ' J ’ n ntgaia, and one ol lR C rrj mcn t.s w ho were in the act of firing at them when a Brit- 
mos^obstinate engogensefiis, recorded m modern warfare, f is h ‘fiehl officer rode up and ordered them not to fire, as “it was 


tion. 




until they occupied a favorable position The firm* . rT" , , n . ... 

now m vriikA i t.ii m . i i j e ."f.. a strong detachment of the 49th and Royals, who, by some nc- 

numberinv at least iwn 'in #C n°" ><>l "i Sldos ’ ,b f ,,ntl 'cident, were far in advance of their own line; a dreadful scene 
the content fi.n V«mi ^ 1 . l . lnn £ '' s u,ie( l ua * P ar . t ensued. It was, for some moments, the reign of carnage; — 

■ 1 > ^ • 0 1 am ame .us gioum. with an obstu’i t ] lou lder to shoulder, foot to foot, the combatants fought with 
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more than mortal energy-for a few minutes, nothing »* 20lh of October, nnotherengngement look place in which neith- 

hoorH in that onr»t mn n t no noh hut f no «*n t f 1 1 n rr nJ nn uomaI ... u 1 


the assistance ol their Iriends, but, liorri 'he darkness ol llCunadas, having sent strong reinforcements to the Upper Prov- 
mgl.t, they mistook the 49(1, and Royals, (or the Atnet jnce< was busUy emp | oyet ] in making preparations, to remove 
can troops, which enabled the latter to retire unmolested.- the £cat of war f rom ' , ho Canadian frontier to the United States- 
1 he firing from the British and American lines, resembled 
quick succession ofslmit rolling flashes of lightning, ll was 
grand but terrific sight. A heavy column of the America! 
charged the British right, seized their cannon, and drove the: 
beyond the hilt. They attempted to reiake them, but were r 
pulsed with a heavy loss. The Americans, for want of mean 
to bring them away, spiked a few, and left them on the grow 
where the British took them in possession. About 11 o’cloe 
P M., the firing began to slacken on both sides; at half p 
eleven, it ceased with a lew occasional random shots. Tt 
ended one of the most desperate, bloody, and obstinate engag 
menu that ever took place on the continent of America, 
was a drawn battle, neither party having gained the least a 
vantage. The field, the next morning presented an awful sig: 

The Briton and the American, lay stretched at musket’s lent 
each with his bayonet plunged deep in the others breast.- 
Some time after the action, the dead of both armies were o 
lected by the British and piled in tiers alternately with tiers 
rails, and burned. 

Both armies remained on the ground until a little before da 
light, when the Americans retired about a quarter of a mile.- 
Both parties were so cut up, that neither was in a state to i 
new the action. The Americans shortly afterwards full bac 
to Fort Eric, the British following at a respectful distance. 

After this sanguinary engagement, the reader can juc 
whether the Americans are a match for the British, on a char, 
in an open field, either by night or day. The British lost 
killed and wounded, 877. American, do. 8G0. 

On the 4th of August, Gen. Drummond invested Fort E/ 
with 3000 men, and on the 15th, attempted to carry it by: 
sault, but was repulsed with a loss of 600 men. On the 17: 
the Americans made a sortie, and compelled Gen. Drummo: 
to raise the siege and retire with great loss. Gen. Izzard h 
ing arrived to the reTief of the besieged, with 5000 men, af: 
leaving a respectable garrison in the Fort, advanced towar 
Chippewa, where Gen, Drummond had taken post. On l 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Battles of Plattsburgh and Ncw-Orleans. 


An army of thirteen thousand men* and a numerous train 
artillery, were concentrating at Montreal, ChnrrthPy and J 
Johns; preparatory to a descent on Plattsbu rgh. Gen. fcFCotr 
the American commander, having early indulgence of $ 
George^ design, made ever y preparation which time and men; 
a] lowed, to gi'-e the invaders a warm reception 

About tlie Isf&f September, tins large army marched in tb 
divisions, which arrived in regular succession at Plattsburgh^! 
Toro the evening of the 10th. 

At this time, Um A me ri can fleet, comm ended by Com. 31 
Donough, was lying to the southwest of the mouth of the Si 
anac, prepared to receive the enemy. On the 11th, tho fit 
tisJi flotilla, under Cap L Dovvnie, was seen rounding Curobt 
land Head, and bearing towards tho American fleet. On a pi 
concerted signal, the British land forces were: to attack th e li- 
the instant the fleets became engaged. The moment the fir 
broadside was heard, Sir George opened his batteries, pounr, 
tremendous showers of rockets, balls and shells at the A met 
can works, which were not slow in answering by a steady at 
well directed fire. The British troops made several lies peril 
efforts to cross the Saranac and carry the works; but we re r 
often repulsed with serious loss, hi one of these attempts t 1 
76 Lb regiment was nearly literally cut to pieces. After tu 
hours hard fighting, tf® flags of the American fleet waved l: 
umphantly over the Waters of Lake Champlain. 

A short time afterwards, the gallant Gen, ItFComb, vril 
his fifteen hundred Vermont and New* York volunteers, sib 
cod the British batteries, and compolh d Sir Gumge pjrovos 
with his immense train of artillery* and thirteen thousand We! 
liagton veto m ns, to retreat, minus twenty -five hundred im 
and two- thirds of his military stores, 

Such was the chagrin of these hitherto victorious troops; 
the disgraceful result of this action, that five hundred and a. 
wards threw do wn their arms and deserkul. Gen^. Power iu 
Brisbane declared to Sir George that ! Mhey would never dr;fi- 


another sword under his command in North- America/* 

The retreat finally turned into a flight ; the soldiers de- 
serting by companies. The dead were left unboned, and 
the wounded to the humanity of their enemies, who, as on 
all former occasions during the war, proved rather the Sa- 
maritan than tiie foe. 

Sir George was called home immediately after the war, 
to stand trial ; but died, it was supposed ol a broken heart, 
before it came on. 

Victory appeared now determined to make the Ameri- 
cans full and complete amends ior the misfortunes of the 
first year of the war. 

On the 22d December, 15,000 British veterans, under 
the command of the hitherto victorious Gen, Sir Edward 
Packenimm, landed below the city of New-Orleans. On 
the 8 th of January, he led them in person to attack the A- 
merican works, commanded by Gen. Jackson, On their 
advancing within range, the American batteries poured a 
most destructive fire on their columns. The British not- 
withstanding advanced — closed their ranks as fast as they 
were opened by the lire of their enemy. At length they 
came within reach of the small arms. Six thousand mus- 
kets and rifles instantaneously poured an incessant torrent 
of death upon the assailants. The shock was terrible.— 
Hundreds fell. Being unable to proceed, they fled, Gen. 
Packenham, in attempting to rally them was killed. A 
second time they advanced under Gens. Gibbs and Kean. 
But this attempt proved more deadly than the first. Again 
they broke and fled. Again they rally and advance, but to 
meet a more certain destruction. Gens. Gibbs and Kean 
being severely wounded, they fled in every direction. 

The field of action presented a dreadful scene of carnage. 
The British loss in killed and wounded amounted to 4000 
men. The Americans had only 13 killed and wounded. 

On the 18th the British embarked on board their ship- 
ping, satisfied that American soldiers were made of rather 
tougher materials than die French. 

With this engagement the war closed, which, with the 
affair at Plattsburgh, cast as brilliant a halo of glory on the 
American arms, as the battle of Waterloo did on the Rri- 
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tish in 1815 — for the British beat the French, and the J 

mericans beat the British. the ^ 00{ y ' s Q llite immaterial. The British fled before him 

Let it be remembered, that ever since the capture of Li as if flying from an earthquake. At the commencement of 
tie York, in April, 1813, the American troops fought \vi: the action they were nine to one; and at the battle of New 
a gallantry and determination that destroyed the concci Orleans, nearly three to one. This appears almost incred- 
mortified the pride, and cooled the vaunting - military ar<]|i^ e > they are, nevertheless, stubborn historical facts, 
of their haughty enemy; and compelled them to nektto: ^ a . e American navy on the main proved, on fair trial, 
ledge that they were the most obstinate and unyielding e superior to the British navy, ship to ship, with only one 
emy they had ever met. And as an act of justice it tuii solitary exception that of the (Shannon and Chesapeake, 
be admitted, i f they did not exceed, they at least rivaled tl kafees Erie and Champlain, the American fleets captur- 
lieroes of the revolution. e( l the British. All of which proves that the Americans 

The English having ’beet the French Out of Spain ajtire, either by sea or land, a match for the British. 

Portugal : and carried by assault fortifications deemed in ^ hus ended the war with Great Britain — neither power 
pregnable — such as Badagos, naturally enough imbibed l! having gained or lost one inch of territory. But on the o- 
idea that they were more than a match for any other trooi ce£ * n ; y R * ^ le American navy bore away the palm, 

in the world. They looked upon the Americans, then , * . summary of the principal features of the war on 

fore, when compared with the accomplished French so',® non tie r, we have stated the I acts from our own know- 
diers, as mere feather-bed recruits, and hardly deservir ,= G a,u experience. YVe will next proceed to show its 
the name of soldiers. But the battles of the Thames, Chij Sl .!j S . cl i u cn .? ( ei>als on the administration of the government 
pewa, Lundy’s Lane, &c. taught them a lesson they c!° l PP er Canada, 
never forget, and which extorted from Gen. Rial], at ll 
battle of Chippewa, the exclamation, “Damn them , h o 
they fight!” 

It is singular, that after the taking of the capital of l 
per Canada, the Americans rather sought for, than avoid 
a battle with the British. And although not always sit 
cessful, yet they were seldom beaten. This is an establis 
ed fact. 

A parallel to the defence of Plattsburgh and New-Orlea; 
may in vain be sought for in the late European wars. No: 
to equal either of those can be produced. It lias been tin 
ed by British apologists, that but a part of their troops we: 
in the affair at Plattsburgh. This is, to say the least, a v 
ry unmilitary apology. They were all there, and undi 
aims ; and it only serves to add fresh laurels to Gen. 31 
Comb’s reputation tor superior abilities in arranging!! 
defence, so as to prevent the whole force of the eneB 
bearing upon him at once. He repulsed them; took tvr 
thirds of their booty, and more prisoners than he had met 
That was enough ; and whether he captured beauty wit 
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CHAPTER X. 

Consequences of the War, in the Province, 


The war being over, it was generally believed, from tb 
large promises held forth at its commencement by Gci 
Brock, that all old grievances would be forthwith redresse. 
And in consequences of the apparent loyalty of a! 1 cl asst 
towards the latter part of the war, the authorities bavin 
witnessed their sufferings and losses, that governtnet 
would adopt a more liberal, impartial, and conciliator 
course of administration. But in this they counted wit! 
out then- host. 

As Gen. Brock was killed in the early pait of the w« 
and Sir George Provost recalled in disgrace, their proirtl 
es were considered no longer binding. The militia wa 
dismissed with a bare 11 1'htinlc ye ’ — the grants ol landpn 
mised for their services were withheld, on the plea tht 
they were entered for actual settlers. 

Gov. Gore, on assuming the administration, after his r 
turn from England, finding himself so warmly received 1 
his old companions in corruption, the executive and le 
islative councillors ; and finding, by their representation 
that the people were more loyal than when he left thpi 
and that his arrival spread universal joy throughout tl 
Province, concluded that this arose from the high opinir 
entertained of his former administration. Instead, then 
fore, of inquiring into the real state of affairs, and shapir 
his administration to the exigency of the times, he adopt! 
his old system— squandering the waste lands of the Crow 
by thousands, lo worthless minions, leaving the public b 
siness of the Province to be managed by the Executii 
Council, as best suited their own interests. The House 
Assembly being generally composed of plain, poor, uncdi 
cated farmers, were, in consequence of the vast patronagei 
the disposal of the Executive, easily brought over to the 
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measures, and lienee few laws, but such as favored the ad- 
ministration were enacted. 

The farms of the agriculturists being in a ruinous and 
dilapidated state, from their being necessarily neglected dur- 
ing tile war, the farmers were too busily employed iti re- 
pairing and improving them, to pay any attention to the pro- 
ceedings of their representatives in the Legislature. The 
debates were not published through the usual medium of 
newspapers ; and the farmers were altogether ignorant of 
what was doing in their Parliament. At this period there 
were but two newspapers in the Province. 

In 1816 it was officially announced that Gov. Gore was 
about to be recalled. By a hint from the Executive, the 
obsequious Assembly, as a token of their high consideration 
for his imparting to them individually, by patent, thousands 
of the choice lands of the Province, granted him £3000 
sterling of the people’s money, to purchase plate on his ar- 
rival in England. This unmerited sum was granted, too, 
at a time when the people could not obtain one farthing to 
be expended on their roads, which were in a worse state 
than John Banyan’s slough of despond. 'This appropria- 
tion was afterwards called the Spoon BUI. No Governor 
of the Upper Province ever deserved less from the public 
chest, or received more than this choice specimen of cor- 
ruption. 

At the close of the same session, the Assembly passed the 
usual supply bill; sent it to the upper house lor adoption. 
The latter thought the lower house so perfectly at their con- 
trol, that instead of accepting or rejecting the bill in toto, 
they took the liberty to alter and amend it to suit their 
views, and returned it to the Assembly for their concur- 
rence. 

A rupture between these hranchesof the Legislature fol- 
lowed, which nearly involved tiie Province in a civil war. 
The lower Mouse constitutionally maintained that the 
Legislative Council had no right whatever to alter or a- 
mend a single item of any money bill sent them for their 
approval. On the other hand the Council as stubbornly 
maintained the contrary. The subject was finally referred 
to the Home Government, who decided in favor ot the low 
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t ries to the public; called upon them, as they valued their 

lip meet- 
rievaiices, 

Aonpmhl.r assort. t,uu 1C9 H wllu “J f vmuwuy "*>=111 in puui'iJS iui luufCSS to the 

. , . , ' home government— that they might be assured that neither 

their high authority, by strangling every h i I which it p« ||is M J jestv „„ r llis ministers knew any thins of the nature 
ed, however beneficial to the welfare ol : the : Province, « and n( m „| V crsaiion and corn, p'tio, is practised 



in strict accordance with their aristocrat! cal views ai 
principles. 


by the provincial government on his faithful subjects in 


f io..r hi ti i . T-i I-. i .1 cr Upper Canada. That it was the intention of the imperial 

In 1817, Mr Robert F Gourlny, a gent eman of farnl ^ emment tha , „ shon | d cnjoy the u ,. itis |, conaliuilion 

and distinction from b ifeshtre, m Scotland, being somewli^, ils ulmMt exten ,'. insto>( | 0 f whiclt, they had not, as 
reduced in Iris circumstances preceded his family, to |» m ., H „ rs „, ete conducted, even the shade of its shadiw. 
pare a location and settle with them in the Province, A| .j jn ordc , (0 collvjllC n them of this fact more fairly and 
ShorUy after his arrival, an invitation was given him Jlllh ,. |, u uiidorlooU lo iravel through every township, and 
visit Little York, the seat ot government to make hmis n j dress 01l particular -challoi’ging contradic 

acquainted with the affairs ol the Province. li t j on 043 

invitation was accepted. On visiting the several gover The leeches of corruption took the alarm: despatched 
inent departments and inquiring into the public affairs their emissaries in ever? direction, to prejudice and forestall 
the administration the glaring mass of corruption and c lhe pnbiic mindj calumniate his character and motives, 
tortion which met his eye at every glance, and in eve comite ract his efforts, and brow-beat him wherever they 
quai tei, astonished him to that degtec, timt he hardly l could. But finding the people too firm and enlightened to 
lteved it possible. But the more he inquired, the morel be misled, and seeing their craft in danger, ever artifice that 
was convinced. I lie liberties ot the people he found liti malice could suggest or cunning devise was resorted to, to 
superior to Russian seris— the House o f Assembly, entrap the patriot in the meshes of the law. 
mockery ol representation the bench, ol justice as corru At the next sessions of the Assembly, they found little 
as can be imagined, and prostituted to party purposes — t! difficulty in bribing the members to make it felony for airy 
magistrates chosen for their ignorance and sycophancy- one to call or attend political meetings of any kind on any 
the adherents of an established church dominant in eve pretence whatever. They succeeded, 
office the revenues ot the Province unaccounted to Mr.Gourlay was indicted and imprisoned for nine long 
squandered in pensions and sinecures, on old lawye months in a dark dismal dungeon, fed on felon’s fare, de 
and worn-out judges and flatterers— the people higlprived of pen, ink and paper. At length, with his health 



iugly large blocks, tor a trifle, to favorites, while the po Mr. Ferguson, t lie editor who published his communica- 
man could hardly obtain a lot— the improvement of tlietions, was also apprehended, and died in jail from extreme- 
roads left to statute labor — the natural resources of Illy cruel usage. 

Province lying dormant for want of encouragement! ' The British and Irish immigrants that settled in the Pro- 
men of capital and enterprise. I his was what Mr. Gok vince, at this time, were generally of the old country radi- 
lay called t: the reign of corruption, run mad." cal school, and consequently united themselves with the 

He immediately communicated the result of his inqu : 
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provincial reformers in politics, which so annoyed the tor, 
compact^ and cormorants m office, that to prevent then fu 
ture increase, they prevailed on the House of Assembly t 
petition the Imperial Par! lament to put a stop to any fur 
ther emigration to the Province from the British Isles, o: 
the vrpund that the Province was overrun with paupers o 
the worst description, who were too ignorant and idle i< 
earn an honest liveliliood, a nuisance to the count! y, and; 
heavy burden on the more industrious classes of settlers- 
than" which nothing could be more false, 

j n 1820, the electors ol the Province, aroused iros 
their former political apathy, its if from a long slumber 
encouraged men of known liberal principles and talent I 
oiler themselves as candidates for the then approaching f 
lections. Both parties, tovies and reformers, entered lit 
field, at this time with an energy and resolution never bo 
lore witnessed in the Province. The former had influent 
and means. The latter had some influence, but no mean 
The election day came, and furnished a scene which is m 
to be met with "any where else than at a Canada election 
The taverns were opened by the candidates to their resp&: 
live friends, and the whiskey and rum, which flowed ad hi 
Hum, soon produced the worst consequences. The Tot* 
and the liberals, each marshalled their forces, and mardu 
to the polls with colors and music, where they were atm; 
cd with promises never intended' to be fulfilled. Thf T 
ries raised 'their old cries, “Down with the Yankees 
a Hurrah for Church and State. 1 '' The reformers, equal 
vociferous, cried, “Equal Rights and Yankee privileges: 
“ No Church and State Corporation Confusion becant 
confounded. The Orange baud struck up, “Croppies] 
Down,” and « The Boyne Water while the Catholic pa: 
ty cried, (< O'Connell and ould Ireland.” The shekel) 
and the brick-bats aeon made their appearance. Hurra!) 
the drunk mid sober are al l at it. The magistrates lookc 
on and encouraged the melee. The Orangemen at last vac 
the Radicals shouting “ Victory.” The Scotch, Euglis! 
U. E. Loyalists, and Irish songs and war cries were hear 
above the confusion. The hustings were destroyed. Pa- 
ger ous wounds were given and received ; till at last son; 


drunken magistrate just managed to hiccup “ Treason. 
and sent an order for the nearest regulars. 

Such reader, is a faint picture of a Canadian election. 

Notwfthsta tiding the exertions of the Tories, with th^r 
rum, whiskey, and shellalahs, the reformers elected a ma- 
jority of Liberals. But the vast means of patronage at the 
disposal of the Executive, soon obtained for them a prepon- 
derance in the House. The people were now more than 
ever convinced that while the Governor had such vast 
means of corruption at his disposal, the elective franchise 
would avail them nothing; that however honest and pure 
the intentions of newly elected members might be, the 
baits held forth were generally too tempting for many of 
them, and that they sacrificed the public welfare for their 
personal interest. 

Again they petitioned the 1 fome Government fo remedy 
this crying evil, and effectually stop a practice so ruinous 
to their liberties, mid so demoralising iu its consequences 
to the welfare of the Province. This, like all former peti- 
tions, was laid aside. 

Mr. Willis, an eminent and learned lawyer, was sent out 
as Chief Justice of the Upper Province. On entering on 
the. discharge of his duties, be found the bench of justice 
and the law practice corrupt to the last degree ; and on at- 
tempting to reform them, in accordance with the constitu- 
tion, he was, without the shadow of any crime, suspended 
from office, ruined in his estate, arid sent back in disgrace, 
greatly regreted by the people. 

About this time, William Lyon McKenzie commenced 
his career as editor of the Colonial Advocate. Of all men. 
he was the most honest, industrious, mid persevering jour- 
nalist who ever wielded a pen in the British Provinces. 
Tfie hidden sinks of official pollution and corruption which 
he ferreted out and exposed to public view, exceed any 
thing which had till then been supposed to exist. Bribes 
were offered him ; offices were promised ; but to no pur- 
pose. Persecutions he despised. They only redoubled 
his diligence, and gave a keener edge point to his pen. 
Like the bird of the storm, the fiercer it raged the more tri- 
umphantly he struggled. He lashed the enemies of liberty 
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and equal rights with a whip of scorpions. He regarded 
the Tories as the rankest enemies of good government and 
liberal institutions, and treated them as such. They read 
his paper, but to trace their withered characters. ^ He was 
a deadly cancer in their eye, and they felt it. They took 
(he cowardly advantage of his absence ; entered his office 
at noon-day ; mal treated his mother, a lady of eighty 
years ; destroyed his press, and threw the types into Lake 
Ontario.. 

Not long afterwards, an Indian chief, a half-breed, wat 
employed to assassinate him. Even the Executive Coun- 
cil were known to have formed plans for his destruction: 
but notwithstanding he still lives, a tormenting thorn in 
their side. 

Another liberal editor, Mr. Francis Collins, lor having 
exposed the “ native malignancy” of Chief Justice Robin- 
son, and chanring home the bribery of the bench of judges 
was fined, and imprisoned for one year, and died immedi 
ately after his release. 


CHAPTER XI 


Sir P. Maitland’s Administration. 

When Sir Perigrine succeeded Gov. Gore, great hopes 
were entertained from the conciliatory nature of his instruc- 
tions, that every grievance would be adjusted and a better 
policy pursued : but the issue of his administration proved 
more restrictive and intolerable than any former one. — 
Laws were passed to prevent American books being used 
in the common schools, as well as against American citi- 
zens being employed as teachers. This was very remark- 
able, when it is considered that the majority of the members 
who supported these laws, were themselves American citi- 
zens, by birth and education. Another one was passed bv 
the same assembly, to prevent gentlemen of the legal and 
medical professions, from Great Britain and Ireland, prac- 
ticing in the Province, until they underwent a second 
course of an other five years’ study, under some Canadian 
ignoramus. 

It was at the commencement of this administration, that 
three millions of the public lands, which, by right of royal 
promises, belonged to the militia of the Province, for their 
services during the late war, were sold at 40 cents per 
acre, to a company ol London speculators; to which the 
industry of the settled population had given value, but 
which had been constantly refused them, as purchasers, at 
one and two dollars per acre. These lauds, while in pos- 
session of the company, are, by virtue of the purchase, ex- 
empt from taxes, to the great injury of the Province. 

The clergy reserves are also exempt from taxes; but 
when leased to a poor man, taxes are immediately deman- 
ded, and should the lessee, after two or three years occupa- 
tion, surrender it up to its clerical owners, it ceases, instan- 
ter, to be liable until re-sold. While all wild lands, owned 
by resident or non-resident holders, are taxed, not even ex- 
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cepting the U. E. Loyalists, who were granted their land* 
tree of all taxes and encumbrances, for their endeared 
relationship to the British crown, and il not paid within i 
stated period, the taxes are doubled and the land liable to 
sale by the sheriff. In 1832 and 1833, many thousands 
of acres of these lands were sold at nominal prices, tli; 
whole of which were purchased by the monied aristocracy, 
to the great injury of the poor owners. 

In consequence of the remissness of the American set- 
tlers in taking up arms against their countrymen, during 
the late war, and their uniform adherence to the principle 
ot democracy, and their unwearied opposition to the op 
pressors of their adopted country — it was deemed expedi 
cut, by the harpies in office, to introduce a bill to declnn 
them aliens; incapable of holding or conveying real estate 
although the half of Upper Canada either belonged to or hat 
passed through their hands. This was done, and anothe 
bill immediately introduced to enable them, in the event o 
their abjuring their native country and its democracy for 
ever, to hold their farms, but not to vote at electious.- 
Tliese hills passed an assembly which it was not difficu; 
to bribe or intimidate, and was sent to England for tin 
royal assent. The Democrats took the alarm. They sat 
in this the downfall of their party and principles, and will 
them the remaining liberties ot the country. ^ A centra 
committee was appointed, ot which Mr. McKenzie ww 
confidential secretary. Mr. Randall, M. P. P. who .hot 
suffered much for his American birth and principles, was 
chosen to proceed to England with the documents enlrtts 
ted to his charge, for the colonial office, who, with th 
acute management of Mr. McKenzie and the assistance c 
Mr. Hume, carried his point with Lord Goodrich, and n 
ceived a full pledge that the Americans who had ka 
subjects in Canada, from four to foity years, might so r< 
main without abjuring their native country or principle! 

The late Capt. Mathews, on half pay, royal artillery 
and member of the Assembly, a staunch reformer and iaitlt 
fill servant of the public, for calling on a company i 
strolling American players, out of jest, to play Yanko 
Doodle^ was called home to account for his conduct, — de 
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privea of his half pay, and became another victim to the 
native malignity of the detestable family compact. 

Mr. Robert Randall, for his constitutional opposition to 
the opptessors of his adopted country, now lies entombed 
in a country in whoso service he suffered the most heart 
rending persecution and accelerated death. 

This cursed faction, instead of meeting the punishment 
due their crimes, have been raised, at every immolation, 
to higher honors, and in every case they have been pro- 
moted in direct opposition to the complaints of the people. 

During this Robespierre administration, for it deserves 
no better name, occurred the arbitrary and scandalous 
outrage, perpetrated upon the rights and property of Mr. 
Forsythe, by a military force, advised by the Attorney Gen- 
eral and sanctioned by the Governor. The Attorney Gen. 
was shortly afterwards promoted to the Chief Justiceship. 
This flagrant and high handed outrage became, the subject 
of inquiry before a committee of the House of Representa- 
tives, and Messrs. Givens and Coffin ■arere sustained by 
Go\ r . Maitland, in their refusal to obey a summons to give 
evidence before the committee; — in fact, they produced a 
written document, subscribed by Gov. Maitland, prohibi- 
ting them to attend. Tims it appears an outrage was per- 
petrated, by orders of Sir Perigrine Maitland, and then his 
authority, influence and power were exerted to prevent 
investigation. Nor is this all; for Sir Perigrine wrote a 
calumniating despatch to the Colonial office, giving a 
false character to Mr. Forsythe, and traducing the Assem- 
bly that interposed in his behalf, as factious, disaffected 
and Republican. 

Sir George Murray, then principal Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, ou receiving a correct and impartial state- 
ment of the affair, rebuked Sir P. Maitland for his long and 
artful despatch against the Assembly’s parliamentary priv- 
ileges. Yet he was permitted, without further censure, to 
follow his old course. 

The people petitioned his Majesty’s Government, to re- 
call this pious Nero, and strongly urged them to consider 
their deplorable condition, and afford that relief which the 
exigency of their sufferings, and the peculiar situation 
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of their Affair! demanded. They also represented Use dissatis- 
faction and anxiety of the people; the determination of the 
Provincial Govern men l to do Send and enforce arbitrary princi- 
ples, and to oppose live application and operation in the P ro V- 
inee, of the acknowledged' principles of the British Cunsiitution, 
and drew a comparison between their condition r on ilso one 
hand, and ibe prosperity of all classes, and the improvements 
of all kinds, in the neighboring status, on the other. They 
stated their country as blessed with a fine and healthy climate, 
a productive soil, unequalled natural facilities for internal 
communications, and an industrious and oiKqr prising popula- 
tion; that in consequence thereof, they ought to see the country 
flourish and improve, at least as much, and the people as hap- 
py and prosperous, as their adjoining neighbors. But; instead 
thereof, the withering and oppressive system pursued by the 
Administration, had rendered unavailing the natural resources 
and advantages of the country, and para Sized ail its enterprise, | 
Mr. Barnabas Bid well, an eminent lawyer and a man of j 
fire at natural and acquired abilities, and of exemplary morals, 
was, a little prior to this, duty elected member of Parliament, 
In eonset uence of his uncompromising integrity in the causa 
of constitutional reform, and his unwearied exertions against 
arbitrary encroachments — it was deemed advisable, by the Lory 
members, to prevent, if possible, so formidable an opponent 
occupying a seat among them. It was reported as a pretext, 
that Mr. Bid wall, while Treasurer of live state of Massachu- 
setts, had embezzled some of the public monies of that stale. 
This was enough. Ilk scat was disputed. A committee was 
appointed to proceed thither to inquire into the merits of the 
charge. After a strict inquiry, the committee returned* — re- 
ported the charge untrue, and his character above suspicion; 
but he must be got rid of at any sacrifice. Having in vain 
sought for aught against his character, it was at last suggested 
that he had not conformed with the particulars of the naturali- 
zation laws, and consequently could not be considered a sub- 
ject, and therefore ineligible to a sent. The reader will un- 
derstand, that to become naturalized ot that lime, the following 
particulars were required : 1st, a residence of seven years in 
the Province : — 2d, to partake the sacrament on the bended 
knees, at the altar of the established church, and immediately 
afterwards take the oalh of allegiance, before a commissioner 
appointed for that purpose. Mr* Bid well, as well as two thirds 
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or more of the naturalized subjects, declined, from religious 
oi oonsciemious principles, partaking (he sacrament in the es- 
tablished church; nor m fact, until then, did the government 
deem it any way necessary or essential to exact this particular 
point, as the act requiring it was an Imperial and note Brovin- 

W T ; "TT 6 -’ from Don " usa g e for forty years, it was 
considered obsolete; but Mr. Bid we II must be dispossessed of a 

sea in the Legislature, even at the hazard of making nine- 
tentns of the subjects aliens, which was accordingly done This 
desperately w,cked act roused all classes in the Province to a 
state of desperation, and were it not for the superior manage 
ment of Messrs .McKenzie, Eidwell and some others, the con « 
sequence would have been most serious. 

This mad Assembly went even so far as to propose a bill to 
compel British emigrants, arriving by the wav of New York 
or mse where in the United States, to remain seven years in the 
I rovince, and take the oath of allegiance, before' I be v could 
be entitled to I he -rights of subjects. Gov. Maitland was at 
length recalled; hut instead of being brought to an account, 
and punished lor bis arbitrary government, ns he ought to 
nave been, he was promoted to higher honors. 


CHAPTER XII. 


Sir John Colborne’s administration. 

Sir John Colborne succeeded: who, like all iormci gov* 
ernors on assuming the administration, promised u speedy 
redress of all grievances, and encouraged the people : with 
nromises of happier and better times, but these, like all for- 
mer ones were only made to answer the purposes of the day. 
Maitland's administration was very justly denominated, the 
Sn of ‘‘Corruption run mad.” These were the palmy, 
fe of church and state, of shuffling profligacy and rotten 
boron gh-mongering. Instead of redressing grievances, one , 
of the^first acts o( this administration was, to multiply nre. 
sponsible banks : to grant large salaries for small services 
to alienate the school lands for a job; to pass rotten boro u 8 l 
bills! wherel.v to destroy the last vestige of ...depended 
renfcentation: property declined in value; thousands of | 
the settlers left the Province ; money daily became scaicer, 
and credit difficult to be had. Du ring tins administration, 
the exertions of the House of Assembly, m passing good an : 
wholSome laws, were rendered useless by that curse of a« 
wSttiin, the mock House of Lords, called the Legisk 
life Council. This branch of the Canadian Legislature 
chosen by the Governor, for life, independent o! the peopk 
and consequentlv, is at the nod of the Executive Amon. 
the bills passed by the Assembly, and black balled by life 
Council are the following: A bill to protect the agr.enlu. 
ml interests of the Province from a ruinous foreign comp' 
It ^ to provide for the just and equal distribution of ; 
nroperty of persons dying intestate, by taking away tk 
rio-ht of primogeniture, as the law now stands, hd ls w c ; 
also passed, to secure an impartial trial by jury J and to tak 
fron. tlia sheriffs, who bold Iheir offices during execut ■ 
plcSure, the power which they possess of packing Junes ,1 
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relieve the. (Quakers, an excellent class of subjects from bur- 
dens and penalties which are imposed by the militia laws, 
and which are, in time of peace, altogether unnecessary; 
to improve common schools, and increase the public funds 
for their support ; To amend the charter of King’s College, 
in conformity with his majesty’s recommendation, and the 
wishes of the people, so as to put the Institution into oper- 
ation on just and liberal principles ; To provide for the sale 
of clergy reserves, and the application of the monies arising 
therefrom to objects of common benefit and utility ; To pro- 
mote the peace, freedom, and independence of electors of 
members of Parliament, by adopting the mode of voting by 
ballot. All these measures, and many others, were re- 
jected by the legislative council, and the labors of the House 
lost. It is right, that the reader should fully understand the 
materials which composed the Legislative Council. It con- 
sisted of seventeen members, exclusive of the Bishop of 
Quebec. ; of these not more than fifteen ever attend to their 
legislative duties, and out of the members generally present, 
six were of the governor’s council, and eight office holders 
under the government ; and the remainder generally candi- 
dates for office. This was the Legislative Council of Can- 
ada. 

Mr. McKenzie, a bold and persevering assertor of consti- 
tutional reform, was six times ousted from the Assembly, 
and as often returned by the people. 

The elective franchise became reduced to a mere cypher; 
and Sir John Colborne gave the finishing stroke to religi- 
ous liberty, by creating 57 rectories or parsonages, accord- 
ing to the establishment of the church ot England, under 
the great seal of the Province, and endowed them out of the 
clergy reserves. To these rectors, or parsonages, ministers 
have been, or are to be presented, as are their successors in 
future, by the government, and they are, according to the 
39th clause of the act “To hold and enjoy the same, and 
all rights and profits thereunto, belonging or granted, as lul- 
ly and amply, and in the same manner, and ou the same 
terms and conditions, and liable to the same performance 
and the same duties as the incumbent of a parsonage or 
rectory in England," and the next clause oithe act provides 
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for the exercise of “spiritual and ecclesiastical jurisdiction 
and authority,” according to the laws and canons of the 
church of England. Under which clause, ot course, eccle- 
siastical courts will be established, as no other church or 
court can fully exercise such spiritual and ecclesiastical ju* 
risdiction. According to the act, the government may en- 
dow the parsonages, from time to time, and erect and con- 
stitute ns mauv more, as the governor may deem needful ; 
so that these parsonages may- be multiplied beyond all cal- 
culation. The different clergy .of the church of England, 
have received from the government in exchange lor their i 
own private property, large quantities of the clergy reserves; 
for instance, the Rev. James Coglan surrenders 3b acres 
of land in the townhsip oi Hope, for 1021) acres in different 
townships; the Rev. Benjamin Crofnon surrenders 4 acres 
of land, and receives in exchange 1892 acres . . 1 lie Rtv. 

Francis Evans surrenders 5 acres in W ood house, and re- 
ceives SOOac.es in Walpole ! ! Rear Admiral VausiUant I 
has been permitted to share in these good things, (oi the j 
benefit of the church, and has received in exchange foi a I 
house and two acres in Blandford, 3690 acres ot valuable | 

Trie land thus conveyed to them in exchange, becomes ^ 
their property, and of their asssigns forever,— not their suc- 
cessors in the sarcedotal office. All comment upon such 
transactions is unnecessary. r 

These endowments, and all these grants in exchange lor 
messuages, and lots of land, are in addition to the large 1 eg - 
ular allowance that is annually paid to them by the Gov- 
ernment, out of the public monies of the Province, without 

the knowledge or consent of the people. 

Thus in one year, in contempt of all their humble re- 
monstrances, and earnest protestations against church es- 
tablishments and government patronage of a single sept, Jif- 
ty-soven government parsons have been established 111 luo 
Province under its Great Seal, to make it irrevocable. 

In this wav, the government opened a new source of 
political influence, and not only established a State church 
araono- them, with spiritual and ecclesiastical jurisdiction, 
but a state church, of which, government is the sole pation 
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bv having the exclusive right of presentation, or appoint- 
ment. The people expressed the strongest feelings of in- 
dignation and astonishment, at. this proceeding, by peti- 
tions to the home government. Year after year, they 
and their representatives have been straining every 
nerve,- to procure the appropriation of the clergy reserves 
to some useful public purposes, in which all might, impar- 
tially and equally, participate. For upwards of thirty years 
have they solemnly and indignantly protested against 
the establishment of any state church. The people, 
from one end of the Province to the other, again, 
and again, petitioned the provincial and imperial parlia- 
ments on the subject. These petitions proceeded, not only 
from the people, indiscriminately, but also from public, bod- 
ies. The explicit and distinct representation on this sub- 
ject of the Methodist Episcopal Conference in 183 L, in their 
'address to his majesty, cannot be forgotten; inasmuch as it 
produced a most offensive rcplyffrom John Col borne, which 
caused much excitement and dissatisfaction at the the time. 
The observations contained in the address on the subject o£ 
applying public funds to the support of religious bodies, 
and of thus oppropriating the clergy rsserves, were distin- 
guished for wisdom and truth. In 1832, McKenzie was 
delegated to England, with petitions signed by 21,000 free 
holders, expressing similar sentiments. In fact, all parties 
and all denominahons on this matter, have been agreed, 
and have so remained, with a unanimity and perseverance 
that is surprising. 

Equally decided and uniform have been the exertions of 
the Assembly, to effect the same object. They had repeat- 
edly addressed his majesty; they had also as frequently ex- 
ercised the powers given to them by the constitutional act, 
to repeal those parts it, which relate' to the appropriation of 
the clergy reserves ; although these bills like many others 
ardently desired by the country, have been contemptuously 
rejected in the legislative council. So numerous and urgent 
have been those' representations to his majesty’s govern- 
ment, that the appearance, at least, of a favorable disposition 
on this subject, was at length obtained from the cabinet 
minister. 
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In 1S32, thg House of Assembly were informed by Sir 
John Colborne, in a message, dated 25ili of January, 1832, 
that lie had his majesty’s commands to make to them the 
following communication. 

‘•The representations which have at different times been 
made to his majesty, and royal predecessors, of the prejudice 
sustained by his faithful subjects in this Province, from the 
appropriation of the clergy reserves, have engaged his ma- 
jesty’s most attentive consideration. He has with no less 
anxiety considered how far such an appropriation of terri- 
tory is conducive either to the temporal welfare of the min- 
isters of religion iti this Province, or to their spiritual influ- 
ence. Bound no less by his personal feelings, than by the 
sacred obligations of that station to which providence lias 
called him to watch over the interests of all the protestant 
churches within his dominions ; his majesty could never 
consent to abandon those interests, with a view to any ob- 
jects of temporary and apparent expediency. It has, there- 
fore, been with peculiar satisfaction, that in the result of his 
inquiries into this subject, his majesty has found, that the 
chauges sought for, by so large a proportion of the inhabit- 
ants of the Province, may be carried into effect without sa- 
crificing the just claims of the established churches of Eng- 
land and Scotland. The waste lands which have been set 
apart as provisions for the clergy of those venerable bod- 
ies. have hitherto, yielded no disposable revenue. The pe- 
riod at which they might be reasonably expected to become 
more productive, is still remote. His majesty has solid rea- 
son for entertaining the hope, that before the arrival of that 
period, it may be found practicable, to afford these churches 
such a reasonable and moderate provision, as may be ne- 
cessary, for enabling them properly to discharge their sacred 
functions. His majesty, therefore, invites the House of As- 
sembly of Upper Canada, to consider how the powers giv- 
en to the Provincial Legislature by the constitutional act, 
to vary or repeal this part of its provisions, can be called in- 
to exercise most advantageously for the spiritual and tem- 
poral interests of his majesty’s subjects in the Province.” 

This was a pledge of no ordiinary solemnity, on the part 
of his majesty’s government, not to proceed in opposition 


SIR J. COLBORNe’s ADMINISTRATION. 80 


to representations which had, at different times, been made to 
his majesty, by so large a portion of the people. To estab- 
lish and ‘endow these rectories, in opposition to these re- 
jnonstrances, was as flagrant a violation ot royal promises 
and good faith, as can, well be imagined. In" Lord Glen- 
elg’s instructions to the governor, it is distinctly intimated, 
that the disposal and appropriation of the clergy reserves, 
are to be left lo the legislature of the Province. Under these 
circumstances, how could the proceedings of the govern- 
ment, in the formation and endowment of those rectories, 
and the exchange of lands, evidently a system of jobs, he 
reconciled, with a decent regard to good faith and justice, 
to the interests of the Province, or to the well known, and 
often declared wishes of the people? 

f Ihe reflections which such a question suggests, are pain- 
ful and mortifying. 

Measures, most, affecting the peace and happiness of the 
people, their opinions, and feelings, were adopted, not only 
without their consent, but in opposition to their unanimous 
and often declared wishes. To continue their complaints 
seemed now useless. 


.Lord Glorielg declared, in his instructions to Sir John 
Colborne, that “lmperisl legislation on any subject of ex- 
clusively internal concern, in any British colony, possessing 
a legislative assembly, is, as a general rule, unconstitu- 
tional, and that to withdraw from the Canadian to the Im- 
perial legislature, tllie question respecting the clergy reserves 
would lie an infringement on that cardinal principle of 
colonial government which forbids parliamentary interfere- 
ances, except in an evident and well established neces- 
sity.” 

I Itese are the professions of the Imperial Government ; 
but what has been its conduct. 

Shortly aftei this admisson, an act was passed by the Im- 
perial Parliament, without even a pretence of necessity, and 
without the consent or knowledge of the people, or their 
representatives, authorising the sale of one-fourth of the 
clergy reserves, and withdrawing from the Canadian to the 
Imperial legislature, the question respecting the application 
of these funds, to other purposes, than their original object, 
8 * 
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such as the support of education, &c. Under this act, more 
than two hundred and fifty four thousand dollars have been 
raised by the sales of these lands, and instead of being ap- 
plied to provincial purposes, such as the making and repair- 
ing of roads and bridges, it was paid over into the military 
chest, and shipped to Old England. 

'The Hon. Edward Ellice, in his examination before the 
House of ( ominous, on the affairs of Canada, alter descri- 
bing the general and deep teeling which existed in the pro- 
vince, about the appropriation of these reserves, said, “sure- 
ly, the framers of that act, must have overlooked the addi- 
tional objection of drawing from the small capital of the coun- 
try any part of it, for (his invidious purpose.” Notwith- 
standing this caution, and, although the law was a plain 
infringement of the principles of the Canadian Constitution, 
recognised and admitted by them, the ministry carried it 
out, "not only in selling the reserves, and draining the coun- 
try of its capital, but also in making those unwarrantable 
and profligate exchanges. What a practical comment is 
this, on British Colonial Government. Lord Glenelg, 
must have supposed, when writing the above instructions, 
that the people of Upper Canada were destitute of common 
sense and discernment. 

The whole of the transaction to which we have advert- 
ed from the beginning, prove the necessity, and illustrate 
the importance of the great object for which the people had 
been for a long time contendtng, viz: an “ independent re- 
sponsible government •” 


CHAPTER XIII. 


Sir John Colborne’s Administration — riots at elections. 

Sir John Colborne’s administration was also remarkable 
for the desperate and bloody outrages at the elections, sanc- 
tioned or connived at, as they were by the authorities. The 
Orangemen & tories were encouraged and even urged by ma- 
gistrates and sheriffs, to assault with missiles, and often with 
deadly weapans, every person who might vote for a Liberal 
Member. At Farmersville, in the county of Leeds, they 
attempted the murder of a Mr. Phillips, for voting a- 
gainst the government candidate ; but fortunately for him, 
in the phrenzy of their madness, they killed a brother Or- 
angeman in mistake. And to escape the penalty of the 
law, they appeared before a Grand Jury, and swore the mur- 
der against Mr.Phillips, a bill of indictment was found, and 
Phillips was tried for his life, by a tory judgeand jurymen, 
but was honorably acquitted of any participation in the 
bloody affair, except what was necessary in his own defence, 
to save his life. In the examination of the witnesses be- 
fore the court, the murder was pointedly brought home to 
the parties who swore out the indictment from the Grand 
Jury ; but they were Orangemen, and of the government 
party, and there the matter rested. 

Phillips being a true and staunch reformer, and a gentle- 
man of large property; his destruction, at all hazards, 
was determined by these hell hounds. They destroyed his 
property and he was afterwards obliged to escape in the 
night, and seek refuge in the state of New York. In 1838 
at the Windmill, below Prescott, this unfortunate, but brave 
and generous patriot was killed on the last day of the battle. 
Mr. Armstrong, a Scottish gentleman of property and influ- 
ence, was embowelled in the streets of Toronto, the seat of 
government, by a gang of ruthless, drunken orangemen, 
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for his manly efforts in behalf of liberal institutions. An 
inquest: of ofangenieu was held over the body, who bro J t 
in a verdict of accidental death. By all accounts, they have 
been the bane of Ireland, but most certainly, a blighting 
curse in Canada. Until their settlement in the Province, 
there never were better, more friendly or obliging neighbors, 
than the Irish Catholics. But the instant the orangernen 
settled among them, discord, bloodshed, and murder were 
the result. 

The first murder perpetrated in U. C. was by one these 
desperadoes, of the name of M’S weeny. By the contrivance 
of the government authorties, they soiar got the ascenden" 
cy in the Johnstown District by virtue of the cudgel and 
bludgeon as to carry the elections for the government, when- 
ever they pleased. To bring them to justice was impossi 
ble, the authorities were on their side, justice could not reach 
them. 

The writer of this work, and the Rev. , of the Bap- 

tist denomination,' on returuinghome, in a one horse car- 
riage, from the election field at Merrickville in 1836, were 
suddenly surprised in the woods by a band of these savage 
hirelings. Their leader, Hare, a notorious villiun seized 
the carriage with one hand, while he attempted, with the 
other, to drag the writer down, A sudden blow of the butt 
end of a large horse whip, laid the intended assassin 
sprawling on the ground. Before his gang came up, 
with the aid of a good horse and a free use of the 
whip, they were soon distanced. The poor timid priest 
was so frightened, as to loose all power oi action, during the 
scuffle; but after recovering, and seeing himself out of dan- 
ger, he was the most valliant man the writer ever saw; h.e 
foamed at the mouth, kicked with his feet, shook his fists 
over the hinder part o l the carriage, inviting the Isiimael- 
ites to come, if they dared. The fact is. the suddeness of 
the surprise, had so frightened him, that when fairly recov- 
ered, it had the effect of throwing him into a kind of hyste- 
rical frenzy. For, naturally, he was of a very quiet, meek 
and pacific disposition. Some time previous to this affair, 
one of these incarnate demons, a Mr. Henry Hamilton, and 
two others, lay concealed at the edge of a swamp through 
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which the writer had to pass on his way home from a political 
caucus On entering the swamp, these rufiiiar.s sprang from 
their lair, dismounted him in rather a rough manner, and were 
it not for the timely appearance of three strange gentlemen, 
they would have accomplished their designs. The author, from 
the wounds received, was confined to his bed for three months. 

This Hamilton shortly afterwards killed Mr. Tarbox, an A- 
merican citizen, with a saddler’s knife, in Prescott, for which 
he was appreherded, tried, and condemned, but not executed, 
‘‘BECAUSE HE ONLY KILLED A DAMNED YANKEE/’ 

Thus they go it in Canada. Killing a Canadian reformer or 
a Yankee is the same tiling, arul the sure way to attain pre- 
ferment. At the same election David Ballintyne, a gentleman 
of character, influence and property, after giving his vote for 
a reform candidate, was immediately attacked by about a hun- 
dred of those rufiains, who beat, cut and mangled his body in 
a horrid manner; broke down the hustings, snatched the "poll 
books from the returning officer, and tore them to pieces. — 
Mr. Samuel Bass, a peaceable farmer, on returning quietly 
homo, was overtaken by a gang of these furies, dragged from 
his horse and left for dead on the Queens highway. Having 
failed to entangle Mr. McKenzie in the meshes of the law, or 
in finding aught against his public or private character, the 
Governor’s privy council met, on a particular day, to devise 
means to take his life, as will now be proved by the following 
testimonies: — 

Home District, 

To Wit: $ Came before me, James Hervy Price, 

Esquire, Commissioner for taking affidavits, in Her Majesty’s 
Court of King’s Bench, this clay, William Howe, of the Town- 
ship of York, coach maker, who being duly sworn, voluntarily 
depose th and snith, that about four o’clock in the afternoon, 
Monday, 13th of November, inst. as this deponent was. walk- 
ing up the street, leading from the public offices to the Govern 
merit House, in company with Mr. John Mantnch, of this city, 
six or seven persons came out of the Governor’s door and out 
of his gate; they were talking about McKenzie, and this depo- 
nent distinctly heard the Hon. John Elmsly say to Mr. Allan, 
for he turned to him whilst lie spoke, — “McKenzi^ ought to 
have been shot at tliut time, and the only thing . io hp-dpnods 
to take him out and shoot him.” Signed, , , * . - 

w. hoav'e. 
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Home District, } 

To Wit: S Came before me, James Hervey Price, 

Esquire, a Commissioner for taking ftfficbviu, in ibo Court o! 
King’s Bench, John Mantacli, of the City of Toronto, book- 
binder, who being duly sworn, freely and voluntarily deposeth 
and saitii, that about the liour of lour in the afternoon pt Mon- 
day, the 13th of Nov. inst. as this deponent w is walking near 
Hi's Tf xcellency’s gale, in company of Mr. William I]mve, the 
Hons. William Allan, Robert B. Sullivan and John Ehnsley, 
members of thu Executive Council of Upper Canada, with sov- j 
eral other gentlemen, came out of the said gale of the Govern- | 
meat House, — Elmsley said to Allan, “McKenzie should (or 
ought to) have been shot at that time, and the only tiling to bu ! 
done, is to take him out and shoot him now. - 

Sworn before me, at. Toronto, this 14lh Nnv. 1 ’■> t • 

J H Purer,, a Commissioner for taking affidavits &c. 

Signed, JOHN MANTaCH 

When the fountain of a govern me tit is so foul and despe- 
rately wicked as this, what purity can be expected from the 
streams which flow from it? 

While Mr. McKenzie was in England, advocating the pause 
of the people, and demanding a constitutional redress of their 
grievances, the harpies of misrule were secretly employed in 
circulating counter petitions through the Province and calling on 
the teachers of common schools, to sign them and make all i 
their pupils who could write do the same. The teachers durst 
not refuse for fear of losing the government appropriation for | 
schools, and the pupils signed them for fear of punishment 
from their teacher. In this manner, they obtained fifty-one 
thousand signatures to their petitions for church and stale gov- 
ernment; which they forwarded to the Colonial office. The 
odds was greatly against Mr. McKenzie; yet, notwithstanding 
this vast difference’, on re feting to the petitions^ he had little 
or no difficulty in convincing Lord Goodrich of their despe- 
rately wicked tendency, by imposing on His Majesty's govern- 
ment, such a mass of pucrlfe signatures. 

Lord Goderich was convinced, and drew up instructions for , 
Sir Johif Coibornc, with directions to take the necessarv 
steps, forthwith, to redress the evils and abuses complained of 
in the People’s Petition. Sir John lost no time in refering 
these instructions to the Assembly at their first sitting. Put 
the leaders of the tory faction,- 'Mr. Atty. Gen. Boulton and 
Solicitor Gen. Hagerman, instead of acting upon them with 


that courtesy which was due them, treated the instructions 
with the most sovereign contempt, and abused Lord Goderich’s 
char ft etc r find benign intentions, with ft. violences and brutality, 
which would disgrace the least civilized government in Europe. 
They represented him as a political mountebank, adding, 
^nobody can tell what political caper this political imbe- 
cile may next order. This foolish minister is trying to reduce 
the institutions of Lhe country to rank Yankee democracy.* — 
The fools and knaves of the Yankee Republican faction, whom 
Lord Goodrich delighleih to honor — and the fools and knaves 
of the Canadian Republican press,— and they arc all fools and 
knaves, who do not disapprove of Lord Goderielrs conduct, in 
listening to the silly complaints of the swinish multitude, 
n gainst the hono ruble and learned gentlemen connected wish 
the administration of the government” This language having 
reached the King’s car, Hi rough Mr. McKenzie, these wo nines 
were removed from office in disgrace* But Lord Goodrich, 
being shorsly afterwards created Earl Ripgm, retired from the 
Colonial office, nor] was immediately succeeded by tory Stan- 
ley, who promoted the disgraced Attorney Gen rui to l ha 
Chief Justiceship of Newfoundland, and restored Hagerman 
l«> Ins former office; — so that what one Colonial Minister does 
for the goad of the Province, the next is sure to undo; such 
was the uneeriai nty of the Colonial office. The grievances 
complain d of by the people, instead of being redressed or 
ameliorated, Were left to accumulate, like a rul.ing snow -ball. 
Laws were enacted during this administration, creating new 
and irresponsible legal tribunals; clothing existing courts with 
new ms a ns of op press ion, and increasing their expenses; au- 
thorize tvg direct taxes on the people, and interfering with pri- 
vate rights; taking away the rights and privileges of the elec- 
tors. The laws regulating their trade and commerce, were 
enacted in the Parliament of the United Kingdom, and eonti n 
ually changed and varied without the Province being consulted, 
although the value of their labor and property are deeply af- 
fected by this ever varying system of Ivgtrdation. 

Their trade by sea is carried on exclusively lor the advan- 
tage of capitalists, residing in EugUtuh England claims an 
exclusive monopoly of the Cnnad inn markets, but allows the 
Canadians none in hers. Their beef and pork are prohibited 
in the English mark els, and their pot and pearl ashes subject 
to the same rates of duty, at London or Liverpool, as the pot 
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and pearl ashes of the United States By an act of the Impe- 
rial Parliament, it is enacted that United States wheal, wheat 
/lour, beef and pork, may be imported into the Canadas, either 
by sea or inland navigation, free of duty, and may be shipped 
at Quebec, to any part of the British West Indies, on the same 
terms as the like produce ol Upper Canada. By an act of 
Congress, passed in July, 1832. wheat, wheat flour, beet and 
nork, ashes and all other articles, the staple produce ol the 
Canadas, are subject to a lax of fifteen per cent, if imported 
into any part of the United States; so you see the monopoly h 
all in favour of England and the United States. I bin is a 
vpccimcn of the manner in which they manage Canadian af- 
fairs. in the English Parliament. The Canadians are confined 
to the markets of the home country, entirely. Were they to 
attempt to extend their trade with other countries, the preuee- 
tin" duties imposed by England, in favor of her own merchan- 
dise, would prevent the importation ol foreign goods in ex- 
change. Selfishness alone, is the principle which has guided 
England in her intercourse with Canada, and that selfish policy 
will", undoubtedly, hasten the independence of the Colony; tor 
with all her encouragement of emigration, with all her expen- 
ses of armies, fleets,' governors and viceroys, she is but hast- 
ening the final consummation. One after another, ns they 
gam power, her Colonies will grasp by force, the political 
fights denied to peaceable petitions; until, in time she becomes 
the “"jrdled tree” spoken of in tile days of the prophet bir 
F.ancis B. Head. Of all the measures that ever came before 
tne Assembly, the bill providing for a court ol Chancery, was 
the most wicked and dangerous. It passed; and the people 
found that, instead of n court of equity, it proved a court ol 
spoliation and confiscation. Us supporters presented, it as a 
golden pi pin, but upon trial it turned out a bitter ciab. oi 
my bovs,” said n respectable Englishman, “1 recovered in 
Chancery, an estate of two thousand four hundred dollars a 
year, and the whole estate, aye, and four thousand dollars into 
the bargain, were swallowed by the costs ol court. In nine- 
teen cases out of twenty, the suitors are stripped and beggared, 
Sir John Colborne, determining to give the Canadians, be- 
fore his recall, a surfeit of t<»ry government, commissioned a 
large hatch of magistrates, consisting of Irish Orangemen ani 
Yankee renegade lories. Not a solitary Scotch, Eng ish, or 
Canadian reformer was appointed, because at the previous e- 
leciions they voted contrary to his wishes. 
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Old Countrymen may differ as to forms of government; but 
a Yankee tory is a Gibeonitc. Strange ns some mav think it, 
the bitterest enemies of the reformers, exceeding even the Or- 
angemen in virulence and deadly enmity, were these Yankee 
lories. Not cordially liked, even by the Orangemen them- 
selves, they were hated with a perfect hatred by the reformers. 
They were the reproach of their country; the disgrace of the 
American continent, and one of the curses of Canada. The 
world did not. and never will, and never can exhibit so grovel- 
ing a class of freemen as the lories of Canada. 

It might almost be said, from the course pursued by Sir John 
Colborne, that the Home Government appointed him to the ad- 
ministration lor no other purpose than to oppress the people; 
squander their resources, and entail on their posterity the op- 
pressions of n church established by law; which church, Cob- 
bett, in his History of the Reformation, page fourth, says, 
“Was engendered in beastly lust; brought forth in hypocrisy 
and perfidy, and cherished and fed on plunder, devastation and 
rivers of English and 1 risii blood,” On page 6th, lie adds, that 
it was established in England “by the gibbets, the racks, and 
the ripping knives.” This church, contrary to the repeatedly 
expressed declarations or nine-tenths of the imputation, is now 
the law established church of Canada, with an endowment of 
<>ne-seventh of the Province, or 15,000,000 of acres, which the 
Primate of England has declared to be part and parcel of the 
dioceseol Canterbury. Had the Canadians no other grievan- 
ces to complain of than merely this, it was of itself sufficient to 
warrant an appeal to arms. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Corruption money — High prices. 


In 1835, Sir John Colborne ordered §5196,60 / to be paid to 
pensioners and sinecurists out of the people s money, usually 
calied the casual and territorial revenue, without their, 01 their 
representatives consent — *one item ol which runs tius: * an 
A B. Hawkins, a yankee tory, and P. Robinson, a son o one 
of the Wyoming murderers in the Am. revolution, $14, 500 lor 
expense of starving noor settlers and emigrant pensioners - 
'['lie 17th item reads thus: “Paid Joseph bpraggs |M0ll • for 
keeping a small tory school in Toronto. Item 3oih: am 
83,500 to hireling priests of the Presbyterian order, item 

36th: Paid 812.870 to hireling pn#» of ! he f ^rlotell 
Church. Item 1st: Paid Roman Catholic Bishop M Donell 

83.000 pension. Item 2d: Paid Roman Catholic pnes s, ^,- 
000; and so on to the end of the chapter. The Method, 

81.900. The Baptist Church was the only one which ictus- 

ed the wages of iniquity. . . , r 

' \* e free born sons of America! what would you think of a 
President who should, without your consent, undertake 

squander vour resources in like manner! . 

We will here give a list of the Executive and Judiciary offi- 
cers, of Canada, with their salaries. It will afford an opportu- 
nity of comparing a domestic with a lorcign govciiimen » 
government by farmers, with a government by strangers Iron, 
beyond the ocean 


Canada. Salary. 
Gov. of U. Canada, $24,000 


Sec. of State, 
Auditor, 

Chief Justice, 
Attorney General, 
Associate Judge, 


4.000 
1.460 

7.000 
4,900 
4,444 


Michigan. 
Gov. of Michigan, 
Sec. of Stute, 
Auditor, 

Chief Justice, 
Attorney General, 
Associate Judge, 


Salary. 

$ 2,000 

800 

300 

1,600 

250 

1,600 


Canadian gov. $45,704 7 P „ J;, n T.nlcres 

Michigan Judges get no retiring pensions, Canadian Ju o 
get each $3000 per annum from the pockets ol the peop.e.vvt i 


American gov. $6,550 
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the decency of asking their leave. Thus they go it in Canada. 

It may be asked, What is the cause of this difference in the 
salaries of the officers of these governments? The reasons 
are plain: The people of Michigan govern themselves; Canada 
is governed by imported strangers, whose only interest in the 
province is that of fleecing the people. Each of the twenty- 
six confederate states c.hooses its own Governor and Legisla- 
ture; alters and amends its own Constitution; frames laws for 
good government; creates and maintains a militia; appoints the 
judges of the land, magistrates, and sheriffs; has a voice in the 
regulation of trade, the currency, and in questions of war, 
when discussed in the great Parliamcut of the confederation, 
through its senators and representatives. Canada is governed 
by the bayonets of foreign mercenaries; has no voice in the 
choice of her Governors and Legislative Council. She dare 
neither alter or amend her political Constitution; has no voice 
in the regulation of her trade or currency, nor in the question 
of war or peace; she appoints neither magistrates nor sheriffs, 
militia officers nor coroners; nor has the control of her own re- 
venues, nor the disposal of her public lands — hence her bad 
roads, rotten bridges, and little improvements, large salaries 
and despotic government. 

The British Parliament robbed Canada of its lands; and 
rogues and sharpers, the howling herd of corrupt officials, rob 
it of its money, and its miserable inhabitants dare not complain 
— for when they ask for reform, the}' receive coersion. The 
family compact surround the Governor, so that no one not of 
their tribe or party can reach him. They actually govern the 
country; dispose of its places of profit and distinction, and not 
only rule, but insult the people. Being really independent of 
all control, their insolence, rapacity and corruption know no 
bounds; and if, at any time, the Governor, or even the Home 
Government, offend their high mightinesses, they treat them 
with scorn and contumely, and scoff at the commands sent 
to them from England. 

Mr. Roebuck, a member of the British Honse of Commons, 
and agent for the people in the Lower Province, remarked, in 
the English Parliament: ‘‘While such is the nature and conduct 
of this petty and vulgar oligarchy, I bcsccch the House to con- 
sider the peculiar position of the people over whom they domi- 
ucer. This people are in daily, nay, hourly intercourse, with 
the republicans of the United States of America. They arc 
accustomed to behold, across the frontier, a great people, not 
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more instructed, nor more deserving of good government than 
themselves, self-governed — governed by thoroughly democra 
tic institutions; and what is the result? A state of unexampled 
prosperity — equal, rap;d, and unceasing improvement; laws 
and institutions that continue in their action as regular as a 
piece of physical machinery. They see the cheap governing 
body, having interests identical with the people, and possessed 
of their ever advancing spirit of improvement, aiding all enter- 
prise — in fact, performing the true functions of a government; 
not contented with protecting to the utmost, the properly, per- 
son, and reputation of all the citizens, but assisting in all those 
great undertakings which are best promoted by the combined 
efforts of a whole people. With such a sight before them, it 
is not wonderful that the Canadian people have imbibed the 
free spirit of America, and that they hear with impatience the 
insolence, the ignorance, the incapacity, and the vice of a nest 
of official cormorants, who, under the fostering domination of 
England, have constituted themselves an arislocrisy, with all 
the vices of such a body, without one of the redeeming quali- 
fies which are supposed to lessen the mischiefs which are the 
natural attendants of all aristocracies. It is of a people thus 
high-spirited, pestered and stung to madness by this pestilent 
brood, that I demand your attention,” &c. “If you do not 
redress their grievances, and permit them the free and full ex- 
ercise of the rights and privileges granted them by the Consti- 
tution, they will take for their example the conduct of their 
neighbors in the year 177G, and throw you off with the same 
hitter animosity, and govern themselves.” 

Immediately after this. Sir John Colborne was promoted to 
the Guelphic order of Hanoverian Knighthood, by letters pa- 
tent from the Crown, as a reward for his exertions in keeping 
down the Yankee faction, and preventing reform, and for up- 
hoding a church and state government for so many years in 
Upper Canada, contrary to the declared intentions of the peo- 
ple. But Sir John was determined not to rest short of the 
peerage. In order to strengthen his church and state lory go- 
vernment, and to render his measures popular, by giving them 
the appearance of impartiality, by the advice of his secret 
councillors, it was determined to attach the dissentient preach- 
ers, in consequence of their great influence, to the car of the 
administration. He, therefore, condescendingly meted out of 
the people’s money, without their consent, a certain sum an- 
nually, to the Methodists, Presbyterians, Catholics, and Bap- 
tists. The bait was offered, and readily gulped by all but the 


Baptists, who would not touch the unclean thing. Be it remem- 
bered. t \ a pr-.vious to this pi'*ce of bribery, the ministers of 
these sects were bold arid ardent advocates in ihe cause of re- 
form; and frequently taught the people from the pulpit, “that 
a church establishment was an abomination; that it restricted 
the liberty of conscience, and never failed to reduce the people 
to spiritual bandage; that the maintenance of their spiritual 
privileges depended on their maintaining their political rights; 
that rebellion to tyrants ami ungodly rulers was obedience to 
God. But mark ye: they had no sooner accepted the wages 
of Balaam, than like Balaam’s ass, they found a new tongue. 
It was now: “Be ye subject to the higher powers; for there is 
no power but of God; and the powers that be are ordained of 
God," &c. Thus they sold their consciences, and their coun- 










ness; and turned the grace of God into lasciviousness. 

Despotism has rarely ever been thoroughly established in 
any country without the connivance and assistance of the cler- 
gy. Liberty | throughout the world, has suffered more through 
their instrumentality, than from any other class of people what- 
ever. Canada is a hving exemplification of this truth. Their 
crouching to Sir John Colborne, for less than a mess of pot- 
tage, destroyed the hope of freedom in that unhappy country, 
for some time at least. Had the other sects, like the honest 
Baptists, stood true and firm to their former integrity, Canada 
would now have been free. From this time forward, these 
priests found no more fault with the administration, nor could 
they see any abomination in a church united with the state, un 
til recently, when the Methodist preachers discovered it a sec- 
ond time, after the Regis donum was withdrawn. Then like 
other penitent sinners they exclaimed peccavi. But the iron 
sway of the church, incorporated with the sta:e, was now con- 
firmed. 

It was ieit for Sir F. B Head to drive home the key stone 
in the despotic arch, which his predecessors had so nearly fin- 
ished. In 1 1 commen ce me n t of the year 18B6, Sir Francis 
assumed thfi reins of government, with ample instructions from 
the Home Government, as usual, to settle all the diffi- 
culties. 

He found, on his arrival, a reform House of Assembly, the 
choice ol the people. The Colonial Secretary handed him Mr. 
M’Kenzie’s book of gjievances, as his guide; and, on address- 
ing the members of the Assembly, the first time, said: “You 
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have great and oppressive grievances, that require important 
remedial measures, without delay. Impartial justice must be 
administered; the people have asked for it; their sovereign has 
ordained it; and 1 am here to execute his gracious commands. 
Delay will only increase impatience.” He stated lurthre: 
“ that he was sent out to administer the atlnirs of the Province 
in such a way that the people should have occasion to he at- 
tached to the parent state, from sentiments ol affection and 
gratitude, as well as from principles of duty.” He portrayed 
the Province as “standing like a healthy young tre e, that had 
been girdled; its drooping branches mournfully betraying that 
its natural nourishment had been deliberately cut off.” 

The country hailed his arrival as the dawn of happier days. 
Loyal addresses were poured in to him daily, from all parts of 
the country Expectation was now on tiptoe. Commercial 
and agricultual deputations proceeded from every quarter to 
the government house, to welcome and pay their loyal respect*, 
to the great reformer, Sir F. B. Head. But as he was a 
stranger to the Province and its affairs, and knew but little ot 
the wants, sentiments, and habits of its inhabitants; and as the 
measures complained of under Sir John Colborne's administra- 
tion had been attributed, in a great degree, if not altogether, 
to evil advisers, much anxiety was felt that the new Lieut. 
Governor should cail to his Council persons in whose sound 
constitutional principles the country could nut confidence. Mis 
Excellency appeared to have anticipated their wishes, bv call- 
ing to his Council Messrs. Dunn, Baldwin, and John Rolph, 
gentlemen of liberal principles, and well qualified for the office 
from their extensive knowledge of the affairs ot the Province. 
These appointments afforded general satisfaction, not unmixed 
however with apprehensions that the influence and presence ot 
the old Councillors, who were supposed to have advised Sir 
John Colborne, would embarrass his Excellency and the new 
Councillors, in the pursuit of a more impartial mode of gov- 
ernment. The House of Assembly and the Council were not 
then aware that the Executive Council had hitherto been used 
as a screen for the acts of the Lieut. Governor; for it was gen- 
erally understood that they had been consulted on all the 
affairs of the Province. That the principles of the British 
Constitution were not put in practice as it regarded this Coun- 
cil, in one respect, was well known, for it had been the subject 
of earnest complaint for many years by the House of Com- 
mons; that persons had been appointed or continued as Coun- 
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cillors, whose political opinions were in opposition to those of 
the people and their representatives, and in many eases to the 
expressed wishes of his Majesty's government; us was shown 
in the memorable instance of Lord Goderich's despatch. But 
the country was ignorant how much the affairs of the Province 
had been conducted by the arbitrary will of the Lieut. Govern- 
or himself, with no other counsel than the secret suggestions 
and recommendation of unsworn, irresponsible and unknown 
ndvisers; and as it ultimately appeared, this appointment of 
the new Councillors was nothing but a deceitful manoeuvre of 
Sir Francis, to continue the old system and to gain credit with 
the people at the same time, lor liberal feelings and intentions, 
where none actually existed. 

Messrs: Dunn, Baldwin, and Rolph, accepted the office of 
Councillors on the following previously arranged conditions, 
which were iully understood and subscribed to by his Excel- 
lency : 

1st. That they should be considered in the same relation to 
the Governor as the English ministry were to his Majesty; 
that they should be consulted on all matters relating to the Pro- 
vincial government; and his Excellency left at liberty to act on 
their advice, or not, as he thought proper. But in the event 
of his adopting or acting on measures independently of their 
counsel, previously taken, that they should be at liberty to re- 
tire, and his Excellency at liberty to appoint other Councillors, 
with views cougeninl to his own. 

On these constitutional principles they accepted office; and 
trusting toSir Francis’ sincerity, they were sworn in on tire 20th 
of Feb. 1837; after which day he never called upon them for 
counsel or advice, but carried on the affairs of the Province in 
direct opposition to his own voluntary and solemn engagements; 
and made appointments highly obnoxious to the people. 

He a Iso withheld the royal assent from 114 bills passed by 
the Legislature; many of which, including the felon's counsel 
hill, were of the utmost consequence to the welfare of the 
Province. 

It was evident that he hud given his confidence, and was 
acting under the influence of secret and unsworn advisers. — 
Under these circumstances, the Council were led to examine 
the nature and extent of their duties under the constitutional 
act, and having discussed the subject with his Excellency per- 
sonally, at the Council Board, they united afterwards in an 
unanimous and respectful representation, in writing, to the 
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Governor in which, after adverting to the critical stale of the 
Province, and the general discontent created by the p ?sl admin- 
istration, which no one could doubt, they stated their views ol 
the Constitutional Act 31st. George III, Chap. 31st, as it respec- 
ted the Executive Council, and diew up the following address: 

“May it peease your Excellency — I lie Executive 
Council, impressed with the oath they have taken to discharge 
the duties necessarily resulting from their appointment “toad- 
vise the King and his representative, in the government ol the 
Province” in the terms of the Constitutional Act “upon the af- 
fairs of the Province” deem it incumbent on them, most re- 
spectfully to submit the following representation: 

“The Executive Council recognise the truth of the opinion 
expressed by Lord Gleuelg, that “the present is an era ol more 
difficulty and importance than any which has hitherto occurred 
in the history of this part of his Majesty 7 * dominions.” This 
unhappy condition they ascribe, m a very great degree, to the 
hitherto unconstitutional abridgment of the duties of the Execu- 
tive Council. It appears, from the proceedings of the [louse 
of Assembly, and from the reiteration of established opinion in 
the country, that neither will public expectation be satisfied, 
nor contentment be restored, until the system ol local govern- 
ment is altered, and conducted according to the true spirit and 
meaning of the constitutional act. The delay ol this just and 
indispensable course lias already excited in the great mas3 of 
the people a lamentable jealousy and distrust, and has induced 
the discussion of constitutional changes, the desire of which, 
unless speedily arrested, by affording the unrestricted opera- 
tion of the gist. Geo. lit, chap. 31, will not only become more 
fixed, but rapidly increase to a greater and irretrievable ex- 
tent. The policy and measures which have ied the Province 
to the present unpleasant condition, seldom passed under the 
review of the Executive Counci , or were >ubrnitted for their 
advice. Nevertheless, its members have been undeservedly 
subjected to the heaviest reproach throughout the country I rom 
a prevalent belief that they have been called upon to fulfil the 
the duties imposed upon them by the constitution, as advisers 
upon public affairs. But amidst the obloquy thus thrown upon 
them, they have studiously avoided any attempt at exculpation, 
by disavowing in their defence any participation in (he conduct 
of affairs which they were erroneously supposed to have appro- 
ved. The consequence of this silent endurance -of political 
odium has been the perpetuation of the misbelief that the Exe- 
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cutive Council were conversant with the affairs of the Province, 
upon which they are appointed to advise; and although an op- 
posite practice has gene i ally prevailed bet ween Governors and 
th&i 1 councillors, \ot it has ever been notoriously contrary to 
the state oi things presumed by the community to exist. Public 
opinion respecting the Executive Council and their duties, has 
been founded upon the terms of the 31st Geo. III., to which 
statute the people used Co express a firm attachment*; an attach- 
ment which the Council believe never would have been impair- 
ed, had the constitution beeu administered, either according to 
tis letter or spirit. ****** From 
the language of the statute it appears plainly: First, that 
there is tip Executive council; secondly, that (hey arc appoint- 
ed by tho King; that they are appointed to advise the King and 
his representatives upon the “affairs of the Province.” 
No particular aflairs are specified*, no limitation to any parti- 
cular or subject. As the constitutional act prescribes to the 
council, the “affairs of tho Province,” it requires equal author- 
ity ol law to narrow those limits, or relieve the council from a 
co-extcnsive duty. 

Every representative of the King, upon arriving from Eng- 
land to assume the government ot this country, is necessarily a 
stranger to it; and the law has provided lor a local council, as 
a source of advice, which, when given, is followed or not, ac- 
cording to his discretion. * * But while the consti- 

tution has assigned to the council this duty, it is only to a very 
subordinate and limited extent that they have hitherto had op- 
portunity afforded them to perform it. ’ It is admitted that the 
exigency of the statute can only bo answered hv allowing the 
affairs ol the Province to pass under their review for such ad- 
vice as their consciences may suggest, preparatory to the final 
and discretionary action of the Governor upon those affairs. — 
The council meeting once a week upon land mutters, while the 
affairs of the country arc wittheld from their consideration and 
advice, is as imperfect n fullfilment of the constitutional act as 
if the Provincial Parliament wore summoned once a year to 
meet, agreeable to the letter ol the law, and immediatel v pro- 
rouged upon answering the speech from the throne. In both 
cases the true meaning and spirit of the constitutional act re- 
quire that the Parliament should have a general and practica- 
ble opportunity to legislate, and the executive council to advise 
upon the affairs of the country. In the former case, the rep- 
resentive of the King can withhold the royal assent from bills; 
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and ill the latter, reject the advice offered; but their respec- 
tive proceedings cannot be constitutionally circumscribed 
or denied, because they need the expression of the ^Royaj 
pleasure thereon for their consummation. 

The people have long and anxiously sought for the ad- 
ministration of their government, under the representation 
of the king ; and the council most respectfully, but at the 
same time 3 earnestly, lepresent that public opinion upon the 
subject is so fixed, and becoming so impatient, as to pre- 
clude the possibility oi denying or delaying the measure, 
without increasing public dissatisfaction, and leading to the 
final adoption of other views, as already universally mani- 
fested, uncongenial to the genius of the constitution, and 
most dangerous to the connection with the patent state. 
The remedy, it is feared, is now proposed too late for all 
the advantages desired ; but the longer it is withheld, the 
more alienated and irreconcilable will the public become. 
The Council would be happy in establishing a system of 
government, according to the principles recognized by the 
charter of the liberties of the country — an expectation 
which the Council are most anxious to realize. Should 
such a course not be deemed wise or admissible by the gov- 
ernor, the Council most respectfully pray, that may be al- 
lowed to disabuse the public, from a misapprehension of the 
nature and extent of duties confided to them. 

Signed, PR TER ROBINSON. 

GEORGE 0. MARKLAND. 
JOSEPH WELLS, 

JOHN H. DUNN. 

ROBERT BALDWIN. 
JOHN ROLPII. 

To this representation, Sir F. B. Head sent a reply, con- 
cluding with the following paragraph : 

« The Lieutenant Governor, assures the Council, that 
his estimation of their talents and integrity, as well as his 
personal regard for them, remains unshaken ; that lie is not 
insensible of the difficulties, to which he will be exposed, 
should they deem it necessary to leave him. At the same 
time, should they be of opinion, that the oath they have ta- 
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ken, requires them to retire from his confidence, rather 
than from the principles they have avowed, he begs, 
that on his account, they will not for a moment hesitate to 
do so.” 

When the Council accepted office, their political princi- 
ples were made known, and llie conditions on which they 
would act, were fully explained to Sir F. B. Head. He ac- 
cepted their services, on those conditions, with the avowed 
retention of the opinions they had hitherto publicly enter- 
tained. and acted on. It was, therefore, with pain, that they 
read the concluding part of Sir Francis’ reply. That to re- 
tain “his confidence, and a seat in the Council, they must 
abandon t heir principles.” They considered this proposi- 
tion so offensively objectionable — so derogatory to the hon- 
or of the king — their own character as gentlemen ; and so 
demoralizing to the community, that, without hesitation, 
they retired from the councils of a man, so palpably reck- 
less of honor and character, as Sir Francis avowed himself. 
His Excellency contended that he would not lake their ad- 
vice upon the affairs of the Province, because it took away 
his responsibility, and that he would not consult the Coun- 
cil about the appointments to office, because it took away 
his patronage. If it was wrong to ask the Council their 
advice on the affairs of the province, was it not palpably, 
so, to make them bear the blame of his misgovern me nt 1 — 
His extraordinary conduct amounted to this, in the issue, 
that he would carry on an arbitrary government, not because 
it was the best calculated to advance the peace and prosper- 
ity of the country, but for the selfish purpose of displaying 
the extent of his power. For it was not contended that the 
constitution prevented him from consulting with the Coun- 
cil on all matters, if he was only desirous of doing so. Sir 
Francis now, threw off ail disguise, and from the Reform- 
er, to redress all their grievances, became the avowed ene- 
my to all reform; abused the lute Council in unmeasured 
terms, because, “they represented that all governorson their 
arrival from England, were necessarily wholly ignorant of 
the state of ihe Province, and the character of its inhabitants; 
it seemed, therefore, rational, and prudent to them, that be- 
fore making appointments to office, he should receive the 
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Eid vice of the Council, in conjunction with whom, he could 
make better inquiries, and arrive at safer ccmclu&iuns, than 
by his own Unaided judgment*’’ In his reply to die Coun- 
cil, lie declared that u the Province had not the Hr it - 
ish ctivmt ilulio tL^ nor its resemblance 3 nor any thing like 
a resemblance. This bold assertion, surprised all classes; 
for they were accustomed to believe that ihe governor rep* 
resented his majesty; the council Ids ministers; the legisla- 
tive Council the House of Lords, and the Assembly the 
House of Coiinuuns, with their respeclivesphercs of opera- 
tion. But Sir Francis, in his reply to the address of the 
Common Council of the city of Toronto, maintained that 
a 7 10 Provincial administration in Canada, or any 

other of his rmqcsiy ? scotonies; ?I “that its operation would be 
productive ©$ the most vicious effects/' Having coerced the 
new members, to resign mid to render his administration su- 
premely odioos, hi the face and teeth of the Asssembly, he 
colled to Ins Con noil men of the most ultra tory character 
that could he found in the Province. T he House of As- 
sembly regretted, in their remousl ranee to him, that when 
he was einibled through the late liberal Council, lo conduct 
his administration in a manlier efficient and satisfactory : 
calculated to allay* all existing? discontent, and preserve die 
peace, welfare, and pood government of The Province, he 
should so hastily, rashly and disingenuously disappoint 
public expectation. and (ill the Province with greater distress 
mid apprehension, than ever prevailed tipon the rv/iert ques- 
tion. The House, respectfully hut earnestly, urged (lie 
] ,ieut. Governor, to enforce the principles of the British 
constitution, respecting the confidential advisers of the gov- 
ernment, and intimated an intention on their part, that if 
these just and reasonable wishes were any longer disregard- 
ed, they should withhold the supplies from the govern- 
ment, They declared their regret at the removal of the 
late Executive Council, and their entire want of confidence 
in the newly appointed members of it, and to prevent mi 
open rupture, they humbly, hut firmly requested him to 
take immediate steps for their removal. Sir Francis, nev- 
ertheless retained them, disregarding the wishes of the peo- 
ple, thus constitutionally expressed ; and answered them 
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laconically, that “/re was responsible to none but the 
King-. ■ JNo alternative was now left the House, but to 
abandon their principles, privileges aud honor, and to be- 
tray their duties, and the rights of the people ; or to withhold 
die supplies , which was accordingly done. But previous 
to this, the citizens of Toronto addressed the governor as 
follows : 

“We, His Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the inhab- 
Hants oi the city of i oronto, assembled under the authori- 
ty 0 the Mayor of the -city, beg respectfully to submit to 
\om Excellency, this, our address, containing the expres- 
sion Oi om sentiments and feelings in reference to the late 
changes in the Exccvtive Council, and of the opinions 
which have been expressed by Your Excellency as to the 
nature ol the constitution of this Province. 

Thai Col. Sitncqe, the first as well as the ablest and most 
enlightened Incut. Governor of this Province, who was a- 
memberoi. the Parliament of Great Britain, when the sta 
tut* 31st Geo. Ill, chap. 31, commonly called the Constitu- 
tiomd Act, was passed, was the bearer of that Act to this 
colony, and was authorized undoubtedly, by his Majestys 
government, to declare to his faithful subjects in this Prov- 
ince, the nature of the constitution, then about to be put 
into operation for their benefit, and who assured the people 
of this Province from the throne, on the opening of the first 
session of the Provincial Parliament, that the said act had 
“established the British Constitution, and all the forms 
which secure and maintain it in this distant country , 11 and 
'■that the wisdom and beneficence of our Most Gracious 
Sovereign, and the British Parliament has been eminently 
proved, not only: imparting to us the same form of govern- 
ment, but also in securing tlie benefits of it by the many 
provisions that guard that memorable act, so that the blcs- 
sings oi an invaluable constitution thus protected and am- 
plified, they might hope would be extended to the remotest 
posterity and that the same governor upon closing that 
session, specially enjoined upon" the members of the Legis- 
ItUtiic A cnri the tli roue to explain to the people of the couu- 
try, “that this Province was singularly blest, not with a 
mu til bated constitution, but a constitution which has stood 
10 
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the test of experience, and was the very image and transdript 
of that of Great Britain.” 

That it is an essential and inalienable feature of the Brit- 
ish constitution thus to assure us, that the King shall be 
assisted in all the affairs of government by the advice of 
known and responsible councillors and officers who possess 
the confidence of the people, and of the ma jority of their 
Representatives; and that our fellow subjects in the United 
Kingdom would indignantly resent any attempt to deprive 
them of this part of their constitution, as an infringement 
upon their most sacred rights and liberties, and a step taken 
to degrade them to the condition of slaves. 

That the recent appointment by Your Excel lency, of the 
Hon. John Rolph. Robert Baldwin and John Henry Dunn, 
Executive Councillors gave universal gladness and satis- 
faction throughout the Province, those gentlemen having 
been long known, beloved and respected for the talents ac- 
quirements, and virtues which adorn their character's; the 
liberal and patriotic principles that they entertain; and the 
important services which they have respectively rendered to 
the people of this Province; and that the selection of them 
by your Excellency, ns your advisers, disposed his majesty’s 
subjects to hope that a new and happy era had at length arri- 
ved in the history of this Province. 

That we have learned with surprise and sorrow that 
those gentlemen, together with the former members of your 
Excellency’s Council, have found themselves under the ne- 
cessity of resigning their seats, and that your Excellency 
appears to us, to have taken offence for no other reason, 
than the respectful expressions of an opinion in favor of the 
government being conducted on the acknowledged princi- 
ples of the British Constitution ; an opinion, supported by 
unanswerable arguments, and which they were bound by 
every obligation of honor and duty, as faithful councillors, 
to express to your Excellency. 

That our most sincere respect and gratitude are due to 
those gentlemen, and their late colleagues in your Excellen- 
cy’s Council, for the noble efforts which they made in the 
honorable and upright discharge of their duties, to secure to 
die people of this Province the practical benefit and faith- 
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fill application of constitutional principles of the highest im- 
portance to their liberty and prosperity ; and that" we are 
solemnly called upon at such a crisis to declare our firm 
and unalterable determination to resist every attempt to mu- 
tilate and deform our Constitution, by the denial of those 
principles, or the refusal of a full benefit and practical ope - 
ration of them, and that the people of this Province, will 
never, in our humble opinion, be content with a system that 
is only a mockery of a free and responsible government. 

That we feel it our bouudeu duty, to declare to your Ex- 
cellency, that the gentlemen whom your Excellency has 
called to your Council, since the resignation of your late 
Council, do not in any degree possess the confidence of the 
people of Upper Canada. 

We further humbly express our disappointment and re- 
gret at the remarks which Your Excellency has, by evil 
and unknown advisers, been induced to animadvert "upon 
the circumstances under which your Excellency caused 
your late Council to resign ; and that respect which it is 
equally our duty and inclination to pay the Representative 
of our Most Gracious Sovereign, forbids our declaring on 
this painful occasion, any other feeling, than that of au~ear- 
nest hope that the persons, whoever they may be, who have 
been gnilty of such an abuse of your Excellency’s confi- 
dence, may be forever discarded by you r Excellency. 

In conclusion, we beg leave to stale to your Excellency, 
that as subjects of the British empire, we claim all the rights 
and privileges of the British Constitution, and as subjects 
of a British colony, possessing the powers of self govern- 
ment, given to it by the Parent State, we claim our right 
that the Repi-esentative of the Crown shall be advised in all 
our affairs by men known to, and possessing the confidence 
of the people ; and as the true friends of his majesty’s gov- 
ernment, and to the permanency of opr connexion with 
the Parent State we earnestly entreat your Excellency to 
regard our opinions and remonstrances (firmly, though we 
hope respectfully expressed) and adopt measures to calm the 
present extraordinary state of public excitement, aggravated 
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by the high hopes created hi the pubiic mind by the remo- 
val of Sir John Colborne, and the appointment of your Ex- 
cellency to the head of the. Administration. 

By order of tire meeting. 

Signed, T. D. MORRISON, Mayor. 

Chairm an. 

JAMES LESLIE, Sec'y. 

HIS EXCELLENCY’S REPLY. 

Gentlemen I — Having reason to believe that the meet- 
ing from which you arc a deputation, was composed p rin- 
cipaliy of the industrious classes and being persuaded that 
the liberal principle of the British government, in whatever 
climate it may exist, is the welfare and happiness of the peo- 
ple, I shall make it my duty to reply to your address with 
as much attention as if it had proceeded from either of the 
blanches of the Legislature, although I shall express my- 
self in plainer and more homely language, 

1st. I have no. wish to deny “that Col. Simeoe was the 
first as well as , the ablest and most enlightened governor of 
this- Province — that he was a member of Parliament when 
the Statute 31st Geo. Ill, chap 31, commonly called the 
Constitutional act was passed ; and that he was the bearer 
of that act to this colony but I ask yon, can this possibly 
alter the solemn act itself? For surely your own plain 
good sense will tell you, that Col. Simeoe had no more 
power, either during his first voyage or on his arrival here, 
to alter the charter committed to his charge, than I had 
power to alter the Instruction which I lately delivered from 
his majesty to both Houses of your Legislature; and so if 
Col. Simeoe, instead of saying that the constitution of tin’s 
Province “ was the very image and transcript of that of 
Great Britain,” had thought proper to compare it to the ar- 
bitrary governments of Russia or Constantinople, it would 
in no way have injured your liberties, or altered one single 
letter of the written charter of your land. 

2d. I have no wish to deny “that in the British constitu- 
tion, the King is assisted in all the affairs of government, 
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by the advice of known and responsible councillors and of- 
ficers, who possess the confidence of the people,” and who- 
form ins majesty’s cabinet; but Col. Simeoe, who you your- 
selves state “was authorised undoubtedly by his majesty’s 
government to declare to his faithful subjects in this Prov- 
ince the nature of the constitution,” created no such cabinet 
nor any cabinet at all, and from his d.iy, down to the pres- 
ent hour, there never has existed any ministry in the colo- 
ny, except the governor, who is himself the responsible 
minister of the crown. 

Supposing it were to be argued that four-fifths of the 
members of your house of Assembly ought immediately to 
be dismissed, because, in proportion to" the population" of 
Great Britain and Ireland there exist five times as many 
members here as in the English House of Commons would 
you not think it very irrational that this noble but thinly 
peopled colony should be made “the exact image Lind truus'- 
evipt of the British caiistitntion,” merely because Col. Sim- 
eoe happened to use these words ? Would you not imme- 
diately appeal to your constitutional acton the subject? 

Would you deem it just that a young rising Province like 
this, should be afflicted with the same expensive machinery 
requisite for the government of the mother country, 4000 
miles off, 

__ Would you not fairly argue, that as the whole population 
of this immense country exceeds only by one third that of 
the single parish of St. Mary le-boiie in London— and as 
the whole of its revenue does not equal the private fortune 
of many an English commoner, it would be unreasonable 
to expect that the people of this Province should be ruined 
in vainly attempting to be the “exact image and transcript'’ 
of the British con stilu lion. 

But the constitution which His Britannic Majesty George 
the Third granted to this Province ordained no such absur- 
dities ; and yon have only to read that constitution, to see 
quite clearly to the truth of this assertion. 

The yeomen and industrious classes of Upper Canada 
should never allow a single letter to be subtracted from, or 
added to, this great charter of their liberties ; for if once they 
permit it to be mutilated, or what may be termed improved 
10 * * 
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they and their children become instantly liable to find them- 
selves suddenly deprived of their property, and what is bet- 
ter than all property, of their freedom and independence. 

By this net, you are of course aware that a House of As- 
sembly, a Legislative Council, arid a Lieutenaut Governor 
are appointed : but it creates no Executive Council : and if 
people tell you that it does, read the act, and you will see 
the contrary. 

Now, as regards the House of Assembly, you must know 
that beine: your Representatives, they are of course answer- 
able to you for their conduct ; and as regards the Lieuten- 
ant Governor, I publicly declare to you, that I am liable to 
dismissal in case I should neglect your interests. 

But, contrary to the practice which has existed in this or 
any other British colony. — contrary to Col. Simcoe’s prac- 
tice or to tire practice of any other Lieutenant Governor 
who has ever been stationed in this Province, — it has sud- 
denly been demanded of me that the Executive Council are 
to be reponsible for my acts; and, because I have refused, 
ata moment’s warning, to surrender that responsibility which 
1 owe to the people, — whose real interests I will never aban- 
don, — I find that every possible political effort is now ma- 
king to blind the public mind, and to irritate its most violent 
passions. 

But I calmly ask, what can be the secret meaning of nil 
this? Is it usual for one person to insist on bearing another 
j erson’s blame? or fora body of men to insist on receiving 
iho punishment incurred by an individual superior to them in 
station? W hy, therefore, should my Council, whose valuable 
advice, if it were not to he forced upon me, 1 should be most 
anxious to receive, be required to demand from me my re- 
sponsibility? What reason can exist for attempting to deprive 
mo of the only consolation which supports any honest man in 
an arduous duty, namely: the reflection that he is ready to 
atone for every error he commits, and that he is subject to ar- 
raignment if he offends? Why should it be declared that re- 
sponsibility would be more perfect with my Council than with 
me? Are they purer from party feelings, or less entangled 
with their family connections, than l am? How can gentle- 
men who have sworn to be dumb, be responsible to the yeo- 
manry and people of this rising Province? How could they 
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possibly undertake to administer this Government, with mouths 
sealed by an oath which forbids them to disclose, to any one, 
the valuable advice they may conscientiously impart to me? 

The answer to these questions is very short. The political 
parly which demand responsibility from my council, know per- 
fectly well that the power and patronage of the crown are at- 
tached to it; and it is too evident, that if they could but obtain 
this marrow, the empty bone of contention — namely: responsi- 
bility to the people, — they would soon be too happy to throw 
away; and from that fatal moment would all those who nobly 
appreciate liberty, who have property to lose, and who have 
children to think of, deeply lament, that they had listened to 
sophistry, had been frightened by clamor, and had deserted the 
Representative of our gracious Sovereign, to seek British jus- 
tice from his mute but cofidentinl advisers. This supposition, 
however, l will not permit to be realized; for never will I sur- 
render the serious responsibility 1 owe to the people of this 
Province; and I have that reliance in their honesty — 1 have 
lived so intimately with the yeomanry and industrious classes 
of our revered mother country, that 1 well know, the more I 
am assailed by faction, the stronger will bo their loyal support, 
— and that if intimidation be continued, it will soon be made to 
recoil upon those who shall presume to have recourse to it. 

The grievances of this Province must be corrected — im- 
partial justice must be administered: the people have asked for 
it — their Sovereign has ordained it — I am here to execute his 
gracious commands — delay will only increase impatience. — 
Those, however, who have long lived upon agitation, already, 
too clearly see their danger; and with surprising alacrity, they 
arc now taking every possible measure to prevent me from 
rooting up the tree of abuse, because they have built and fea- 
thered their nests in its branches. They asked, however, for 
the operation, and to amputation they must very shortly sub- 
mit; lor “what’s worth doing should always be done well.” 

1 have come here for the avowed purpose of reform, but I 
am not an agitator; and, by command of our gracious Sover- 
eign, I will maintain the constitutional liberties of his sujects 
in this Province, and at the same time encourage, to the ut- 
most of my power, internal wealth, agriculture, commerce, 
peace and tranquility. 

With respect to my late Council, I regret, quite as much as 
you can do, their resignation; but, before they took the oath 
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of secrecy, (which appears fo my judgment, to be an oath of 
non-responsibility to the people,) 1 addressed to them a note 
which clearly forewarned them, as follows: — “l shall rely ou 
your giving me your unbiased opinion on all subjects respect- 
ing which 1 may feel it advisable to require it.” 

Three weeks after they had joined the Council, they alto- 
gether, in a body, disputed this arrangement; and accordingly 
we parted on a matter of dry law. 

No one can deny that my view of the subject agrees with 
the practice of Col. Simeon, and of all the succeeding Gover- 
nors of thus Province, down to the day of Sir John Colbornc’a 
departure; hut that is no proof whatever that the practice has 
been right, — and, if you would prefer to form your own opin- 
ion of the law, read the Constitutional act. 

With respect to my new Council, whose high moral charac- 
ter l cannot hut respect, I shall consult them as unreservedly 
as 1 had promised to consult those who have just resigned; and 
if any competent tribunal .shall pronounce that they are re- 
sponsible for my conduct, no one will be a greater gainer than 
myself by the decision. 

In the meanwhile I shall deal openly and mildly with all 
parties; and 1 trust that 1 can give you no belter prool of my 
own intention to be governed by reason, than the explanation 
I have just offered to yourselves, the citizens and industrious 
classes who attended the Toronto meeting. 

True Copy. J. JOSEPH* Sec’y* 

REJOINDER. 

May it please your Excellency — 

We thank your Excellency for replying to our Address 
“principally from the industrious classes of the City,*’ with as 
much attention as if it had proceeded from either branches of 
the Legislature, and we are deeply sensible, in receiving your 
Excellency’s reply, of your Excellency’s great condescension, 
in endeavoring to express yourself in plainer and more homely 
language, presumed by your Excellency to be thereby to he 
brought down to the lower level of our plainer and more home- 
ly understandings. But we beg leave, in justification ot those 
classes, to assure your Excellency that any comparison which 
may have passed ill your Excellency’s mind between them, 
and the more unfortunate and less favored, in the perishes of 
the parent state, is by no means founded in truth. The indus 
trious classes of this city have, for many years, been serious- 


ly impressed with the duty and importance of acquiring know" 
ledge, for the general diilusion of which, they have by their 
own efforts, and at their own expense, (with the aid of gene- 
rous and patriotic friends.) so far successfully labored, as to 
be able to appreciate good writing and fair reasoning. 

We desire respectfully to inform your Excellency, in the 
plain and homely language of industrious men, that any sup- 
posed necessity for this great condescension of your Excellen- 
cy, could not have existed, in any degree, had not past ad- 
ministrations sadly neglected our claims to the blessings of 
general education. Lest your Excellency should doubt our 
sufficient apprehension of the matter (though we have practi- 
cally felt and suffered from the evil,) we humbly refer your 
Excellency to the language of our honest and honored repre- 
sentatives, at the opening of the present session of our Parlia- 
ment — “We have also been anxious, in past years, to make 
the means of education general and easily available; but it has 
only lately become known to the Legislature, that a bountiful 
provision in lands was made by the Crown about 40 years ago, 
though since deteriorated, by a recent secret unfavorable ex- 
change for inferior lands. The University of King’s College 
was grounded on Royal Charter, sought for and granted in 
1826, upon principles, so exclusive and sectarian, as to render 
it deservedly unacceptable to the great body of the people, for 
whose benefit it was, professedly, intended ; and although the 
most reasonable modifications were suggested by a series of 
resolutions in 1829, yet it is now, for the first time, that your 
Excellency has been enabled to announce, from his Majesty’s 
government, any specific proposition respecting it. Nor ought 
we fail to notice, that large appropriations have been made out 
of the University Fund, not to the district and township schools, 
undeservedly neg'ecled, but to sustain Upper Canada College 
in this City, in which the sons of all the wealthiest families are 
educated, and which ought, therefore, to be supported, without 
so questionable an encroachment on public fund. 

To this statement we can add, the untiring efforts of our re- 
presentatives for the sale of the Clergy Reserves and the ap- 
propriation of their proceeds to the purposes of general educa- 
tion, have hitherto proved unavailing — and, although a philo- 
sophical apparatus purchased out of the taxes gathered from 
the people, in the year 1800, has ever since, been unused, 
mouldering and decaying in the garret of the Hospital; yet 
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when the industrious classes, after cleaning and repairing it, 
humbly solicited his late Excellency, Sir John Col borne, for 
the use of it, in their institute, it was peremptorily refused. 

We, therefore, humbly pray your Excellency, under these 
mortifying and humiliating circumstances to accept the above 
painful facts, and extracts from the records of our Parliament, 
as an apology for any ailedged necessity for your Excellency’s 
gracious condescension, in using plainer and more homely lan- 
guage, for the level of our understandings. 

But it is because we have been thus mnl-treafed, neglected, 
and despised in our education and interests under the system 
of government which has, heretofore, prevailed, that we are 
now driven to insist upon a change which cannot he for the 
worse. In the further language of our Commors’ House of 
Assembly, we can aver that “ the uniform experience of nearly 
half a century has forced the conviction, confirmed by the his- 
tory of nations, that no richness of soil, or salubrity of climate, 
no wealth in public lands, or industry and economy among a 
deserving people, can insure their peace, welfare, and prosper- 
ity without the possession of those suitable institutions which 
will yield cheap, honest, and responsible government.” 

Now, your Excellency is pleased to answer us, on this oc- 
casion, by declaring, that the system of government which has 
prevailed from the time of Simcoe, is the best for us, although 
it has, by its vices, reduced us to so deplorable a condition of 
grievances, that even your Excellency recognises it, this day, 
in the following just and sententious language to us — 

“The grievances of this Province must be corrected; impar- 
tial justice must be administered; the people have asked for it; 
their Sovereign has ordained it; and I am here to execute his 
gracious commands; delay will only increase impatience.” 

Thus is the exigency of our affairs frankly admitted by your 
Excellency, in both the Civil and Judicial Departments; and 
surely it is the province of wisdom, not merely to relieve the 
present exigency but to remove the causes which have produc- 
ed it, in the past, and will, if suffered to continue, re-produce 
it in the future; for the like causes will ever produce the like 
effects. However much, therefore, we might command the at- 
tention of your Excellency to see that “the grievances of this 
Province” are redressed, and “impartial justice administered,” 
we are determined, by means of institutions better organised 
and directed, to prevent the recurrence of such wrongs; he- 
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cause it is wiser to prevent evil, than to hazard the correction 
of it, after it has arisen, or lias perhaps, become inveterate. 

Your Excellency is pleased to say, “I am here to execute,” 
&c. But your Excellences predecessors throughout the his- 
tory of this country have made similar professions yielding 
however, nothing but bitter disappointment. The issue of the 
administration of a Gore, a Maitland, and a Colborne, has 
been equally disastrous; each, in its commencement, holding 
forth expectations as flattering as those from your Excellency; 
but each, finally, aggravating our need for “grievances to he 
redressed, and impartial justice to be administered.” But the 
very fact, that your Excellency has begun, like your prede- 
cessors, is a reason for apprehending the same result; for it 
would be offensive to your Excellency to assume that they 
were less wise, impartial, and honorable than any who may ev- 
er succeed them. The hopes of amelioration from each suc- 
cessive Governor have been uniformly delusive; and candor 
obliges us to assure j'otir Excellencp, that even in this early 
period of your government, our condition has become more 
deplorable than ever, and t he very nature and stabtlity of our 
institutions involved in alarming uncertainty. 

While our condition has hec'ii thus growing worse, under a 
succession of new Governors from England, they having been 
responsible to tbe Minister in Downing Street. With our plain 
and homely understandings, we cannot comprehend how a 
responsibility to Downing Street, having failed of anv good, 
with all your predecessors, should bo ail availing in your p re - 
sent government; for it is the same responsibility in nature and 
degree; it is regulated by tbe same instructions; it is rendered 
to the same distant government, 4,000 miles off, and guatded 
by such a system of secret despatches, like a system of espion- 
age, as to keep in utter darkness the very guilt, the disclosure 
of which could, alone, consummate real and practical respon- 
sibility. 1 

Dalhousie and Aylmer, in Lower Canada, and Gore, Mait- 
1 ind, and Colborne in Upper Canada, have, severally, misgo- 
verned their respective Provinces. The two former have been 
impeached by the people, through their representatives, and 
their very crimes, instead of meeting punishment, have raised 
them to higher honors. And although the three latter have se- 
verally retired from our country, after misconducting our af. 
lairs, under a nominal responsibility to Downing Street, till 
they had engendered an imperious necessity “for the correction 
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of our grievances and the impartial administration of justice,” 
yet in every case, they have been promoted higher, in direct 
proportion to the complaints of the people, without any redress 
for their wrongs, or even censure of their oppressions. We do 
not mean, in our plain and homely statement, to be discour- 
teous by declaring our unalterable conviction, that a nominal 
responsibility to Downing Street, which has failed of any good 
with the above gentlemen of high pretensions to honor, charac* 
ter nnd station, cannot have any magic operation in your Ex- 
cellency’s administration, which should it end, ns it has, un- 
happily, begun, might make us drink the cup of national mis- 
government to the very dregs without (as experience proves) 
redress on our part, or retribution on yours. ••Facts are stub- 
born things. It is a mockery to invite us to rest our future 
hopes on an ineffectual, merely nominal responsibility, that has 
proved a broken reed, which it would be folly, ever again to 
rest upon. 

Your Excellency Ims been pleased solemnly and publicly to 
declare, that being determined to hold nn irresponsible, or more 
strictly speaking, an acceptable Executive Council, you hold 
yourself responsible for their acts, as well ns your own; and 
considering the sort of Council you have about you, we cannot 
foresee the magnitude to which your Excellency’s responsibil- 
ity may extend. On your Excellency’s account, therefore, as 
well as our own, we do humbly and heartily desire to sec you 
surrounded by confidential servants, not likely to involve your 
Excellency or dissatisfy the country. We do not, however, 
understand how the Council can be called “non-respectable,” 
when your Excellency voluntarily places yourself as a substi- 
tute, answerable for their misdeeds to the Minister in Downing 
Street. But who can avail himself of this responsibility, in or- 
der to seek any redress? Can it be reasonably required, that 
one of a community “whose whole revenue docs not equal the 
private fortune of many an English commoner,” shall carry 
his complaint 4,000 miies off, transmit the evidence, rebut any 
unjust defence, fee lawyers and agents; in a long, tedious, pro- 
tracted litigation in Downing Street, worse than a suit in chan- 
cery, where, before the matter can be investigated, one min- 
ister succeeds another so rapidly as to defy continuous inqui- 
ry; . 

This responsibility to Downing Street has never yet saved 
a single martyr to Executive displeasure. Robert Gourlay 
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sUll lives in public sympathy , ruined in his fortune, nnd over- 

S r r" "\r m , ’ y ° niciul in i ust *c« persecution; and 
the lute Cupt. Matthews, a laithlul servant of the public, bro- 
ken down t« spirit, narrowly escaped being another victim - 
The learned Mr. Justice Willis, struggled in vain to vindicate 
himsell and the wounded justice of the country ; and the ashes 

nv^T ns aml i,,bert Ra " ,,al1 ec tom bed in a coun- 
try in whose service they suffered heart-rending persecution 
an accelerated death. And even your Excellency has disclos- 
ed a secret despatch to the Minister in Downing Street, (the 
very alleged tribunal for justice,) containing a most libellous 
matter against Win Lyon M’Kenzie, Esq. A]. P. P. ; a “! 
tleman known chiefly for his untiring services to his adorned 

^ E U r mry j ,. Wo ™ -nit for the immolationcff 
any others ol our public men, sacrificed to a nominal resnoti- 
s bdity, which we blush to have so long endured for the ruin 
ol so many of bis Majesty’s dutiful and iovnl subjects. 

, L S P 7 '° ^ wlien . Wron S is done by the Executive Council 
of the to vmce, to any individual or individuals, the Governor 
is responsible tor tnem to the Minister at Downing Street; but 

You 1 !- Exon! T U niigl ' 1 “ S We,! l,c 3nid ' <“ antipodes. 
Ws it u u f nC> ' aSks US ’ Wi ' h r » r '’ r ° n "> 'o -V<*ur late Co,,,, cl. 
b' -rne !” |. ° nC per ' SOnIo , ,nsist on hearing n, .other person's 
™ \ t sepms, may u ploaso your Excellency, m have 
(ho lo do s0 » lor you insist upon being answerable for 

he acts Ol your Council, against their will. Hut inasmuch « 3 
U appc.rs to vour Excellency, as well ns to our plain and simole 
minds, unreasonable for one man to in-ist on bearing another 
person s blame,” we the more earnestly insist that the Exeeu 

‘n e vo;;;' Et s ,'r ,d b ? ar theirow " 
i j., n,„ y sr ' ,ci " usiy your *-*• 

wblTd EXCel ! enCy is ' ,leased ,osa y- ‘hut, tl, e political party 
V I I bti ib S r€Sp0n . 8,bili, y r ° r n, y Council, k now perfectly 
to* it* and it P "''"T of the Crown nr« attached 

r> “ f U 00 . ev,de »t that .1 they could but obtain this mar- 

it. empty bone of contention, namolv, responsibility to 
)« people they would soon he too happy to throwaway.” R f »- 
r? l,n S *. ese strictures ol your Excellency on the purity of 

Wo fm-lielrY ^r^ 1 ' wo deem mosl pntriotic and hoimrabL,) 
oloibear to offer any remark. “Charity thinking no evil.” 

Hut confining our views to what can bo gathered from the ra- 
il 
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presentations of your late Council t we had rather that the pow- 
er and patronage of the Crown were exercised by your Excel- 
lency, after receiving the conscientious advice of your sworn 
advisers, known and acceptable to the people, than your Ex- 
cellences unadvised and arbitrary pleasure; and we think the 
case rendered even worse, by the inter fere nee of a minister 
4000 miles off, too distant from the scene of government, and 
too unacquainted with our complicated localities to form a judg- 
ment upon which he ought to decree, or with which the people 
interested ought to be satisfied. What you rj Excellency is pleas- 
ed to call the marrow of the bono* 5 * E Gonstitutihfeily intend- 
ed to nourish, enrich and benefit the “industrious classes** and 
the whole community; and your Excellency^ candor, will no 
doubt pardon our reluctance wholly to confide (without the ad- 
vice of your Council) to your Excellency as “a stranger late- 
ly arrived among us, ignorant even of the political differences 
of xhe parent state, and avowedly unacquamied with the wants 
and condition of this Province/* 

We beg leave to assure your Excellency, that ihc t( bono J * to 
which your Excellency alludes, has been in the keeping of 
successive Governors responsible to the Minister in Downing 
Street; and at one time it abounded with “marrow,** and was 
even the nucleus for much solid and valuable nutriment, all in- 
tended to form a source of national wealth to be improved, 
husbanded and applied for our peace, welfare and good govern- 
ment It is with profound, and we greatly Fear with unavailing 
regret, we inform your Excellency that while subject to the 
above custody and responsibility, the “bone** had been pecked 
so bare as to leave little of the “marrow** behind. 

Under these circumstances we hope your Excellency will 
commend the ‘industrious classes/ and others for so far learn- 
ing wisdom from woful experience, as no longer to confide their 
best present and future interests, their civil and religious liber- 
lies, and all that endears a man to his country or to the world, 
to a succession of Governors, nominally responsible at Down- 
ing Street* to a succession of ever changing Ministers, (t is 
unreasonable to expect it; we should betray our country to 
consent to it. 

We cannot altogether agree with your Excellency that “the 
only consolation which should support an honest man in an ar- 
duous duty is the reflection that he is ready to alone for every 
error he commits, and that ho is subject to arraignment if he 
offends/* The highwayman and the pirate might and often 
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have pleaded tile same; have even been ready to make atone- 
ment l>y restitution, nud after * arraignment* expiated their 
enmes according to law. But a Statesman, a Governor, or a 
King, is presumed to ho influenced by higher motives mid more 
exn led principles The discharge of evert an arduous duty, 
cannot, and ought not, to be satisfactory to us, if performed in 
an unconstitutional way. in some countries the end gained 
however valuable, might be so tainted by the means, ns to make 
it treason. We desire, not only to bo governed well, but to 
he governed constitutionally; at the very least, according to 
the present charter of our liberties. The fear of personal lia- 
bility to ‘atonement’ or ‘arraignment 7 is a very subordinate pro- 
tectum against the abuse of power, when the complaint is made 
against a person entrenched in authority, and armed with pat- 
ronage; whose very breath confers influence and office, or takes 
them away; whose liability is to the very Minister who is his 
patron, and is uuturuky disposed to view even Ids aberrations 
with a favorable and excusing <*ye. On that account, among 
olliers, we desire, in our government, sunm big her security 
than a uj&positj&ti to atone, o.r a liability to arraigornont, in its 
nature and circumstances, almost impracticable and almost 
always unsuccessful. 

. Ifa «s account, may it please your Excellency, wo de- 

sne to see every (loveruor surrounded by confidential advisers; 
who. from their local knowledge, can supply with sworn advice 
as the surest means oi preventing error or tile humiliating ne- 
cessity of ‘atonement 7 or ‘arraignment* for it. According r n 
Holy Writ “m a multitude of councillors there is safety;’* it 
is, t acre lore, natural for us, rntber to wish to see the manage- 
ment ol our affairs, by your Excellency, witli the aid of an Se- 
eeptabie Council, than by your Excellency alone. Your Ex- 
cellency must take advice, upon assuming a new government, 
ma country in which you are a stranger; and it has been, to 
us, a source oi painful mortification and disappointment to find 
i Ni.it your Excellency was consulting irresponsible individuals* 
neither possessing, nor entitled to political confidence, even to 
the humiliatmg exclusion of your sworn advisors, provided by 
law aud selected by yourself. Hence it is that there has becri 
scarcely a single act of your administration satisfactory to the 
community your Excellency perhaps intended to serve. 

It is against ourselves and our friends engaged in the com- 
mon cause of constitutional government, that your Excellency 
scents to direct the charge o) preventing your “roofing up the 
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tree of abuse because they have built and feathered their nests 
in its branches." In this ‘tree 5 many indeed have ‘built and 
feathered their nests ;* 7 but heretofore Reformers have never 
been allowed even to porch upon its branches, repose in its 
shade, or partake of its fruit. The ultra-tories, who have un- 
happily held your Excellency’s ear and confidence, have en- 
joyed a complete monopoly; and it is ari historical fact, that 
our Governors, among the rest, have ‘buiit and leathered their 
nests,’ and then carried their accumulated wealth, with them- 
selves, out of the country. We trust your Excellency will feel 
on this subject how unjust it is that a community (as your Ex. ob. 
serves) whose public revenues do not exceed the income of 
many a commoner in England, should be called upon to pay 
for the administration of even an irresponsible government, a 
sum almost equal to that received by the President of the Uni- 
ted Stales, with a transcendant wealth and power that put our 
comparative condition to shame. 

We are surprised at the information your Excellency gives 
us, that the Executive Council of the Province is 46 sworn to be 
dumb;” for we always thought they were sworn to advise the 
King and his Representative upon our affairs. Supposing your 
Excellency were so far to unseal their mouths as freely to re- 
ceive^ their, advice, we see no difficulty in its being given se- 
cretly, yet responsibly. In England, Ministers give their ad- 
vice, under an oath of secrecy, and are still responsible. — 
There can be, therefore, no greater inconsistency in such a 
relation subsisting between your Excellency and your Council. 
Actions often indicate more strikingly than words; and altho 7 
your Councillors cannot reveal what they say, the whole 
country can see what is done. We care not how dumb they 
are out of the Council, if their mouths are not sealed in it, and 
the Province is allowed to feel and enjoy the manifest fruits of 
their counsel, without knowing what it was. The Council 
should be responsible for giving good advice, while vour Ex- 
cellency would retain enough of responsibility by deciding up- 
on it. We should not the better esteem a judge who refused 
to listen to an argument before he gave a judgment; or a jury 
who sealed their ears against the charge of a judge, in order 
to manifest their self sufficiency in giving a verdict. The judge 
condescends to hear tb,e argument of a counsel; the jury listens 
to a judge’s charge, and your Excellency should, it seems to 
our “plain and homely” minds, listen on all subjects, to the 
conscientious advice of the sworn advisers, selected by your- 
self, for their “talents and integrity.” 
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^Vc have carefully read, as your Excellency recommended, 
the Constitutional act, and, although your Excellency assures 
us, that by it fc4 a House ol Assembly and Legislative Council 
and a Lieut. Governor are appointed, but that it creates no 
Executive Council," yet we read so clearly, in three several 

places, almost the very same comprehensive words, viz: 

“With the consent of such Executive Council as shall be ap- 
pointed by his Majesty, his heirs and successors, within such 
Provnc e, for the affairs thereof,” that we must believe some 
evil and irresponsible advisers have put into your Excellency’s 
hands a mutilated copy of our Constitution. We cannot rec- 
oncile your present declaration with your reply to your late 
Executive Council, in which your Excellency distinctly admits, 
that the most liberal construction, which can possibly be put 
upon that net amounts to this: “that as an Executive Council 
was evidently intended to exist, the remnant or the old one 
ought not to be deemed totally extinct, until its successor was 
appointed. However this latent intention of his Majesty to 
create a Council for each of the Provinces of his Canadian 
dominions, was soon clearly divulged in a most important doc- 
ument, commonly called the ‘King’s Instructions,’ in which 
the Executive Council was regularly constituted and declared 
as follows: “Whereas we have thought fit, that there should 
be an Executive Council for assisting you, or the Lieut. Gov- 
ernor or person administering the government of the said 
Province of Upper Canada,” * * * “and to the end that 

our said Executive Co^&cii may be assisting you in all affairs 
relating to our service, you are to communicate to them, so 
many of our instructions, wherein their advice} is mentioned 
to be requisite, and likewise all such others, from time to time, 
os you shall find convenient for our service to be imparted to 
them.” 

It is therefore as plain as law can be written, that the Con- 
stitutional act provided for the appointment, by his Majesty, of 
an Executive Council, and that the King has, accordingly 
created such a Council “to the end that they might be assisting 
to your Excellency in all affairs relating to bis Majesty’s ser- 
vice.” This council so organized, is now as much a part of 
our constitution, as the great council of Parliament. The law 
allows the people to elect the House or Assembly, and gives 
the King the power of summoning whom he pleases to the Le- 
gislative and Executive Councils; all are alike created or pro- 
vided for by this act, though it does not specify by name the 
particular individuals to constitute either of them 
IV 
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We welcome the concession of your Excellency, to the 
merit of llie able and enlightened SUV1GOE, to whose memory 
we Would cheerfully erect a monument. We never said that 
that justly revered representative of the King either did or 
could alter the law. But we still think, that an able and en- 
lightened man, who assisted in passing the law, amidst all the 
debates upon it, and who was first commissioned to put it into 
operation, was, of all men, best qualified to explain that law 
and its intended scope and application. Simcok, with all his 
personal knowledge about the law and law givers, declared that 
it was intended to give us, not a mutilated Constitution, but 

one “TIIK VERY IMAGE AND TRANSCRIPT OF THAT OF G R EAT 

Britain;” your Excellency, on the contrary, alter the lapse 
of nearly half a century, asserts, that neither the law nor the 
law givers, of whom Simcoe was one, ever gave or intended 
to give what Simcoe, in the name ot the King, solemnly an- 
nounced from the Throne. 

In England, our follow-subjects have a King, with his Ex- 
ecutive Council, (commonly called his Privy Council , ) a House 
of Lords and a House of Commons: in this country we have 
corresponding institutions, viz: a representative of the King, 
with an Executive Council, a Legislative Council and a House 
of Assembly. We only ask that these institutions should he 
put into operation in a manner corresponding to what is prac- 
ticed in England, and consequently that the Executive Coun- 
cil, under oath, should as fully and freely advise your Excel- 
lency on affairs hero, as the Privy Coffccil, under oath, advise 
his most gracious Majesty. I his is what the Constitutional 
act implies, — it is what Simcoe announced, it is what oui lib- 
p c ities require, and what nothing, without our own consent., can 
lawfully abridge or take nwny. 

If your Excellency will not govern us upon these principles, 
you will exercise arbitrary sway, — you will violate our char- 
ter, — virtually abrogate our law and justly -forfeit our submis- 
sion to your authority. 

We have the honor to be, Sir, your Excellency’s 

Mo9t obedient, humble servants, _ 


JESSE KETCH UM, 
JAMES H. PRICE, 
JAMES LES3LIE, 
AND’W. McGLASIIAN, 
JAMES SHANNON, 
ROBERT McKAY, 

M. McLELLAN, 


TIMOTHY PARSONS, 
WILLIAM LESSLIE, 
JOHN MILLS, 

E. T. HENDERSON,. 
JOHN I)OEL, 

JOHN E. TIMS, 

Wm. J. O'GRADY. 
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Great as was the constitutional question, for which the 
country contended, yet it was simple in its nature/ They 
had under the 3 1st Geo. ill, an Executive Council constitu- 
ted by the royal instruction ; this Executive Council they 
desired to see discharging the duties belonging to it ; as it 
is the duty of Parliament to legislate, so they considered it 
the duly ot the Executive Council to advise. They simply 
proposed that all public affairs, appertaining to the admin- 
istration, should pass under their review, preparatory to the 
final and discretionary action of the governor upon them; 
and, assuredly, the people, upon whose affairs and highest 
interests, the advice is given, should he allowed to sec the 
representative of the King surrounded by men, alike pos- 
sessing his confidence, arid that of the conn:/ y. The great 
question, then, before the country, was not whether they 
should have the constitution and form of government of the 
l nited States, introduced and established argon tr them, but 
simply whether they, his majesty’s subjects in Upper Cana- 
da, should enjoy the acknowledged principles of the British 
Constitution — whether they should have the same rights 
and privileges, that their fellow subjects in the United King- 
dom enjoyed, and which had always, heretofore, been ad- 
mitted in theory, although denied in practice; whether the 
advisers of the Lieut. Governor were men of sound liberal 
principles, and possessing the confidence of the people whom 
they were sworn to serve, or persons unknown and irre- 
sponsible, and consequently, under no restraint or account- 
ability, for the advice they gave. 

Quite differetit was the view that Sir Francis took of the* 
subject. In his reply to the Council, he declared that the 
constitutional act considered him only in the capacity of a 
minister, liable lor his own acts and those of his council, 
that it was, therefore, optional with him whether lie should 
consult his constitutional advisers or not ; but when it was 
proposed in the House to impeach him, he shifted from the 
character of a mere minister, into a representative of the 
King, who l: could do no wrong” and is above all law; one 
day be was a minister, in order to assume power and act 
wrongfully, another day he was the representative of the 
King, to oust the courts of justice of their jurisdiction. The 
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despotic and unconstitutional principles announced and de- 
fended by him, and It is avowed determination to adhere to 
them; the tyrannical and unjust course pursued by him, 
towards the late council, the bitterness of feeling which he 
was known te entertain toward all who thought it their dai- 
ly duty to oppose him; the intention which his public acts 
evinced to perpetuate and aggravate, and to cherish the sys- 
tem. and favor the paitj so much fostered and complained 
of under his predecessor, destroyed all future hope of a just 
and equitable administration of the government. 

The blouse of Assembly remonstrated, warmly, against 
the unconstitutional manner in which he discharged Ins late 
council, in the following address : 

“We, His Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Com- 
mons of Upper Canada, in Provincial Parliament assembled 
humbly beg leave (o inform your Excellency, that we have 
with deep regret learned that your Kxcellency, has been 
induced to cause the late Executive Council to tender their 
resignations to seats in the Council, under circumstances 
which still enabled your Excellency to declare, that your 
estimation of their talents and integrity, as well asyour per- 
sonal regard for them, remained unchanged ; arid that un- 
der the present excited state of public feeling in this colony 
occasioned by the recent proceedings between your Excel- 
lency and the late Executive Council, and the appointment 
of a new Council, (as appears by the Gazette Extraordina- 
ry of Monday the 14th March inst..) composed of Robert 
13. Sullivan, John Elmsly, Augustus Baldwin, and William 
Allan, Esquires, this House feel it to be a duty they owe, 
alike to His Most Gracious Majesty, and to the people of 
this colony, whose representatives they arc, to avail them- 
selves of the first opportunity to declare at once to your 
Excellency the entire want of confidence of this House in 
the last mentioned appointments, and deep regret that your 
Excellency consented to accept the tender of resignation 
of the late council, and humbly request your Excellency 
to take immediate steps to remove the present council from 
such their situation. 

MARSHAI.L S. BIDYVEL.L, Speaker. 
Commons House of Assembly, ? 

24th March, 1836. $ 
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This Quixote, however, plunged from one extreme to 
another. He forthwith dissolved the House of Assembly, 
for presuming to advise him on the choice oi his councillors. 
The affairs o( the Province were thrown into confusion, 
and the people into a state of desperation, by this unexpect- 
ed event; and to add to their already enormous grievances, 
he ordered as an addition to the public lands of the estab- 
lished church, 157,142 acres to beset apart iiqlieu of the cler- 
gy reserves not appropriated in the Huron tract! And 22,951 
acres were granted as an additional endowment to the church 
of England clergy, for which patents were completed, and 
4.118 acres as an endowment Ip the ehurch of England, 
for which patents are not completed. 51 .057 acres were 
set apart as glebes for the church of England, and S5,000 
acres r centum ended in be given as glebes ; 235,206 acres 
were applied for as glebes, by the Bishop of Quebec, to be 
selected thereafter ; 1,262,250 acres of clergy reserves, to 
be disposed ol lor the benefit of the church. The above in- 
formation was given to the Assembly by Mr. Sullivan in 
1836. The following summer, Sir Francis as he was trav- 
eling through the London district, called at the tavern of Mr. 
Jesse Paulding, (now a citizen of Cleveland,) for a fresh 
sett of horses, who very coolly told him, “that he would 
not disgrace his horses by hiring them to such an 
outrageous cursed fool as lie proved to be.” Sir Francis 
heaved a sigh, scratched his head and proceeded with his 
fatigued span some ten miles, when he was apprehended 
for a horse thief, but was acquitted lor want of proof. The 
person who caused him to be apprehended was one of the 
down east, green horned yankees, who, on finding his mis- 
take, r marked very soberly, to the magistrate, before whom 
Sir Francis was examined, that the cretur might be a gov- 
ernor, for aught he knew, but he looked so tarnation guilty, 
that he took him for a horse thief, particularly, as the off 
horse looked exactly like the one he had lost. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The Long Parliament. 

On his return (o Toronto, after this adventure, he hud 
his fears, from the cold treatment he received in the Lon- 
don District, that he had acted rather impudently in dis- 
solving- so suddenly the House of Assembly. J !e was sat- 
isfied from his recent tour through the Province, that the 
Reformers were the most numerous; too honest to be bought 
and too resolute to be intimidated. He therefore, adopted 
the double plan — first, ol appealing to their passions and 
their interests; and then, as his forlorn hope , he stimula- 
ted the Orangemen ivith the shilialahs, to drive them from 
the polls. Sir Francis was a whole souied, thorough go- 
ingman ; no half measures for him ; the whole or nothing 
was always his motto. The radicals he must put down by 
all means, right or wrong. To attain his object, the most 
inflammable materials in the country were excited. All he 
said, and all he published, was calculated to arouse the 
worst passions of the human heart, and to urge on his em- 
issaries and partizans to deeds of blood-shed. In the first 
place, lie attempted to persuade the people, that the late 
Assembly contemplated, in conjunction with one or two 
leading gentlemen in the Lower Province, to invite an in- 
vasion from the State of New- York. In his reply- to an 
address of certain electors in the Home District, he stated 
that “he was well aware that one or two individuals of the 
Lower Province, and the late House of Assembly in Upper 
Canada, inculcated the idea that this Province is about to 
be disturbed by the interference of foreigners, whose power 
and whose numbers will prove invincible. In the name 
of every regiment of militia in the Province, I publicly pro- 
mulgate — Let llicm come if they dare!!" 

Rut his address to tin: electors of the New-Castle District, 
if possible, transcends all that he had said or done before : 
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and would of itself be ground for bis impeachment. “As 
your District,” said he, “ has now the important duty to 
perform ; of electing representatives for anew Parliament, 
1 think it may practically assist, if I clearly lay before you! 
vvliat is the conduct 1 intend inflexibly to pursue, in order 
that by the choice of your new members, you may resolve 
either to support or oppose me, ns you may think proper. 

1 consider that my character and your interests are embark- 
ed in one and the same boat. It by my administration I 
increase your wealth, I shall claim for myself credit which 
it will be totally out of your power to withhold from me • 
if I diminish your wealth, I feel it would be hopeless for 
any one to shield me from blame. 

“ As wc have, therefore, one common object in view, the 
plain question for us to consider is, which of us has the 
greater power to do good to Upper Canada? or in other 
words, Can you do as much good to yourselves as I can 
do for you? It is my opinion, you cannot! It is my opin- 
ion that if you choose to dispute with me, and live on bad 
tcims with the mother country, yon will, to use a homely 
phrase, only quarrel with your own bread and butter. If 
yon like to try the experiment, by electing members who 
will again stop the supplies, do so ; for I can have no objec- 
tion whatever. On the other hand, if you choose fearless- 
ly to dmhark your interests with my character, depend up- 
on it, I will take paternal care of them both. 

“If I am allowed, I will, by reason and mild conduct, 
begin first of all by tranquilising the country; and as soon 
as that object shall he gained, I will use all my influence 
with his Majesty’s government to make such alterations in 
the land granting departments, as shall attract into Upper 
Canada the redundant wealth and population of the mother 
country. Men, women, and money, are what you want ; 
and if you will send to Parliament members of moderate 
politics, who will cordially and devoid of all self-interest, 
assist me, depend upon it, you will gain more than vou 
possibly can do, by hopelessly trying to insult me; for let 
your conduct be what it may, I am quite determined so 
long as I occupy the station I now do. neither to o-ive of- 
fence, nor take it.” 

His next appeal was to the clergy, imploring them as they 
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valued the King’s favor, or their own personal interests, to 
exert tfieir pastoral influence with their respective congre- 
gations, to induce them to vote for the tory candidates. — 
Regardless of their sacred character, the peace aud prosper- 
ity ot the Province, these hireling sycophants, or rather 
wolves in sheep’s clothing, obeyed the unholy mandate to 
the very letter. In public anti in private, and even from 
the sacred desk on the Sabbath, they ceased not to scandal- 
ise the pure and patriotic intentions of the Reformers, and 
denounce them ns enemies to the church and the “ faith, 
once delivered to the saints” for virtuously opposing the 
unconstitutional measures of a cruel, vindictive and tyran- 
ical Governor. While these holy men were thus at work, 
Sir Francis, on his part, was not idle, lie brought into 
play all the means of corruption which his high office pla- 
ced within his reach. He issued out new commissions to 
militia officers throughout the Province; appointed in ev- 
ery county large hutches of magistrates of the most igno- 
rant and sycophantic characters ; and to secure more per- 
manently the interest and influence of the Orange faction, 
the Government. House was painted inside and out with 
orange colors. But to secure the elections the more effec- 
tually, ho adopted the most Imre-lhccd aud corrupt means 
of creating voters. He gave deeds for sand-banks whereon 
aspire f grass never grew, nor ever will, to thieves and 
murderers, confined for trial in the 'Toronto jail, to enable 
them to vote for his favorite candidate, aud, afterwards 
pardoned them. Besides this, upwards of five thousand 
deeds were distributed through the Province to effect the 
elections. These deeds were promis d to be delivered to 
the n w vot r -, free of all charges, at the polls, on their giv- 
ing their suffrages to the Tory candidates. They did so; 
each one demanding his patent as he voted ; but the •gov- 
ernment agents lu*d instructions of a different kind. They 
politely informed the unsuspecting voters that it was incon- 
venient to give them just then ; but as soon as the elections 
were over they should be delivered: and they. took their 
names alphabetically, to have them recorded in the Regis- 
trars office at Toronto. 'The poor dupes believed all this, 
and remained at their own expense until the polls closed, 
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when they had the mortification of being told that their 
patents were boxed up the preceding evening, and forward- 
ed to Toronto by the Governor’s order, to be delivered to 
(hem there on paying the usual lees !! Could Satan him- 
self, with all his cunning, beat this !!! 

In one instance,an agent was despatched with 303 of these 
land patents to Simcoe to obtain votes against the martyr 
Lount ; but finding no market for them there, Orange riots 
were resorted to; which turned the scale lor the Tory candi- 
date. Fifteen hundred were hawked about in the third 
riding of York, to oppose the undaunted M’lvenzie. 

As another instance of the dishonorable means resorted 
to, by these craven officials to coerce the electors, Sullivan 
and Elmsley, honorable legislative councillors, went 
through the city of Toronto before the city election, and 
threatened the merchants and tradesmen with loss of cus- 
tom and stoppage of bank credit. Among others they call- 
ed upon Mr. \V illiam Ware, a highly respectable merchant - 
and when he candidly informed them that hp should not 
vote for the Governor’s nominee, they assured him that if 
he did not, they would not only withdraw their custom 
from his store, but would also stop his credit at the bank, 
and prevent his obtaining any further accommodation 
there!! 

It was generally supposed that upwards of 250,000 acres 
were granted from the first of April to the thirty-first of 
July— exclusive of as much more to the Canada Company, 
to secure the return of a majority of 'Tory members. What 
these means fell short of accomplishing, the Orange shillu- 
lahs supplied. 

Such were the instruments, and such the means, by 
which Sir Francis obtained one of the most bloody and 
audaciously corrupt Parliaments that ever disgraced any 
country, cursed even with such a mock representative ,T ov- 
ernmenf as is Canada. 

Head became literally detested, not on account of his 
mean appearance, for that he could not help— but for his 
conduct. He ruined trade; destroyed confidence between 
man and man; denied them their constitutional rights; co- 
erced the people according to the most approved^rnles of 
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ihe most tyranicul governments in Europe; interfered cor- 
ruptly in the elections , until he obtained his desire of a 
mock Legislative Council ; a dumb Executive Council, 
and a sham representation of the people. 

As a man, he scrupled not at base falsehood ; as a Gov- 
ernor, he involved the country in trouble; as an English- 
men, he destroyed British interests ; as the King’s repre- 
sentative, he disgraced the dignity of the Crown, and alien- 
ated the affections of the people from the Imperial govern- 
ment ; as the chief magistrate, he fostered discord, and 
brooded over anarchy until he produced bloodshed and re- 
bellion. Many a worthy English nobleman suffered the 
penalty of death for lesser crimes than the author of the 
“Bubbels of the Brunners” perpetrated in Canada. 

Immediately after the elections, the people delegated Dr. 
Charles Duncombe, M. P. P. for Oxford, to proceed forth- 
with to London, to represent the melancholy state of their 
affairs to the British government, as well as to urge the im- 
mediate recall of Sir Francis B. Head, and thereby save 
the country from anarchy and bloodshed. But Sir Francis 
having obtained, through a well arranged system of espion- 
age, the nature of Dr. I buncombe’s mission to the Colonial 
Office, despatched a Mr. Carey, to precede the Doctor with 
the following cunningly devised letter: 

“ Toronto , July 16 tfi, 1S36. 

“The republican minority of course feel their cause is 
desperate, and as a last dying struggle, they have, I under- 
stand, been assembling at Toronto night after night for the 
purpose of appealing for assistance to his Majesty’s govern- 
ment! Their convocations are so secret that it is impossi- 
ble lor me to know what passes there; but I have been in- 
formed, that they have actually despatched Dr. Duncombe, 
an American, and a rank republican, with complaints of 
some sort respecting the elections. 

“I (eel confident that your Lordship will discounten- 
ance this dark, unconstitutional practice of despatching 
agents from this Province to his Majesty’s government, to 
make secret complaints against the Lieutenant Governor, 
which, of course, it is impossible for me to repel.” 
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On the above despatch, Dr. Rolph, late member of the 
Executive Council, remarked in his place in the House of 
Assembly, “ 11 it is a dark and unconstitutional practice to 
send agents to his Majesty’s government to complain ofsuch 
official conduct, as preceded and attended the late elections. 
11 such conduct is to be approved by the very government 
from which the people ought to expect and to receive pro- 
tection ; if this co-operation of the Colonial minister, is to 
perpetuate a system abhorrent to every well regulated mind; 
repugnant to the constitution; subversive of liberty, and 
based in immorality; the future civil and religious rights of 
the country , are doomed to extinction. Salvation can, in 
such case, only be expected, from the subversion of such a 
system from its foundation. Unless the evil is now effectu- 
ally corrected, it will equally infect the future, as it has the 
past elections. The country must, therefore, remember 
that this execrable policy is not to be viewed in a specu- 
lative, but in a practical poiiu of view. Shall we ever 
again have a free election ? This fearful inquiry must be 
met by another. Will this execrable policy ever again be 
putin operation? I answer — it will! The same govern- 
ment, under the same system, will not hesitate to resort to 
the same means to gain the same ends. They will not 
blush to call these means “energy,” “moral courage,” and 
“forsight;” “services” worthy of “ high and honorable tes- 
timony!” By these virtues., we are hereafter to be govern- 
ed! Canada must now make her choice between the man- 
ful redress of her grievances, or a lasting submission. Itis 
the preservation or extinction ot liberty. Repetition will 
bo held corroboration ; and renewed success will harden 
the workers of iniquity. Itis a solemn, but unavoidable 
alternative. If you recognise these as virtues, and desire 
their transmission to your posterity, you have nothing to 
do; you have only to suffer. But if your nobler feelings 
rise in arms against such virtues , and the dire inheritance 
they will yield to your children and your children’s child- 
ren; if you value that purity of civil government which is 
Heaven’s second best gift to man ; if this rude blow has not 
severed your bonds of sympathy from your institutions, 
civil and religious, and all that endears a people to their 
country; if liberty shall not by this deadly outrage become 
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extinct, but rather rise from the panic, with renewed ener- 
gy, and a more hallowed zeal; Canadians must nerve them- 
selves with a fervent patriotism, and a Christian spirit, to 
devise by all the constitutional means redress for the past, 
and salvation for the future.’' 

When Dr. Buncombe arrived in London, he found, to 
his great surprise, the door o£ the Colonial Office closed 
against him; nor could he, in consequence of Sir Francis’ 
letter, obtain even an outside hearing from the Colonial 
minister, Lord C-ilcnelg. But the Doctor was not a man 
to be so easily diverted from his object. Being armed :n a 
wood cause, he resolved that, as the Colonial Office denied 
him ingress, the English public should be fully and faith- 
fully informed of the unconstitutional and cruel manner in 
which their fellow subjects in Canada had been treated by 
the Colonial Office, since 1820, and the desperate steps Sir 
Francis B. Head had taken, to gratilv his unhallowed am- 
bition lor despotic power by trampling upon sacred rights; 
perverting the Constitution; obstructing the course of jus- 
tice; prostrating the energies of the country, and rendering 
the elective franchise of no avail hy the vast sources of 
patronage at his command and disposal. These, with a 
detailed account of all their grievances, were published in 
one of the leading journals. 

Alarmed at the pointed charges thus boldly prefered a- 
o-ainst the Lieutenant Governor. Lord Glenelg condescen- 
ded at last to receive the petitions and charges; promising 
Dr. Buncombe, in the event of their proving true, to for- 
ward instructions for a new election, and the recall of 
Sir Francis. It is however worthy of record, that with all 
Ibis information before him, established by irrcl'mgible 
proof, Lord Gieuolg, a peer of England and a minister of 
state, wrote, after Dr. Duncombe’s departure for Canada, a 
despatch, dated the 8th of September, 1S36, being in an- 
swer to the one from Sir Francis, dated the Kith of July, 
thus approving a course of conduct and policy which 
would scarcely find a parallel or an apologist in the dark- 
est government in Europe: 

“ The King is pleased to acknowledge, with marked ap- 
probation, the foresight, energy, and moral courage by 


THE LONG PARLIAMENT. 


137 


which your conduct on this occasion has been distinguish- 
ed. It is peculiarly gratifying to me to be the channel of 
conveying to you this high and honorable testimony of his 
Majesty’s favorable acceptance of your services.” 

The style and drift of the above despatch need no 
comment. 

By this secret despatch, it appeared plainly to the people 
that the Colonial minister had been playing a very dishon- 
orable game, through the bauds of the Lieutenant Govern- 
or — his private instructions approving and rewarding what 
his public despatches condemned as unconstitutional — se- 
cretly riveting the old grievances, while he publicly ordered 
their redress. Thus it was with the clergy reserve des- 
patches; the education despatches; the royal lie about 
protecting the protestaiit churches, &c. Head’s instruc- 
tions were “MfKenzie’s grievance report,” with Lord Glen- 
elg’s despatch commenting on it. 

In this despatch Sir Francis was instructed to request the 
Assembly to establish a Board of Audit by law, and if, at the 
close of the Session, that was not done, to establish it himself. 
Did lie do it? No; he had private information telling him that 
the order was got up to “blarney the radicals.” Head was 
told, in the despatch, to recommend a commission to inquire 
into and diminish useless offices. In his private- instructions 
he was told to call into requisition every means of bribery and 
corruption, which he fulfilled to the letter. He was told to 
keep all the officers in a system of subordination to him, and 
that lie was to obey Downing street. The public despatch 
told Sir Francis, “the King is not prepared, just yet, to med- 
dle with the Clergy Reserves.” The private instructions hin- 
ted that it might be necessary to sell them fo pay the English 
capitalists a part of the bribery money, known as the Provincial 
debt. Gleneig, in the public instruction, told Head to with- 
hold no revenue information. An address from the Assembly 
was sent, subsequently, to learn the condition of the Crown of- 
fice, and Head ordered an answer to be given, so framed as 
to conceal sixty thousand dollars default money. This his 
private instructions required him to do in such an emergency. 
In the public despatch, lie is told to choose Justices or the Peace 
without political partiality. In the private one, and he follow- 
ed it to the letter, the command- was — “Choose none but tools;. 
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e ; < ;J| : : iirals ! lake occasion against all reformers, par lieu- 
| ti1 .|v if tiioy are honest.” The public instruction said, that 
llu: 'j'n'venior would have to vindicate every act ol his admin* 
ishration. in iviigland. The private one told him to keep the 
C; nadiaus poor, "and Gleiidg would share the mock responsi- 
hiiiiv. Tiie public instruction, page 33, oilers up the casual 
rev cm.!'' lor a proper civil list. The private one told him to 
ill -I ,.; Sl,i>00 to the Methodists, and if the Assembly gulped 

tli'.' wholes to reserve it, and thus humbug the Car.adiaua. — 
Ev rv Eritoil of manly feeling, every Canadian of honest in- 
tentions, turned with abhorrence and disgust from a system 
widen could only he carried into execution by measures so 
gross and astounding as these. 

The people now saw through the mystery, why each suc- 
ceeding governor exceeded his predecessor- in ma I -administer- 
ing the 'Vtfnirs of Hie Province, as well as the reasons Ibr 
which they wore promoted previous to, or on their return to 
England. 

On the receipt of the above despatch, Sir Francis’ conduct 
became intolerable. Ho bad the vanity to consider himself the 
Solon of Upper Canada— -the no plus ultra of a perfect legisla- 
tor; and his kitchen sycophants, fur selfish purposes, en- 
couraged the conceit. All classes were fully satisfied that 
nothing now remained for them, but a tame submission, or an 
open assertion of their inherent rights, at all hazards. As soon 
as Dr. Du n combo relumed, the central committee met to re- 
ceive his report, and ascertain the result of bis mission, which 
was by no means favorable. Ti»e new tory Parliament being 
now about to meet, in a lew days the meeting adjourned, to 
prepare for the corning contesl. McKenzie being taken sick 
and his life? despaired of, the indefatigable Dr. Duncombe, al- 
though lie failed in obtaining satisfaction for the people, from 
the Colonial Minister, was, nevertheless, determined to bring 
Sir Francis to a trial, even before his own mock Assembly, 
for teeason and other high crimes, against the people. Ho 
did so, with the full knowledge that it was like bringing it thief 
to trial before a gang of thieves. The King’s life being also 
despaired of, at this time Sir Francis’ Parliament had no soon- 
er mol, than they passed a law, in the teotli of the Constitution, 
declaring their sitting permanent, for three years alter the 
King’s demise, and Sir Francis gave to it the royal assent. — 
Dr. Duncombe brought be lore the House, in due form, his cel- 
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ebrated bill, impeaching Sir Francis Bondhead, Lieut. Gover- 
nor of the Province of Upper Canada, for treason and other 
high crimes, against the people; which* in effect, was like 
throwing a fire-brand at a nest of hornets.; — they flew at the 
Doctor with the poisonous sting of their tongues, from all quar- 
ters. The learned and eloquent John Rolph, arose in the 
might of his intellectual strength, [leaded the little band of re- 
form members, and with Dr. Duncombe, they withstood the 
shock of the onset and maintained their ground — bid defiance* 
and dared them to a fair combat. But they were guiltv and 
dreaded the exposure; Ihcy Turned and shifted — sawno hope; 
no way for escape. Fight they must, or suffer n disgraceful 
defeat. To evade the contest, at one time, they represented 
the Governor as standing in the Ring’s shoes, who could do 
no wrong, and therefore above all law and beyond impeach- 
ment; at another time, they represented him only as a Mints- 
ter, executing tire orders of Duwningstreet, and accountable to 
the king only. But all was to 110 purpose. They must stand 
trial, or be disgraced. There were no possible means of eva- 
ding it, and they knew it. Alter much sparring and confusion, 
they consented to the appointment of a committee to investigate 
the charge and bring in a bill accordingly. With the excep- 
tion ol two members, this committee consisted of the Gover- 
nors creatures and hungers on; notwithstanding which, the 
reform party were so confident of establishing their point, that 
they even agreed to this one-sided measure. But they counted 
without their host. Sir Francis knew his men. He propitia- 
ted each ol them, previously, with a slice from his own hand, 
and to show their gratitude, they perseveringly declined exami- 
ning a single witness on oath ; and a fie r si t Ling day a ft e r da) 7 , 
and week after week, they at length, by a preconcerted strat- 
agem, 1 n the absence of the reform members, signed a icporl 
in behali of the whole, presented it to the House and white- 
washed Sir Francis all over, on the old principle, "ask my 
brother thief if I am a tlliefV* The two reform members, find- 
ing themselves outwitted, by a trick as mean as it was con- 
temptible, protested against the report as corrupt, insulting to 
the committee and unworthy the notice of the House. But lira 
die was cast and the impeachment lust. But another of a more 
formidable and pointed nature, was shortly to be brought be- 
lore them, in a different shape. McKenzie being now recover- 
ed, sent to the House the usual notice, that he would contest 
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the election of Mr. Thompson, for the 2d Riding of York, on 
the following grounds, viz: 

“That at the last election for a member to represent the 
second Riding of the County of York, in the Legislature, 
William Hepburn, Esquire, acting '1 r ns tee to the Six- 
fSations Indians, was the Returning Officer; and the can- 
didates proposed, and for whom a poll was demanded and 
opened, were Edward William Thomson, Fsq. the sitting 

member, and your petitioner. • 

That His Excellency, the Lieut. Governor, &tr t. B. 
Head, unduly interfered with the election and tampered 
with the rights of the Freeholders. 

‘ 1st. By "putting forth a variety of threatening, inflam- 
matory harangues, in violent language, under the form oi 
replies to certain addresses, which were circulated m the 
shape of handbills, evidently with the intention ot biasing 
the minds of the yeomanry, previous to the then approach- 
ing election. ... 

2d. By issuing new deeds alter the prorogation and dis- 
solution, and even after polling had commenced, with a 
view to prevent the election ot your petitioner, who had 
been six times successively returned for the County and 
once for the Riding, for which he was, for the eighth time, 

a candidate. , . 

3d. By allowing magistrates, persons dependent on ins 

will, and others, who were to receive Crown deeds, on con- 
dition of performing settlement duties, to obtain their deeds, 
such duties nor having been performed, and this to influ- 
ence the election. , 

4th. By inducing persons, with expectation ot offices ol 
honor and emolument, to violate the law, in order to pre- 
vent your petitioner’s election — as, for instance, in the 
matter of Andrew Shore and wile, committed to jail, on a 
charge of grand larceny, by Alderman Denison; and by 
him and Alderman Gurnett, (the latter a most indefatigable 
no-ent in spreading the Lieut. Governor’s political replies, 
through the Riding,) admitted Shore to bail, insufficient 
bail, contrary to the statute, which requires all such cases 
to be brought before one of the Judges of the Court ot 
King’s Bench, and allowed Mrs. Shore to go free. Shore 
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was instantly hurried off, by Mr. Gurnett, and his Consti- 
tutional Society connexions, to Streetsvillc to vote for the 
government candidate. For several months after, he was 
at liberty, lie was convicted at the last Assizes of the 
crime of stealing, in a dwelling-house, and is now an in- 
mate in the Penitentiary. Mr. Gurnett, the agent in this 
dishonorable affair, has, since the election, been promoted 
to a Commissiouership, in the Court of Requests, in this 
city, in the place of Mr. Small, removed. 

5lh. By issuing Crown deeds, without a description of 
boundaries, under improper advice, in order to effect the 
election. 

bib. By declining, or refusing to discountenance Orange 
lodges and party proceedings, although in possession of 
the Royal pleasure and the decision of the Legislature re- 
specting them. 

7th. By issuing Crown deeds for lands at Port Credit, 
although the conditions of sale had not been fulfilled, and 
by issuing such deeds, in some cases, to other persons than 
the original nominees or purchasers, although the practice 
has been not to sanction transfers by those who had no ti- 
tles, except under the Heir and Devisee act. 

8th. And, as your petitioner is advised, by contributing, 
with his officers, to funds, intended to affect the election; 
by issuing Crown deeds to individuals, upon the condition, 
expressed or implied, that they would vote for Mr. Thom- 
son, and this, in some cases, without payment of the pur- 
chase money, or upon unusual terms. 

That the returning officer, William Hepburn, Esquire, 
in the performance of the duties of his office at the said 
election, acted, in many respects, partially, illegally and 
ignorantly. Amongst others — 

He administered the oath required to be taken by free- 
holders, under the statute 4th William IV., chap. 14, for 
several days after the commencement of the polling, inva- 
riably omilttng the description of the estate, on which the 
elector voted, and substituting only the words “a freehold,” 
notwithstanding the remonstrances of your petitioner a- 
gainst his doing so, — and your petitioner oiten endeavored 
to convince him that any person who had a freehold any 
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where, even if it were in England, could take such an oath 
as he had substituted. After several days, he began to 
swear the voters to the freehold they voted on, as by law 
required. 

He rejected the votes of many electors who offered their 
voles for your petitioner, and refused to record their names 
or votes, and discouraged others from coming to the hus- 
tings) by deciding, on an objection to a vote raised by Mr. 
Thomson, that freeholders, born in the United States, or 
in any foreign country, should not vole, although they 
might have been resident in Canada halt a century, and 
duly taken the oath of allegiance, and although they pub- 
licly offered to take the oaths prescribed by the Statutes, 
unless each voter, on presenting himself, could produce a 
paper, purporting to be a Commissioner’s certificate, that 
he had taken the oath of allegiance, such paper not being 
evidence even when shewn. 

Early in the election he permitted this class to go home, 
letch the paper, and return and vote; but afterwards he 
laid clown a rule, that if they had it not with them when 
asked, they could not return and vote. 

There are many cases to be cited — your petitioner will 
refer only to two at this time, by way of illustration : 

Andrew Cook, father oi Jacob Cook, of Cooksville, one 
of the oldest freeholders in the Province, and who had vo~ 
ted at many elections, was turned from the hustings, be- 
cause he had not a certificate with him, although he offered 
to take the oaths required by the statute. 

Wait Sweet, an old freeholder, who has been half a century 
in Upper Canada, and voted five times for your petitioner, 
who took the oath of allegiance, before Go!. Joel Stone, in 
1301, and served in the last war, offered to vote, and asked to 
have the oaths required or prescribed by statute, to be admin- 
istered to him. He was turned from the hustings, because his 
certificate was not in his pocket, his right to vole denied, and 
lie was further told not to come back. I>ut he soon returned 
with the Colonel’s certificate of 1801, and a certificate of his 
war services, and he was turned from the hustings, and his 
vote rejected by the returning officer, who even refused to en- 
ter your petitioner’s objections on the poll book, 
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These and similar illegal decisions, discouraged many vo- 
ters, who considered that to he turned away from the poll in 
presence of their neighbors, as aliens, was an insult they 
could not well brook. J 

1 he returning officer did not act uniformly on any rule 

he turned away many who offered to lake the oaths— he admit- 
ted others. 

Your petitioner had reason to behove that several brothers 

Messrs. M’G rath— sons to the Church of England Clergyman 
in Toronto, one of them a Postmaster, another a Court of Re- 
quests Commissioner, Captain of a troop of horse, had no title 
to the property they voted on, the title being in the Crown, of 
which the returning officer Imd previously been apprized by 
them, and a mortgage intervening. Two of them would not 
answer any question put to them, either by candidates or re^ 
turning officer, and the latter decided that they might vote on 
taking the oaths, which they did, and voted for Mr. Thomson; 
while those of Messrs. Sweet, Cook, and many more, were 
refused, although tendered by old and undoubted freeholders, 
who were also ready to he swim. 

After the returning officer had acted, for days, pjn his rule, 
that no person born in a foreign country, should vote without a 
certificate, a violent partisan of the Executive, Jacob I). [In- 
german, came forward, admitted he was born in Germany, 
produced no certificate, and although it is understood that lie 
and his brother, who voted out of the same lot, came in after 
1327, and have not been naturalized, bis vote for Mr. Thom- 
son was recorded. 

One Henry Miller, a drunken, disorderly character, who 
had been disturbing the poll for some lime, and who has been 
often in the House of Correction here, was persuaded to tender 
his vote for Mr. Thomson — but although it was very doubtful 
whether he was aware of the nature of the oaths he took, and 
there was little reason to believe him a freeholder, his vote 
was at once recorded. 

Postmasters and other dependent persons, excluded by the 
laws of England (adopted here) from interfering at elections, 
openly busied themselves, electioneered and voted, although 
your petitioner objected to these proceedings. 

Other officers of the Government subscribed money, and ac 
lively busied themselves at the election. Funds were collected 
from persons connected with the Executive and otiiers, and 
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employed in collecting, bringing up, treating and intoxicating 
voters against your petitioner — in keeping taverns and pot- 
houses, the resort of worthless and disorderly persons, open, 
free of cost, to them — and in collecting bullies and men of bad 
repute about the hustings, to the terror ol peaceable larmers. 

Priests, pensioned and hired by money paid them, by his 
Excellency nnd his government, busied themselves to prevent 
the freedom of election, and to bias the m uds of ihe electors* 

William R, Jarvis, Esquire, Sheriff of this District, interfe- 
red openly at the election — stood at the hustings with a whip 
in his hand, and harangued those present, reminding them that 
the reformers were their enemies, and must be put down* He 
then came forward as a voter, and made use of most violent 
and intern peri|te language, calculated to promote disturbance. 
This conduct the returning officer did not check. 

Arid your petitioner is advised, that the said Edward Wil- 
liam Thomson was a party, in several instances, to the treat- 
ing, bribery, threats, promises, and other illegal steps, of 
which complaint is herein made; and lie contends that the re- 
turn of the said Edward William Thomson, as a member to 
serve in this present Parliament, is illegal, void, and unconsti- 
mtional, because he was not elected by the greatest number of 
qualified votes of the said Riding, as there is a majority ol the 
said votes in favor of vour petitioner — because the election 
was not lawfully conducted, but interfered with by the Lieut. 
Governor and his officers, by the Orange lodges* by the treat- 
ing, force and violence, and by the partiality and injustice of 
the returning officer* 

Bribery, intimidation and violence, as well as the unconsti- 
tutional exercise of the Royal prerogative and the Executive 
influence, were means made use of to induce electors to vote 
against your petitioner, or to prevent their voting for him, 
means utterly subversive of the freedom and purity of election. 

Your petioner further represents, that the freedom and pu- 
rity of the election and the rights of the electors were violated 
by combinations of persons in illegal societies, known by the 
name of Orange Lodges, formed for political purposes, secret- 
ly, if not openly countenanced by his Excellency, the Lieut. 
Governor, and usually headed and aided by magistrates and 
other office-holders, and exercising, by means of these illegal 
associations, an unconstitutional power and influence in the 
said election* 
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Your petitioner humbly prays, that the election and return of 
the said Edward William Thomson, may be declared null and 
void, by reason of the matters herein before contained; that a 
new election may hike place, so that the people may be truly 
and fairly represented; that the conduct of the Lieut, Gover- 
nor, bis officers, the returning officer and others, as above re- 
ferred to, may be carefully inquired into, the result made 
known, and :ftieh proceedings bad, if found necessary, as shall 
secure to the electors, in all time to come, a free and faithful 
representation in the Legislature. 

And your petitioner will ever prav, 

m L* MACKENZIE. 

Toronto, 20lh Dec*, IS3G/ ? 

This was like a voice from the dead, or as a thunder-bolt in 
the dead of winter. There was no plausible ground for refu- 
sing or evading this petition of their uncompromsing enemy* 
They knew the man and dreaded his ability to expose and 
prove the Governor's guilt, as well as their own. They knew 
he waa capable, of proving facts, respecting the late elections 
and other government corruptions, which would eternally dis- 
grace them, in the eyes of every honest and irnparliol man, 
throughout the world, were ho permitted a hearing* It was 
therefore sickening, to witness the miserable shifts, these jack- 
alls of fcorriipTion adopted to prevent an investigation- How- 
ever, after much wrangling and manoeuvring, Friday the 27th 
of Jan ? y, was fixed for the final engagement, between McKen- 
zie and the friends of justice on the one side, and Gov. Mend's 
corrupt household troops on the other* McKenzie appeared 
like a giant refreshed with new wine, impatient for the contest: 
declared himself ready to produce evidence on oath, and to 
give security to abide by the consequence. The reform mem- 
bers reminded the House that the 2d Riding of York had been 
selected from a hundred other places in the Province, as being 
the most convenient to ihe City, and from whence witnesses 
against Head and his corrupt agents, eould be brought at Tittle 
or no expense to the public* They pointed to the Bar and 
said: 4 4 the re stands McKenzie’s securities; no men of straw, 
but old, wealthy and respectable freeholders/’ But the Gov- 
ernor’s champions, Draper and Hagerman, sat confounded and 
durst not look that wfty. The scene was highly interesting. 
The true representatives of the people, the little band of re- 
formers, looked with contempt, at the slavish and craven 
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spirits opposite to them. With pride and exultation they look- 
ed at Mr. McKenzie!, defying the whole host of official corrup- 
tionists, with a “dare ye go to trial.’’ Old Judge Jonas 
Jones, with his six .Tudgships, hung his head and ale his own 
words; Ogle R. Gowanaud W. Chisholm became invisible; — 
poor Baby Sherwood, with his upper lip double reefed, and 
“dumme Draper licked the kitchen soup plates, obeyed orders 
and were tremblingly mute! While in this stale of despair, 
Speaker McLean, after much study, discovered a loop-hole 
through which to escape. It was this; The law requires the 
person contesting art election, or his attorney, to appear at the 
bar of the House and give-security for costs, within fourteen 
days after the first reading of his petition. The Speaker is 
bound, at tho same time, by the same law, to give the com- 
plainant, or his attorney, due notice, in writing, that his 
petition was received and rear!. He is also to notify the peti- 
tioner, or his attorney, the day and hour on which tho case 
should come before the Houso; and if the complainant or his 
agent, neglected to appear at the time appointed, he should be 
debarred ot any future remedy. McKenzie presented Ins peti- 
tion in jr roper form, but it was not read until the second day 
after its presentation; consequently Mr, McKenzie counted the 
time Ironi its reading, and did not appear with his securities 
until the last day. 1 he Speaker, on his pari, either design- 
edly or unwittingly, neglected to give the usual notice required 
by law. Notwithstanding this, backed by a majority of the 
tory members, he insisted that the act meant fourteen days 
bom the time the petition was introduced to the House, and 
not fourteen days from its first reading, and that,' therefore, 
Mr. McKenzie was two day's too later In vain the reform 
members pleaded that McKenzie was. to ali intents and purpo- 
ses, within the limits prescribed by the Provincial act of the 
4th of Geo. 4th, chap. 4th, especially as the speaker neglected, 
on his part, to give the notice required by law. L availed 
nothing to remind the well drilled major ity,‘that Speaker Mc- 
Lean's fourteen days were only twelve of the days' allowed in 
all time past; that their proceedings carried extreme partiality 
and injustice on their very face; that their vote to crush inqui- 
ry would be, with the public, their sentence of condemnation; 
but they were alike deaf to reason and justice. When the 
yeas and nays were taken, fifteen were for inquiry, thirty-two 
against it. 
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The people of the Province were now thoroughly convinced, 
that had not the Governor and his party known, to a certainty, 
that McKenzie, instead of failing, would bring evidence enough 
to disgrace them in the eyes of all Amertea," they would have 
allowed him to go on, and ruin himself with tbe'expense of a 
contest which would have exceeded 2,000 dollars. But instead 
of this, they ignobly crept out of the small end of tile horn, 
defeated the ends of justice and disgraced themselves. After 
this scene, all hopes of redress, from, either government, were 
given up. The people saw with regret, their petitions and 
complaints, to the Imperial Parliament, spurned, their agents 
insulted and their oppressors, instead of being punished, pro 
moted to higher honors. They saw themselves, also, governed 
by a clique of ruthless tyrants, over whom they had no control; 
who, setting all justice' at defiance, appeared as reckless of 
their own character as they were regardless of their coutnrv’s 
welfare:. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


Great excitement througliout the Province. 

Every moral and constitutional means being now ex- 
hausted, the people began to prepare for the worst. Union 
meetings were forthwith held in every township, and the 
following resolutions adopted: 

“That the shuffling meanness and duplicity of the colonial 
office, evidenced in the contemptuous treatment of our ac- 
credited agents and petitions and the cordial reception of 
the hireling enemies of the people, have precluded all hope 
of redress from that quarter ; and thrown reformers on their 
own resources for the means of freeing themselves from the 
grasp of a vile lory faction, and securing themselves and 
posterity the blessings of peace and freedom. 

“That the corrupt and imbecile majority of the present 
“bread and butter” assembly being elected in direct opposi- 
tion to the wishes of the main body of the people, by the 
most villi anous and disgraceful means, and having, on the 
demise of the late king unconstitutionally lengthened out 
their existence, in contradiction to all precedents on simi- 
lar occasions, we will not consider any laws they may pass 
as valid or binding on the inhabitants of this Province. 

“That our present Lieutenant Governor, by his wicked- 
ly andj corruptly interfering with the election ; — his hy- 
pocracy, prevarication and numerous perversions of facts, 
as in the case of the Bond*and orange societies ; his peurile 
vacillating policy towards the best interests of the country, 
has forfeited all pretensions to the distinguished characteris- 
tics of a gentlemen, and to all political sagacity as a states- 
man. 

“That the thanks of this meeting are eminently due to 
Dr. Charles Duncombe, one of our worthy representatives, 
for his able and highly talented defence of the rights of the 
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people, his promptitude in repairingto England, at the request 
of the reformers of Upper Canada to lay before the British 
authorities the disgraceful and corrupt means employed by 
Sir F. B. Head at the late general elections to secure the re- 
turn of the present “bread and butter” parliament whose 
base libel on bis character we repel with the contempt it 
deserves. 

“That the original intention of institutions for the pur- 
poses of government, being found on reciprocal support and 
benefit; when the government party become destroyeis in- 
stead of supporters, an injury in place of a benefit, the com- 
pact is virtually dissolved, and the oppressed have an un- 
doubted right to adopt any and every means for the main- 
tenance of their lights and privileges. 

That in accordance with the example of the wise men 
and heroes of 1776, we hold as self evident truths : — that 
they arc endowed by their Creator, with certain inalienable 
rights; that among the number of these rights are life, libcr- 
aud the pursuit of happiness ; that it is for the protection 
and security of these rights, that governments were instituted 
among men; deriving their just authority only from the con- 
sent ofthe governed ; that whenever any form of govern- 
ment becomes destructivie of these ends, it is the right of 
the people to alter or abolish it, or to institute a new govern- 
ment, laying its foundation on such principles, and organ- 
ising its powers after such form, as to them, shall seem best 
adapted to secure their safety and happiness. 

“Thai instead ot honestly redressing our grievances and 
abuses, as in duly bound, the British government and the 
two houses of Imperial parliament, have destroyed the fun- 
damental rights of the colony, in order to reduce and force 
the people into a base subjection to the oppressions which 
are preparing for them; that having exhausted the cup of re- 
conciliation to the very dregs, we do now, henceforth, and for- 
ever, renounce all intercourse with the British government 
— that we will arm ourselves with rifles or muskets, and 
maintain our political and religious rights inviolate, at all 
hazards, let the consequence be what they may.” 

Such, at this time, was the state of public feeling in both 
provinces. In the Midland, New Castle, Home, Niagara 
13* 


154 


GREAT EXCITEMENT. 


Gore, London and Western districts, the people were arming 
themselves, and drilling iu small companies, in the face of 
the authorities. 

On the 13th Nov. 1S37, a large convention of the free- 
holders fanners, mechanics and other inhabitants of Toron- 
to, met at the Koyal Oak Motel, to consider of, and take 
measures for effectually maintaining iu the colony a free 
oonslitutiun and democratic fo rm of government. 

Previous to the adoption of the constitution, the famous 
and spirited address of the confederation of the six counties 
to the people of Canada was read as follows: 

Fellow Citizens: — When a systematic course of op- 
pression has been invariably hurrrassing a people, despite 
of their wishes, expressed in every manner, rec'dgnised by 
constitutional usage, by popular assemblies, and by their 
representatives in parliament, after grave deliberation ; 
when their rulers, instead of redressing their various evils, 
produced by their own misgovernment, have solemnly e»- 
registered and proclaimed their guilty determination to sap 
and subvert the very foundations of civil liberty, it becomes 
the imperative duty of the people to betake themselves to the 
serious consideration of their unfortunate position; of the 
dangers by which they are surrounded — and by well con- 
certed organizations, to make such arrangements, as may 
he necessary to protect, unimpaired their rights as citizens 
and their dignity as freemen. 

The wise and immortal framers ofthe American decla- 
ration ol independence, embodied in that document the prin- 
ciples on which alone are based the rights of man, and suc- 
cessfully vindicated and established the only institutions 
and form of government, which can permanently secure 
the prosperity and social happiness of the inhabitants of 
this continent, whose education and habits, derived from 
the circumstance of their colonization, demand a system of 
government entirely dependent upon, and directly respon- 
sible to, the people. 

In common with the various nations of North and South 
America who have adopted the principles contained in that 
declaration, we hold the same holy and self evident doc- 
trines, that God created no artificial distinctions between 
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man and man ; that government is but a mere human in- 
stitution lormed by those who are to be subject to its <mod 
or evil action ; intended for the benefit of all who may con- 
sent to come, or remain under, its protection and control • 
and therefore, that its form may be changed whenever it 
ceases to accomplish the ends for which such government 
was established; that public authorities and men in office 
are but the executors of the expressed will of the commu- 
nity, honored, because they possess public confidence 
lespected only so long as they command public esteem, and 
to be removed from office the moment they cease to give 
satisfaction to the people, the sole legitimate source of all 
power In conformity with these principles, and on the 
laith ol treaties and capitulations entered into with our an- 
cestors, and guanantied by the Imperial Parliament, the 
people of this Province have lor a long series of years com- 
pl dined by respectful petitions of the intolerable abuses 
winch poison their existence and paralyse their industry. 
1-ai Irons considering our bumble prayers, aggression has 
followed aggression, until at length we seem no longer to 
belong to the British empire for our own happiness or pros- 
perity, our freedom or the honor of the British crown or 
people, but solely lor (be purpose of fattening a horde of 
useless olitCiF. is, who not content* with enjoying salaries en- 
ormonsly disproportioned to the duties of their offices, and 
to the resources of the country, have combined as a faction 
united by private interest alone, to oppose all reforms in the 
rovtnee, and to uphold the iniquities of a government ini- 
mical to the rights and liberties of this colony. 

Notwithstanding, the universally admitted justice of our 
demands, and the wisdom and prudence of remedying our 
comp amts, we still endure the misery ol an irresponsibTe ex- 
ecutive, directed by an ignorant and hypocritical chief* 

our judges dependent for the tenure of their office on the 
mere will and pleasure of the crown; for the most part the 
violent partisans of a corrupt administration, have become 
more completely the tools and mercenaries of the executive 
by adopting the wages of their servility, in gross violation 
of every principle of judicial independence,' from foreion 
authority, without the intervention of the people to whom 
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through their representatives, belongs the sole right of vo- 
ting the salaries of their public servants; the office holders 
of the province devour our revenues in salaries so extrava- 
gant as to deprive us of the funds requisite for the general 
improvement of the country, whereby dirt public works are 
arrested, and the navigation of ortr rivers continue obsti not- 
ed ; a legislative council appointed by men resident three 
thousand miles from this country, and systematically com- 
posed so as to thwart and oppose the efforts of our freely 
chosen representatives in all measures for the promotion of 
the public good, after continuing unchanged during the 
present .administration, thereby depriving the country 'of 
the advantages of domestic legislation has, at length been 
modified in a manner insulting to all classes ot society, dis- 
graceful to morality, and to the annihilation of the respect 
and confidence of all parties in that branch ol the legisla- 
ture, by the introduction of men for the most part notorious 
only for their incapacity, and remarkable alone for their 
political insignificance, thus malting evident even to demon- 
stration, to all, whatever may be their preconceived opin- 
ions the propriety and urgent necessity of introducing the 
principle of election into that body, as the only method ol 
enabling the Provincial Legislature to proceed beneficially 
to the despatch of public business. 

Our municipalities are utterly destroyed; the country 
parts of this province, as a disgraceful exception to the other 
parts of this continent, are totally deprived of all power of 
regulating, in a corporate capacity, their local affairs, thro’ 
freely elected parish and township officers; the rising gene- 
ration are deprived of the blessings ot education, the prima- 
ry schools which provided for the instruction ol fifty thou- 
sand children having been shut up by the Legislative 
Council, a body hostile to the progress of useful knowledge, 
and instigated in this act by an Executive inimical to the 
spread of general information among the people. The Je- 
suits College, founded and endowed by the provident gov- 
ernment which colonized this Province for the encourage- 
ment and dissemination of learning and the sciences there- 
in, has, with a barbarism unworthy the rulers of a civilized 
state — disgraceful to the age in which we live, and unpar- 
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alleled even among the Goths and Vandals, been converted 
into, and is still retained, as a barrack for soldiery, whilst 
the funds and property devoted to the support of this and 
similar institutions have been, and continue to be, squan- 
dered and mal administered for the advantage of the favor- 
ites, creatures and tools of the government. Our citizens 
are deprived of the benefits of impartially chosen juries, 
and are arbitrarily persecuted by the Crown officers, who, 
to suit the purposes of the vindictive government of which 
they are the creatures, have revived proceedings of an ob- 
solete character, precedents for which are to be found only 
in the darkest pages of British history. Thus, our judicia- 
ry being sullied by combined conspiracies of a wicked Ex- 
ecutive, slavish judges, partizan law officers, and political 
sheriffs, the innocent and patriotic are exposed to be sacrifi- 
ced, whilst the enemies of the country, and the violators of 
all law, are protected and patronised according as it may 
please the administration to crush and destroy, to save and 
protect. Our commerce and domestic industry are para- 
lysed ; our public lauds alienated* at a nominal price, t» a 
company of speculators, strangers to the country;- or be- 
stowed upon insolent favorites as a reward for their syco- 
phancy : our money extorted from us without our consent, 
by taxes unconstitutionally imposed by a foreign Parlia- 
ment, to be afterwards converted into an instrument of our 
degradation by being distributed among a howling herd of 
officials, against our will, without our participation, and in 
violation of all the principles of constitutional law. 

In the midst of their honest and unwearied efforts to 
procure a redress of the loregoing grievances, our fellow 
citizens, have been insolently called upon, to give an ac- 
count of their conduct for attending public meetings, for 
which they were responsible to no individual, least ? of all 
to the person whom chance or ministerial patronage may 
place for a season at the head of our Provincial govern- 
ment. Our citizens have been harrassed and annoyed by 
dismissals, because they vindicated the rights of this coun- 
try, like American freemen. And as on index of further 
intended aggression, armed troops are being scattered in 
time of profound peace throughout the country, with th© 
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presumptuous aud wicked design of restricting by physical 
force the expression of public opinion, and of completing 
by violence and bloodshed our slavery and ruiu, already 
determined beyond the seas. 

Such an aggression as this might justify tile recourse, on 
lire part of an outraged people, to all and every means to 
preserve the last of their insulted privileges — the right to 
complain. But thunks to the bliuduess of the aggressors, 
the wickedness of the measure will be providentially neu- 
tralised by its folly. The regiments about to be quartered 
among us are composed of men sprung front aud educated 
with tite democracy of their country. They lor the most 
part entered on their present profession, not from choice, 
but because they could not find any other employment in 
their native land. Instead.ol being stimulated to good con- 
duct by the hope of promotion ; "too poorly paid, they are 
exposed to every sort of petty tyranny, and if a murmur 
escape their lips, they are subjected like the bonded slave, 
to the ignoble punishment of the lash. Contrasting this 
hard fate with the freedom, content, employment aud high 
wages to be obtained in the United States, and certain that 
the inhabitants of these counties lying near and bordering 
upon the lines will not impede the efforts which these sol- 
diers may make to emigrate to the neighboring republic, it 
will become morally impossible to keep in her majesty’s 
Province, whilst scattered in detachments, the men who 
are' now about to be the vile instruments of our slavery and 
their own dishonor. 

The long and heavy chain of abuses and oppressions, 
under which we suffer, and to which every year has only 
ridded a more galling link, prove that our history is more 
than a recapitulation of what other colonies have endured 
before us. Our grievances are a second, but a far more 
bulky edition of their suffering. Our petitions for relief are 
the same. Like theirs, they have been treated with scorn 
and contempt, and have brought down on the petitioners but 
additional outrage aud persecution. Thus the experience 
of the past demonstrates the folly of expecting justice from 
European authorities. 

Dark and unpromising as may be the present prospect of 
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this our beloved country, we are encouraged by the public 
virtues of our fellow citizens, to hope that the dav ofnnr 
regeneration is not far distant. The Imperial PudiameM 
hasdemed us redress, and the Canadian authorities lea 
us as sens; they laugh at our calamity-™ w I mock 
when their tear cometh. The example of >?0 is before ns 
the shades of the political martyrs of that dav invoke us to 
union and action. The means of our regeneration from 
oreign bondage are in our hands. There is no alternative 

nierfioT e f Unm?D u y sub '»ission, or a bold and vigorous 
assertion of out lights as freemen. Brothers in affliction 1 

m -f r 61 ^ y° ur | ori £ In > ku T r «ago or religion, to whom e- 
jual laws and rights are dear, whose hearts have throbbed 
with indignation whilst witnessing the innumerable insults 
to which your country has been exposed, Id ^o^ve 
been justly alarmed while pondering over the sombre fiiiu- 

PmJi,? Pan, T by mis,ri:uu, " enient and corruption for this 
Province and our posterity— m the name of that countrv 
and of the rising generation, now having no hope but in 
you, w® call Upon you to assume, by systematic oro-anisn 
non in your several townships and parishes, tl?at position 
which can alone procure your deliverance '‘from the bane 
J. 1 domiuaUon of the mother country.” Let Committees 
Vigilance be at once put in active operation through out 
your respective neighborhoods. Withdrawing all eorifi- 
dence from the present administration, and from such ns 
will be so base as to accept office under it, forthwith assem- 
ble in your parishes and elect pacificator magistrates after 
he examp e of your brother reformers in the county of the 
two mountains, in order to protect the people at once from 
useless and improvident expense, and from the vengeance 

t°rv Z, M 0 " 1 " 38, ?" r y°°°£ men > toe hope of oimcoun- 

tiy, shou d every where organise themselves, after the plan 

oi their brothers, " The Sons of Liberty” in Montreal in 

they n,ny be to act with SpS.dc 

oud died, as circumstances may require- and ilJ 

militiamen, who by their blood and valor twice preserved 
this country for ungrateful rulers, should ,-tf once asso 
cate together, under officers of their own choice for the 
security oi good order, and the protection of life and pro- 
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perty in their respective localities. Thus prepared, colo- 
nial liberty may haply yet be preserved. 

In this hope, & depending for disenthralment from the mis- 
rule under which we now' groan, on 'he providence of God, 
whose blessing on our disinterested labors we humbly im- 
plore ; relying on the love of liberty which the tree air and 
impregnable fastnesses of America should inspire in the 
hearts'of the people at large, and upon the sympathy of our 
democratic neighbors, who will never consent that tne 
principles for which they successfully struggled m the 
eighteenth, shall, in our persons, be trampled in the dust in 
the nineteenth century. 

We, the delegates of the confederated counties, here pub- 
licly register the solemn and determined resolution of the 
people whom we represent, to carry into effect, with the 
least delay possible, the preceding disiderata, and never 
to cease their patriotic exertions, until a cheap responsible 
system of government is procured. We, therefore, invite 
otir fellow citizens of both Provinces, to unite their efforts 
with burs in the great and glorious cause of giving freedom 

to our common country. , , 

[Signed.] WOLFRED NELSON, Prest. 

J. S. Drolet, l v. Presidents. 

F. C. Duvert, ^ 

A. Girod. 


J. P. Boucher, Belleville, 


Secretaries. 


On the adoption of the above, sixty-seven magistrates re- 
signed their commissions for the peace, and one hundred 
and twenty-six officers of tlie militia returned their com- 
missions to the Civil Secretary of the Lower Province— 
the militia became disorganised in these coniederated coun- 
ties Immediately succeeding these events, a great reform 
meeting was held in Oakland; V. C. on-TImrsday Nov. 2, 

wherein the following resolution was adopted : 

“ Resoloed. That we sympathise with the sufferings ot 
our Lower Canada brethren, and view with abhorrence 
and disgust the knavish resolutions of Lord John Russell, 
which would rob a whole people to pamper a horde ot 
ruthless officials ; we applaud and admire the exertions ot 
Hon. L. J. Papineau and the reformers of the Lower rro- 
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vince, to rescue themselves from the ranks of a ruthless, 
blood-thirsty party, who, under the assumed name of “Bri- 
tish," would perpetrate oppression, and rejoice in the degra- 
dation of the human race ; that we .approve of the Declara- 
tion of the reformers of Toronto, and do adopt the senti- 
ments therein contained as our sentiments, and will con- 
tend for the sacred principles of liberty and justice, at what- 
ever hazard or sacrifice." 

14 









CHAPTER XVIII. 

A Review ofithe causes which led to the Insurrection in Lower Cunada? 
by the Hon. L. J. Papineau 


Sixteen years ago L complained to Lord Bathurst, then 
Colonial Secretary, in accents of keenly felt grief, how 
heavy was die yoke, how humiliating the condition of our 
Colonial servitude. lie agreed with me in opinion, in some- 
what the following terms. 1 give this conversation because 
it throws great light on the political views, on the secret 
apprehensions and hopes of England. 

“ I agree,” said Lord Bathurst to me, “that for continen- 
tal possessions the population of which doubles in a few 
years the system of government of which you complain 
can for those subject to it, be only a period of stormy trans- 
ition, of sickly change to be followed by bright days, an 
early organization of political existence and national inde- 
pendence. I even believe that the period of suffering will 
be short for you. French Catholics ruled by .English Pro- 
testants, yours, it must be acknowledged, is a forced, un- 
natural position. You are too far from England properly 
to appreciate her, and too near the United States of Ameri- 
ca not to be dazzled with their deceitful prosperity. 1 ask 
youthen for five and twenty years of patient resignation. 
Before the end of that time, however, I as a statesmen for- 
see and foretell a violent separation ot the different parts of 
the American Confederation. England will then be pre- 
pared to grant to those Colonies which will have remained 
faithful to her, both independence and institutions superior 
to those at present based on the Federal compact. Demo- 
cracy, disengaged from all counterpoise, would finallybe- 
come impetuous and bring about a state of anarchy, whilst 
it would be the best government possible tempered with a 
hereditary magistracy, the perpetual existence of which 
would be guarantied in all its splendor and force by means 
of hereditary peerages and entaiis. It is well understood 
that the British government would invest such honors in 
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influential men such as you, sir, if they would a^ree to lend 
themselves to such a wise arrangement. 

“hi giving your support to this plan, and in persuading 
your countrymen to receive it cordially, you would hasten 
for your country the era ot happiness and power. Wealthy 
English families favorable to hereditary institutions, and 
1 ich families of the United States at present disgusted m 
consequence of the feeble influence which the .ascendancy 
of Democracy has left them, would be attracted thither.— 
You would, on the other hand find in influential families 
ns well within as out of the Province, the material from 
which to constitute a strong government, which would 
contract with us an alliance offensive and defensive similar 
jo that which binds Portugal to England. Thus you would 
j.u c nothing more to fear from your ambitious neighbors. 

1 hey are already too formidable, and capable, if possessed 
oi the resources of Canada, though Small, in addition to 
theii own, of effecting British supremacy on the ocean. 
i\ow if ever England should descend to the rank ofa third- 
rate power, it would be a misfortune to humanity; for with 
institutions so perfect as her’s, and a supremacy generally 
recognized, England is, on the continent, the mainstay of 
c:very oppressed people, on whose representation absolute 
governments have often been arrested in their tyrannical 
projects. 3 

“A great struggle is on the eve of commencing on all 
points of Continental Europe between two inimical princi- 
ples. On the one hand, the love of liberty which may be- 
come intractable and turbulent among a people yet , unpre- 
pared to leceive it; on the other hand, a settled repugnance in 
crowned heads to concede reforms which they prom- 
ised in a moment of terror caused by the prisoner ofSt.IIel- 
ena. Now, England would he the powerful moderator, 
called on to prevent the repetition of these scenes of blood, 
despotism and impiety already enacted by that revolu- 
t ionary Fiance whom it would have been necessary to 
degrade below the rank of nations, had she not accepted 
the Restoration, the only bond of reconciliation, the only 
guarantee tor repose, after the usurpation of the French 
throne by tlie ambitious soldier who lately occupied it. 


164 


PAI’INEAU'S REVIEW. 


“The example of the United States is an obstacle to the 
realization of these plans. 1 know well that those are en- 
thusiasts, unacquainted with the management of business, 
who are excited in favor of that American demagogueism, 
which like a rope of sand, is destined to fall to pieces on an 
early day. But, notwithstanding, their writings make dis- 
ciples — they foment bad passions, and enlist men of noth- 
in o- for the destruction of the superior classes in rank and 
fortune. And I confess to yon, that all those cries of'cheap 
government/ of ‘exclusive sovereignty of the people,’ after 
the American model, would give us a great deal of uneasiness 
did we not clearly see that, war being one of the instincts 
unfortunately natural to man. there are causes which will 
soon excite it in the United States — bring into collision the 
different parties to the confederation, and oblige them for 
their own protection to have larger armies and stronger in- 
stitutions.” 

1 told Lord Bathurst that my Utopia differed lrorn his, 
and that it appeared to me both more desirable and easier 
to be realized — that the American Confederation would be 
for the future one and indivisible — that it seemed to me pro- 
ceeding rather towards strength and augmentation than to- 
wards mutilation and impuissance — that on the day of our 
Independence the right of citizenship and freedom of trade 
between Quebec and Sew Orleans, between Florida and 
Hudson’s Bay would secure for the Canadas an indefinite 
but long period of peace, of triumphs over nature, of pro- 
gress In moral and political science and in arts, with sov- 
reignity for each state under the protection of Congress 
who could not be a tyrant, having neither subjects nor col- 
onies, and possesing no authority except in questions of 
peace and war and trade with other nations. I added that 
such advantages were too vast, and too manifest to permit 
Canada to suffer herself to be inveigled into offensive and 
defensive alliances with England against America. As to 
the delay of twenty-five years fixed by his Lordship, that 
it would certainly be shortened by the partiality of the me- 
tropolis, the unskilful ness of its selections, and the provo- 
cations of its agents. 
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Lord Bathurst promised reforms. None have been ef- 
fected though the time is passed by. 

J lie intimate friend of a great many of my brother Rep- 
resentatives, honored by the esteem and confidence of all 
insomuch as thev have for twenty years, often unanimous- 
ly, always by large majorities elevated me to the Speaker 
ship oi the House of Assembly, I am intimately acquainted 
wU l . j 1 *' ^at oceured in Canada up to the moment when the 
troubles broke out. I am acquainted with. all the actions 
and opinions of twenty-five of my colleagues and of many 
prominent citizens, some of whom have suffered death oth- 
ers of whom, have, like me, had, M it were, a price set on 
their neads, and been, like me, driven into exile, without 
trial, or closely chin lifted, often unaccuscd, always without 
being confronted with their accusers, and afterwards liber- 
ated untried, although urgently demanded verbally or in 
writing, a trial either from the blood stained dictator Col- 
lornCj Or from the more hollow hearted but not less vindic- 
tive dictator, Durham. For were they not all suffering 
irom the same punishment? They were all guilty of the 
same crime. Their virtues \vere dear to their fellow citi- 
zens; odious to their foreign oppressors. 

Now I defy the British government to contradict me 
when I affirm that none of us had prepared, desired or even 
forseen armed resistance. But that government ii ad de- 
termined to rob the province of its revenue and of its repre- 
sentative system. It had determined to devote us, some 
to death and others to exile. It was with that view that it 
proclaimed martial law and caused citizens to he tried bv 
courts martial for acts which some weeks before, it had 
admitted could not furnish a plea for any accusation The 
necessity of creating courts martial it founded on the im- 
possibility of obtaining Sentences of death from civil tribu- 
nals ! I hus again has the executive power put info ope- 
ration against innocent men, in support of ill understood 
metropolitan interests, inhuman tribunals which itself ac- 
Kn owledged it had not the right to authorise. Tis from it 
then, that all provocation has proceeded. ’ 

Among the actors in this bloody tragedy th*ere is not one 
who regrets having attempted resistance; and amon* their 
14 * ° 
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feliow citizens there is not one in a thousand who reproach- 
es them with having so done. There is in the hearts ol al 1 
only a deep regret that that resistance has been unsuccess- 
ful. mingled at the same timef with an ardent hope that it 
may be attempted again and that it may succeed. It is not 
that the insurrection had been unlawful, but we had resolved 
not to have recourse to it yet. This is what our papers 
which it had seized, told a government which calumniates 
in order to prosecute. 

When 1 rnalft this declaration it is merely to establish 
historical truth and by no means to repudiate the moral res- 
ponsibility of resistance to a power at war against the sacred 
lights of mankind — at** war also against “the inalienable 
birthright of British subjects” as the Juris consults of Great 
Britain sav — expressions which aie mockery as far as re- 
gards the colonies, and invented to procure for British aris- 
tocrats Spartan pleasures— that, for example, of hunting 
the Helots of Ireland, of Canada, of Jamaica and of all their 
foreign possessions, every time the serifs inhabiting them ob- 
ject To being tylbed, ground anc^ taxed without pity or mer- 
cy. 

I clearly understand the sabred functions of the historian. 
W’ell understood they exclude all that is not truth. Butso 
impious is British tyrranny that even under the shnde of 
its poisonous influence, and of its stifling embraces, the his- 
torian of the Canadas cannot tell every thing done daring the 
military occupation of those pillaged, burnt and decimated 
provinces. For power has abandoned itself there to such 
orgies that it is drunk. 'Fell it of its crimes: for from aban- 
doning them, it plunges deeper and deeper, and reposes on- 
ly to pass quekly from torpor to the fury of drunkenness— 
to redouble its blows on the country where it hates all, and 
is universally hated. Tell it the names ol men faithful to 
their country — you are an informer who people dungeons 
— a ferocious spectator who closes 1 1 is hand in order that 
Christians may be thrown to wild beasts. 

Under these circumstances facts and public documents 
well known in America, unknown, or what is worse, muti- 
lated in Europe, can only be cited. The British gov- 
ernment has, in fact, taken care to put in prison with the 
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editors and printers, all the types and printing presses which 
were not for sale. All that it did not cram into dungeons 
it bought up— and doubtless to guide the Imperial Parlia- 
ment as to the plans for the future government of Canada 

to enlighten public opinion in England, nmf through it. to 
edify the world on the virtues of the governing and the in- 
gratitude of the governed, it moulded - these raw materials, 
puichased men and types, into pages of contemporaneous 
history I he means being known, the object is revealed. 
I hrough the English press, you have Jeafned only official 
lies. 

It is no longer my business to be the accuser of the Brit- 
ish government, that has been rpy duty for thirty years of 
my public life. That government itself has confessed its 
own guilt in the hundred and twenty folio pages which 
, rc * y'irhatn has just published. Systematic corrnntion, 
shameless peculations, antipathies against the people, re- 
voltmg examples of irresponsibility in the public agents, 
plunder ol the public domain : nothing is wanting in the 
picture of Canadian misery— a picture so hideous'that its 
duplicate cannot be furnished except in the history of an- 
other British possession- Ireland. Yet the author has 
uniform y softened down his accusations against the power 

which ho is the organ, whose leaden sceptre over the 
colonies he would still preserve by means so pitiable that 
they destroy his reputation as a statesman. 

Lord Durham, anxious to prove that his favorite Saxon 
lace is alone worthy of commanding, has falsely painted it 
in flattering colors, and shaded in the blackest ground the 
rnock portrait which he drew of the French Canadians— 
But despite ol this vile partiality, I refer with confidence 
impartial lenders to his singular report, well convinced that 
they will come to the conclusion 'that the Cnndians have 
no justice to expect from England — that submission must 
)e or t ‘ ien ? disgrace and death — Independence on the con- 
trary a principle of resurrection and life. It would be 
more— it would be the restoration of the French reputation 
terribly compromised in America by the shameful treaty of 
Ort nm? 4 17 £3— by the proscription en mas$b of more than 
x5U,UUU Acadians hunted from their homesteads— finally by 


168 PAPINEAtPs REVIEW, 

the fate ol 600,000 Canadians ruled during eighty years 
with unceasing injustice — to-day decimated ;to morrow con- 
demned to political inferiority out of hatred to their French* 
origin. 

Correct when it accuses those in power, false when it ac- 
cuses the people, Lord Dnrhsnvs report will serve also to 
prove that Canadian independence is an event in the in- 
terest alike of old as of new France, and ot importance to 
the whole human race, With this view I shall here give 
on analyses of that work which it is moreover essential to 
be acquainted |ivitl l in order to appreciate the morality of 
the facts which I intend to relate. 

‘‘During a long time.” says the report, “the Canadians 
have been excluded from all participation of power ; all the 
offices of trust and emolument have been vested exclusively 
in strangers of English origin. 

“Till within a very few "years this exclusion was accom- 
panied by nil insolence which \vns the more revolting to a 
jeositi ve people than the mo n opo l y o f po we ran d profit. 

“The races had become enemies ere a tardy justice was 
extorted (by the Canadians): and even then the government 
disco vered ’ a mode of distributing its patron age a rnong 
the Canadians' which was quite as offensive to that people 
as their previous exclusion. 

“Never again will the present generation of I Tench Ca- 
nadians yield a loyal snbmisson to a British government : 
never again will the English population tolerate the author- 
ity of a House of Assembl y in which the French shall pos- 
sess or even approximate to a majority. 

“The militia, on which depends the main defence ol the 
province against external enemies, is completely disorgan- 
ised. The attempting to arm or employ it would lie merely 
arming theenemies nftlie government. 

“In 1833 the number of immigrants who landed at Que- 
bec amounted to 52,000. In 1838 it did not amount to 
5000. Insecurity begins to be felt by the loyal inhabitants 
in the seigniories so that many of them are obliged to quit 
their occupations and seek refuge in the cities. 

“No consideration can any longer o-verpower among the 
Canadians a feeling which absorbs all others — that of ha- 
tred against the English. To assuage their vengeance and 
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enjoy a momentary triumph they are ready to submit to 
any yoke — to aid any enemy. The ancient antipathy 
.^gainst the Americans has terminated. An American in- 
vading army may rely on the co-operation of almost the 
entire French population of Lower Canada. 

On the Other hand, “every measure of clemency or even 
justice towards their opponents they [the British] regard with 
jealousy, for they feel that being a minority any return to the 
due course of constitutional government wouid 'again subject 
them to o French majority; and to this I am persuaded t'hev 
would never peaceably submit. 

But “the hostility of races [is] palpably sufficient' to account 
ior all the evils which have effected Lower Canada, inasmuch 
us nearly the same results have been exhibited among the ho- 
mogenous population of the other Provinces. Lower°Canadn. 
or the two Canadas, have not alone exhibited repeated conflicts 
between the executive and popular branches of the Legislature. 
The representative body of Upper 'Canada was before ib a late 
election Hostile to the policy of the government; the most seri- 
ous discontents have only recently been calmed in Prince Ed~ 
ward's Island and New-i'runswick; the government is still in 
a minority in Nova Scotia; and the dissensions of Newfound- 
land are hardly less violent than those of the Canadas. It 
may fairly be said that the natural state of government in all 
these Colonics is that of collision between the Executive and 
the Representative body. 

A state of things so different from the working of any suc- 
cessful experiment ol representative government appears to 
indicate a deviation from sound constitutional principles .... 
VVhcn we examine into the system of government in these 
Colonics it would seem as it the ob|cct ol those bv whom 
it was established had been the combining of apparently popu- 
lar institutions with an utter absence of all efficient control of 
the people over their rulers. Representative assemblies were 
established on the basis of a very wide, and in some cases, al- 
most universal suffrage-; the annual meetings of the bodies was 
secured by positive enactment, and their attributes were local- 
ly nearly as extensive as those of the English House of Com- 
mons. At the same time the Crown almost entirely relied on 
its territorial resources . . . . for car Trying on I he government 
without securing the assent of the representative body eith- 
er to its policy, or to the persons by whom that policy was to 
be administered. 
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“ In Lower Canada from the moment the Assembly evinced 
any inclination !o make use of its powers it found itself in col- 
lision with the Executive, and the practical working of the 
Assembly commenced by its principal leaders being thrown 
into prison. In the course of time, however, the government 
was induced, by its necessities, to accept the Assernhly’s offer 
to raise an additional revenue by fresh taxes and thus the lat- 
ter acquired a certain control over the levying and appropria- 
tion of the public revenue in 1832. 

The Assembly after it had obtained the recognition of its 
rights was not more respected than before. “h could reject 
bills, grantor refuse supplies, but it could exercise no influ- 
ence in the nomination of a single servant of tho Crown. In- 
deed, instances are not wanting in which a mere hostility to 
the majority of the Assembly elevated the most incompetent 
persons to posts of honor and trust. Laws passed after repeat- 
ed conflicts, had to be carried into effect by those who had most 
strenuously opposed them. 

“A Governor arriving in a country in which he almost in- 
variably has no previous acquaintance, is compelled to throw 
himself almost entirely upon those whom he finds in place — 
He is generally brought thereby into immediate collision with 
the other parties in the country, and thereby thrown into more- 
complete dependence upon the official party and its friends. . . 
Fortified by family connections and the common interest felt 
by all who held, and all who desired subordinate offices, that 
[official] party was thus erected into a solid and permanent 
power, controlled by no responsibility, subject to no serious 
change, exercising over the whole government of the Province 
an authority utterly independent of the people and its repre- 
sentatives, and possessing the only means of influencing either 
the government at home, or the colonial representatives of the 
Crown. 

“The opposition of the Assembly to the government was the 
unavoidable result of this system. . . . When nothing else could 
attain its end of altering the policy or the composition of the 
Colonial government it had recourse to that ultima ratio of re- 
presentative power to which the more prudent forbearance of 
the Crown has never driven the House of Commons in Eng- 
land, and endeavored to disable the whole machine of govern- 
ment by a general refusal of supplies. 

“The Legislative Council [the second branch of the legisla- 
ture is thus named] must certainly be admitted to have been so 
composed as to give it no weight with the people or with the, 
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representative body, on which it was meant to be a check. The 
majority was always composed of members of the party which 
conducted the executive government, and was practically hard- 
ly any thing but a veto in the hands of the public function- 
u ries. 

“There is in it [the Province] literally no power which ori- 
ginates and conducts the executive government. The Gov- 
ernor, it is said, represent the sovereign, but he is in fact a 
mere subordinate officer receiving his orders from the Secre- 
tary o btate, and responsible to him for his conduct! 

“It has been the tendency of tho local government to settle 
every thing by reference to the Colonial Department in Down- 
ing street, where it is next to impos-ibie to have any sufficient 
colony has, in every cri*JF*S^ 
and almost every detail of local government felt the mischief 
o laving its executive authority exercised on the other side of 
; f ' ' ' ‘ ^ ,e re P R ated changes [of ministry] caused 

<y political events at home, having no connection with colonial 

P , ',i vo 011 (0 mosl oi lbe various representatives of the 
Colonial Department in Parliament too little time to acquire 
even an elementary knowledge of the condition of those nume- 
rous and heterogeneous communities for which they have both 
o administer and to legislate. . . . Since 1827 there have been 
not less than eight Colonial ministers, and the policy of each 
successive statesman has been more or less marked by a differ- 
ence from that of Ins predecessor The more important bu- 

siness of the government was carried on, not in open discus - 
sionsoi public acts, but in a secret correspondence between 
the Governor and the Secretary of State. Whenever this 
mystery was dwelled I it was long after the worst effects had 
be «Tn r ° f UCeC ^ doubts and misapprehension. 

’ G l » 3t * Wa * tof l! 1 P e °P ! ? is an efficient administration of 
' t , Now it is a lamentable fact which must 

nennlo 8° f r * S that there does not exist, in the minds of the 
*3? ° f f h,S . P . rov, ” ce ’ tl] e slightest confidence in the admin- 
istration ot criminal justice. 

As for Justices of the Peace, “the institution has become 
,ffT lar amon S the Canadians, owing to their general belief 
bias ” h ap P 0Intments had beefl made with a party or national 

“I am grieved to be obliged to remark that the British gov- 
ernment has, since its possession of this Province, done? or 
even attempted nothing for the promotion of general education. 
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* * * It has applied the Jesuits’ estates, part o* the prop- 

erty destined for purposes of education, to supply a species of 
fund for secret service, and for a number ol years it has maiij^ 
tained an obstinate struggle with the Assembly, in order to 
continue this misappropriation.” 

Speaking of the Colonies in which the population is unmixed 
and altogether English, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 
which formerly constituted h rench Acadia, and 1 rincc Ed- 
ward’s Island, originally the Island of Saint John, the lxeport 
continues: — 

‘‘Their varied and ample resources are turned to Jime ac- 
count. Their scanty population exhibits, in most portions ol 
them, an aspect of poverty, backwardness and stagnation; and 
wherever a better state of things fs visible, the improvement is 
generally to be ascribed to the influx of American settlors or 
capitalist*. Nova Scotia exhibits the melancholy spectacle of 
half the tenements abandoned and land every where lulling in- 
to decay. Lands that were purchased thirty or forty years 
a^o at five shillings an acre, arc now offered for sale at three 
shillings. The people of Prince Edward’s are permitting 
\mericans to take out of their hands all their valuable fishe- 
ries from stater want of capital. * * * These Provinces, 

among the longest settled on the North American continent, 
contain nearly 30,000,000 of acres, and u population, estima- 
ted at the hiptest, at no more than 365,000 souls/’ [ L his 
population amounts only to 27,000.] 

What a contrast is afforded along the whole line ol conter- 
minous frontier! , 

On the American side all is activity and bustle, inci easing 
wealth and progressive civilization. Numerous harbors con- 
taining numerous fleets, good houses, warehouses, mills, inns, 
villages, towns, and even great cities, are almost seen to spring 
out of the desert. 

On the British side of tho line ... all seems waste and 

desolate! . .... 

That painful hut undeniable truth is most manliest in the 
country districts through which the whole line of national sep^ 
oration, passes for 4,000 miles. The difference in the price of 
, land, amounts, in not a few parts ot this frontier, to as much 

* as a thousand per cent, and in some cases even more. The 
average diflbrenco between Upper Canada anil the Slates ot 
New York and Michigan is notoriously several hundred per 
cent. The price of wild land in Vermont and New Ilamp- 
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shire, close to the line, is five dollars per acre, and in tho V4 
joining British Townships [of Lower Canada] onlv one dollar 

rJ?"' 8r T ‘ r0ra ‘f™ 1 "“"“I «- «~i.iinr in the 

Colonies, fly in numbers to the States,- and ‘-the entire no ,.l-> 

tion ot Upper Canada, which should now have been 500 000’’ 

is in consequence “uot over 400,000 souls.” The emigrant. 

0 Nova Scotia and New Brunswick act in the same wav — 

1 hey generally proceed to the United States, as there is no- 

sufficient encouragement for thorn in these Provinces Manv 
of the old Colonists follow their example. Many 

Such are the lamentable results of the political and social 
evils which have so long harassed the Canadas- and at this 
moment we are obliged to adopt immediate measures aganst 
dangers so alarming as are rebellion, foreign invasion and d, 

° rtl,e <, “’ r " on cn ™ 5Se ° r * p “- 

T r iv. ,eam hmv ta govern themselves, 
cutting, 

ln , . ' 1 c,l o er ly seized this omnipotence which had dio 

nn l 'tia'“ii j!'?“ ser l ™"*. “ nJ OTHpied mud. purer vi,t,wl 

^ tttWXKer'* sfcWS 

i,„ i; , ... I u,r y ''gainst innocent men. Intwo months 

Two instances will suffice to prove how weak was the head 

J i) * 
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and wicked the heart of a man so unju<tifiabiy flattered. He 
wlio signed the above quoted Report had the hardihood public- 
ly to tell delegations from Canada, “It "'ill not be a hundred, 
years, nor three hundred years — nay, nor a thousand years, 
that shall witness the separation ot these Provinces I rent the 
Metropolis. They are one of the richest jewels in the Crown, to 
which they must be an eternal dependence, and it is only to 
accomplish that object that 1 have consented to come hither 
clothed with ample powers to secure it." It Lord Durham be- 
lieved not what he said, was there ever more shameless char- 
latanism? If he were sincere, i ask him was there ever more sense 
less verbiage, or more complete ignorance of the clearest princi- 
ples of political economy, and of the consequences which must 
l5ow from the separation ot the otd British North- American 

Colonies? . _ . . . 

It is said that this idol of the high and low m England is a 
Statesman of no mean calibre. Lite hired organs athrm that 
he alone is capable of preserving England from the bloody ca- 
tastrophe with which she is threatened. To believe them, he 
wants but the power to accomplish that marvellous piece ot 
hocus poqus of tirmly establishng' in England— even with the 
consent of the most haughty and most powerful aristocracy 
that ever oppressed the world— a pure Democracy by means oi 
triennial Parliaments, quasi, universal suffrage and vote by 
ballot — and to erect, at the same time, in all the British North 
American Colonies a pure despotism, and that with the consent 
of Colonies where it would be vain lo seek lor other social ele- 
ments than principles of equality, or other act^e influences 
than those afforded by the example and neighborhood oi i.ie 
United States of America. Where then does this man deserve 
to occupy the highest place — in the Councils of Slate or in 

The detailed history of Lord Durham s mission would ex- 
pose a degree of egotistical vanity almost incredible. His suit 
was composed exclusively of individuals full o vice and depra- 
vity, but who were not sparing of Battery; whilst he indecent- 
ly ‘repulsed those honest men, who, on the faith of parliamen- 
tary euiogiums, approached to speak to him on any other sub- 
joc't than himself, or to bring him down from those giddy 
heights, where he was engaged in complacent reflections on 
his own merits, to a Innd ol tears and sorrows. 

If those selections shocked even the indulgent morality ot 
the House of Lords, what effect they must have produced on 
American society, so moral and austere! 
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The same vanity which collected around Lord Durham those 
vho administered" to him the grossest incense, laid him at the 
feet of a certain set of men who had insulted him most grossly, 
and whose praise he would obtain at all price. Of all those who 
were hateful to the Canadians, none was so justly odious as a 
fellow by the name of Thom, the rabid editor of a violent torv 
paper, called the Montreal Herald, who for a series ol years 
dragged through the puddle the names of all the whtgmimsters 
and that of Lord Durham in particular. The calumnious an- 
ecdotes contained in the John Bull newspaper were not suffi- 
cient to feed this fellow’s malignity. His private correspond- 
ence, real or manufactured, paraded before the public eye the 
well established or pretended shame of most of the leading men 
of the liberal party, and an incredible volley ol insults saluted 
the news of Ldrd Durham’s nomination which was applauded 
by both whig* and mystified radicals in a manner that appears 
now rather strange. ’ But the bowlings of this Cerberus pained 
so acutely Lord Durham’s ears that he hastened to throw him 
a soporific son. A few weeks after the pompous landing of the 
Vicerov, in return lor his insults, Adam Ihom became his 
Lordship’s adviser and messmate. He who whilst writing un- 
der the daily and excessive stimulous of ardent spirits, on Eng- 
lish politics, was -nothing more than a violent parttzan, became 
a furious madman when he spoke of French Canadians. Goad- 
ed by a thirst for blood, his hato knew no bounds. For many 
years were the columns ol his paper defiled by insults against 
the whole body of that people, and by reiterated provocations 
of assassination against the most popular representatives. In 
several riots which during four years had disturbed Montreal, 
directed by British magistrates, against citizens who either at 
elections or in the Assembly had opposed the Executive, this 
fellow had figured as a prominent leader. Were those violen- 
ces ever repressed, or their authors once sought for? No. 
The soldiery at the disposal of the magistrates bathed our 
towns in blood. Courts of justice were compelled by force to 
forbid the relatives of the victims, the exercise of the sacred 
right of prosecuting the guilty to conviction, and the prosecu- 
tion wu 3 taken out of their hands in order to protect the mur- 
derers by mock trial from punishment. 

Adam Thom had organised the “Doric Club,” an armed so- 
cietv, whose avowed object was to exterminate the French 
Canadians, if the government should concede to their demands, 
an elective Legislative Council. Five months before his pro- 
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motion to office by Lord Durham, and whilst the prisons were 
still filled with Ganfftlians, he wrote as follows: 

i V k,® P n I1 . is, \ men 1 t o1 ' llle Baders, however agreeable it miebt 
be to the British inhabitants, would not malic so deep and u? e - 
ru an impression on the people as the sight of strange farmers 
sett ed on die farm of each agitator in each parish. The sight 
m the widow and orphan hawking their wretchedness around 

r' ea lhy h( f R ~ a ot g> 1Gh 11 'ey should be dispossessed 
yottld have a good effect. W e must not hesitate in the execu- 
tion of tills project. Special Commissioners should he instantly 
named with instructions to terminate the trials of this hatch of 
traitors at present in prison. It is ridiculous to fatten fellows 
toe winter tor the gallows.?* 

. ® ueh h t li,e i{ln §^ge in Canada of the press which is subsid- 
ized, not by a stipulated sum, bur by hoDbrs and offices which 
tne government distributes and which such attacks infallibly 
secure by subscriptions of the British officials, and by the 
monopoly or advertiaemoms and government notices of every 
description. J 

®is Thom, three months before Lord Durham’s arrival, 
uused the death-cry against four hundred persons, crammed 
into holes scarcely fitted to contain half the number. He said 
that a government which would adjourn their trials would ex- 
hibit a culpable hesitation— that if it was intended to ravish its 
prey Irom the Doric Club, the latter was able to do itself justice 
m spite of prison walls or the soldiers’ bayonets — that the Club 
eoukl punish as well as protect— that it would grant only a 
short delay, after which it would be seen that its warning 
were not idle menaces, in fine, the frightful plot, hatched by 
this demon and his associates acquired such an appearance that 
the authorities thought proper to fortify the prisons by addition- 
al works and double the doors. Such was the wretch) whose 
previous career was familiar to every body in Canada, whom 

Lord Durham invited to his table, and seated at Ids Council 
-Doarcil 

In making a selection as imprudent as it was depraved, did 
Lord Durham, sent ostensibly on a mission of peace and con- 
ciliation, prove traitor to his engagements, or was he only a 
cheat intrusted with the continuance of a plun begun the pre- 
ceding year, probably by the Imperial government, assuredly 
by mat of the Province, to drive the people to desperation in 
order to justify past excesses, or to afford a pretext for future 
ones' Be this as it may, the Dictator so closely allied himself* 
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even before Ins departure from England, through the interven-. 
tion of his nephew, Mr. Edward Ellice, who acted on the occa- 
sion as go-between, with the oid unU-Ounpdian (action in Con- 
don, that immediately on his landing he put himself in commu- 
nication with their agents, those English merchants at Quebec 
a n d M o n t ri ml, who had a ! w ay s p roc I a i me d und y i 1 1 g hut red to 
the people of Canada and their representatives. It was they 
who, since L3U8, had concocted the tyrannical plan of govern- 
meat [a union nf the Provinces] of which Lord Durham alone 
assumes the disgraceful paternity. In 1822 they were on the 
point of surprising Parliament out of a vote of approbation in 
favor of it, which was prevented only by the unforeseen oppo- 
sition of die virtuous Sir James Mackintosh. 

On this last mentioned occasion the systematic demoraliza- 
tion of the British government developed itself more stupidly 
and more unblushitigly than ever. 

One of its agents, the Under Secretary of the Colonies, ex- 
claimed in the Mouse of Commons, ‘-Make haste, l beg of you. 
and adopt this bill before those interested become acquainted 
with it; for if you do not, 1 predict that you will be importuned 
by their complaints and opposition. We arc informed that the 
great majority of the people repudiate it. ’ 

This wait what occur rod tile following year. The Union 
Bill was disapproved of, and successfully opposed bv a majori- 
ty of the people of the Canadas. Selected as bearer of the 
protests of my fellow citizens, 1 found, 1 must confess, on the 
part of a tory ministry, conservative and absolutist as it pro 
fussed to be, "a kind reception and honorable deference. The 
Union of the OaiMtehis of which 1 speak is now mom odious, 
more universally reprobated than it was then. Yet Lord Dur- 
ham— “the People’s Poer ,? - — imposed upon by the intriguers 
who deceived Lord Bathurst, supports it cordially, ami will, ac- 
cord i n g to all a p pc a ran cos , pu 1 m i t o n the whig m i ni s t r v . T li is 
he will not find difficult, for this ministry whilst professing lib* 
anility and reform, has in all its conduct towards the British 
Colonies, audaciously violated the most sacred laws of hu- 
manity. 

A young woman of twenty years of age reigns in England; 
and it is under such auspieies that hundreds of persons have 
been condemned to death in the two Canadas by exceptionable 
tribunals— by Courts Martial! To obtain tbs approbation of 
their Sovereign, I must believe that ministers have done vio- 
lence to those feelings of pity natural to her sex and her age — 
14 * 
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ail must remember that monarchy in England is only an instru- 
ment in the hands of the nobles; a brilliant bauble with which 
jugglers dazzie ? on stated days, the eyes of the crowd, 

T he illegality of Courts Martial in Lower Canada was made 
manifest and proclaimed by the Judges of the Civil Tribunals, 
But what care oppressors for right, law, or justice? Magis- 
nates guilty ol having performed their duty with courage and 
honesty have been suspended from office; and although that 
rjuasi dismissal has been censured by ministers in England, it 
is maintained by them in Canada, whore the authorities have 
gone So tar as to execute those who have been condemned* In 
Lower Canada sixteen unlortune men have suffered the last 
sentence oi the laws. So many judicial murders. In Upper 
Canada the number of victims amounts to more than thirty. 
These barbarities, far from consolidating the domination of the 
savage power winch authorized them, have* on the contrarv, 
rendered its continuance forever impossible. It has excited the 
horror of the civilized world. 

inthe United States -especially has the indignation been pro- 
round, as may easily be seen by the following extract from the 
Democratic Review, a monthly periodical published at Wash- 
ington, under the direction and with the concurrence of ihe 
roost influential public men of the Union, The sentence of 
proscription fulminated last March within sight and ken of Con. 
gross in the first days ol its session, against British domination 
in America; lias, in the opinion cf those who are acquainted 
with its source, the greatest weight. 

M U is in vain that the British government seeks to justify 
the recent executions which have deluged Canada in blood bv 
i no plea ihaltuc law authorized them, The Kings of England 
have polluted those laws by the atrocious penalty thereby de- 
creed against every sort of offence. Like the code of Draco 
they am written in blood. They apply the penalty of death to 
*uch a large number of offences, and so unjustly, that the judge 
■i order to act correctly, is obliged to torture -the sense of the 
law, to silence it, or even to violate it, 

‘'The law of Treason, the pretext for so many judicial mur- 
ders, and which dates from the reign of Edward the 3d, ap- 
plies the penalty of death to attempts against the King's life; 
and it is by virtue of that law, several centuries old, that a 
a crime, purely imaginary, inasmuch as it cannot be committed 
m A me rica, has been punished, ies, the spirit of assassina- 
tion is engrafted in the spirit of British Monarchy* 


PAPlNEAtfs REVIEW* 


179 


(1 But it is not the English people that we reproach with these 
monstrous crimes* Their influence, when it could be made to 
bear on British legislation, has been like that of the people of 
■all countries, humane, enlightened and kind. I he in flu once 
of monarchy, on the contrary, lias been invariably baneful. — - 
Who can count Lhe innumerable holocausts of the most illus- 
trious and best of Great Britain's sons, destroyed to honor and 
and appease that Moloch — Monarchy, 

“What a noble army of martyrs will not that long list of 
heroes compose who have thus died for the faith of which they 
were so worthy! From the Cobliams and Balls of ancient 
times, to the Russels and Sydneys of modern annals, or the 
Emmetts and Lou n Is of the deplorable days of contemporane- 
ous history. Noble men! whose illustrious reputations will 
soon blaze with purest splendor, since anger and disgust are 
Anally forming that free and powerful public opinion which is 
about to sweep from the earth the system that immolated them. 
Those cruelties have excited an ineffable feeling of horror and 
indignation throughout the whole length and breadth of this 
land of liberty, where public opinion is free and healthy, to 
such a degree that it seems to speak the language of posterity, 
and already to reveal the pious eulogies which shall render 
eternal the glory of those mighty victims and the infamy ot 
Their butchers. 'Lei them gorge, then, for a few days longer. 
Never, no, never shall they be able to efface from the breasts 
of enlightened men the halo and disgust which their judicial 
murders of unfortunate Canadians have created against the 
British govern moot — never shall cease the aversion which it 
inspires to that hateful power, stranger alike to the manners, 
the interests, the sympathies, as it is to the land ol freemen, 
until it is driven from the whole extent, immense as it is, ol 
North America, which its detest able and ferocious policy 1ms 
polluted. 3 * 

To the disorders of which Lord Durham has unfolded the 
endless picture— to the disorders, more numerous and serious 
which he lias not even mentioned, what claim does he pretend 
to oppose? He has pointed out the benefits which liberty* has 
produced among Independent Americans — the evils which des- 
potism has p rod need a mou g E ijglish A me ri ca ns. H e has dem- 
on si rated the impossibility of the continuance of British sway 
in Canada, and he concludes— to maintain the same state of 
things. What inconsistency! 

In another article I shall show how unjust are Lord Dur* 
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lmnvs complaints against Canada. It is on these pretended 
complaints, notwithstanding, I hat is (bunded the great, the sole 
means ol Legislative reform, which Lord Durham recommends 
the absorption of the French by the English population, bv 
means ot a Union of the two Canadas. This was tiie measure 
which was devised in 1808, by tiie monopolists of the fur trade 
at the moment when they lost the majority of which they had 
disposed until then. From that time, and for thirty years 
since, a government professing to be constitutional, leaning on 
minorities, has ranged itself in perpetual hostilitv to the ma- 
jority of tiie Representatives, which, after the mo’ last general 
elections, was in one of the sessions of the Assembly 78 against 
8, and in unotlior 80 against 10 supporters of the government. 

. the members composing those minorities only one was born 
in the Province! 

Those majorities, at the lime of their election, had been in 
structed by their constituents to insist on an organic change in 
tneir Inst it u t ions, and to demand that the second branch of the 
Legislature be elective. This demand has been rejected by 
Lord Durham, with as much disdain as by his t-orv predeces- 
so | rs - .’Old British Parliament repels it equally. “What you 
a “ says, “we refuse. But we graciously wish you to’ be 
satisfied with what we consider suitable for you. The Saxon 
race knows better how to govern you than you do yourselves, 
that race in Upper Canada is devoured by debt— you have 
none. Well, we?lhernhe|lish an extensive and beautiful Prov- 
ince, which alter mixing the full and the empty together, will 
Owe nothings You shall have a Viceroy, and our Gracious 
bove reign, to her title of Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, . 
,vj I add- and ol British North America. Abjure vour narrow 
nationality. Assume one more vast, more noble. Quit your 
name of Canadians, and take that of Britons of North Ameri- 
ca.- Alas' if our first name, effaced by act of Parliament, 
has been too short, is not that with which it is replaced too 
long? Is not the title of “Independent Americans” of more 
Just proportions? 

An historical account, brief and impartial, of the events 
which have passed in my country during the last two years, 
will carry to all -minds the conviction that it is not British Stat- 
utes which will regulate the future fate of Canada— but that 
that lute is written in the Declaration of the Rights of Man, 
aim in the political Constitution which our good, wise and hap- 
py neighbors, the Independent People of the United States, 
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have framed for themselves. These know well thattfieir Rev- 
olution is not yet completely terminated. In the opinion of 
her Statesmen, that revolution shall not have been completed 
until the day when the Union will have no longer on her bor- 
ders a power, which, since the treaty of 1783, has rot ceased, 
even in times of absolute peace, to intiigue, in order to bring 
about a dismemberment of the Confederation — a restless power 
which has excited Indian wars, which it perfidiously fomented 
by the distribution of arms and supplies to the warlike tribes, 
and maintained itself in the violent occupation of certain por- 
tions of territory, notwithstanding, by the terms of Treaties, 
these should have been, long before this day, restored to the 
Americans! — in fine, an ambitious power, which no longer 
holds possession of the Canadas in the legitimate view of com- 
merce and colonization, but as a military post whence it is 
preparing to pounce on the American Confederation, in order* 
to scatter through it trouble, division and ruin. 

LOUIS PAPINEAU,. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Coin mencme&i of the Outbreak. 


t 


The Canadian government now became seriously alarm- 
ed, and the course that it adopted was in perfect conformi- 
ty with the course which the Home Government has inva- 
riably practiced in dealing with incipient insurrections in 
Ireland, and elsewhere. Measures were forthwith taken 
by Sir John Colborne, to force the Canudiam into a pre- 
mature revolt. He well knew, that if the affair was let 
alone, the result would be a grand combined movement } 
which he would be unable to resist ; but that if he had to 
deal with the insurgents in detail, all would ire well— and 
the Government, having thus determined to precipitate 
matters, Montreal was selected as the place of their first op- 
eration ; and to this master stroke of policy may bn traced 
all the disasters which followed. 

The young men’s association called “the sons of Liberty” 
held their usual monthly meeting there on Monday Nov. 6. 
While peaceably assembled, a gang of sworn desperadoes 
designated by name the ‘Doric Club 1 instigated by the Gov- 
ernment assembled in tbe neighborhood; and lay in wait 
lor the sons ol liberty. As tbe latter were retiring peacea- 
bly to their respective quarters, they were unexpectedly 
attacked, by these madmen, with clubs, stones, and all sorts 
of weapons. Finding themselves thus suddenly assailed, 
they defended themselves like men, and soon routed tlietr 
enemies, inflicting severe punishment on some of them, ah 
ter which they retired to their respective homes ; the 
Doric heroes then seeing no one to oppose them, became in- 
stantly as brave as lions. The magistrates called out the 
troops, who with them paraded the streets, accompanied by 
by several pieces of cannon. The assailants of the sons of 
liberty, now safe under the protection of English bayonets, 
were not slow in committing excesses. The most promi- 
nent of these was the attack on Mr. Papineau’s property, af- 
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ter which they proceeded to the office of the Vindicator, a 
liberal paper against which their rage was concentrated,- — 
they gvtted the building, and threw the types, presses, books 
and papers into the street. Warrants; Were issued against: 
members of the legislature by dozens ; hundreds ol innocent 
men were arrested on mock charges of high treason, and 
committed to the dungeons. In twenty-four hours the lib- 
erty of speech and of the press were utterly annihilated, 
and the Royal Constitution subverted. 

On Friday, the 9th a party of the Loyal Montreal Caval- 
ry was despatched to St. Johns to arrest Drs. Avignon and 
Demarny, and l mving eli'ected their purpose, instead of coll 
veying these persons quietly to Montreal, direct by me rail 
road, The cavalry resol ved to strike terror through the coun- 
try by marching them round by Chantbly and Lou ueku , 
a distance of 36 miles. With iron fetters on ther hands and 
feet, and ropes round their necks. The people of Lmigue- 
iel assembled and rescued the prisoners, imaiei l lately a 
force of four hundred rcgi liars with two pieces of ordmmee. 
and a howitzer under the command of Go!. Gore, was (least 
patched to attack tit. Dennis. So little expectation was 
there that such an armed force would be sent to a nest balk, 
a dozen civilians, that no preparation had been made to op- 
pose them. The first notice Dr. Wool Fred Nelson received 
of their approch, was a cannon ball sent through the house, 
where he and iris friends and neighbors were assembled, 
which killed three men : then followed a second which kil- 
led two others, dashing out the brains of one and scattering 
them on the Doctor, who then told his friends that it was 
not their persons but their lives that was sought, and il they 
would not he butchered where they stondthey must fight. It 
was not till all this had happened that they resorted to 
arms. There were not more than thirty men at. St. I fennis 
previous to the arrival of the troops, and these wer^ collect- 
ed to prevent tits sudden seizu re of Dr. Nelson. The roar 
of the cannon brought together about 300 men. some a rmed 
with fowling pieces and others with pitchforks, Dr. Nelson 
placed himself immediately at their head, and after an en- 
gagement of six hours and a half, repulsed the royal sol- 
diers. with a loss of fifty men undone field piece. The Pa- 
triot loss was trifling. 
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This was the first regular engagement for Canadian In- 
dependence, so honorable to Dr. Nelson and his brave band 
of undisciplined patriots. 

Immediately alter this affair, Sir John Colborne wrote to 
Sir F. B. Head, to send him all the troops he could spare, — 
Sir Francis sent all. 

Saturday, November 25, Col. Wetherell with TOO regu- 
lars, infantry and cavalry, and four field pieces, was des- 
patched to St. Charles, where several of the leading reform- 
ers from Montreal, and other places, had retired as a place 
of safety. Here, as at St Dennis, no preparations were 
made, either defensive or offensive, because no enemy was 
expected or danger anticipated, jput when it was ascer- 
tained that the royal troops were approaching them in 
hostile array, the tocsin was soufflcd and about 1500 far- 
mers, badly armed, and ignorant of Ttlie art of war, assem- 
bled, and made the best defences they could for so short a 
notice. Col. Wetherel stated in his despatches to Sir Joint 
Colborne, that he accomplished his march without opposi- 
tion or hindrance, except from the breaking of bridges, un- 
til within a mile of the place where the patriots were posted. 
A scouting party fired at him from the left bank of the Ili- 
ehelieu, which hoi dispersed, and on advancing was fired 
at from a barn, which he burned ; having arrived within 
about two hundred yards of’ their works, he took a position 
on their front. The patriots at this time, was strongly and 
skilfully posted within and without their works, and ready 
to receive their enemy. But unfortunately not more than 
one third of them were supplied with muskets. However , 
upon the approach of the royal troops, they opened a heavy 
and well directed fire, and defended themelves with an ob- 
stinacy and determination which would have done honor 
to veterans, Withered finding that no impression, to any 
effect, could be made on them from the position he had ta- 
ken, advanced to another of about one hundred yards from 
the flank of their works: but finding the defenders still obsti 
mite, and determined to maintain their ground to the last, 
the charge was ordered, which the patriots withstood with 
a firmness that astonished their better disciplined enemy — 
they fought bravely, maintained their ground until the 
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works were carried, and all the buildings within their tem- 
porary fortifications burnt,— not till then did these brave 
undisciplined men give ground. Had they been all armed 
and supplied with artillery, Col. Withered would have had 
a different report to make to his Commander in chief. 100 
oi these brave men took shelter in a barn filled with hay 
and straw ; the royal butchers set fire to it, and burned 
them alive, 100 were drowned in crossing the Richelieu.— 
The village of St. Charles was entirely burned by the sol- 
diers during the attack; those of the inhabitants who escaped 
the flames perished in the woods from the effect of fright 
and cold. 

The Patriots lost in killed by shot, fire, and water about 
500. The British troops 13 killed and 3? wounded. The 
prisoners that fell into their hands were inhumanly treated 
and many of the wptjpiledl* murdered in cold blood. 

After this memorable affair, the patriot leaders were Com- 
pelled to seek safety fn the Unted States. 

A short time previous to the battle of St. Dennis, a mes- 
senger was sent from Montreal to Toronto craving aid of 
the Reformers in the Upper Province. The leading reform- 
ers at Toronto, sent another messenger to Montreal to cn 
quire into the state of affairs there. • His prompt return and 
encouraging report, decided them to help their suffering 
brethren" iff the Lower Province. An Executive was se- 
cretly named, plans framed and adopted, and the outbreak 
fixed for the 7th December, 1S37. Gen. Van Egmond' one 
of Napoleon’s favorite officers, was commissioned, and other 
men of military skill. Mr. McKenzie was also appointed 
to arrange details and visit every trusty leader within 4ft 
miles of Toronto. During this time the battle of St Charles 
was fought. Mr. McKenzie fulfilled the duty assigned to 
him with the utmost secrecy and promptitude. The ex- 
ecutive had obtained a few kegs of powder in a way not 
likely to have created suspicion, and for the success of iheir 
design they mainly depended on 4000 muskets and bayo- 
nets^ swords, &c., in the city hall of Toronto. Their plan 
was to enter the city, — seize the arms, the governor and 
his tribe of officials, — take possession of the vacant garis- 
on, — proclaim a republic, with Dr. Rolph President pro- 
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tem— rim the steamers with 1000 men to Kingston, and 
suddenly take possession of Fort Henry. Their next de- 
sign was to move on Lower Canada ; and had not their 
plans been interrupted, English power would have been 
swept from Canada, or confined to Quebec. 

It was acknowledged by Gov. Head, in his book, lately 
published in London, that had it not been lor the corrupt 
means, the base and unworthy tricks, to which he resorted, 
to carry the elections, and deceive the home government 
as to the state of the public mind in Canada, England was 
prepared to yield to the Canadas their independence rather 
than contend against the united determination of both Pro- 
rtaees. 


CHAPTER XX. 


Cause of the failure at Toronto. 

On Saturday, the 3d. of December, a certain official char- 
acter went to Dr. Rolph the patriot leader, and told him 
that arms had been given out by Gov. Head that night, to 
arm four companies, to bfehnstantly sent to arrest the lead- 
ing men through the country, as had been previously at- 
tempted witli partial success in Lower Canada, a month be- 
fore ; that Sir Francis htia ascertained their plans. These 
stories, although utterly false, were believed by the, Doctor, 
and without investigating the report, he despatched a mes- 
senger to a friend nine miles north with alike intimation, 
notifying Col. Lount and friends, to come in on Monday, 
instead of Thursday. When the messenger arrived he. 
found the Col. was not at home, and without waiting for 
him. told the unpleasant news to all the country, as al- 
so, of the failures in Lower Canada. At length Col. Lount 
returned, and was informed of the circumstances, and in- 
stantly enquired if Mr. McKenzie knew it. No one had in - 
formed him. Saturday evening, on approaching the city, 
Mr. McKenzie was first informed of what had beeu done — 
He immediately sent Col. Gibson’s man to Air. Lount tore- 
call the order, and to await till Thursday, the day appoint- 
ed, but it was too late. The former messenger had told ev- 
ery body to the north, and Mr. Lount’s reply, which Mr. 
McKenzie received on Monday evening, was that he and 
his men were on their way. Uncertain as to Lount’s move- 
ments, Mr. McKenzie sent messengers to various places, but 
these were delayed, and instead of 4000 hold farmers, on 
Thursday, with military leaders, there were 80 or 90 meu 
on Monday, wearied with traveling40 miles on bad roads 
and dispirited by the news of the reverses in Lower Canada. 
Of the condition of the citv after ten on the mornino- of 
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Thursday, nothing was known. None of the gentlemen 
in Toronto, who had called out this party, either joined it, 
or sent any word. Mr. McKenzie took every necessary 
precaution to prevent intelligence reaching the Gov. posted 
guards on the roads leading "to the city, and with three of his 
comrades secured a nlunber of prisoners. He urged them 
with great earnestness to advance and take immediate 
possessio n of the city, and offered to head them. But Col. 
Lonnt, Mr. Loyd and Mr. Gibson, strongly objected, until 
intelligence could be obtained of the state of the town, or 
until "their numbers were augumented. When Mr. Me 
Kenzie’s entreaties failed, he proposed to risk his life by 
riding into the city with only three friends, although a war- 
rant for high treason stared I there to rouse 
iheir comrades, gain tidings, and bring Drs. Rolph and 
Morrison back with him. The night^eas quite dark, and 
they had not ridden far when they diet Pbwell, then Mayor 
of Torohto, and Major McDoqell, both of whom he arrested 
and sent back in charge of Oapt. Anderson and another 
man, strictly enjoining them to keep the prisoners in front. 
McKermd'then continued his course for the city with one 
companion, a daring but necessary act, in the state of feel- 
ing of tiie men. Before they got to the city, Powell who 
had shot Anderson ’with a concealed pistol, 'rode furiously 
past to alarm the governor. McKenzie gave chase and came 
up with him, upon, which Powell advanced and presented 
a loaded pistol to his breast which flashed. McKenzie fir- 
ed but missed. Powell escaped, and after concealing him- 
selt sometime behind a log, reached Sir Francis and awa- 
kened him from Ins sleep. McKenzie recaptured Major 
McDoncll and a person whom the justices had sent to warn 
the government of its danger, and returned to Montgomerv 
where he found Col. Aloodie of the regulars dying, and 
Capt. Stewart of the Aiavv. in custody. These had shot at 
the guards, but bad tailed to pass them. 

Other messengers whom the patriots sent to town, were 
arrested. No one came from thence. On Tuesday, at 
noon, they were on their march to the city, greatly increas- 
ed in strength, when they met, Dr. Rolph and the Hon. Ro- 
bert Baldwin, with a flag of truce from Sir Francis, asking 
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•what they wanted. The reply was— “A free Convention 
of the People.” The messengers returned ! but Dr. Rolph 
advised them to follow him in half an hour; which they 
did in two divisions. When a mile from town, the same 
messengers met them again, and communicated Sir F ran- 
ds’ refusal — and then Dr. Rolph privately advised that (hey 
should not enter the city until dark, while he, meantime, 
would prepare the town’s people. The flag returned. At 
dark, the patriots again marched for town, about seven hun- 
dred and fifty strong. On their way they took (.'apt. Dug- 
gan and others of Sir Francis’ officers prisoners. About 
half a mile from thegnarket square, a parly of (he royalists 
fired some random shots and ran. Col. Lou ti t s riflemen, 
in front returned tin: fir^and Mr. M’Kenzie, who was be- 
tween them and the etfomy, narrowly escaped being shot, 
lie hastened t)ack<aud%ade them cease firing ; but a panic 
had seized the rear, and in a short time nearly i he whole 
force was on the retreat. i&’Kenzie ordered them to halt, 
accused them of cowardice, and declared that there was 
nothing to be afraid of. and even threatened to shoot at 
them if thev did not return and advance. \\ lien they came 
to a stand, he told them that the steamers were sent off for 
the Orangemen of the other districts ; that be had no doubt 
the lories were as frightened, and more so, than they were: 
that what was mere child’s play that 'night might he im- 
practicable to-morrow ; asked them how they could think 
of looking wife or sweet-heart jn the (ace. if, after all their 
pretended bravery, they acted the part of poltroons, and let 
slip the noblest opportunity of delivering Canada ever ol- 
fered to man? All lie said was of no avail. He called out 
for twenty volunteers to accompany him into the city — 
join their friends there, and drive the lories before them, 
or nobly perish in the attempt. There were three Scotch- 
men turned out, hut no more. Next morning, out of 750, 
hut 300 could be mustered. M’Kenzie called tpm togeth- 
er: apologised for his strong censures the previous even- 
ing; reminded them that he had set an example, which if 
they had followed, Toronto might have been theirs ; told 
them that the enemy had been reinforced, but that they 
would vet succeed if thev had confidence in themselves. 

16 * 
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M’Kenzie, Lount, and Capt. Alves, went forthwith to collect 
arms, the want of which was very perplexing, and of which 
they stood greatly in need — as well to take prisoners, and 
bring in the mails from and to the United States and Effig- 
land — all of which they did. 

On 1 hursday, the tories, two thousand strung, with a 
couple of field pieces, managed by artillery men from the 
regular army, marched out to meet the patriots — who had 
a number of brave and daring men, although not exceeding 
four hundred in all. M’Keuzie, as soon as lie saw theem 
erny, galloped towards them, to reeonnitre end ascertain 
their strength j returned, and entreated his men to stand 
and light them, which they rej @lllk to do; bet some of 
their captains and about one h*idrcd and lifty men, with 
arms in their hands, stood opposStphmiyomery’s hotel as 
idle spectators. Those who stoocmt heir ground did not 
exceed two hundred, of wjiom, not more than one 
hall had serviceable guns ; but these bravely withstood two 
thousand for, upwards of fifty minutes; threw the lines of 
iheir enemies several times into confusion ; a scouting par- 
ty advanced, and posting themselves behind die stumps, 
sent unerring death for some time into the lory ranks. On 
the part of the patriots, the firing was kept up in fine style, 
and so well directed that Gov. Head, with his two thousand 
tories, were about giving ground, when Go!. Fitzgibbon. 
with a strong party, advanced and flanked them, unper- 
cotved, and thus saved Sir Francis from the disgrace of an 
ignoble defeat, by a handful of fanners. Had’ those who 
stood aloof during the action had the same confidence in 
themselves that M’Kenzie and his bravo compatriots had, 
they would have driven Gov. Head and his slavish horde 
of tories into Lake Ontario. 

Previous to the engagement, M’Kenzie ordered a detach- 
ment ot sixty men, under the command of the gallant, but 
ill-fated Capt. Matthews, to take a circuitous route, enter 
the city, and set fire to the Don bridge, ami advance to the 
Market square, which he effected— but too late to gain the 
object intended, which was to divert the enemy from the 
patriot camp till evening had. strengthened their numbers. 
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Col. Van Egmond, their commander- in -chief, arrived 
just before their defeat; but too late to be of any service. 
Had M’Kenzie had men chough to have secured his flanks, 
and but one field-piece, the late of Upper. Canada would 
have been different, fie used every means and stratagem 
which an able officer and determined leader could devise; 
he shunned no danger ; hesitated at no difficulty, and nev- 
er left the field until he was nearly alone. He and Col. Si- 
las Fletcher were the Inst to leave it. Fletcher actually 
dragged him off ; gave him his great mt to. disguise him ; 
telling him at the same time that his (M Kenzie’s) life was 
of more consequence to the cause am the country than his 
own. His escape to Co!. Donut and his friends was next 
to a miracle. 

immediately after Urns affair, the cowardly Governor, 
and his equally cowardly followers, burnt. Montgomery’s 
splendid hotel, outhouses and offices— a man who" had no- 
thing to do with the revolt, and whose only crime was that 
he was a reformer. He was taken prisoner, tried and con- 
demned to the gallows, merely because the patriots rendez- 
voused at his house in his absence. 

Mr. Gibson’s house and well tilled barns were next des- 
troyed. 

We have been thus minute in detailing the circumstan- 
ces which led to the unfortunate failure at Toronto, to 
show that it was in no way attributable to Mr. M’Kenzie. 
It has been industriously circulated to his prejudice, that 
it was entirely owing to his bad management and coward- 
ice. This is far from being the fact. It is well known to 
all who witnessed his conduct, that it was not owing to 
any want of management, energy, or decision, on his part, 
tb a t the d a y was 1 ost . The martyrs ( Lou n t an d Matthews, 
often declared, when in prison, and under sentence of 
death, that « il M’Kenzie’s plans had been acted upon, and 
his counsel followed, their success would have been inevi- 
table.” It was his daring contempt of danger that his 
friends most blamed him for. 

^The principal causes of the failure were, the want of 
arms, the altering of the original day of the general out- 
break from Thursday to Monday, and the circulating of 
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the false report that Sir Francis had discovered their plans, 
and had issued arms to four companies of the militia to ap- 
prehend the ringleaders, which report was believed, and 
consequently cast a damp on the ardor ot many. 

Had M’Kenzie not been thwarted, by counter orders as 
to the time ol rendezvousing, one hundred men could have 
taken Toronto on Thursday. But the alarm ouce given, 
it required resolution and courage, which plainly appear to 
have been wanting. As there were few troops, the coun- 
try people, had they acted in the spirit of their previous re- 
solutions, could have cleared Upper Canada, il but armed 
with broom-sticks. Until the .orupgemen arrived, out of 
thirty-five thousand persons in and within sixteen miles ol 
Toronto, only one hundredarid fifty joined Sir Francis after 
he had ‘ beat to arms”for two whole days. The most of 
these were tory college boys, lawyers and judges. Such 
was the popular feeling against him. But when the people 
fail, all fails— as they surely did in the affair of the Toron- 
to revolt. 

After many hair-breadth escapes T\1r. M’Kenzie arrived 
at Buffalo, on the 11th December, nearly worn out and 
destitute. 

Late on the evening of the 8th December, Dr. Dun- 
combe was informed by a friend immediately Irom Toron- 
to, that warrants for high treason, against him and some 
others in the London district, were issued ai Toronto, for 
his and their immediate arrest; and he was advised to con- 
sult his personal safety. The Doctor, conscious ol having 
done no overt act to justify the government in pursuing 
such a course towards him. was at a loss, for sometime, 
what to do, or how to act; but having consulted some of 
his friends, they advised him to face the storm, and stand 
his ground A meeting of the reformers was forthwith call- 
ed, to deliberate what measures were best calculated to meet 
the exigency of the times. Among the resolutions passed, 
it was resolved to protect the Doctor, and to prevent ar- 
rests for treason in the London district, and to arm them- 
selves, and proceed, under his command, to liberate J. J. 
Parker, who was then incarcerated for high treason in the 
Hamilton jail. Unfortunately for Parker, he was removed, 
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a few days previous, to Toronto. Tuts was tlru first at- 
tempt, in the London district, of a forcible resistance to the 
government. 

On the evening of the 10th, E. M. received despatches 
from Young street, stating that M’Kenzie was in possession 
of Toronto ; urging him to muster the friends, and march 
instantly to that capital. This was the first intimation 
they had of the outbreak. They expected it ; but not just 
then. Dr. Duuconibe received another, immediately after- 
wards, to the same effect.. Heralds were instantly despatch- 
ed to summons the friends of liberty to arms, and to ren- 
dezvous at Oakland, where the Doctor should join them. 
The roads were very bad, and in some places almost im- 
passible, consequently thejpffissengers were same time execu- 
ting their orders. The sturdy yeomanry, however, turned out 
as they were warned, without one waiting for the other. 
Those who were unfit for field service harnessed their 
teams, collected provisions, and drove to the camp. Ap 
pearances were favorable ; the country was in motion; the 
roads to the rendezvous crowded with volunteers. 

Government, having received early intimation of this 
sudden appeal to arms in the London district, despatched 
Col. McNab wit* five hundred of those tories who assist- 
ed in defeating M’Kenzie, with orders to disperse the rebels, 
seize Buncombe mid other leaders, and send them prison 
ers to Toronto. 

Oil the 13th, the patriots amounted to about six hundred 
fighting men, exclusive of those unarmed. Intelligence 
was this day received that McNab was at Brantford, on 
his way to attack them. The men were very anxious, and 
strenuously^insisted on meeting him. To allay their impa- 
tience, it was reported they were to attack Col. Simmons, 
who had collected a body of Orangemen at Simcoe, to join 
McNab: and after defeating him, to fall in McNairs rear. 
While preparations were being made, the unfortunate tid- 
ings ofM’Kenzie’s defeat arrived, with the news of the sad 
reverses in the. Lower Province. A consultation was had 
immediately, in which one party urged the necessity of 
attacking McNab forthwith ; that the news of his defeat 
would strike a panic among the tories, who, notwithstand- 
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mg having the government on their side, were conscious of 
their weakness. It would also establish the wavering, and 
induce the more resolute to rally to their standard, and per- 
haps stimulate their friends throughout the Province to co- 
operate with them. Another party, was of the opinion, 
that as the friends at Toronto were defeated, the report of 
it would cast a gloom on the ardor of many of their best 
friends; give courage to their enemies, and induce the wa- 
vering and timid to join them. Besides, they were igno- 
rant whether their friends in other parts of the Province 
had risen in arms; and they had no prospect of receiving 
reinforcements from .any quarter, and were also deficient 
in arms, ammunition, and other, military stores : and not 
knowing how or whereto procure them ; and being then 
nearly surrounded by their implacable enemies — Col.Mc- 
Nab on one flank, Summons on the other, and Askins in 
their front — all things considered, they deemed it most ad- 
visable to break up and disperse, and await a more favora- 
ble opportunity. But the party for attacking McNab, in- 
sisted on their opinion : and. after some warm debates, it 
was resolved to march to Norwich, obtain recruits, and 
there maintain themselves, until they were informed wheth- 
er any other part of the Province were under arms; and, 
if obliged to abandon that, post, to fall back on Malden, and 
there fortify and defend themselves to the very last. Late 
in the the evening, orders were accordingly-given to retire 
on Norwich. On the march, the men became dishearten- 
ed, they saw their back turned to the enemy, when they 
expected to be led against him. They considered their 
efforts for freedom hopeless; and during the night they 
dropt off one after another, until, before morning, they ail 
disappeared except a few who remained with Doctor Dun- 
comhe ; and these were directed to provide for their safety. 
Handbills were immediately circulated by Sir Francis 
Bond Head, offering a reward of four thousand dollars for 
Duncombp’s apprehension. After six weeks’ hiding in cel- 
lars, dodging in woods and swamps, and suffering every 
hardship and privation a person could endure and live, 
through the interposition of a kind Providence, and the as- 
sistance of friends, he arrived at Detroit, a mere skeleton. 
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Two other leaders, Jesse Paulding and Mr. Fisher were 
sixty-four days in the woods, the snow knee deep, before 
they effected their escape ; during five of which they sub- 
sisted on one small cracker eacti. It is generally supposed 
that many perished with hunger and cold, of whom there 
is no account. 

The citizens of Buffalo, some days previous to Mr. M’- 
Kenzie’s escape, held meetings to consult in what way they 
could best assist the Canadian patriots to obtain their Inde- 
pendence. The greatest enthusiasm prevailed there, and 
on the frontier generally in behalf of the Canadians. On 
the evening of the 11th December, it was wrought up to 
the highest point of intensity by the immense meeting gath- 
ered at the theatre at Buffalo, with the expectation of hear- 
ing Dr. Rolph, one of the proscribed. He did not appear ; 
but the news was communicated that one of the leaders of 
the insurgent movement In Upper Canada, was actually in 
the house of Dr. Chapin, a distinguished revolutionary pa- 
triot. The Doctor attended the meeting ; was called to 
the chair, and then commenced a scene of thrilling inter- 
est. The Doctor said that he held a priceless friend and 
patriot under his protection ; that the blood-hounds of Ca- 
nada were on his trail, thirsting for his life’s blood. Who 
is he? cried a voice. William Lyon M’Kenzie was the 
answer. The vast assembly burst into a dealening thun- 
der of applause. Such a scene was never before seen in 
Buffalo, nor such a shout of exultation heard! “Fellow 
citizens 1” continued the old war-worn veteran of ’76, “ his 
life is in our power ; he has thrown himself on our protec- 
tion-will you protect him?” We will ! we will ! Bring 
hjmherc! “Gentlemen! he is too sick; too much fatigued 
and worn-out, to come here to-night ; but to-morrow night 
he shall address you. I am an old man ; but at the hazard 
of my life, will I protect those who throw themselves upon 
my hospitality. If any mean scoundrel, for the sake of a 
reward of four thousand dollars which is offered for him, 
should undertake to kidnap him, they must first walk over 
my dead body ! I am rather old to fight ; but I have a 
good bowie knife, (here he showed one of very respectable 
dimensions, which was greeted with three cheers.) Now, 
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said the old veteran, we must act with prudence. The 
Amalekites are among us ; they thirst for the blood of this 
patriot; I want six strong, brave young men, as good sons 
as the Almighty has among us, to watch at my house to- '* 
night, for fear of any attempt ou the part of the blood- : 
hounds of despotism to get at him.” You may have a. hun- 
dred ! was echoed through the house. “N d!” said the 
. old hero, "I want six sturdy, fear-nothing boys. Who’ll 
'go 7” I — I — I — exclaimed a thousand voices. A dozen 
sprang at once on the stage. • * 

It is a well known fact, that a young man, of McKenzie’s 
size and appearance, was afterwards assassinated, under 
circumstances which gave rise to the opinion, which his 
brother, then secretary to Gen. Scott, still entertains, that 
the Canadian tories stabbed him by mistake for McKenzie, i 
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Navy Island. 

Prior to McKenzie’s appearance in Buffalo, the celebrated 
Thomas Jefferson Sutherland, a lawyer of no mean abilities, 
who, whatever may have been his faults, has unquestionably 
suffered much in the cause of Canadian freedom, undone who, 
most certainly, felt sincerely interested for the emancipation 
of the oppressed and trodden-down people ol otnada, had, the 
author believes, from pure patriotic motives, been actively en- 
gaged in procuring volunteers and other means, to am the 
Canadians in achieving their independence. Having on the 
13th obtained some volunteers, a quantity of arms and ammu- 
nition, he removed them to Black Rock, where they were sei- 
zed by the authorities, and the enterprise broken up. How- 
ever, Mr. Sutherland was not to he diverted from his object.- 
On the 14th he conceived the hold plan of organizing the u.i- 
-iian exiles and other volunteers, as a military force on Navy 
Island, which, by the Treaty of Ghent, belongs to Upper Can- 
ada This Island is situated in the rapids of the Niagara riv- 
er, just above the Falls, and is not more than a mile and a 
half distant from Chippewa, on the Canada shore. It is a mile 
and a half long and a mile broad, well wooded and sheltered, 
and about twenty feet higher than the main shore on the Can- 
ada side, which, with the dangerous force of the current, ren- 
ders it almost impregnable on that side; and a more advanta- 
geous point for a hostile demonstration against Canada could 
not have been fixed upon. On the 15th Dec. twenty-eight 
brave and fine looking young men, with R. A an Rensselaer 
and Sutherland at their head, embarked at Schlosser in two boats 
and took possession of the Island in the very face and teeth ol 
a British battery and 500 troops. 

The selection of this bold position by the Sons of .Liberty, 
produced strong sensations in Canada and the adjoining por- 
tions of the State of New York, and greatly increased the 
feeling of enthusiasm prevalent for the liberties ol Canada. 

17 
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Every day brought large accessions to their numbers. The 
tri-colored, twin star banner of liberty being unfurled and plan- 
ted, Van Rensselaer, with the title of General, was invested with 
the supreme command, and Sutherland next to him. The 
General immediately commenced fortifying the Island. Mis 
first care was to mount an old scow with a double fortified long 
nine pounder, to serve as a channel guard buttery and prevent 
surprise while the works were progressing, \oiunteers, sup- 
plies of clothing and {provisions, inmost bountiful profusion, 
from all parts in the neighborhood, poured in upon them. — 
Their armament soon amounted to six field pieces and several 
hundred muskets, besides those in use by the men. A provis- 
ional government was got up, of which McKenzie was Chair- 
man, pro tern. From this a proclamation was issued, setting 
forth the object of the Patriot army — promising a bounty of 
three hundred acres of wild land to all volunteers who should 
serve during the struggle, and a reward of i$500 was offered 
lor the apprehension of Sir Francis Head. McKenzie also is- 
sued various denominations of money in the form of Treasury* 
notes, payable from the resources of the new government, 
whenever it should be established, which were readily taken 
in payment by all who had any connection with the volunteers. 
This demonstration of hostility, after all internal danger within 
the Province had ceased, naturally excited the alarm of the 
British authorities of Upper Canada. 

Col. McNab, vvhp had marched against Dr. Duncombe into 
the London District, meeting with no resistance there, assem- 
bled a body of nearly 2.000 Orange men. With these he was 
ordered by the Governor to march to Chippewa to watch the 
movements on Navy Island. On arriving on the Niagara 
frontier, he assumed the command of all the British forces in 
that quarter, and immediately commenced canonading the Is- 
land. The heroic sons of freedom were not slow in returning 
the compliment; they silenced his battery and dispersed his red 
coats in every direction. Sir Francis B. Head issued fresh 
orders to McNab, urging him to drive the Republican brigands 
off the Island, at the expense of the last drop of blood in Up- 
per Canada. McNab exerted every means, by land and wa- 
ter, to dispossess them. Six and nines, eighteens and twenty- 
four pounders* shells and rockets were incessantly showered 
on the devoted Islanders without effect. The stubborn Repub- 
licans returned shot for shot, dismantling the Queen’s batte- 
ries as often as they were prepared. Several attempts were 


NAVY ISLAND. 


199 


1 water on strongly fortified flotillas, to approach the 
the vigilance oi McKenzie and Van Rensselaer, and 
Island, hu . 8 McGregor, as often drove them back. 

the unerring eye oi . . ? og.u n cc McNab was informed 

*“•> TbS l a SsSS Boot Caroline would 
1* ool a licence »s a for- 

be down thavmgn between Buffalo, Schlosscr and 

ry boat or P* fancied lie saw, in this affair, a line 

Navy Island McNab on i ^ ^ ^ 8erwice of Queen 

opportuimy to d.M . > g wil Mn.e Drew, a retired navy 

officer! fornld a plan Jo devote this unarmed and unoffending 
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H oT browner the evening she was securely moor- 

a Ttt FortScffiosser. a landing place on the American shore. 

A small tavern was the only 

Th ° ronheSfcuSan ’ tTbS ^ spot, took led. 
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ing f, ink there being only one pistol aboard and no powder, 
on the deck, there &e«ng on j y the Canada shore, - 

hnte vie“ s in P fi«c bfL At midnight thee 
with forty tive vo instantly commenced a furious and 

boarded tne Caroline and nstam y inmates, 
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who of course were uflled as he was leaving 

a’ tkp f f roo°on Navy Island and the shore, aware of the 
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pairing, dying wretches, hopelessly perishing by the double 
horrors of a fate which nothing could avert, and watched with 
agonizing attention the flaming mass, till it was hurriedly 
swept over the lulls to be crushed into everlasting ruin, in the 
unfathomed tomb of darkness below. Several Canadians who 
left the Island in the Caroline that evening, to return the next 
day, have not since been seen or heard of, and doubtlessly 
were hid on board and perished with the ill-fated vessel 

I he monsters who could plan, and the savages who could 
perpetrate a deed so dreadfully horrible, and so terribly appal- 
mg, ought, in all conscience, to be served in the same manner. 
Why did the coward y, murderous gang pass Navy Island, 
where the Patriots had boldly and fearlessly hoisted their flag, 
and waited tor them, to attack innocent and unarmed men in 
an unarmed boat, in the dead of night, in a country at peace 
with them, and butcher, burn and drown unoffending citizens, 
U1 C w ° l(J r )l0 ° J d - Mc .^ ab Panned it; Drew executed it; Sir Fran- 
cis B. Head sanctioned it, and the British government approved 
it, and rewarded the villains ! ! ! Drew is promoted; McNab 
13 kn, 6 hfiBd a " d received the royal thanks, and now the British 
government threaten war with the United States for daring to 
seek redress for their murdered citizens and outrageously in- 
sulted (lag. If this atrociously wicked affair is permitted to 
pass unredressed, citizenship in the United States is no protec 
tion at home or abroad. In the British dominions it is a signal 
tor insult, or a passport to death. ° 

The whole of this circumstance lent a character of aggrava- 
tion to the transaction, that deeply exasperated the public mind 
m every portion of the United States. Hitherto the citizens on 
the borders of New York took little more interest in the Pat- 
riot cause, than merely to sympathise with, and wish them 
success; but the perpetration of this execrable deed, aroused 
tho citizens to vengeance. Hundreds volunteered to aid the 
. at riots, who never dreamt of it before; and had it not been 
lor the unceasing perseverance of the United States’ authori- 
ties to maintain their neutral relations with Great Britain, the 
despotic government of Upper Canada would have been over- 
thrown from Navy Island, long since. 

January 4th, 1838, formidable preparations wero being made 
in the British camp, to attack and carry the Island, ut all haz 
ards McNab convened a council, where it was unanimously 
resol vea, by the officers, to put every living creature on tho 
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Island to death, when they took it. The watch word given, 
was, “no prisoners,” “no quarters;” hut the unslumbering 
vigilance of the Navy Islanders frustrated their designs and 
compelled the British to seek shelter under their batteries. — 
It was generally supposed, on the Island, that one of their 
scows went over the falls. About this time McNab’s force 
numbered lull 5.000 — those oil the Island not over COO! ! 

On the 10th Gov. Marcy mid God. Scott arrived at Buffalo, 
and on tho lltli visited-Fort Sell losser and compelled Gen. Van 
Rensselaer, with his forces, to evacuate tho Island on the 14th, 
under the penally, if they occupied the Island any longer, of 
being treated as out-laws. 

Gen. Van Rensselaer and his immediate compatriots, after 
having maintained the tri colored flag, with its twin stars, floa- 
ting in the breeze for nearly five weeks, in stern defiance of 
McNab — his 5,000 men at arms — his numerous boats and bat 
terms, reluctantly evaluated the Island at the time appointed, 
leaving nothing but an old horse, which the royalists carried 
in triumph to Sir Francis B. Head at Toronto. 

On the very day that Navy Island was evacuated, the beau- 
'tiful village of Si. Euatachc, 21 miles north of Montreal,, was 
attacked by Sir John Colborne with 200 cavalry, a large train 
of artillery, several regiments of regulars and Canadian loyal- 
ists, and a portable gallows to hang the leaders who might be 
taken olive and in arms. Sir John’s army was 2,500 strong. 
St. Fustache was singled out for vengeance, because its citi- 
zens had protected from arrest, some of the honest members 
of Assembly, whom the government sought to destroy’. The 
Canadians, ns at St. Dennis, were some 300 persons, badly- 
armed arid :;o scarce of balls that some of them fired off mar- 
bles. They Look possession of several buildings and barrica- 
ded themselves. Dr. Chenier and sixty more, threw them- 
selves into the church, n very massive building in n comman- 
ding situation, and flanked bv two stone buildings. The enemy 
surrounded the village and’ cut off all retreat. The Clergy- 
man’s house was first burnt, having been fired with congrcve 
rockets, and tho people who relreated to the cellars of the con- 
vent were either burnt or sufiocaled. The soldiers next sur- 
rounded t lie church, undor’eover of the smoke, and two officers 
ol the royalists set firo to it, leaving the wotinded to perish in 
the flames. Some leaped from the windows and were met 
with volleys of musketry. Dr. Chenier and a few brave men, 
17 * 
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jumped through a window into the grave yard, where they 
fought with all the desperation of a forlorn hope* A ball soon 
brought thoir leader to the ground; but he- rail ted hL sinking 
strength, rose, and discharged his gun at the enemy— twice 
again he was brought |o the ground, and twice he arose to the 
attack. The four tit time he- fell to rise no more! Cheniers 
fall was the signal for an mdiscn minute slaughter of the re- 
mainder of his brave hand, ll No quarters, 7 * was the cry, and 
with few excoj) lions, all were massacred. Some few made {or 
the ice, Ltl hopes of gaining the opposite woods, One by one 
they were picked off by t he? marksmen posted at certain dis- 
tances; and the unfortunate stragglers leli and perished amidst 
the bleak wintry snows of Canada, 

After four and ix half hours fighting, Sir John Colborna ob- 
tained possession of the village* Many lay dead, wounded and 
we Be i* i ng in t he i r go re . T he s te n cj i from the b u rn I ng bod ins 
was very offensive. The village was given . over to pillage — 
property plundered- — women violated* mu seventy of the best 
houses to town and country, burnt to the ground* Old men, 
women and children i eft houseless, flying to the woods far 
shelter* Children screaming, women weeping In the agonies^ 
of despair— aid mmt praying in dreadful frenzy for mercy— 
there was none for them— -death ended their troubles, Dr. 
Cheniers mutilated body was exposed — \vs clothing stripped 
from his yet warm limbs — the body cut into four quarters- — his 
heart torn from his breast — his eyes gouged Irom their sockets, 
and his manly, lacerated limbs exposed to the gaze of the bar- 
barous soldiers* His property was entirely destroyed: even 
his beau nidi and .accomplished lady h ad to fly for her Site*—' 
Night closed upon the sacking of St. Eustache, and the whole 
countrv around seemed me sheet of tudd flame, in the midst 
of the horrors of a Canadian winter. Those who escaped the 
bullet, the bayonet and the lire, wore doomed to perish in the 
chilling snow. 

Cap!. Murry at, who accompanied Sir John Co l borne, was 
at the battle. He says the English soldiers, and their officers, 
were so exasperated against the Canadians, that ifr it was a ser- 
vice of danger to attempt to save the life of one of these poor 
creatures, 7 * About midnight he went to see the church; the 
floor hud been burnt to chide is, and “between the sleepers 
were scattered the remains of human beings, injured in various 
degrees: some with merely the clothes burnt off, leaving the 
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naked body; while here and there the blackened ribs were ail 
that the fierce flames had spared. Not only inside ihe church, 
but without its walls, was the same revolting speetaclc--and 
farther off were bodies, unscathed by fire, bin frozen hard by 
the severity of the weather. 77 

On the 15 ih Dec. Sir John Oolborne, with his destroying ar- 
my, entered St. Benoit, or Grand Brule, without resistance.— 
Three hundred farmers met him, with white handkerchiefs in 
their hands, as a token of peace. The inhuman monster ar- 
rested vast numbers and sent them off to Montreal jail. II uu- 
dreds took to the woods, and the village was given up to plun- 
der. On returning on the 16lh, after rifling it of every article 
they could cany off, Sir John ordered it to be burnt, leaving 
the poor habitmi, with his helpless family, to starve with bun- 
ger or perish with cold. All-powerful Creator, in thine own 
way ami time, visit these cruel destroyers of the human race ! 

Amury Gerod, one of the leaders, was stopped on his way 
to the United States, through the officiousneas of one John Tay- 
lor, of Long Point* When escape seemed inevitable, lie shot 
himself, liis body was brought to Benoit, beheaded; his head 
exposed on a pole, a stake driven through his body, and bis 
body buried at the cross of four roads. The London Times 
denounced these infernal acts. 

In one month 500 Canadian houses were burnt, and property 
destroyed to the value of upwards of one million of dollars, 

Dec. 25th, Gen. Sutherland was detached from Navy Island 
fo r the w es te r a Frontier, and about the 9 1 h F jg& 38ft 8, w i l h 
500 volunteers, took possession of Boss Blanc Isthnd in the riv 
ex Detroit, and ordered the schooner Ann, Cap*. Bordmeau, to 
the north-western end of the Island to watch the motions of 
the enemy on the Canada side, while he should prepare for a 
demonstration on Malden- At the urgent request of some one 
oil board, Capk B. against Ins own inclination, weighed an- 
chor in order io pass Malden; but unfortunately, the wind 
hip whig navel, she grounded, and after some resistance, was 
captured by the militia and negroes. 

In this affair the Patriots had several killed, and the whole 
crew of twenty-six, including Cols. Dodge, Brophy* Capt. Da- 
vis and Dr- Thelfer, v/erfc sent prisoners to the London jail, 
on charge of high treason. This vessel was a valuable prize 
for the captors. It contained three camion — one nine and iwa 
six pounders, three hundred and sixty stand of small arms* 
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with bayonets and accoutrements complete, a large quantity of 
ammunition, and six hundred and thirty dollars in specie, be- 
sides clothing and other materials. Col. Bradly, a gallant Bat- 
riot officer, who was present, in his report says: “There is 
no doubt that if Ucn. Sutherland had attempted to relieve the 
schooner Ann, her capture would have been prevented; for he 
had, at that time, between sixty and a hundred men under hia 
immediate command, who expressed their willingness to make 
the attempt to save her from falling into the hands of the ene- 
my. Capt. Sanford earnestly requested Sutherland to order 
the men into the boats, to prevent her being taken be appear- 
ed to comply with the request; but instead of performing what 
everv man there supposed was his intention, as soon as the 
men were on boarcl, he ordered thorn to pull lor the American 
shore, saying, “the enemy are attacking us, and we must flee 
for our lives.-'’ He further adds, “if Sutherland had effected 
a landing, he could have maintained it; he hud a sufficient num- 
ber of men, directly under his command, to have made good 
his position, without the aid or assistance of a single Canadian. 
lowever, he had the promise of assistance from three or lout- 
hundred Canadians; but in consequence of his want of military 
experience, they were driven to the necessity of uniting with 
the royalists.” 'Thus ended Gen. Sutherland’s military career, 
although not his misfortunes. 

On the evacuation of Navy Island, Jan. the 14th, the Steam 
Boat Barcelona was employed to carry the Patriot ordnance 
and stores to a place of safe-keeping in the vicinity ol Buffalo. 
On arriving at*Blaclc Rock, she was intercepted and blockaded 
by two armed British schooners, who, to all appearance, in- 
tended to make her a prize. Gen. Scott, ol the American ar- 
my, being then at Buffalo enforcing the neutral law ol 1 $ 1 ; 8 « 
oil being officially apprised of the intentions of the British 
schooners? ordered two companies of the Artillery and two field 
pieces to the spot, and accompanied them in person, with the 
avowed determination to protect the boat, and maintain the 
honor and dignity of the National flag, in the event ol the Bri- 
tish offering the boat or crew the least violence on the Ameri- 
can waters. The excitement created by the menacing attitude 
of the British navy, towards an American boat, within the wa- 
ters of the United States, -exceeded any thing heretofore wit- 
nessed on the frontier. Aoung men and old all turned out, 
determined to cross into Canada, should a gun be fired, or any 
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attempt made to board her. The British were rapidly concen- 
trating their forces on the Canada shore, and the schooners, 
apparently, manceuvrmg to attack her the instant she weighed 
anchor. Lvery motion of the British indicated an immediate 
recourse to host.ht.es. Geu. Scott took his position, prepared 
for the emergency; but to prevent the unnecessary effusion of 
blood, he despatched one of his aids to warn the British com- 
mander that any violence offered to the boat, would he consid- 
ered as an act of open hostility against the United Slates, and 
that, m such a case, he should feel himself hound, with all the 
means at his disposal, to maintain the dignity of the Common 
weak and the honor of the National fla|, Ling 
British commander, must consider himself responsible for the 
consequences During this interval, the sauev Barcelona 
weighed anchor, steered towards the British schooners, evi- 
dently daring them to molest her, and then proceeded on her 
course. The British commander remembered Lundy’s Lane- 

bed ‘Zm '.'hfpl *r 6 ° man «*-,•«*- wort, rt, like l entrap- 
7,' ?’. • knghsh commander hung his head and sneaked 

Scot? e‘ S t d ir ‘ T J> mS ’ th , r0Ugh Ihe determined firmness of Gen 
?>cott, ended an affair which, in all probability, would have 
-otherwise proved fata! to the peace of both nations 
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chapter XXII. 

Northwestern Frontier Expedition. 
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Iiad the patriots been permij 
marshals, sheriffs, constables 
Canada full ten thousand s' 
was the United States novel 
that saved Canada in 1838.1 
At Conneaut, in consequei 
of Col. J. S. Vreeland, and In 
thorily not connected with I ' 
advisable, byfehe officers in 
dismiss him altogether ; bill 

some important secrets rela ti v e lo lhe expeuhiun. <mu l/o — 
ing also of an •implacable and vindictive disposition, and 
having it in his power to do much harm, should either of 
the above alternatives he adopted, it was resolved to re- 
commend Gen. McLeod to appoint him Brigade Inspector, 
as the duties of that office would place him more immedi- 
ately under his eye. and remove him from the command of 
his regiment, who literally detested him. This was in fact 
degrading him ; yet he was too ignorant to know the dif- 
ference, and accepted the office cheerfully. But fearful of 
after consequences, it was deemed advisable to appoint him 
master of ordnance, in hopes that this additional trust would 
stimulate him to every exertion in securing the arms and 
forwarding them to Portland City. In order to assist Vree- 
land in collecting and transporting the arms and baggage, 
a Mr. Henderson was appointed his assistant, who” was 
forthwith directed to return to Buffalo with despatches, as 
well as to collect and forward the arms secreted at the dif- 
ferent places designated in his instructions. Vreeland, at 
the same time, received his orders to forward those in his 
possession and accompany them in person to the same 
place, and there remain till further orders. 

Major Bacon, being appointed Colonel, vice Vreeland 
removed, was ordered to march with his regiment to San- 
dusky, and there remain until the General should join him. 
Major Wilcox, in consequence ofjiis faithful and unremit- 
ted exertions in the service was appointed Colonel in the 
army, and retained with the General ns an aid, by order of 
the commander-in-chief, Gen. Van Rensselaer. 

The officers of the different departments being instructed 
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j of their respective duties, and every thing 
i0 the expedition properly arranged, the Gen- 
ms suite proceeded to Sandusky, to liiatuie his 
,d make further arrangements, previous to his re- 
xSf to Canada. 

.. Comieaut may be dated the commencement ot vree- 
mid’s public treachery. The arms entrusted to his care, 
at this place, were never seen afterwards. At Pot t land 
City he introduced himself as commander-m-chief oi the 
Patriot service; took up his head -quarters at Mr. Victors 
Inn • ordered the landlord to supply his officers with the 
best cheer, and told him that his paymaster would loot the 

1,1 On arriving at Sandusky, the commanding General, by 
invitation, made bis head-quarters at a private gentleman s 
house, where he and his staff were received with the most 
marked attention. Here the plans for entering Canada were 
matured ; the army divided into two divisions. Col. Rew- 
ard. with the right, amounting to about two hundred men, 
was ordered to Port Clinton ; there equip his men; cross 
on the ice to Point an Pelee r and make a diversion into 
Canada, while the General, Adjutant Gen. Ashley, and 
Col. Wilcox, should proceed to attack Malden, with the 
forces in th at vici§ t y. V reel an d was ordered t o Iran spo rt 
the mm boxes to Port Clinton, immediately, that Col. Rew- 
ard might experience no delay in waiting for them. u. 
reported that lie had none to forward. A council ot offi- 
cers was instantly called, and Vreeland summoned to up- 
pear: a ud on bein$| asked what he had done with the aims 
delivered to Ins care at Conneaut* he replied that he was 
the coramanderdn-ehieC ; thatihe council was illegal— had 
no authority to call him to account, and that lie would not 
abide their decision— that the arms were somewhere some 
in Ponnsyl vania, some in Ohiu, and. some in Michigan. 
After a consultation of some hours, lie finally acknowledge 
ud havin'* done wrong; that the arms and ammunition 
were forwarded to Perrysbnrgh and Monroe, and that tor 
tiie future he would obey the orders of his superior officers. 
The General proposed dismissing him instantor; but the 
council thought it not prudent : that it would be better to 
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bear with him until they got possession of the arms. He 
was then ordered to repair immediately to Monroe; collect 
the stores, and there await until the General arrived with 
the men. An express was immediately sent to Col. Seward, 
apprising him of Vreeland’s conduct ; enjoining him to 
remain where he was, until Maj. l.awton arrived from 
Pennsylvania, with the arms in his charge ; and then take 
up his line of march for Point an Pelee; refresh bis men, 
and proceed as directed by former instructions. Mr. James 
McKenzie,, an officer of trust, was also despatched to Mon- 
roe, to ■'watch Vreeland’s motion. 

Id very thing being arranged as well as circumstances 
permitted, the General, previous to his departure, sent to 
the landlord, Mr. Victor, for his bill, who brought in an ac- 
count of $116, which the General supposed meant $1.16, 
ns he had been there only one night. Mr. Victor explained, 
that Vreeland directed him to supply the men as above sta- 
ted. All the funds in the bands of the proper officer, to 
discharge this unexpected bill, were barely $65, which 
was paid over to Mr. Victor by Cols, Wilcox and Sew- 
ard, who gave their acceptance" for the remainder. This 
money was die voluntary contribution of the citizens of 
Bloomingsville, Huron, Norwalk, and Maxwell, who gave 
besides a large quantity of flour, pork, and beef for the use 
of the patriot service. Vreeland was well aware, when he 
ordered this unnecessary expense that the men had plenty 
of provisions, and no person was better acquainted with the 
low state of the Patriot funds than he was, for he was con- 
tinually drawing upon it, under the pretence of hiring 
teams. Besides, he collected large sums for the benefit of 
the service, for which lie never would account. But all 
this would have been overlooked, had his treachery ended 
here. 

Having settled this affair, arid giving the necessary direc- 
tions to the men, the General, with his staff, left Sandusky 
late in the evening of the IStli Feb., and proceeded with 
all possible haste to overtake Vreeland, arid concentrate the 
men at Monroe, previous to a descent on Malden. Vree- 
land was overtaken at Toledo, where he told the General 
that he bad, or would have, nine bund red stand of arms, 
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six six-pounders and two fours, at Monroe, ready us soon 
as the men arrived. Col. Wilcox asked him whether he 
asserted this as a matter of fact. He answered, with an 
oath, that he could place his hand on the whole ol them at 

any moment. . 

Ur. Duncombe, having recently escaped lrom Canada, 
met the General here for the first time. Having commu- 
nicated the object of the expedition to the Doctor, and other 
particulars, they left early in the morning for Monroe. 
On arriving at that place, they found Vreeland at his old 
tricks, issuing orders as commonder-in-chiel. A council 
was again called to consult what meaus should be adopted 
to obtain from him the possession of the patriot arms and 
equipage, and how to dispose of him otherwise. \ reeland, 
alter being summoned, appeared in the council. 1 he Gen- 
eral mildly asked him what object he had m view by act- 
ing in the manner he did? what lie meant by issuing orders 
in direct opposition to the plans matured and adopted . 
He impudently replied, “ My sweet fellow , 1 mean , by 
Q — d, what I have written !” The General’s passion, at 
this time, got rather the upper hand. Col. Wilcox stept 
forward and demanded of him what lie meant by such in- 
solent language to their commander, placed a brace of pis- 
tols on the table, told Vreeland to take bis choice and follow 
him. Vreeland apologised, and the affair was hushed up. 
From this time the officers treated him with the utmost 
contempt. Seeing that lie had gone too far, and had none 
to back him up in his pretensions, he drew up a document, 
regretting his post conduct, and promising submission for 
alf time to come. On offering this apology, the General 
was about spurning it with contempt ; but the council ad- 
vised otherwise. r rhe General thus addressed him, viz. 
n Vreeland, I accept this, bv the advice of the council, as a 
pledge for the future. You acknowledge your past conduct 
to have been ungentlemanly and unofficerhke ; and desire 
to be restored to confidence. 1 have none in you; but your 
brother officers are willing to bear with you ii little longer, 
and forget the past, on condition that you deliver the arms 
and ordnance in your possession to Col. Wilcox, forthwith ' 
This he promised to do on the receipt of a general ordei to 
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that effect. Col. Wilcox then asked him in presence of the 
council wliat amount of arms he luid in Monroe? He an- 
swered, “ I have arms for nine hundred men ; live boxes of 
fixed ammunition, at least a sufficient quantity lo supply 
nine hundred men with twenty-five rounds each, or more ; 
five kegs of powder; eight pieces of artillery completely 
mounted, i. e. six sixes, and two four pounders. ’Tis men, 
be said, not arms llmt are wanting.” 

The General directed the Adjutant General to issue an 
order to Col. W ilcox to take charge of the arms from \ ree- 
land immediately. An order was accordingly issued, ot 
which the following is a true copy : 

Adjutant General's Office, ) 

Feb. 22, 183S. $ 

[General Orders.] 

The Brigade Inspector, J. S. Vreeland, will in person 
point out where the arms, ammunition, ordnance and ord- 
nance stores belonging to the Patriot service are, aud deliv- 
ed the same to Col. Calvin Wilcox forthwith. 

By order of the General commanding, 

ROBERT W. ASHLEY, Adj't Gen. 

While this was preparing, and previous to the breaking 
up of the Council, Vreeland disappeared, and contrary to 
his pledged faith, suddenly removed and secretly forwarded 
the arms lo Swan Creek, where the persevering and in- 
domitable Col. Wilcox, after much trouble overtook him; 
presented the order, and demanded a delivery of the pro- 
perty. He promised lo comply and to deliver them in the 
course of the evening. The men were then marched to Swan 
Creek to receive their arms, and from theuce proceed to their 
original destination. About 8 o’clock, P. M., Vreeland, 
with a double sleigh, containing one hundred and seventy 
five stand of muskets, drove up to the inn where Wilcox, 
with a small party of men were on the look out. After 
taking possession, and charging the teamster to wait, he 
went to call the men and pay for their supplies, which did 
not exceed five minutes, and on his return, team, team- 
ster, arms and Vreeland had disappeared. The arms were 
never seen afterwards. After two hours fruitless search, 
by Dr. Duncombe, Wilcox and others, a council was again 
called to resolve what measures to pursue. Some of the 
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officers were lor Arresting Yreeland and, unless he delii er- 
ect up the arms, or pointed where they were, to execute 
him on the spot as a traitor ; but this was overruled, lor 
certain reasons. 

The attack on Malden was necessarily given up ; and 
Col. Wilcox despatched a second time in pursuit of Yre«j 
land, lie overtook him, a little- before day --break, within 
nine miles of the river Ecorse ; but be positively denied 
any knowledge of the arms. On finding that Col. Wilcox 
was not to be trifled with any longer, he promised the Colo- 
nel if he should follow him’ to the river Ecorse. to deliver 
the whole up without any further trouble. On arriving at 
this place nothing could be found, nor, consequently, was 
any delivery made. After a long and tedious night’s march 
the General and men arrived between eight, and nine tit 
the morning of the 24th, opposite Fighting Island, but no 
Yreeland or arms could he found. At 11 o’clock, the. Gen? 
erul received notice that two companies of the United 
States troops were, on their march from Detroit, to disperse 
the men and arrest the leaders. Col, Wilcox was immedi- 
ately ordered to parade the men on the ice. All the arms 
in their possession were barely six rifles and one musket 
a few swords and some pistols. The General addressed 
them in a very animated speech, and at the conclusion, 
asked them whether to avoid the U.S. troops and marshal; 
they would march with him and occupy Fighting Island 
until the arms arrived. All responded in the affirmative— 
o-ave three cheers, and marched off under the command of 
Cob Wilcox. Through the treachery of Vreelaiul these 
brave men were thus unavoidably placed between two 
fires, having their enemy, the British in front, without the 
means of defending themselves in the event of an attack; 
the U. S. troops in" their rear, to starve them out and pre- 
vent any succor reaching them. Had the British known 
their destitute condition, and attacked them in the night, 
their case would have been desperate. 

After they had marched for the Island, the General re- 
mained for a sort time to consult with Dr. Duncombe on 
matters relating to the expedition, and if possible to prevail 
with Yreeland to give up the arms, or inform where they 
could be found— but all to no effect. Yreeland was then 
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ordered to join the patriots on the Island forth with ; but 
mistrusting the consequence, and to avoid the appearance 
of disobeying orders, he solemnly declared that he and the 
firms would be on the Island in the con rse ol the night; at 
the same time urgently requested the General to grant him 
six meit, to be posted at different places as sentinels, to pre- 
vent the. sleighs loaded with the arms filling into the hands 
of the U. S. troops or marshals, as well as to pilot the sleighs 
secretly to the Island. To lenve him without excuse, this 
request was granted , the men were posted as he thought 
fit, and there ha left them, durir^g a long, tedious, cold 
night. 

Dr, Duncombe having Install further confidence in him, 
mounted his horse and rode to Detroit, to collect and tor- 
ward all the arms he could. Qu arriving there he pub- 
lished the following notice : !i The patriots, .under I he com- 
mand of Gen. D. McLeod, hoisted the standard of liberty in 
Upper Canada. He delivered a short and spirited address 
to tin; men, in which, after briefly relating the evils of an 
irresponsible government, the oppression of the people in 
Upper Canada, concluded by adding that their present ob- 
ject was undertaken in defence of the inalienable rights of 
man, and to extend to their suffering Canadian brethren the 
enjoyment of equal rights, andof civil and religious liberty. 
A at a heart was cold ; not an eye was dry, or a voice silent ; 
but long and repeated elmering evinced the zeal and deter- 
mination of the brave nc n,'vho then stood prepared to reco- 
ver their lost possession in Canada, emancipate the slaves of 
British tyranny — or did. Gen, McLeod evinced the true 
spirit of a determined commander; but not so Mr. Tree- 
land. His conduct must be held by every honest man in 
utter detestation.” 

Having arranged with Dr. Duncombe, the General, with 
the remainder of his officers,, left for the Island, to direct 
the future operations of his brave, but unarmed compatriots. 

Yreeland, now finding the coast clear, dressed himself, it 
is said, in the unfortunate Gen. Sutherland’s regimentals, 
went into the room where the United States marshals were, 
introduced himself as ,T. S. Vreeland, Brigade Inspector, 
Master of Ordnance, mid Commander -in-chief of the Putri- 
18* 
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ot service, and if they had any business with him he was 
there himself. The marshals, guessing his object, looked 
upon him with ineffable contempt, thrust him out of the 
room; but on his reappearance, they were compelled to 
make him a prisoner. At the same time he delivered up a 
sleigh load of arms sent down that morning from Detroit, 
for the use of the Patriots, which he had kept concealed till 
then. 

On arriving on the Island, the Generals first care was 
to visit the pickets and outposts, to see for hitnsell that they 
were so posted as to prevent surprise. On reviewing them 
lie declared himself satisfied with the skillful manner in 
which Uol. Wilcox planted them, and returned very much 
fatigued to his camp, the snow being considerably deep. 
Officers being appointed to take the rounds during the 
night, the General laid down about 1 o’clock in the morn- 
ing requesting Col. Wilcox to awake him and warn Adj’t 
Jones, to calf the men out halt an hour before day break. 
During the night, however, about forty muskets arrived, of 
which" thirty-five were serviceable. These were procured 
through the exertions of Dr. Duticombe and our friends, 
and were immediately put into the hands oft he men. Capt. 
Dodd, from Toledo, formerly of the U. S. army, was put 
m command of the armed men, and was busily employed 
with his company during the night in making cartridges. 
According to order, the men paraded before day-light. They 
had now forty-seven stand of arms, and appeared in good 
spirits. After drilling them a few moments, and giving 
the orders of the day, they were ordered to breakfast in 
haste, (as the enemy were assembling on the C anadian 
shore.) and be ready in case of alarm to assemble where 
they then stood. At day-break, as the General anticipated, 
the British appeared on the ice, and fired on the Island, 
wounding one man. Capt. Dodd was immediately ordered 
to march a few yards on the ice, with twelve men, three 
paces apart, take deliberate aim, and fire among them. 
This had the desired effect— the British dispersed in rather 
a hurry ; the men gave three cheers, and after remaining 
some time on the ice, and seeing nothing more of the ene- 
my, they were ordered to finish their breakfast with theii 
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arms in hand, so as to be ready to turn out in case of an- 
other alarm. About half an hour afterwards, the enemy 
opened their batteries, pouring round shot, grape and can- 
ister on the Island in line style. The men with arms 
were ordered to form line, tinder Capt. Dodd. Those with- 
out, to keep in the rear, and not expose^themselves unne- 
cessarily. 

Cols. Wilcox and Bacon contrived, the evening previous, 
to get a three pounder on the Island, which they mounted 
on 'rails, and gave in charge of Adjutant Jones ; but hav- 
ing neither cartridges nor balls, they broke open a keg ot 
rifle power, and loaded her in the following manner: Col. 
Bacon held the muzzle up between his legs ; Jones poured 
in the powder with his hands, and rammed die wad home 
with a piece of broken rail, and in lieu of a ball filled her 
tip with boiler punebens ; Col. McKinney firing her oil. 
This they repeated two or three times. 

The British forces appearing at this time, full five 
hundred strong on the ice, Capt. Dodd was directed to form 
his men at the edge of the Island, and keep them as little 
exposed as possible, and not to fire until the enemy arrived 
within fair reach. They soon approached. A steady fire 
was kept up by both parties lor nearly three hours, without 
much effect on either side. 

At one time, while the General was in consultation with 
Wilcox, Close to the only tree on that part of the Island, a 
six pound shot struck a large branch of the tree, about nine 
inches over his head. The. branch, in falling, wounded 
Wilcox in the face. On the first alarm, two prisoners, ta- 
ken the day previous, made their escape, and informed the 
British of the destitute state of the patriots. On receiving 
this information they crossed the ice in two divisions — the 
foot soldiers at the lower, and the dragoons at the upper 
end of the Island. The patriots, nevertheless, maintained 
their ground, until reduced to one round of cartridges 
apiece, and even until they were nearly surrounded. See- 
ing that any further resistance would only be a wanton 
and unpardonable waste of human life, and satisfied that 
all was done that brave men could do, placed in similar cir- 
cumstances, the General ordered a retreat, and directed 
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Capt. Dodd, with his armed men to cover the rear of the un- 
armed, mid by no means to allow them to mu or break 
the line, w hiclt order was punctual iyobeyed. Previous to this 
as the Gen. was ordering the men without arms to retreat to 
the American shore, a gM« shot carried away the front oi 
his cap, severely wounding a man on his left, and destroy- 
ed a musket in the hand of another. 

The General, on leaving the Island, remarked to Co.. 
Bacon, that the three pounder would fall into the enemy’s 
hand. ' Tins gallant son ot ilars, pieced up an axe, and in 
the lace oi' a heavy lire, returned to the piece, broke its 
axis, and assisted Lieut. Lett and some others to bring pii 
one of the wounded men. .. 

Titus, forty seven armed Patriots kept at bay ior 
f 0U r hours, five hundred British troops, without .osing af 
man and with only four slightly and one severely, woutul^ 
od. Tlie loss on the British side has been variously staled.. 
The truth has never been ascertained. But it is I lm opin- 
ion of the author. Unit their loss must have been trifling, if 
any. Tims ended the affair on fighting Island, Sunday 

tire 25th February, 183S. ■ * 

In order to avoid being arrested, by the marshals, the of- 
ficers were ordered to disperse, and make their way to De- • 
troitj where iliB Generul should join them in die eonise of 
the next day, if possible. On opproaching the A men can 
shore, he was met by Air. Phillips from Crest, and Major 
Heath ot Detroit, who informed him that Gen. Scott, of the 
U. S. Army, and the marshals, were on the alert to arrest 
him. and advised him to make for Brest with ail possible 
speed. Mnj. Heath having exchanged clothes with him, 
Mr. Phillips, with a small French pony and jumper, drove 
him off at the rate of ten knots an hour, and after experi- 
encing a few somersets they arrived at Monroe the same 
evening. Here Gen. Scott, with the marshals from Detroit 
unexpectedly overtook him. It was now hide and seek in 
riffht earnest. The Patriot Gen. evading, and the American 
General pursuing. The. marshals on the scent search in;; 
every where. The ladies, the patriot soldier’s true friend, 
God bless them, pointed the marshals to every trail but the 
right one. 
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Late in the evening, however, they ferreted the old fox 
to the real burrow. Airs. Spaulding, the landlady, seeing 
no possible chance for escape, with that presence of mind 
so characteristic of the sex, dressed the old General in la- 
dy’s apparel —directed him to a room, up stairs— gave him 
a needle and thread with a piece of cotton cloth, directing 
him to keep his back to the door oi the chamber, with his 
face towards ihe window, and in case he heard any person 
coming up stairs, to keep sewing like a lady at work, and 
on no account to turn his head round. This of course was 
stnct.lv obeyed, for the General knew the virtue of obedi- 
ence in such cases, to be better than hosts of sacrifice. In 
a lew moments one of the marshals popped his head in and 
perceiving nothing hut the back part ol a supposed lovely 
female, busy with her needle, begged pardon and retired. — 
Airs. Spaulding, all the time, watching the marshal’s mo- 
tions, came up as soon as he disappeared, told the General 
that site was satisfied he would not be taken this time, —and 
as it was late, told him he had better go to bed, and keep 
her cap on his head, and place his lady dress on the chair 
beside the bed — enjoining him at the same time to sleep 
with his face towards the wall, and by no means to turn 
round, adding that her husband, to carry the farce through, 
would sleep with him, — “so,” said she, “a good night’s rest 
to you and your betrothed.” 

About 11 o’clock, Air. Spaulding came to bed, leaving a 
lighted caudle on the table. In half an hour afterwards, 
two of the marshals bolted in sans ceremonie. Air. Spaul- 
ding pretending surprise at their intrusion, sternly demand- 
ed what they meant by obtruding into his wife’s bed room 
at that late hour. The marshals seeing her clothes on the 
chair, and a woman’s head, as they really believed, at the 
back part of the bed, apologised and withdrew. Early in 
the morning Air. Spaulding finding the marshals in the 
barroom, where they had remained all night, went to the 
room where his wife slept, gave her directions how to pilot 
the General to the cellar, while he should keep them in play 
at the bar. After conducting him as directed, she pointed 
him to a back door, which led into a yard, enjoining him to 
make his way to a certain place in the back part of the town. 
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and there remain, until she sent a man to conduct him 
to a place of safety. In an hour afterwards, Mr. Hawley 
a patriot of the purest water, escorted him to Mr. Hale’s, 
another of the blood of ’70 where he was’ kindly recei ved 
and hospitably entertained, by his amiable lady, but the 
search was so strict and extensive,' -that Mrs. Hale, like Mrs. 
Spaulding, deemed it absolutely necessary to disguise the _ 
General a second time, nor was she longer devising the 
plan of escape, or procuring the means of disguise. 

With the assistance of Deputy Sheriff Wood, a suit ol 
ragged clothes, and an old furless cap was obtained, witli 
which the General dressed himself. Being naturally of a 
coarse rough countenance, his tout en semble , was* 
in the last degree outre. On coming out of his dress-1 
ing room and beholding himself in a large mirror, he 
instinctively flew horn his own reflection as from a 
hideous spectre. Mrs. Hale, Mr. Hawley, and Sheriff Wood 
simultaneous burst into a loud laugh. The seen : was ri- 
diculous. At the same time Mrs. Hale ordered a Mr. 

to dress in the General’s clothes, harness her best horse to 
the cutter, drive through the town on the. old road leading 
to Toledo, in somewhat of a hurry, while. Messrs. Wood, 
and Hawley and the General would take up their line ol 
march to a 'tavern on the turnpike, through the woods, with 
an old Kosinante and a crazy lumber sled, where Mr. Hah: 
would meet them and give further directions. Every thing 
being properly arranged, the cutter was drove oil, a lrienc! 
was immediately despatched to apprise the marshals that 
he had gone for a certainty to Toledo by the old road in 
a fancy cutter drawn by a first rate horse ; that he was sure 
it was'him from his Canadian cap and red comforter. The 
marshals pursued and after a chose of eight miles overtook 
the man in the cutter, and tapping hirn on the shoulder, ex- 
claimed, “ General, draw in your reins, we have some bu- 
siness with you.” The supposed General turned round, 
looked them full in the face, and demanded by what au- 
thority they stopped him on the highway. The disappoint- 
ed marshals looked rather sheepishly at each other. One 
ot them remarking, “ the devil is in the old fellow, lie has 
finally hoaxed us ! He is like a jack-o’-lanteru, the nearer 
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we think we are to him the farther we are from him.” ‘Mr. 
Stewart,’ said he, ‘you return to Mouroe by the turnpike, 
for he must certainly have taken that route if he lias left 
the town, while we return the way we came.” He then 
apologised to the man in the cutter, who, having accom- 
plished his orders, returned with them. 

During this time, the General with his forlorn hope, was 
peaceably wending his way in his ragged apparel and cra- 
zy sled through the woods. On gaining the turnpike, Mr. 
Hale rode up and informed them that Marshal Stewart on 
his return from the boundary line between Michigan and 
Ohio had just passed him ; that the coast was now clear, 
and to drive on without stopping. Having met no other 
hindrance, they arrived at Toledo, early in the evening, — 
Here they unexpectedly met Dr. Duncombe, who never 
dreamed of the Genet al being so close to his heels. On en- 
tering the room where the Doctor had comfortably seated 
himself, the General, satis cvremonie approached the lire 
place. The Doctor on perceiving so ragged and apparently 
so miserable arid wretched a being making towards him, 
arose in amazement and addressed him in his usually mild 
manner, “my unfortunate friend this room is occupied, you 
will find the kitchen a more suitable place.” The General 
stood still, as if meditating, at last uncovering his head and 
face, he exclaimed, “what, Doctor, is the Patriot General 
really so transformed, that you can neither recognise his 
voice or features ?” The Doctor laughed heartily, shook 
hands and congratulated him on his escape. 

Late in the evening the General being informed that the 
Patriots under Col. Seward, had crossed over into Canada, 
an express was immediately despatched to Col. Wilcox, at 
Detroit, to collect and march the men with the least possi- 
ble delay to Point au Pelee; another was sent to Col. Sew- 
ard, with orders to fortify himself, and remain on the island 
until the General and the men from Detroit should join 
him. This latter express was never delivered. Early next 
morning another express arrived from Monroe, announcing 
that General Scott was hot on the pursuit, who declared in 
Monroe, that he would have the Patriot General if he fol- 
lowed him to the torrid zone, — it was a threat only. Af- 
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ter a few minutes consultation, the Doctor took his route 
for Columbus, and the General to secrete at Maumee until 
Scott should pass, but the pursuit was so close and the search 
so strict, that it was considered advisable to proceed to 
Lower Sandusky. On arriving there, a company of ninety 
men volunteered to inarch with him, and his aids, who 
joined him at Toledo, to reinforce the Patriots at Point 
hu Pelefe, Col. Bacon was sent in advance with some indi- 
spensibles, to Port Clinton. As the men were getting ready 
an express arrived from Col. Bradley, announcing the de- 
feat of the Patriots in the following words : 

March 4, 1S3S. , 

Gen. D. McLEOD, &c. &c. 

I arrived on the island last Thursday. On Friday 
evening, the officers unanimously elected me their Colonel, 
Col. Seward approving of their choice. Early on Saturday 
morning, the 3d inst. the enemy were seen at a distance, 
approaching the island in double sleighs, the ground we then 
occupied l considered untenable, and retreated five miles, 
fornjed the men in line of battle on the ice, and awaited the } 
approach of the British, who were not long in corning! 
up. A bloody contest ensued, the Patriots numbering on- 
ly 152, the British full 500. Alter fifteen minutes hard 
fighting, the British lines began to waver and were outlie 
point of retreating, such was the havoc our rifles made in 
their ranks, when Col. Maitland with 600 regulars and 
two field pieces, was discovered pressing on our right 
flank, to cut off our retreat. This turned the fortune of the 
day. We were obliged to retreat to the American shore. — 
The men behaved like veterans ;- — the officers acted nobly, 
there was not a faint heart among them. The Patriot loss 
was 7 killed, 10 wounded, and 3 taken prisoners ; the Brit- 
ish 60 killed and double that number wounded. I await 
your further orders. The marshals are on my trail. I am 
secreted at . 

I have the honor to be &c., 

F. BRADLEY, Col. com. 


CHAPTER XXII. 


Gen. Scotl’s pursuit — continued. 

This ended the patriot war on the western frontier for that 
■ season. 

Early next morning, the landlord informed Gen. M’Lcod 
that his friend ami pursuivant, Gen. Scott had arrived, and 
that the Marshals were diligently searching for him. A dou- 
ble wagon and a span of first rate horses were instantly provi- 
ded by some kind friend, who directed the teamster to drivo 
with all speed to Mr. Drake’s Inn, Portland city. The day 
proved very rainy and the roads extremely bad. Notwithstand - 
ing, Gen. Scott pursued Jehu like, keeping within sight of the 
fugitive General all the way, both driving furiously, I lowevcr, 
the Patriot had no idea that Scott was so very close on bis heels. 
He had scarcely seated himself in Mr. Drake’s Inn when the 
landlord mot Gen. Scott in the hall, who very prudently cociuct- 
ed him to another department, and immediately apprised the 
other General oi his danger. At this time the ruin descended 
in torrents, yet it was nut a time for hesitation. Without great 
coat, nn cl cap in hand, he bolted to Mr. Neal’s, a private house, 
ut some distance, where he found Col. Rradleyand several oth- 
er triends, comfortably quartered. Here lie was kindly re- 
ceived and hospitably entertained. Late in the evening, Gen. 
Scott was informed by some busy body, that Gen. M’Leodand 
some other Patriot officers were secreted at Mr. Neal’s house. 
Nothing but the heavy rain and extreme darkness of the night, 
prevented their being surprised and arrested. Gen. Scott, 
however, supposed that the Patriot General, would from a con- 
sciousness of the security of his concealment, particularly after 
a chase so rough and fatiguing as that which he underwent the 
day previous, take a long nnp in die morning to- refresh, and 
as a matter of course would be easily surprised, consequently 
guve himself no farther trouble that night. Gen. M’Lcod was 
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too old a soldier to be caught napping in the vicinity or a pur* 
suivant so vigilant as Gen. Scott. Before retiring to restand a 
little after the rain slackened. Dr. Evans despatched two trusty 
men to Mr. Drake’s to watch Gen. Scott’s motions, until morn, 
ing. Faithful to their trust they sat up all night. At break 
of day Gen. Scott and suite got up and while preparing to take 
the advantage of that early hour , one of Dr. Evan s trusty 
sentinels gave him the alarm, and he immediately apprised Gen. 
M’Leod. So close was the pursuit to the notice, that the Pat- 
riot General and his officers had hardly more than escaped by 
the back door when Gen. S. rapped at the front door for admit- 
tance. Mrs, Neal being somewhat alarmed for the safety of 
the Patriots, was in no particular hurry to grant admittance. — , 
However, the door was opened, the General politely enquired, 
whether Mr, Neal was within. She replied, that he was not, 
but would shortly return. He then asked if she knew him. — 
Her answer was, that she supposed it was Gen Scott. 

“Well, then,” said he* “1 presume you are aware of the bu- 
siness that calls me to your House, at this early hour.” 

“I caunotsay that 1 am, General, but 1 might perhaps guess 
it.” 

“Will vou then permit me to enter?” 

“By afl means, General,” said she, “but you are rather too 
late, the eagle eyed birds of liberty have flown.’’ 

“Ah!” said the General, “can it be possible?” 

“Quite so,” said Mrs. Neal, “they are out of the reach of 
the lion’s paw this time.” 

“That may be,’ said the General, “but perhaps not of the 
eagle’s talons.” 

“I assure you. General, replied Mrs. Neal, “that I believe 
thev are safelv secured under the protection of its wings.” 

“Well, well. Mrs Neal, I see the ladies, one and all, are 
the Patriot’s friends.” 

“Indeed, sir, we are mostly all of us on this frontier the des- 
cend? nts of the Patriots of 76, and would willingly shield the' 
Patriots 1838 from the cold chilling blasts of European despot- 
ism.” ‘ 

“Well, Mrs. Neal, I must be satisfied that they are not in 
the house before l leave will you permit these genllemen 10 
search the rooms?” 

“They are at liberty to do so,” said she. 

After searching the different apartments, beds, cupboards, 
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cellars, chimneys, barns, stables, and yards, they reported “not 

found.” , 

“This is loo bad,” said the General, “it is the third tune he 
has given me the slip; but I’ll have him if 1 have to deputise 
every man on the frontier ot Ohio/' 

‘•It is all needless,” said one of his suite, “while the Patri- 
ot General and his rescuants have the Indies on their side, alt 
the Marshals in Ohio can’t take him until the ladies ore bro’t 
over. In Monroe they disguised him lor a night in a ladies 
dress, in the morning they metamorphosed him into a negro, 
at noon they dressed him ns a sturdy beggar, and shipped him 
off under our eves, in an old crazy lumber sled, and he esca- 
ped the vigilance of all the Marshals. At Toledo, Cnpt. Allen, 
editor of a public journal, lawyers, doctors, ano even magis- 
trates, furnished him with means of escape. And here at Port- 
land city, Mrs. Neal has been speaking to us against time, to 
give him another chance. I think it will prove a wild goose 
chase, General, to search for him any longer in this quarter, 
for every man, woman and child, is a patriot or the. patriot’s 
friend: we may, therefore, as well look for a needle in a hay 
stack.” 

“True,” said the General, “he has, so far, with female as- 
sistance, eluded our grasp, but with all their characteristic 
cunning, or his military tact, he cannot escape, for he must 
have gone to Cleveland, either by way of Milan and .Elyria, or 
by Huron on the icc. One of you proceed forthwith by the 
former route, and you, (addressing another marshal) remain 
watchiug here, until I return from Huron and deputise marsh- 
als there. lie has no way of escape but by one these routes.” 

During this lime, Col. Bradley and Mr. Ashley. Adjutant. 
Gen., being young and active men, soon reached the edge of 
the woods. Gen. M’Leod being rnther corpulent and heavy, 
fell greatly in the rear, in attempting to keep up with them, 
puffed and blowed like a chased porpoise, bawled out. 

‘•Bradley, you fly panic struck. 1 scorn running from an 
enemy as you do.” 

“A good teason why,” retorted T3radlcy, “the action of your 
gravitation is too much for your propelling powers, otherwise 
vou would, on this occasion, outstrip the van, besides your back 
is turned to the enemy as well as ours.” 

“Hush! hush,” said the fatigued sweating General, “retreat- 
ing in a straight line before a pursuing enemy is certain dcstrnc- 
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tion. Incline a feu* paces lo the left; wheel a quarter circle 
which will place you undercover of the thicket, and if the en- 
emy is in blind pursuit, he will be unconscious of the manoeu- 
vre — pass unsuspectingly in our rear, and give us the opportu- 
nity of acting as prudence may suggest.” 

This command, although given iu jest, and almost out of 
breath, and, at the time, unconscious of its real merit, was 
promptly obeyed, and actually proved their salvation. In a 
lew minutes afterwards Gen. Scotl rode past on his way to 
Huron. Had they continued but a few minutes longer on the 
course they were pursuing, the would have been overtaken and 
made prisoners. 

“Well, well,” said Col. Bradley, “I see General, jou un- 
derstand the tact of converting a rout into a safe retreat.” 

“You will find,” said the Gen., “that the greatest battle ever 
won was by a previously well ordered and timely retreat. — 
Witness the battle of Waterloo. Had Wellington attempted 
to muintnin bis position at Quatre Bras, or retreated farther 
than he did, towards Brussels, iu either case the destruction of 
the English army would have been inevitable. It was his mas- 
terly and timely retreat, not in a straight line, but by inclining 
to the left of the French army, and throwing Gen. Grouchy so 
far to his right, that he could be of no service to Bonaparte in 
the event of an attack at Mount St. Jean. It also placed him 
in the most convenient and formidable position to receive the 
French and keep them in check, until Blucher with the Prus- 
sian allies could join him. Had they retreated farther, Bluch- 
er would have^hadto contend with the main body of the French 
or fall hack and permit the French to prevent his junction with . 
Wellington, which in either case would have proved disastrous 
to the cause of the allies. Mark/ said the Gen , ‘by retreat- 
ing iu a straight line, for any distance before a pursuing enemy 
is bad generalship, and certain destruction, but by prudently 
inclining lo either flank you give the pursuer a check and force 
him to move cautiously; particularly, in a hilly or woody coun* 
try, for fear of your ultimately gaining his rear and turning 
his victory into a surprise and defeat l might enumerate a 
number of instances where this was the case during the late 
French war, but our own circumstance on the present occasion 
however trifling, it may appear is a proof, of wlmt a time- 
ly manoeuvre cun effect. Had Gen. Scott been our real en- 
emy, his destruction from our timely and unperceivcd ambush, 
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would lifiv'o been as certain as Gen. Brnddock’s defeat. But 
on the other hand, hud we pursued the direct course we were 
on, Gen Scott would have made us prisoners, nor could we help 
ourselves. Resistance would have only aggravated our case 
and rendered escape impossible.” 

“What,” said Adj’t Gen. Ashley, in a snrlv tone, “signifies 
battles fought and won by retreats or advances, while Martin 
Van Burt? 11, the Dutch Kinderhook President of this great Re- 
public, can out- general all oilier Generals with his obsolete 
French Genet neutral laws, which Mr. John Bull, cruel a tv- 
rant as lie is, would scorn to enforce on his subjects. Wit- 
ness the case of Admiral Cochrane in the Spanish main, and 
the affair of Admiral Napier and his English crew in the Port- 
uguese concern, as well as Col. Evans and his English troops 
hi Spain. These nations were all ut pence, und had neutral 
relations with old Mr. Bull, but he never issued proclamations 
lo prevent their learning or retaining the art ol whipping their 
enemies. .Mr. Bull insisted in the House of Commons and in 
the House of Lords, spirituaj and temporal, that Britons hod a 
right to fight under the banners of any power that chose to em- 
ploy them, provided they did not turn their arms against their 
own country. President Jackson, it is true, sent some troops 
on the liues between the United States and Texas, but it was 
to prevent Santa Anna, in the event of his defeating the Tex- 
iaus, pursuing them within the boundaries of the United states. 

After the defeat of Santa Anna, hundreds of the Texians re- 
turned to the United States; not one of whom wore ever har- 
assed as we arc, or taken up and tried for a breach of the neu- 
trality laws. The Texians had not one grievance to the nine 
hundred and ninety nine which the Canadians labor under. — 
Nor were thev oppressed by a foreign tyrannical monarchy as 
the Canadians are, nor were the citizens of the United States 
by proclamation forbidden to aid the Texians in their struggle 
for independence. Their war for independence was a mere 
struggle for the supremacy of one language over another. For 
Texas being then a part of Mexico was governed by republican 
institutions. But it was left for Van lUiren to eclipse the rising 
sun of liberty in the North, while Jackson has had the extreme 
pleasure of seeing it rise in meridian splendor in the south 
without at all involving his neutral relations, with Mexico. — 
Van Buren is the sole cause of all our defeats, troubles, misfor- 
tunes and difficulties. Had he left us alone, us Jackson did the 
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Texians, we would, ere now, have been in good winter quarters 
in Canada, among the patriots and trodden down Republicans 
of that ill fated and oppressed country, raising their drooping 
spirits, and leading them on to victory and liberty* By his 
high authority, the executors of his neutral laws, the marshals 
and officers of the United States army, have robbed us of our 
arms and ammunition and chpt our wings, to render us an 
easier prey to the voracious sharks of despotism. Jle is the 
first, and it is ardently hoped, will be the last President of these 
confederated States, who will ever again lend assistance to 
crush the efforts of the suffering sons of F reedorn. Ever since 
Van Buren assumed the reins of government, the pecuniary 
and political concerns of the United States became changed in. 
to a state of sour crout fermentation, from the effects of which 
it will require the wisdom of Solomon to restore them to their 
former sound mid healthy action* lie has forced the votaries 
of Canadian liberty to swallow sour grapes* and has set the teeth 
of the true democracy of the country on edge; but the aristocrat 
will find to his mortification, ul |jm approaching presidential 
election that he has been gnawing at fifes, and kicking against 
the best interests of the commonwealth. He will, ajso, find 
that the great body of tile people, by the grace of God, are the 
sovereigns of this highly favored country, and not he — that ho 
is the servant and they the master / 7 

Having finished this chapter of grievances, the Patriot fugt. 
lives deemed it prudent to take ground to the left, and accord- 
ingly marched undo deep in water on the iec to an island in 
the lake, where they passed a cold, wet, hungry, and tedious 
flay, without shelter*— sometimes running and at others jump- 
ing to keep their blood in circulation. The Adjutant General 
amusing them occasionally with fine spun lectures on the Amer- 
ican Constitution — its maladministration by Van Btiren:— the 
sterling patriotism and military heroism of Gen* Harrison, the 
next expected President of the United States ;— 4 1 Queen Victo- 
ria / 5 said lie, “will find old Tip as tough a piece nf hickory to 
deal with as the French found Jackson,” *For/ said he, ‘Har- 
rison loves the British tory cmbicilcs us cordially as Sampson 
did the Philistines* when he slew a thousand of them with the 
jaw bone of an uss, ant) such is the very man we want. At the 
river Thames he la tight them to dance to the tune of Yankee 
Doodle in double quick time, and before his term expires may 
also tench them to. dance to the tune of ‘Over the water with 
Charley . 7 
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In the shade oT the evening they returned to the main land; 
and at nine o’clock, P. M. after a weary march of some hours 
through long grass and woods, they put up for the night at Mr, 
Winter’s House, eight miles from Portland city, where they 
were courteously received, hospitably and kindly entertained. 
This gentleman is a patriot of the old Jeffersonian school, who 
had to flee from Canada during the last war* for refusing to 
lake up arms against the Americans* His escape to Buffalo 
from the pursuit of the lory blood hounds, of that day, was 
nearly miraculous* lie suffered and sacrificed much for repub- 
lican principles, and consequently felt deeply interested for the 
safety of the proscribed, hunted Patriots. 

He was so fearful that they would he apprehended, while 
under Iris roof, that, unknown to them, tie placed Ids aged 
wife, grand daughter, and a large mastiff dog called growler, 
as sentinels, at regular distance?, to guard against ilia surprise 
of the marshals; who had visited his premises the day previous. 
For this purpose growler was stationed at the edge of the 
woods, on the main road, about fifty rods from l lie holloa* This 
sagacious animal barked nt every trifling noise* The grand 
daughter, a rosy cheeked girl of eighteen, took her post at the 
burs about twenty rods from the house, and passed the alarm 
as often as given by growler, to her grand mother* a lady of 
seventy years, who was stationed half way between her and the 
house ; she also passed the word to the old gentleman, who 
stood near the house to give them the alarm in case of danger* 
About It o’clock, as the General went out to view the night, 
ho heard a dog bark in the distance, and some person in the 
game direction warning another that some one was approaching, 
who warned the old gentleman. The General, on looking 
round, and perceiving Mr. Winter? standing at the window, 
inquired what this affair m an:. ‘"Why, (said the old man,) 
we are fearful the marshals may come and take you by sur- 
prise* They were here at noon, and mistrusted that we had 
you somewhere in safe keeping, and hinted that they should 
visit ns during the night/’ “But, (said the General,) you will 
all take your death of cold. If you persist in thus exposing 
yourselves, we will leave tire house immediately / 5 4 'No, no, 
(said he;) go in and mnke yourselves comfortable*. I and the 
old lady would die of grief, were you taken prisoners while un- 
der our protection. The General went in ; told Col. Bradley 
and the Adjutant General the circumstance, requesting the for- 
mer to go and prevail on the old man to recall his female pick* 
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ets. As Col. Bradley was attempting to go, Mr. Winters step- 
ped in, almost breathless, and without saying a word flew to 
the back window, raised it up, and with a stentorian voice 
called out. “Gentlemen, clear the coop; the marshals are on 
your heels.” Iri an instant the patriots flew to the window. It 
was really laughable to see them press through. Bradley and 
Ashley, being spare and active, soon cleared the coast; not so 
the General, "who had to drag his heavy length along. He, 
unfortunately, in the hurry of the moment, fell heels over 
head iri a mud hole on the outside of the window; and on re 
covering his feet, ran with all his might, blowing like a wound- 
ed porpoise, until he reached the edge of the woods, where he 
found Bradley and Ashley coml'ortab'y seated on a log. 

“Bradley, (said the General,) this creeping through win- 
dows, tumbling into mud holes, running through fields, and 
taking refuge in the woods in a cold winter night, will never* 
do. As we are not permitted to give the enemy battle, or take 
him prisoner, let us send him a flag ol truce, and endeavor to 
obtain terms of an honorable capitulation." 

“A fig for a truce or capitulation, (said the Adjutant Gene- 
ral.) That will consign us to jail for six months, or perhaps 
three years. One rn'muto’s liberty, in a cold swamp, is worth 
a thousand years of bondage.” 

“.fust so, (said Bradley;) a stitch in lime save nine— a good 
and timely retreat, in some instances, is as good as a ^battle 
won — | ie that runs away, may live to light another day.” 

At this time, Mr. Winters, having ascertained the cause of 
the alarm, cried out, “General! come back. All is well. It 
is Dr. Evans, come to see you.” 

After returning to the house, and shaking hands with the 
Doctor, all joined in a hearty laugh, and after each had recoun- 
ted his adventure through the window, and the outposts being 
called in, the parties retired to rest. 

Early next morning Cols. Wilcox and Bacon, with Commis- 
sary James McKenzie, joined, after many hair-breadth escapes. 
Breakfast being over, the gallant Bradley took his final leave to 
join his family a l Green Creek. Gen. McLeod and his remain, 
ing officers, having consulted for a few minutes, took up their 
line of march through the woods to the half-way house. Hora 
his good genius -once more favored him. On approach- 
ing the house, they entered by the back door, and unper- 
ceived by any one, walked silently up stairs, to a room in 
which he had formerly lodged. A few minutes afterwards 


Mr. Johnstone, the landlord, came up on some trifling business, 
and on seeing the General so unexpectedly, stood gazing in 
amazement; at length he exclaimed, “General, you are in im- 
ininet danger; the marshals are below, and threatening to 
search the house. “Never mind, (said Col. Wilcox,) we 
have had many narrow escapes, and must do the best wo can 
to escape again. You go down, and keep them in play; in a few 
moments 1 will follow and inform you, in their hearing, by way 
of news, that the General, on his way to Cleveland, slept last 
night at Milan, and was waiting for some of his officers to join 
him.” This stratagem had the desired effect. They believed 
the report ; mounted their horses and disappeared in hot pur- 
suit. 

The premises being now cleared of these government hunt- 
ing-sharks, it was deemed advisable to remove head-quarters 
forthwith to Mr. Parish’s in Bloomingsville, and there disperse 
in small bodies of twos and threes, that by the variety of their 
routes they might the more easily bewilder their pursuers. 

On arriving at Bloomingsville, Cols. Wilcox, Bacon and 
Commissary McKenzie, deemed it necessary for them to* 
depart immediately for the east by the way of Milan, in order 
to attract the attention ol the marshals in that direction. After 
their departure, Dr. Carpenter, a whole souled patriot, regret- 
ting the unnecessary officiousness of the officers of a republic 
can government, to apprehend a man whose only crime was ; 
his unyielding love ot liberty and hostility to monarchy in. 
any shape or form, felt deeply interested that the General 
might elude the ingeniously laid plans of Gen.Scott for his ap- 
prehension. The Doctor employed a few active young men 
to keep a good look-out during the day, as well as to prevent 
a surprise by night, until some means could be procured to 
forward the General safely to Cleveland. 

Late in the evening, he received two despatches from the 
east — one from Gen. Van Rensselaer, dated 20th Feb. 1838, 
announcing the concentration of a large body of Canadians 
and volunteers on Hickory Island, for the ostensible purpose 
of attacking Kingston, urging Gen. McLeod to repair forthwith 
to that point the other was from a Mr. Nickerson, dated 
Comstock’s Inn, eight miles above Buffalo, 22d February, 
1838, also urging him to make all possible hasto to take 
the command of a large party forming in that quarter, to 
cross on the ice to fort Erie. These despatches arrived nearly 
& fortnight to late; nor was it in his power, since the <JeTon\ 
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at Fighting Island and the affair at Point au Pelee, to comply 
with cither request. For immediately alter these disastrous 
events, he was harassing!/ pursued by day, and hunted by 
night, disguised and compelled to seek refuge in the woods aud 
swamps. Had he been a horse thief or a murderer, lie could 
not. have been mote perseveringljr pursued. Such has been, 
and always will be the fate of unsuccesslul patriots. 1) rants 
and despots may trample on law, and riot on the prostrate 
rights and liberties of their fellow men with impunity; bu; 
sliould a libe rty inspired patriot boldly dare to resist their arbi* 
trary and ill-gotten power, and prove unsuccesslul in the at 
tempt, infamy and death arc his portion. 

Early next morning, a friend from Portland City, informed 
the General that Scott had deputised marshals in every direc 
tion to guard against the least possibility ot escape, and there- 
fore recommended him \o proceed to Huron iorthwith, ant 
from thence take the ice for Cleveland. W bile a team was get 
ting ready to convey them to ihe former place, an express ar 
rived from the half-way house, announcing that the marshal 
were on their track, and not more than a mile ofl. The Genera 
directed Mr. Ashley and the other officers to remain until the 
marshals came up, and if possible to send them on a false trail 
while he, by the guidance of Mr. Byington, should take a cir 
cuitous rouLe to Huron. After two hours heavy travel, throug! 
deep clammy fields, leaping over ditches and climbing ove 
fences, they finally struck on the road, just as a lumber wagoi 
was passing for Huron. The teamster readily granted the Gen 
eral a passage^ 

On arrivingjat a tavern some two or three miles from Huron 
a genileman, in great haste, rode up to the Gen eral and ii 
formed him that a marshal from that place was within halt a mil 
of him with orders to arrest him, and directed him to alight an 
secrete himself immediately. The landlord, who was stand in; 
bv, hearing the conversation, told the gentleman it would l 
of no use to secrete the General, as the marshal woa 
search the premises; bur, said he, he had better strip n 
his great coal and cap— put on an old pea jacket and slouch* 
hat of mine — take an axe in his hand, and fall to chopping 
log on the other side of the pile of wood on which the negro 
standing, and by all means to keep his back to the house. Tl 
General had just got fairly to his awkward work, when tl 
marshal rode up at full speed, and without paying the least s 
tpjitiQn to the chopper on the other side ot the pile, entered tl 


house, looked about, und after a few moments close conversa- 
tion with the gentleman from Huron (Capt. Robinson) mounted 
his horse, and rode off for Bloomingville. The General drop-' 
ped his axe, and immediately directed his course towards Mr. 
Bump’s Inn at Huron, where he exchanged his pea jacket and 
slouched hat, for his own more comfortable dress, which had 
been sent on. Shortly after Mr. Ashley and the other officers 
joined, and staled that the marshal from the half-way house 
arrived a few minutes after the General left; that Mr. Bying- 
ton told the marshal that the General had returned lo Mr.- Win- 
ters by a particular bye-road, arid he would be likely to find 
him there. Without any more inquiries the marshal directed 
his course to that place. 

The next morning at day light, the patriots took their depar- 
ture for Cleveland, in a wagon hired the day previous. No- 
thing of importance transpired during this muddy journey* un- 
til they arrived opposite a tavern in Ohio City, from whence; a 
person suddenly issued, calling on the teamster to stop. The 
General, mistrusting his object, seized the reins and whip from 
the driver, drove the poor jaded horses rapidly down the hill 
and across to the Franklin House in the city of Cleveland. On 
alighting from the wagon, although muffled up, and literally 
covered over with mud and mire, the keen-eyed and generous 
hearted landlord, Mr. Harrington, instantly recognised him 
and ushered him into a private apartment, supplied him 
with refreshments, of which he stood greatly in need, and fur- 
nished him with a suit of clothes, while the kitchen boy dried 
and brushed his own. Towards evening the marshals began 
to make some stir. It was therefore deemed advisable by the 
General’s friends to remove him to a private house, with which 
proposal he readily complied. 

Early on the succeeding morning, some individual procured 
a private conveyance for him and the Adjutant General to 
Erie, which was gratefully embraced. Here ended the pursuit 
in Ohio. 

Notwithstanding the extensive and deep laid plans of Gen. 
Scott, the vigilance and perseverance of the marshals, be it 
remembered that with the assistance of the ready wit, presence 
o» mind, and ingenious stratagems of the male and Female 
friends of Canadian freedom, in the Woolverine and Buckeye 
states, the patriot officers were triumphantly enabled to out 
manoeuvre the whole posse of Van Buren’s “neutral law ’ 7 
preservers, thus convincing the framers and advocates of that 
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act how highly the majority of the citizens of these Slates 
disapproved of its principle. They considered it derogatory 
to the spirit and genius of the Constitution, to wink at one peo- 
pic struggling for liberty and crushing another for the like at- 
tempt. ^Generally, there are no people in the world more at- 
tached to the institutions of their country, or more inclined to 
the faithful observance of tho laws, or more willing to assist in 
enforcing them, than the American citizens. But they urged 
that as the neutral relations of the United States were not en- 
forced against the Greeks, Poles, or Tex in ns, so neither ought 
they to bo against the Canadians. The Texians had recruiting 
parties publicly in different cities of the United States, and 
even in Canada, neither of which governments thought proper 
to interfere. The Canadian leaders never attempted to setup 
such parties. Their only crime consisted in permitting a few 
citizens to escort them on their way across the lines. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

The Hickory Island Expedition, the turlherpursuiL after Gen. McLeod, 4rc. 


The expedition got up at Hickory Island, by Col. Bill 
Johnson and Gen. Van Rensselaer, on the 2blh February, 
brake up, lor some reasons not explained, without; attempt- 
ing any demonstration whatever. It appears that if one 
half of the number assembled, had but marched boldly ior- 
ward, Kingston would have been easily carried. Tire mili- 
tia in charge of the garrison and fortifications were mostot 
them patriots ; who on learning the night on which the at- 
tack was to be made, spiked the cannon the- evening previous, 
and made preparation to surrender the fort. Besides this, 
live hundred patriots from Bellvillein the Midland district, 
officered and equiped, marched, on the evening of the ex- 
pected attack to assist in the operations ; but on their arri- 
val within a few miles of Kingston, a messenger from 
Hickory Island informed them that the patriots had dis- 
persed for want of a leader. 'This unexpected news was 
a death blow to many of them. They left their homes 
buoyant with the hopes of returning victorious, instead of 
which they found themselves compelled to disperse without 
an effort, and their leaders forced to abandon the country, 
to save their lives. Many of whom were arrested, tried mid 
condemned. Thus ended a highly promising, but foolishly 
managed expedition. 

The expedition got up at Comstock’s, eight miles from 
Buffalo, terminated in a different. manner. As they were 
preparing to cross for Fort Erie, Col. Worth, with a ’strong 
detachment ol United States troops, reached their encamp- 
ment on the ice, which the patriots supposed to be in Can- 
ada. On seeing them approach, the liberators, as thev 
termed themselves, stood to their arms, determined for a 
light, should Col. Worth attempt to molest them; but after 
a little palaoer, they were finally prevailed upon to ground 
their arms. Col. Worth burnt their encampment ; seized 
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four cannon, three hundred muskets, sixty rifles, seventy 
pikes, thirty kegs ammunition, besides swords and pistols. 
Success to the neutral laws ! they have done more good for 
Q,ueen Victoria than all the tories in Canada ever did or 
ever will ! ! 

Late in the evening of the 26th March, Geu. McLeod 
and party, after a fatiguing journey, arrived at Mr. Com- 
stock’s eight miles from Buffalo, exhausted in means and 
strength." As they were preparing, next morning, to pro- 
ceed on their journey eastward, the General’s old torment- 
ors, the neutral law marshals, rode up. Mr. Comstock, on 
perceiving them, gave the alarm, ran out and kept them 
engaged until the General, Col. Wilcox, and Gapt. Story 
got on the -ice, and out of sight. 

They had but barely settled at the Eagle tavern in Buf- 
falo, when the marshals appeared again in full pursuit 
Mr. Huntly, the landlord, put them on another track, ap 
prised the General, and directed him to a colored woman’; 
house, who washed lor his family, in the south part of the 
city, where he would be perfectly safe until an opportunity 
occurred for going eastward. This woman, being a imp 
her of the Baptist church, Mr. Huntly placed the utmost 
confidence in her, and explained to her the General’s case, 
and with the consent of her husband she agreed to secret-: 
him for a day or two. Being much fatigued, he laid hint 
self down to rest. This woman, in conversation with an 
other, told her in confidence, that a Mr. McLeod, from Ca- 
nada, was in her house, and in a hurry to get some wash 
ing done, which was the case. The latter instantly told 
her husband, who was a strong patriot. He supposed i 
was Sheriff McLeod, who figured so notoriously in the 
Schlosser concern, and, therefore, he immediately apprised 
Capt. Appleby, who had charge of the Caroline steam boa: 
when captured and driven over the Falls by the British 
He instantly collected a dozen stout young men, and sup- 
plied them with tar and feathers, to do the appropriate busi- 
ness. When they came to the house, one of them entered 
to ascertain whether the stranger from Canada was there 
The colored woman became alarmed at seeing so many 
acknowledged the fact, and pointed to the room, b 


young man entered, and after viewing the Gencfal, who 
was sound asleep, returned and told his companions that it 
was actually Sheriff McLeod, for he knew him by his whis- 
kers. They rushed immediately in. The General awoke 
— one of them stept forward to collar and drag him to the 
door, lie resisted, and declared the first man that would 
attempt to lay a finger on him, would receive the length of 
his bowie knife. If, said he, you are the United States 
marshals, produce your authority, and I surrender — other- 
wise I warn you to keep at a distance. “ We will soon let 
you know who we are,” said a bully looking fellow, at- 
tempting to close up. As the General put himself in a 
posture of defence, a Mr. Jourdaii slept lorward and ex- 
claimed, “ Gentlemen, take care what yon are about ! This 
is not Sheriff McLeod. It is the patriot general, evading 
the marshals. If any one (said he, stepping between them 
and the General,) lays a finger on him, he does it at his 
peril.” The young men stood amazed, and being fully 
convinced, made the amende honorable, and retired. 

Mr. Jourdan took the General to his own house and hos- 
pitably entertained him until it was found necessary to re- 
move him to Mr. Bates’, who kept the sign of the Bull’s 
Head. 45 

The marshals being on the alert, searching strictly for 
him everywhere, he was locked up for some hours in a 
narrow cupboard, without the power of lying or turning. 
As Mrs. Bates was passing his place of concealment, two 
marshals approached, and offered her ten dollars each if 
she would inform them where he was concealed — for said 
they, “ we are satisfied he is in the house/’ “ If I could be 
bribed (she answered with apparent indignation,) to betray 
an honest patriot, for any sum of many, it would not be for 
so mean and paltry a sum as you offer. The General (she 
continued) has been here this morning ; but is, by this 
time far beyond the reach of either you or the influence of 
your insulting offers.” From this they concluded he had 
gone east, and immediately left the house. 

In the evening the search was renewed more strictly : 
consequently the friends deemed it necessary to transfer 
him to the cellar of an uninhabited house. Here he spent 
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a most tormentingly disagreeable night. It seemed as if all 
the rats in the city had congregated to dispute the posses- 
sion of the cellar. The bedding supplied him was of no 
use. He had to stand on the defensive all night. Tht 
cellar being pitch dark, it was impossible to see or guard, 
against them. In the first part of the night, while he lay 
on his bed, they ran over and around him in every direc- 
tion, squealing, chattering and fighting like a drunka 
rabble of Canadian tones - at an election. Sometime 
they would hold a truce of from ten to fifteen minutes, and 
then, as if all the evil spirits in the universe were let loose 
would rush from every quarter to all quarters, tumbling 
and overturning every thing in the way. A little aftci 
midnight, 'about a dozen of the hostile vermin rushed ove: 
his body as he lay. Under the idea of being really attacked 
he gave an involuntary leap towards the center of the floe 
and fell like a log. The scattering that took place, and til- 
diilter ing, scolding noise that ensued baffles description 
On getting up he found an old axe handle, with which hi 
heat about, and kept a very mi peaceable possession of tht 
floor until relieved next morning. 

At 10 o’clock, A. M. a member of the Provincial Parlia 
merit of U. C. procured a passage for him in the cars to tb: 
Falls, where Messrs. Mills, Doyle, and some other exile 
met, and accompanied him to Lewiston. 

He had not been there over a few minutes, when sotnt 
mischievous wag sent word across to Queenston that Don 
McLeod had arrived from the west with five hundred i> 
the Navy Island patriots, and intended crossing that night 
to take the place and attack Fort George. Expresses, b 
spread the alarm, were instantly despatched in every dim 
tion. The tory part of the community were seized wit 
consternation. A deputation was sent to Lewiston to ai 
certain the fact, when, lo ! it was found that Gen. McLeot 
had come alone, and had gone to Lockport. 

The personal narrative, so far introduced, of the suflet 
ings of some of those who attempted to assist the Canad 
ans, is not done to procure praise or excite sympathy lo 
them, as individuals, but solely that the reader may hav 
it in his power to judge, to some small extent, of the gret 
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debt of gratitude which the Colonial authorities, and mo- 
ther England owe to the American executive, in enablin'! 
them still longer to linger out the rickety, bayonet-propped 
government of the Canadas. Had the same facilities hee.n 
given to the Co uadi an Patriots, that were given to -the vol- 
unteers for Texas, the gallant men who crossed the line at 
different points, in smalt bodies, and at different times, 
might have rendezvoused, organized and crossed together; 
—and if they had — where would have been the red cross 
ol St. George now? Would it have floated from a single 
fortress - on this Continent ? One victory alone was all 
the Republicans wanted, and t lie shout of (lint victory 
would have roused the whole Provinces in rebellion, from 
Lake St. ( lair to Newfoundland. One spirit would have 
animated Uiern— one heart and one soul — to lav the boun- 
dary liue iu the deep bosom of the Atlantic. 

“Hunk nothing cry, ‘-til! nought rnnCtt* 

(hi Qtir*!M?c , & towers — til! I'/Ctfilofnhj standard 
-A /hi ull ho ours, beneath the northern 

It was not lo be so, however. This glorious result, the 
.lope of which supported so many brave men through suf- 
ferings, o| which bur a faint idea can Ire had from these 
pages, was frustrated, not bv the Colonial power, nor bv 
Orange vagrants, but by the United States 7 Executive, bv 
the aid of its troops and Marshals. 

The remainder of this personal narrative is necessarily 
deferred for another volume, which will appear at the pro- 
per time. ‘ * 

I he state of the Canadas, at this time, was truly dis- 
tressing. Government spies were spread all over the Pro- 
vince neighbor in dread of neighbor — families divided 
and estranged— jails and other prisons filled to overflowing 
— confidence lost— the constitution overturned— the hube- 
vis corpus act suspended — martial law iu force— mil itarv 
tribunais consigning the people to execution arid baiiisb- 
tnent by hundreds— dogs, with their throats cut, were 
Ining, in the dead of night, at the Governor’s and Chief 
Justice’s door, with ■superscriptions over them in blood. 
-Mathews and Lout” — “Vengeance cries aloud.” The 
Cnief Justice, iu dread of his life, obtained leave of ab- 
20 s 
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sconce, and returned to England— business and commerce 
v. r erc prostrated — farmers and mechanics emigrating to the 
western States by fiftys and hundreds, and society was 
completely disorganized. Such was the unfortunate state 
to which the maternal care of Great Britain has reduced 
the Canadas. 

On the 12th April, Colonel Louut arid Capt. Mathews, 
two of the bravest of the Canadian Patriots, were executed 
by order of Sir Geo. Arthur. Petitions signed by upwards 
of 30.U00 persons, were presented to him, praying him to 
spare their lives, hut in vain. He and the compact thirs 
ted for their blood. Capt. Mathews left a widow and fit- 
teeti children, and Col. l.ount a widow and seven children. 
Lount was upwards of six feet in height — a fine, noble 
looking man, in his forty-seventh year. They behaved 
with great resolution at the gallows. The spectacle o: 
Lount alter the execution was the most shocking sight 
that can be imagined lie was covered over with his blood; 
(he head being nearly severed from his body, owing to the 
depth of the full. More horrible to relate — when lie wai 
cut down, two Orange ruffians seized the end of the rop- 
and dragged the mangled corpse along the ground into tin 
jail yard, exclaiming, “this is the way every dimmed rebel 
deserves to he served.” Mrs. Lomit was lor three months 
prevented from seeing her husband, by the monster, Head 
When she was allowed to enter the dungeon, she saw bin 
with his eyes sunk in their sockets, his face pale, wort 
down to a skeleton, and heavily chained. After the de 
feat at Montgomery’s, he had travelled hundreds of miles 
through forests, rivers, swamps and desolate places, b; 
night and by day; and at last, while attempting to cros 
Lake Erie, and once more tn sight of his native shore, hi 
was driven back upon the Canada coast, surrounded by t 
horde of negroes mid Orange men — carried before the ma 
gist rates on u charge of being a salt smuggler, and wit 
about getting clear, when Sheriff Jarvis came in and re 
cognized him, and ordered his close detention. Mr. Charle 
Durand, then under sentence of death, gives the followin' 
account of these noble martyrs : — “Mathews always bor 
up in spirits well. He was, until death, firm in his ojaiit 
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ion of the justice of the cause he had espoused. He never 
recanted. He was ironed and kept in the darkest cell of 
the prison, like a murderer, lie slept sometimes in blan- 
kets that were wet and frozen. He hud nothing to cheer 
him but the approbation of Ins conscience. Louut was 
ironed, though kept in a better'room. lie was in go d spir- 
its. He used to tell us in writing, tint to be east down, that 
he believed Canada would yet lie tree, that we were con- 
tending in a good cause. He said lie was not sorry for 
what lie had done, atid that lie would do so again; this was 
his mind until death. Lount was a well informed man, a 
social and excellent companion. He sometimes spoke to 
us under the sill of the door, lie did so on the morning 
of his execution ! He bid us “farewell,” and told us that 
he was on his way to another world. He was calm and 
serene. He and Mathews came out to the gallows, which 
was just before our window grates. They ascended the 
platform with unfaltering steps. Lount turned his head 
towards his friends, who were looking through the iron 
girt windows, nodding, as if to say, “farewell !” He and 
Mathews knelt and prayed, and were launched into eterni- 
ty. A thrill of deep horror seized all present, except the 
Orange parly.” Thirty others were under sentence of 
death in the Upper, and about a hundred ill the Lower 
Province. From this period, until 1839, the gallows of 
both Provinces were glutted with the blood of victims. — 
Even the inhuman Sir Geo. Arthur, became so sick at the 
repetition of so much gallows strangling-, that, contrary to 
the earnest and hellish entreaties of the bloody compact, 
he commuted the sentence of many to banishment. So 
outrageous were these cravens, for the blond of the unfor- 
tunate Patriots, that Dalton, the editor of their organ news- 
paper. a demon incarnate, adjured his Excellency not to 
be led away with his finer feeling, by granting the royal 
mercy to any of them; but to order their immediate execu- 
tion — that tiie gallows was hungry and longing for its 
prey, and ought to be satiated to a surfeit. In Kingston 
they gave out the job of strangling, by the dozen, to the 
lowest, bidder. In the Lower Province the blood-thirsty 
military tribunals were consigning them, by scores, to the 
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scaffold. (The Montreal Herald boasted of their new gal- 
lows. which would hang seven at a time, comfortably, and 
ten at a pinch.) The petitions of thousands of the hu- 
mane, the prayers of relatives, the sighs and imploring 
tears of supplicating mothers' and wives, were alike disre- 
garded and treated with contempt. 

On the arrival of Sir George Arthur from Van Diematrs 
Land, as Lieutenant Governor of tile Upper Province, if 
was currently reported, that he had orders Irom the home 
government to proclaim a general amnesty — redress provin- 
cial grievances, as usual, and release all political prisoners.1 
In consequence of this the Patriots ceased from any further 
efforts, and were about peaceably settling themselves, to 
await the event, but instead of an amnesty — redress ol' grie- 
vances, or a release of prisoners, Mathews and Fount, con. 
trary to all expectation, were executed with a barbarity 
which challenges a parallel in the annals of the most lero- 
cious savages, — the country was scoured in every direction 
for suspected persons; and the dungeons daily tenanted 
with fresh victims. The prisoners sentenced to banishment 
were chained, ordered to Quebec, where their heads were 
shaevd, and then sent to Van Diemau’s laud and stamped 
with infamy. 

The following extract from the London Examiner, will 
show the feelings with which the intelligence of the first 
executions was received there. * * * 

“The news from Upper Canada is bad, because bloody, 
We allude to the execution at Toronto of Samuel Lonnt 
and Peter Mathews, convicted of high treason, as bavin- 
been concerned in the iate disturbances. Four other per- 
sersons convicted of the same crime, were to be hanged at 
Toronto, on the 30th of April, arid seven at Hamilton on 
the 24ih. 

“There ! Lord Glenelg ! — such is the first act of the ci-de- 
vant Gaoler — the Col. Arthur of Van Pieman’s Land ; that 
Hell upon earth, whom you have sent to govern a free 
people. His conduct is precisely what might have been 
expected from a person into whose previous proceedings, 
for some excellent reason the Colonial Office would never 
permit a parliamentary enquiry, though they patronised 
and promoted him. 
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*• It certainly was a tacit understanding, that a merciful 
use wits to be made of the victory obtained by the govern- 
ment of Canada — that no bloody revenge would be taken 
after the danger was over. We are much mistaken if that 
government is not sowing the seeds of deep and dire hostil- 
ity to British rule, even in quarters where the disposition is 
towards loyalty. These useless executions are revolting 
to humanity. Such shedding of blood as this, is sowing 
the dragon’s teeth, for which we shall reap a harvest of 
armed men. Even in Portugal, a general amnesty has been 
proclaimed to political offenders; but in Canada, under Brit- 
ish rule, they are treated as felons. 

“We have private intelligence from Montreal, that bears 
evidence of ihe arbitary disposition and fears of the govern- 
ment at present in authority there. On the 11th of April, 
the press and types of the Vindicator, were seized in con- 
sequence of the reprint of our articles on Canada, in the last 
number of the London and Westminster Review, and Mr. 
Larreqtte was in jail on a charge of having directed the 
sale of the article. 

“These proceedings against the press are uniformly the- 
resort of a weak, unpopular, and cowardly government .” 

It was now ascertained, beyond doubt, that the new gov- 
ernor was instructed to carry out the barbarous measures 
of his mad. proscribing predecessor. They saw no hope 
of an amelioration of their distressing condition, — nothing 
but new pretences to further violence and arbitrary rule. — 
They saw their peaceable, unoffending neighbors and rela- 
tions daily imprisoned, through the agency of secret inform- 
ers, Without the shadow of Crime. They were satisfied that 
their lives and liberties were at the disposal of every vil- 
lain wiio chose, from private pique, to give false informa- 
tion. Neighbors, who formerly lived oil the most friendly 
terms, became estranged and dreaded to converse with each 
other. Fearing that their turn for imprisonment might 
come next; hundreds fled to the United States, where in. 
conjunction with former exiles, they entered into plans to 
relieve their suffering countrymen, or die in the attempt. 

For this purpose, they began to concentrate at different 
points on the frontier, where they considered themselves 
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less liable to be suspected by either government. A cor- 
respondence was kept with the friends in Canada, who 
were pressingly urgent in their demands lor arms, that they 
might immediately attempt and occupy certain positions on 
the frontier as places of rendezvous. 

To meet this demand, a party ol 28 men, from the Mid- 
land District, assembled on the 29th of May, on one of the 
thousand islands, to capture some British steamer, to mount 
and man her for facilitating the transportation of men, arms 
and other material, from one part of the lake to the other. 
To carry this object into effect, they disguised themselves* 
in the Indian costume, painted their faces, warrior fashion, 
with black, red and yellow colors. Having thus prepared 
themselves, late in the evening they dropt down the river 
in two long boats; one of sixteen, and the other of twelve 
oars; — cruised about until 11 o’clock, P. M., when the 
ltobert Peel hove in sight, plying lor Wells’ Island, for fuel. 
The Patriots immediately landed about 80 rods above the 
wharf; — secured their boats, and proceeded through a dark 
swamp to attack her on the land side. Of the 28 men, on- 
ly 13 got through in time. The rest through the tarlarian 
darkness of the swamp, got bewildered and lost themselves. 
At first thirteen were considered too few to make so daring 
an attempt ; but their leader remarked thirteen was a lucky 
number, a baker’s dozen, — that the opportunity was good; 
if they lost it, they might not get another — that he was con- 
fident that by boarding her under a desperate pow wow. 
which from the stillness of the night, and their savage ap- 
pearance would strike so sudden a panic in the crew and 
passengers; that the boat would be instantly surrendered.— 
These remarks had the desired effect. The signal to board 
was given — the terrifying pow wow raised — the woods re- 
echoed the howl. The captain and crew were panic 
struck, and filed in every direction. The male passengers. 
52 in number, followed and the boat was taken without re- 
sistance. One of the crew, an Irishman, having recovered 
from his panic, stood at a distance, halloed out, “the devil 
saze the likes o’ ye, for ve’r worse than the Connaught 
rangers, wid ye’er ingin nager faces, — bad luck to yees r 
('Remember the Caroline Pat,” exelaitrjed one of the Patri- 


ots. “Is’t Caroline Mahoney ye mane, ye nager spalpeen 
ye, fait and its nolafter the Jikes o’ ye she’d be looking.” 
“Come aboard pat,” continued the patriot, “and take away 
your duds/’ “Is’t meself ye mane, ye blue thale of a nager’.* 
the divihtrust the like’s o’ ye,— do ye think I’ll go aboard 
and see myself kilt wid such hathuns as ye are.” The pat- 
riot attempted to get up to him,— “Ah bad luck to ye,” said 
Pat ; “ist afther that ye are 7— there’s two can do that mv 
darling;” and off he went. 

The boat being unmoored, dropt down the stream. On 
attempting to work her, they found they had not sufficient 
hands, nor any one that could manage her engines. In 
this unexpected dilemma, they were for some time at a stand 
what to do, and finally, concluded, as day light was fast 
approaching, and no signs of the other patriots coming to 
their assistance, to offer her as a burnt offering to the shades 
of the Caroline, and depart to their rendezvous. - . 

In the latter part of June, at the urgent request of tfie pat- 
riots in the Niagara and Gore Districts, a strong party pre- 
pared to cross from Lewiston, but as usual, the United 
States officers interfered, arrested their leaders, and frus-‘ 
t rated their design. In a short time afterwards, however, 
about thirty resolutes crossed to the Short Hills, determined 
to stand their ground. It was not long before they number- 
ed upwards of seventy men. The Canadian authorities mis- 
trusting that the discontented were mustering in that quar- 
ter, despatched a company of Lancers to reconnoitre. The 
Patriots immediately attacked and made the whole of them 
prisoners. Having no way to secure or maintain them 
they were sworn to secrecy, and not lo bear arms during 
the Patriot war, and dismissed. The alarm was soon spread 

the regulars and black militia were ordered out the 

Patriots were quickly surrounded, and after a show of re- 
sistance, were compelled to surrender to an overwhelming 
force. They were immediately afterwards tried and sen- 
tenced to be hung and quartered. All of them were reprie- 
ved, but sent into banishment, excepting Col. Moreau their 
leader, who was barbarously executed. The sentence pro- 
nounced upon this martyr to Canadian freedom, by Jud<r C 
Jonas Jones, a cruel, vindictive spawn of one Of the Wyo- 
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ming murderers’, was “that you, James Moreau, be taken 
to the' jail from whence you came, and on the 25th day of 
the present month of August, you be drawn on a hurdle tu 
the place of execution, and that you there he Imaged by the 
neck limit dead, dead ; then your body to lie quartered’! ! : 
The .horror which this demoniac sentence inspired was 
the cause of the Sal m a meeting, and the first powerful sti- 
mulus to the Prescott expedition. To drive such a hellish 
power 'off the continent of America appeared to be doin'; 
God service. In the early part of July another, but a Inr 
more formidable party were assembling above Detroit; butj 
the neutral law vigilance of the marshals, Gen. Brady, mid 
his guards they were also dispersed while in the act of pre- 
paring to return to their own country. Nothing further ui 
importance took place during the remaining summer 
months; only that the Patriots were leaving Canada by 
fifties and hundreds to purchase arms and ammunition for 
an active winter’s campaign. On the 16th of September, 
upwards of seventy delegates, representing different sections 

of Upper Canada met in convention at to or 

1 gariisd propose measures ; form plans, and adopt 

a uniform course of proceed tire. Committees were appoint- 
ed at different stations to receive and forward such supplin 
of military -stores, as they might obtain, to such places nr 
would be pointed ont. 

At this time, the state paid priests of the Canadas secret 
ly hired themselves to the government, as spies,’ who sup 
plied them with blank books, to record the names of the 
disaffected part o( their respective congregations, for secret 
references. Sir Geo. Arthur, on examining these bi-act 
lists, became alarmed at the vast catalogue of disaffected 
names, which each of them unfolded— wrote to the secre- 
tary of the Colonies; that there was no use in, any longer 
disguising the truth, that the majority of the people of Up 
per Canada were disaffected. Si x of the Ivy er son Medio 
dist parsons, for the mammon of unrighteousness, Jttdit 
like, deserted the Canada conference, sold their flocks to Ik 
come informers on the people to the government, ana wet 
rewarded for black balling the people, with an ordinatioi 
in the bayonet established church. £10, QUO of the people; 
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motley was squandered on these worthless eaves-d nippers, 
and accounted for to their mock Parliament under the head 
of ‘secret service money.’ This system of espionage was 
carried on to tub alarming extent. Informers were secretly 
posted in every village and hamlet on the borders of the 
United States, taking lists of those citizens who, to them, 
appeared favorable or unfavorable to British interests, and 
giving every other information that the Can-ad tan. or British 
govern me nt requited. 

The hireling priest of Sant Marie, in the Lower Prov- 
ince, sent his black list to Sir John Coiborne, on the 4th 
Sept.lS38 Which represented the whole of his parishioners as 
rebels: requesting him to send troops to reduce them to obe- 
dience. Troops were sent, and mark the horrible result. 
After plundering the inhabitants, the defenceless females 
were compelled to suffer all sorts of indignities. A daugh- 
ter of the late Lewis Rainville was ravished by these in- 
carnates — the house having been pointed out to them by 
Charland, the vicar. The wife of a man named Mala, was 
aloud in her house, when the soldiers entered and commit- 
ted violence on her. Her ill treatment and fright occa- 
sioned her death. Her husband was not allowed to com- 
plain, and the villains are yet unpunished. Priests, offi- 
cers, soldiers and all, were against him. Five soldiers 
i breed into the house of Louis Gingrass, four of them sei- 
zed his wife, and the fifth was in the act of insulting her, 
when Mr. Gingrass seized a bludgeon, and with one well 
directed blow, brought him senseless to the floor; where- 
upon the other four took to their heels and ran away. Ail 
officer and several soldiers returned to take away the woun- 
ded one: the officer reprimanded and threatened Mr. Ging- 
rass; but he answered that he was ready to do the same to 
any man, who dared to insult his wife. The wife. of Ciias. 
Leniay, one of the very individuals who was instrumental 
in getting the troops to St, Marie, was most brutally insul- 
ted by them. The wife of Fanfu Delude was also treated 
in like manner, by five soldiers, soon after her confine- 
ment., She was insulted a second time, but succeeded in 
making her escape. A man named Joseph Bosquet, on his 
way to procure a physician for his wife, who was then in 
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a dangerous and critical situation, was wantonly detained as a 
prisoner by the tioops: meanwhile his wife died in the greatest 
agony. But British atrocities were not confined to St. Marie, 

At Napierville the wife of Mr. , the sister of Benoni Ver- 

don, of St. Edward, who was then one of the state prisoners, 
under sentence of death, was violated, in presence of her child 
seven years old, by seven soldiers. This transaction took 
place hear the priest’s house, while I he priest was most obse- 
quiously bowing and scraping to his Excellency, Sir John, anj 
in forming against his par is honors. Tlfc wife of J. B. Plum- 
ondon, of tiie same place, was.- 1 rented in the same manner.— 
These tilings are almost incredible, and loo dreadful lo spent 
of;bat stid the world could not, condemn ■without a knowledge ol 
them. Weli might the patriotic, though Lory Dean Swift, ex- 
claim, t!iat ; : ‘•the whole tribe of informers, whether priest qt 
layman, are the most accursed, and nrostiluted and abandoned 
race, that Dad ever permitted to plague mankind.” 

The whole fraternity of state paid priests are a blightim: 
curse to any people. The bawd that takes the wages jnj 
prostitution ; the thief who steals your purse; the murtlem 
■who stabs in the dark, ore less injurious to society than tin: 
clerical spy whom it nourishes in its bosoms to sting; it into 
misery and dentil. A foreign power holds possession oi 
Canada, nnd by means of its soldiery, forces the state reli- 
gion on the people whether they will or not. The statt 
paid priesthood are the organised spies of that power.- 
Meekuet% poverty, humility, and benevolence are in then 
months, put avarice, malevolence, and mischief in then 
minds. The people of Canada have struggled to get tret 
from bondage. The state paid clergy betrayed them lib 
Judas. The French Catholic priests of the Montreal Sem- 
inary proffered their ill -gotten gold to the indurate tyrant 
of Lheir country to butcher and hang' the brave assertorsci 
their country’s freedom— while, in Upper Canada, ever; 
state paid priest, Catholic and Protestant, is prowling thru 
the hind, seizing, informing against, and obtaining the at- 
rest of every honest reformer, whose firmness may haw 
male him obnoxious to them. One seventh of all tin 
lauds in Upper Canada, is the bribe held out to these 
pensioned spies, and the people are taxed. to maintain the; 
besides. A government that descends to prostitute the hint 
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lions of its high calling, to the degrading alternative of pro 
longing its universally loathed existence, by a recourse to 
the revolting practice of corrupting the clergy by bribery; 
ought t.o be swept away root and branch with the be- 
som of destruction. Yet such is the government, and such 
the constitution of the hierarchy which the unsuccessful 
Sons of Liberty attempted to extirpate from Canada. 

The Baptists oi the Upper Province, however, have 
done immortal honor to their Christian profession. Silver 
could not tempt, nor gold purchase them. They preferred 
poverty, to gold with pharasaical hypocrisy. They spurned 
it with that holy indignation which become the followers 
of him who said Mv kingdom is not of this world." 

Who was it that in ordered the Lord ol Glory? Search 
your bibles, and you will find it was the state paid clergy. 
Who was it that persecuted the saints with fire and faggot, 
from Constantine’s time to the present? A state paid cler- 
gy. Who instituted the racking inquisition, to torture 
men’s bodies for thinking differently from the priests? A 
state paid clergy. Who persecuted the pious Scotch Pres- 
byterians with fire and sword, burnt their houses, and laid 
waste their fields? An English state paid clergy. Who 
drove the Puritans from England to North-Americu? A 
state paid clergy. Who have no bowels of compassion for 
the poor? You can inquire of Pat McGee who had his 
only pig sold to pay the clergy tythes? Who has done 
the most mischief in Canada? The clergy spies. Who 
robbed and plundered the widow of RathcoVmac, and mur- 
dered her son? The state paid clergy of Ireland. Who 
swore a false path, and informed the Canadian authorities 
that Gen, McLeod had declared he would join Papinean, 
and upset the government which compelled him lo leave 
the Province? fj^Bissel, a reverend state paid spy. who 
ate at his table, and freely partook of the hospitalities of his 
house for years. Who has done the most injury to vital 
religion? A state paid clersy. Who was the first tory, 
and who will be the last? The first tory was Cain, and 
the last will be the last state paid priest. Whence did the 
Orangemen come? From Ireland. What is their creed? 
To support church and state ac the hazard of their lives 
and fortunes, and in Canada to prevent the free exercise oi 
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the elective franchise and destroy the reformers. Who, af- 
ter this, can impugn the cause of the suffering Canadians, 
without insulting the memory of the fathers of the Ameri. 
can revolution of 1776, and the noble spirits whose patriot- 
ism carried it through. There is not one grievance or com- 
plaint enumerated in the Declaration of Independence, 
which the Canadians, at the outbreak, did not suffer — and 
many in a more oppressive form, who dare deny it? Who 
so bold as to controvert it? Let them turn to that instru- 
ment and show, if they can, one allegation of their ancestors 
against the tyranny of Great Britain, that the Canadians 
cannot reiterate. The truth is, that their list of grievances 
long and black as it was, was not a tythe to what the Cana- 
dians endured. If, as Van Buren said, it was disgraceful 
and nefarious to aid them;it was equal ly 4 so to the French for 
assisting the Americans, llad the Americans received th- 
sort of aid from other nations, which their officers, civil and 
military, gave the Canadians, it is likely their nation’s birtt 
would have been followed by its premature funeral. 

Mr. Charles Buffer, Lord Durham’s secretary, asserted 
on board a steamer between Quebec and Montreal, that tht 
Canadians were an injured and sorely oppressed people anc 
that the loyalists, so called, had goaded them on to rebel- 
lion, that they had been treated in such a manner that h- 
was surprised they had not had recourse to desperate meas 
u res much earlier ; and that the first declaration he shouk 
make in his place in the British Parliament, on his returi 
to England, would be to that effect. Lord Durham’s re 
port is a sufficient proof of this. 

'Pile American public, for several years, have had abun 
dant evidence, that a very large majority of the people o 
( ‘anada were delermined to submit to this vassalage no Ions 
cr. They have groaned, struggled, remonstrated, protests 
— ay, like slaves', on their knees — begged — implored am 
importuned, year after year, for redress of their grievance; 
But link has been added to link of the mighty chain of op 
pression : — the iron has been driven deeper and still deepe; 
into their souls, until death became preferable to farther en 
durance. They tried to break the yoke, but failed. Tk 
causes of that failure are well known. They had the me 
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but they lacked competent leaders, arms, munitions;— almost 
every thing to make a revolution successful. The very fact 
that they entered into a contest with such a power, in such a 
condition, shows the desperation to which they were- driven. — 
Though defeated, they will yet rally, better organised — better 
equipped, and more certain of success. 

About the last of October and first of November, the Patri- 
ot leadershaving apprised their friends in the different parishes of 
the Lower Province, assembled at Napierville, to the number 
of GOO. under the command of Dr. Robert Nelson, and were 
actively preparing for a descent upon Montreal, with every 
appearance of success. At this time the British were at a loss 
how to act. They knew the country all round was hostile and 
the people betaking themselves to arms to join Nelson. The 
militia, excepting the tories, refused to turn out. They dare 
not march from Laprarie to St. Johns, to attack Nelson with- 
out a strong co-operating force in his rear. This could not be 
performed, but by water. The Englise had no vessels of their 
own, and without the aid of some American boat, they could 
not accomplish their purpose. But, unfortunately for Cana- 
dian freedom, an American citizen, (if it be not a sin to cal i 
him so,) Capt. Sherman of the Steamboat Burlington, relieved 
their despairing anxiety, proffered his aid, under the protection 
oi tlte American flag, to assist in suppressing the rising spirit 
ol Canadian liberty, by transporting eight hundred regulars, 
with artillery, to attack them in the rear, which was easily ef- 
fected. 1 hus then was one of the most promising of all the 
Canadian efforts for independence, frustrated by a descenders 
(if he is one,) of those illustrious heroes who shed their blood 
in the revolution to Iree their suffering country from British 
oppression. This was not the kind of aid Layfavette gave 
Washington in the dark and dismal days “that tried men’s 
souls/’ However, we are bold to affirm there is not, pehaps, 
another individual in the United States, except those in British 
pay and confidence, who would have aided the cruel oppressor, 
against the oppressed. At the very time this infamous trans- 
action occurred, the inhabitants of the lake of the Two Moun- 
tains, Beauharnois, Belisle, Chambly and many other places 
wore on their march, unarmed as they were, to join Nelson at 
Napierville. In consequence of Sherman’s treacherous con- 
duct, the Patriots were compelled to fall back on Odletown, 
where the British troops, whom he landed in their rear, attack- 
ed them. After maintaining their ground for some time, with. 
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1 ho greatest gallantry, against the superior numbers of their 
boiler disciplined enemy, they were forced, alter sustaining 
considerable loss in killed and wounded# to retreat across the 
lines, Sir John Colborne with a second army advanced and 
took immediate possession of 'Napierville, treated the Patriots 
who fell into his hands with unprecedented cruelty. 700 of 
the unfortunate men# who were on their way from diffent pari< 
lo join their countrymen in arms, were apprehended, chained 
and imprisoned in Montreal dungeons. Colborne proclaimed 
martial law; issued an order to convene a Court of murderers, 
and enjoined its members to give sentence “ace irding to mar. 
Hal law and the rules of military discipline.” Many good 
and true hearted Canadians were sent lo eternity by this cour 
uf scarlet murderers. In the gallant Dr. Cote’s splendid lioust 
in Napiervillo ‘.lie British red coats found the portraits of Wash- 
ington, Jefferson, Joint Adams, Lafayette, A. Hamilton, Gen, 
Jackson, and some other great men of American birth. Sir 
John ordered them to, ho burnt, exclaiming amid the gronrn 
and hisses of the volunteers, “so perish nil traitors.” Such be- 
ing the treatment. the mute rep resen ta lives of the most emi- 
nent and distinguished characters that ever trodc on this fool- 
stool, received from ibe British lories of Canada. Cannot tin 
American citizen read in it, his own and his country’s late 
should the British ever succeed against them by their gold am 
intrigues. 

On tlie 11th of Nov. the whole of the back country above 
Lapraric, according to the Montreal Herald, “presented the 
awful spectacle of one vast sheet of livid flame; not a single 
rebel house has been loft standing.” The Herald further adds- 
-God only knows what is to become of the surviving Canadi- 
ans, tlicir wives and families, during the approaching winter, 
as nothing but starvation from hunger and cold stares them it 
the face. The history of the past proves that nothing bu 
sweeping them from the earth, and laying their habitation 
level will) the dust, will prevent renewed rebellions, south oi 
the St. Lawrence. The Canadians in the rebellious district? 
whose bouses have been given to the flames, and who have e> 
caped the bullet, the bayonet, or the prison, are doomed to per- 
ish in the woods.” Col. Angus McDonell writes to Bishc 
McDonell, from Beauharnois, Nov. 19th:— “We proceed* 
toward Beauharnois by a forced march, burning and Iayin: 
waste the country as we went along; and it was a most distress 
ir.g and heart rending scene, to see this fine settlement so coir. 


pletely destroyed, the houses burned and laid in ashes, and I 
understand the whole country to St. Charles, experienced the 
same fate. The wailing and Inmentation of the women and 
children, on beholding their houses in flames and their proper- 
ty destroyed — their husbands, fathers, sons and relations, drag- 
ged along prisoners — women perishing in the snow, small chil- 
dren frozen stiff by their side, or scattered in black spots on 
the snow — half grown children running frantic in the woods, 
frightened at the sight of friend or foe— and such of the habi- 
tans as did not appear, their houses were consigned to the 
flames, as they were supposed to bo at the rebel camp.” One 
of these ill fated habitans had, the day previous, gone on some 
business to Montreal; on returning homo he found his house 
burnt to ashes, and his wile and child missing. In the frenzy 
of the moment, he ran to an officer exclaiming: — “Ah! you 
burn mv house, kill my wife — rnon chere femme, irron petite 
enfant — me always good subject — no rebel, sacre Anglais — 
damn British — where mtf femme — where non enfant? Oh Jc- 
m Marie;” and dropped senseless, for a few minutes, at the of- 
ficer’s feet — he recovered ravingly distracted. The monster 
ordered him to be tied, and sent a prisoner to Montreal, 
where he kept continually calling on his wife and child to come 
to him. In a few days death put an end to his troubles. He 
died cursing the authors of his misfortunes to the last moment. 
His wife who it appears had gone to a relative’s upon hearing 
that he was sent a prisoner to Montreal, site with her child 
in her arms, proceeded on foot, and arrived at the prison door 
the evening before he died, hut t ho cruel monsters would not 
permit her to see him, until he was no more. The loss of her 
property, the fatigues of the journey, and the death of her hus- 
band were too much — she lingered for a* few days and followed 
him where tyrants cease lo trouble, leaving a male child to 
revenge their deaths. 

The Patriots of the Lower Province having been defeated, 
fire, sword and rapine marked the track of the unsparing con- 
querors. The Canadians attempted to give their country what 
the heroes of 76 gained for theirs — hut some ol the American 
presses maintained that their grievances, were not such as to 
warrant a revolt. Van Buren execrated them, and they were 
hung — hung as rebels and brigands by the same power that 
tried to crush the revolutionary heroes. The sons of liberty 
were shot, like dogs by martial law in the roads or reserved 
for a more cold blooded sacrifice — The troops who were incli- 
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ned to desert, were suffered to commit every excess, to attach 
them to the govern meat Maidens were violated and some |ii 
can be proved) have died of treatment horrible enough to freeze 
the soul. 

The devastated portion of Ihe district of Montreal presented 
a most hideous spectacle, The woods were peopled with 
crowds of human beings* whom hunger and cold were horribly 
destroying. Sir John Colbonie, after burning their houses la 
ashes, se^nt emissaries among them to order them to their homes, 
But where were their, homes? As soon as these wanderers 
perceived a human being they buried 1 he nisei ves in the foresh 
and disappeared under the impression that they bef nged to the 
Volunteers who plundered diem of nil they possessed. All these 
enormities, have generated a spirit of revenge among the Ca- 
nadians which, although at present apparently stilled, will here* 
after manifest i tsn I f i n dreadful retaliation. The time wiiicomt 
when the Canadian lories will, in their tarn, ask mercy of those 
to whom they have shown none. It in coming as sure as there 
h a God in heaven, A house divided against itself can- 
not stand! It is impossible* Will the Canadians ever forget 
their slaughtered brethren* their burnt churches, their deso lu- 
ted towns* deserted farms die.? Never, It is true appearaffi 
cos at present are rather against them. Their conn try is fill- 
ed with aimed men and bristling with bayonets, und what is 
worse, two thirds of the American press backing them up!— 
Notwithstanding, we affirm, that theses are links in the great 
chain of events, which will ultimately hasten on the birth day 
of Canadian independence* 

As not un frequent in such cases, their first efforts for free- 
dom proved disastrous* I low could it be otherwise? Imper- 
fectly organised, imperfectly armed, and cut off from all sue* 
cor; victory to the Patriots w.is nearly impossible. Yet the 
chivalrous band which dared oppose itself to a disciplined army 
of more than three times its numbers* and possessing still great- 
nr advantages in the material of war must command the admi- 
ration due to intrepid valor, if history prove faithful, justice 
will be done by posterity to the memory of those noble assets- 
ors of liberty; the forlorn hope of a forlorn people, resolved la 
be free. An investigation of the prudence or imprudence ti- 
the outbreak in Canada, belongs solely to themselves. The 
consideration whether if successful, it would produce good o f 
evil, is exclusively theirs. There is but one point, in which il 
ean be legitimately viewed by those not immediately involved 
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in the consequences: that is, have the people of Canada a right 
to assume self-government, whenever they deem themselves 
capable to exercise and maintain it. With these calculations 
or miscalculations* others have nothing to do, A denial of this 
principle would be a vital arraignment of the motives of Wash- 
ington, Franklin, Hancock, Jefferson* Lafayette, Montgomery 
Jackson, and other sages, solrtfers and statesmen of the \mer- 
can Revolution, It would bo a bestmwmeivLof the 5 graves of the 
departed great with contumely and reproach; a direction of the 
finger of scorn toward the few survivors of the immortal band 
who yet linger in a land they saved byjtheir firmness and moist 
ened by their blood, 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Attack on Prescott. 

Since the execution of Mathews, Ldunt, Me re an, and the 
wholesale banishment of the unfortunate asserfers of Canadiai 
liberty, the patriots on the confines of- the Upper Proving 
were making every possible exertion to make one more efl’orf 
to free their country from the sway of the rulhless scourge* 
who were consigning their friends and relatives to the scaffold 
The feelings and sympathy pf the American people on the line* 
became, in consequence of these cruelties, deeply enlisted i: 
the patriot cause; and citizens of high standing volunteers 
their services to aid the Canadians. 

At a Convention of exiles, held the 16th of Sept, at 

Gen. L. V. Bierce was unanimously elected Comrrihnderir 
chief of the Patriot army of Upper Canada, and entered imrnetl 
ately on the duties of his office. While engaged in concent^ 
ting his forces, and making other necessary preparation fo 
an active winters campaign, he received a communication fron 
N. Von Shultz, of Ne w-York, tendering his services with it 
company of Polish exiles. This offer was readily accepted 
and an answer returned, with instructions to join the Wester 
Division. On the receipt of this letter the gallant Pole colled 
ed his men, and started with them to join the General. 

At this time, a Mr. Birge, of Cazenovia, without the know 
ledge or approval of Gen. Bierce, raised a party to attacl 
Prescott; announcing himself commander in-chief of the East 
ern division; prevailed upon Von Shultz, Woodruff, and Ab- 
bey to join him, under the pretext that the possession of For* 
Wellington would give them the complete control of Upper, 
Canada. Unfortunately for them and the cause, they consent 
ed; and this, unintentionally on the part of those ill-fated gen 
tlemen, gave a death-blow to the successful execution of Gee 
Bierce’s more matured plans for carrying on the campaign i 
the west. Mad Gen. Birge had the wellare of the patriot cans 
at heart, instead of assuming a separate command, and diver: 
ing Von Shultz and his party from their original destination 
he would have apprised Gen. Bierce, and inquired whethe 


such a demonstration would operate for or against the general 
plan of operations. In lieu thereof, and regardless oUconse- 
querices, he hurried on his brave men, if not to willful, yet as- 
suredly to certain destruction. Me could not have made a 
I. Hiding in a more unfavorable section of the Province. The 
first intimation that Gen. Bierce had of the existence of this- 
contemplated expedition, was iis defeat. 

About the first of November, Gen. Birge and his gallant 
army embarked at Oswego, on board the Cnited States steam 
boat, to put his plan into execution. 

On the passage downwards. Von Shultz proposed in council 
to land the men at once on McPherson’s wharf, at the upper 
etid of Prescott? divide them in throe bodies; the main body to 
be led by himself through the center or the town; the left wing 
by Col. Woodruff round the north side; and Col. Abbey the 
right wing on the south or river side; these divisions ip unite 
between the lort and the town; from thence attack the fort, 
should the lew soldiers in it offer resistance. He further pro- 
posed to station the steam bout and schooners on the river b -- 
Jow the iort, to preserve a communication with Ogdensburgh, 
and bring across provisions, ammunition and volunteers. Thus 
he could have the tort, the town, and the river at hi* -command, 
-plenty of artillery, with what might be found in The fortress. 
L his noole hero felt confident he could keep the British boats 
and troops at bay, until his swelled into an effective r ; \/eH or- 
ganised army, fit lor more extended operations. He further 
auded, as an inducement to the adoption of this plan, that 1m 
was fenrlui if the men were again landed on the United States’ 
shore, m order to get an acquisition to their numbers, those on 
board would leave oogetting a nearer view of Canada. These 
excellent plans were opposed and rejected by Gen. Birge and 
Eustes; they insisted on landing first at Ogdenshurgh,and in- 
creasing their number as much as possible. ‘ The consequence 
of Jnis was as Von Shultz foresaw. Gen. Birge, on landing, 
declared mmseli sick and unable to cross over. The sickness o f 
the leader infected most of his 1 Powers, and instead of cross-* 
mg with one thousand men, as might have been done had Von 
.Shultz 7 ei ! p erm itted to execute iiis own plans, bat one htin- 
<lre<] and eighty landed at ilic Wind .Mill point, and these were 
omoarrassed by one of the schooners running aground, con- 
taining tneir artillery, arms, and ammunition. 

During the whole of Monday, the 12th November, they held 
Smet possession of that part of Upper Canada, and until A 
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oxlock next morning, when the alarm was given, “The red 
coats are coming!” Von Shultz started ahead, and called os 
his men to follow him, which command was cheerfully obevd, 
The British, in the mean time, made a circuitous route th/tf 
the woods, and deployed into line in a plowed field, where they 
made a stand, and commenced firing, which the patriots return- 
ed wiih deadly effect. The English made several attempts si 
their favorite charge, but were as often repulsed. Thfev 
tempted to gain the shelter of the buildings, but were drive? 
from these with great, loss. They now took possession of ; 
barn, but a party of the patriots went up in the very face r 
their fire, burnt the barn, and compelled them to retreat. Afla 
three quarters of an hour hard fighting, the British retreated 
leaving the patriots masters of the field. 

At the commencement of this day's action, the British, hi 
their own official account, were five bund red regulars and ini: 
Hi a. The patriots had barely one hundred and sixty fightim 
men. The British loss this day, as sworn to at the court mm 
ti&l widen tried the prisoners, at Kingston, amounted to on; 
hundred and eighty -two killed, besides the wounded. The pa 
t riots had seven killed, and some wounded. 

They might now have passed over to the American shop 
unmolested,' but they preferred holding out as long as possibly 
to give the Canadians an opportunity to join them, believing,:! 
the American shore was lined with spectators, they would tv 
see them at a loss either for men or ammunition, without inak 
mg some effort ’to relieve them. Hundreds ot their comratte 
and (heir sick (Jenaral, remained at Ogdensburgh, idle spef*' 
tutors of their fate. When Von Shultz reflected that his cor 
man tier in- chief and so many of his sworn companions bn 
abandoned him, and that the Canadians wore unable to jo 
him, and that the Orange militia were their sworn mortal eft 
mies, he felt inclined to give up the contest, could lie hiw, 
done it with honor. But said he, t4 we cannot, while we ar> 

able tn fight, leave the wounded lobe massacred, without Ah 
#■ n ° 

grace. 

At this time the Paul Pry steam boat arrived. Von Sliul: 
ordered the wounded to be embarked immediately; but befr 
(Ins could be accomplished, the British opened a t re mender 
fire; the man were ordered to their posts; the Paul Pry lcU an 
re turned no more. 

Col. Worth, with the U. S, infantry, and the neutral la 1 
marshals, would not permit man or boat to go to their relic 


lie this dag seised their schooners, containing their artillery, 
^uUon, and store.. The h#i sickens while reflecting ^ 
this nave bond of patriots, cut off from ail human aid. 6 

7\, Jfl iUuU "° tllRlt1Ht,ve3 so mugiilv handled, on 

, W- ;ini see ‘* n S #y «»old make no impression on the 
puhioi Inies, sent to Kington for help. 

On Wednesday, there was byl liule firing. On Thursday 
there. wa* some s h a r j> s % i rm is h i n g: At 10 o’cggck. F rid iy 
morning, I lx? British mustered five thousand regulars and mllj. 
liamen; fwa large gun boat*; seven steam boats, each of them 
armed mth heavy cannon, mortars, rockets, carcasses, and ev- 
ciy kind oj warlike projemiles. To oppose this might v host 
the lion hearted patriots had only one' hundred and fiL- w’ 
men able to hear arms, they had some artillery, hut no nL 7- 

i,'! ? A™* took it front them h v vi, me 

) se n^a iul Uws, on the riiprsday previous At iToVIock 

S urr n i.rV *» 1 "T “■ >« fcl». n»|"°“ I i n 

i ' r ' ~ 1 d .' !ng with 0:;;- arms in nor hdnfls' ,J I* 

th ' lt tbB i Vivlr ^ ‘V -skooli be rl 

f ,. » r , ecomnieneammit df hostilities. 

-■ 1-. o clock, f . M, signals were ma le to the British -iron, 

f a on the river to approach within ri age of the wind mill — " 
inese W„h th* five thousand troops on Imj, JiSSnSiv 
r>o.ned a tie ‘tun doits fire on the devoted Tli i!> i» hm I r . i 
riots, m-ikmg a terrible din, but little execution.’ Von 'TiT? 
had no! lung to depend upon but his small arms the anilleA 

a dl f f° a ““““h .« 

i* m «r * i.rA« 

thought it was i lVni , ,t e "1 ** the ertemv 

he jumped in 4ir mil Ti in . ««4 

like a pack rS | nJ h ? msiamly pounced upon him, 

-hhed 1 him «r®a ( m|3: b r, ki 

most t^imnnlin-iry engagement that 1 /'«=; ter.nsn.ued the- 

comiuent of N .rth'- America " " 10 jk 011 the 
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The British engaged, including those in the gun boots * an, 
steam boats were forty to one patriot In this memorable ae 
ijon the British lost 26B hilled, as sworn to, as above states, 
besides the wounded. The patriots lmd eight killed and a fiw 
wounded. British total killed from l uesday morning uM 
Friday night, four hundred and fifty, besides the woundca 
Patriot loss, during the same time, fifteen killed, besides tin 

wounded. mud, of their superior skill in tho arto 

If the patriots, at the Wind Mill, have not taugn 
hem a lesson of vnokee sharp shooting, they may rest assured 
n the event of a ‘war with the United Stales, of experienc,,, 
Zch genui.,, T*.. of republic 

t Gen. Rial’s exclamation et the ^ ^hippe 

Hll ;.|)_ N them. HOW deliberately thev MI is- J 
to -heir vaunted prowess on the charge, n is all a nice . Mfi 
\vtll bare subjoin the renowned Orange Colonel, 
port of l ho battle of Tnosilnv, a, a superb sramploo. tl.o.. man 

Cibllilv on.be charge. These are > ■ f»* l«*< * 

newspaper, Hi. Statm»ian: -As the HI, » tug oti*ancetl, e 

many ot out g ruffians were so securol 

e br’iU rl in the left hip. al the moment they 
ineurigui. What think YOU now ot the hritii 

Snly consider on^unired and sixty unfciplh, 
patriots repulsing lire ^exnggonitt* to the intelliga 
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cr undercover in the woods, or in the open field, as Chippewa 
and Lundy’s Lane can testify. 

The patriots, having expended theirp last" shot, surrendered 
'at midnight. The Canadian Orange militia behaved with the 
.same brutal malignity which has always characterised them, 
when a prisoner has been in their power. They are composed 
almost altogether of the lowest dregs of Irish Orangemen. 
The brave patriots, after surrendering, were stripped by these 
cowardly wretches, and otherwise basely insulted. Immedi- 
ately after surrendering, ihe British burnt four dwelling houses 
and two barns, in the vicinity of the Wind Al ill, having previ- 
ously plundered them of their contents, bee arise they supposed 
the people friendly to the patriots. They shot a woman dead, 
who kept a grocery near the mill, because she furnished them 
with cider; at the same time shooting at another female, the 
ball passing through her under jaw. One of the few who 
escaped, declared that had it not been for the determined inter- 
ference of the brave 82d regiment, Gowan’s Orangemen would 
have massacred Ihe whole of them. One of the officers of this 
gallant regiment, on witnessing the cruel conduct of*these 
wretches towards the helpless prisoners, ordered tho regulars 
to “fix bayonets,” and in case those blood- hounds did not de- 
sist, to “run them through.” About 1 o’clock, A. M. they 
were marched to Prescott, lashed together two and two, and 
embarked on board the steam boat Broekville. On Saturday 
night they were marched into Fort Henry at Kingston, with a 
long rope running between them; the gallant and immortal Von 
Shultz uncovered, at their head, with only his shirt, bools and 
pantaloons on. 

“A young Scotchman, named Alexander Wright, whose 
mother, a widow, lives in Glengarry, was engaged in the patri- 
ot service. He was wounded in the arm and disabled; after 
which he attempted to leave the Wind Mill and seek a place of 
safety, where his wounds might be dressed. He jumped out 
of the W in d Mill window, near iho spot where an Orangeman 
was loading his gun. Lie had just rammed down his cartridge, 
and without returning the ramrod, fired at Wright. The ram- 
rod passed into the poor fellow’s body, but not through it. He 
fell; and the Orange volunteers instantly stripped him, regard- 
less of his entreaties, after which they tumbled him into a cart, 
sent him to Prescott, and put him on board a steam boat with 
the ramrod slicking in his body. His cries were piercing. In 
a lew hours he died, and there was an end of his agony — - 
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hut not to their brutality. They lied round-shot to his legt 
and threw him into die St. Lawrence, with curses arid 
imprecations. Mr. Wright was a most respectable and ve 
rv handsome young man. His death and usage excite, 
ieelings of deep and lasting regret. 

Wlvo can read of the courage and gallantry of these vo 
ta lies of liberty; their barbarous treatment, cruel and un 
merited fate, without dropping a sympathising tear at th 
untimely death of Ton Shultz, Abbey, Woodruff, and Budl 
ley, and the torturing punishment daily inflicted on thei 
less fortunate compatriots, in Van Diemnn’s Land. If ther 
are. in this nether world, any except the indurate Orange 
men and conscience-seared tones (hat can do so we eny 
them not their ieelings. 

The brave are always humane. Immediately after th 
action of Tuesday, Von Shultz wrote the following lette 
to Col. Young, the commander of the Biitish forces t 
Prescott : 

a i send you two of your wounded, because I cannot ai 
tend to them, and give them the care they require. In rt 
quital. I beg you to treat my wounded with kindness. ] 
on your honor you assure me (hat we are not received b 
the people here as liberators, it depends on you to put aster 
to further blood-shed.” 

Col. Young declined returning an answer, for the follow 
i n o- reasons, viz: When the call to arms took place at Pvci 
colt, many refused to turn out — who were instantly marcli 
ed into Fort Wellington, and there closely con lined an 
cruelly treated, until some weeks slier the patriots surra 
dered." He also knew that if the patriots could penetral 
into the interior, the people would join them as the 1 i ben 
tors of their country. He knew the majority were disaffect# 
to the core. 

This badly advised and unfortunately terminated exp 
ditioti completely frustrated the execution of Gen. Bierce' 
better matured plans for securing the Western and Londc: 
Districts. 

Had Gen. Birge permitted Von Shultz, Abbey and Wort 
ruff, with their six hundred men to join the north-wester, 
division, the campaign of 1838 would not have terminate 


so disastrously. Gen. Bierce had been for weeks waiting 
the arrival of Von Shultz ; but hearing nothing of him, and 
fearing some accident might have happened, he hurried to 
Buffalo, to ascertain the cause of the delay. On arriving 
linin', nothing could be heard of him, and he returned great- 
ly disappointed. Still ignorant of {Urge’s expedition, he 
knew nothing of it until he received the news of its unfor- 
tunate termination, which arrived at the veiv moment Ik? 
was preparing to unfurl the standard ol liberty in the Wes- 
tern District. At ibis time, he had about six hundred able 
bodied men, and numbers were daily flocking to his stand- 
ard. Appearances, so inr, were quite favorable — but one 
misfortune generally loads to another. 

Gen. Brady, the Patriots greatest enemy, was enforcing 
the neutral laws more rigidly than ever. The British au- 
thorities informed him that a large body of Patriots was 
concentrating at Put-in-Bny ; when, obedient to the British 
call, he embarked instantly for Malden, chartered the boat 
Lady, and with her seized die Patriot schooner Victoria, 
loaded with arms, ammunition and provisions. This, with 
die disheartening news of Von Shultz’s fate, so discouraged 
the men that about two-thirds of them returned to tlieir 
homes. Gen. Bierce, however, proceeded immediately to 
Detroit, to hire boats, as the remaining pa it were determin- 
ed to raise the standard of liberty in Canada, at all hazards. 
Shortly afterwards they removed and pitched their camp 
about three miles beyond Detroit. Bierce made every ex- 
ertion to charter boats, but to no efFect. The men became 
clamorous against him, for his want of spirit and zeal to 
carry out the object of their expedition. On the evening 
of the 3d December he appeared at the camp to explain to 
them that it was not owing to the want of either spirit or 
zeal in him, that they were not then in Canada ; hut to the 
difficulty in the way of obtaining water craft. They insis- 
ted on crossing that night, or they would disperse. He 
reasoned with them, and remonstrated against so desperate 
an attempt in tlieir then weak and unprepared state — desti- 
tute of ai ! iii. rv, munitions of war, and every other article 
necessary to carry on a successful campaign — that the Bri- 
tish at \\ mils. r Sandwich and Malden, were well provid- 
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cd and prepared to resist ; that another failure would ruin 
the cause ; that in a few days the ice would be strong e- 
nough to bear them, and by that time they would be fully 
prepared to cross, and take up a position wheiever they 
pleased; maintain their ground, and give confidence to 
their friends. But the men had lost nil patience, and be- 
lieved the General had no intention of crossing at all. They 
branded him as a coward and traitor, and insisted on cioss- 
i nff that night. He replied, very coolly, that he was neith- 
er^ coward, nor a traitor ; but if they were determined to 
sacrifice themselves, he would go and convince them that 
he was neither the one nor the other ; but the consequence 
of their temerity would rest with themselves. Gen. Put- 
nam, Cols. Ha r veil and Scott coincided with the General. 
But 'the men were deaf to all remonst radices, and stigma- 
tised every one who differed iroin them as tiaitois. Go 
they must, and go they did. 

Early on the morning of the 4th December, these reso- 
lute men, 164 in number, including their officers, crossed a 
little before day light to Windsor, in a steam-boat obtained 
tlie previous evening. The barracks were immediately at- 
tacked and after a few minutes obstinate resistance, they 
nero carried and burnt. The result of this victory was 
forty prisoners and seventy-five stands of arms. 

Elated with the success of their first rencontre, they 
marched for Sandwich. On arriving at an orchard, 
they were attacked by a strong party of regulars and militia 
volunteers, who were securely posted behind a board lence. 
The patriots rushed, pell-mell, into the orchard, where they 
were more exposed to the fire of their covered enemy than 
in their former position. Notwithstanding, they fought so 
resolutely and determinedly that the British were actually 
crivincr ground, when Col. Prince, with a reinforcement, 
came" to their assistance. The patriots, having neglected 
to secure either flank, were soon thrown into disorder, and 
fled in every direction. Gen. Putnam and Col. ILuvell 
were killed while attempting to rally the men on the retreat. 
Vpi,.. former fell with the Patriot colors wrapped round his 
body. Marvell was literally riddled with balls. When the 
savage volunteers called upon him to surrender, he declar- 
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cd that there was no such word in the patriot service, and 
defended himself with a large bowie knife to the very last. 

In this action the patriots lost nine killed and four 
wounded, besides fifty-one taken prisoners. The enemy 
lost seventeen killed; twenty-six wounded; their large 
barracks and a steam-boat were burnt. 

The British regulars who were engaged, declared that 
the patriots fought with a bravery and gallantry that would 
have done credit to the best disciplined troops ; that their 
humane treatment of the prisoners who fell into their 
hands, and the great respect they paid to private property, 
while Windsor "was in their possession, merited for the pri- 
soners who fell into Col. Prince’s hand a better fate than 
he doomed them to. This Prince of monsters, four hours af- 
ter the engagement, shot in cold blood, four of the unfor- 
tunate prisoners who fell into his hands. Adj’t Cheesman 
of the 2d Essex militia brought up a prisoner and surren- 
dered him to Col. Prince, who ordered him to be shot on 
the spot. The man was first shot in the shoulder, and se- 
verely, though not mortally wounded — a second shot car- 
ried away part of h is cheek — a third wouuded him in the 
neck — after which lie was bayoneted to death. The sec- 
ond prisoner, (who was wounded,) was brought into the 
town of Sandwich nt least two hours after the engagement, 
and ordered to he shot on the spot. It was proposed to give 
him “a run for his life.” This barbarous proposition was 
acceded to, and in nn instant a dozen muskets were level- 
ed for his execution. At this moment, Col. Wm. Elliot 
exclaimed, l D — n you, yon. cowardly rascals, are you go- 
ing to murder your prisoner /” This exclamation, for 
one instant retarded the fire of the party, but in the next 
the prisoner was brought to the ground, lie sprang again 
to his feet and ran round the corner of the fence, where he 
was met and shot through the head. His name was Ben- 
nett, an Englishman, late a resident in the London District. 
Ilis death took place in the public street, and in the pre- 
sence of several ladies and children. Another prisoner, 
named Dennison, also wounded and unarmed, taken after 
the action, was brought in during the morning. Charles 
Elliott, Esq., who was present when Col. Prince ordered 
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this man to lie shot, entreated that he might be reserved to 
be dealt with according to live laws of the country; blit 
Col. Prince’s reply was, “ D— n the rascal! shoot him!’ 
and it was done. W hen Col. Prince reached Windsor he 
was informed that Stephen jSl il ler, one of the patriots was 
lying wounded at the house of the Rev. W. Johnson. This 
limn, whose leg had boon shattered by n musket ball had 
been found by Francis Baby. Esq. Col. Prince gave the 
the order lor his execution. The wounded man said he 
was thirty-five years old, owned a farm in the town of Flo* 
rence, Huron ('entity, State of Ohio, and had a wite and a 
boy ; lie talked abou t his wife and son, and wished that his 
wife might be written to. Soon after this a party ol militia- 
men dragged him out of the house and shot him. Miller 
was wounded between seven and eight in the morning, and 
was shot at noon. He lay uuburied all night in the street, 
and was completely disembowelled, and other parts of him 
eaten by the hogs ! 

Capt. Brodrick o ( the regulars left a prisoner in charge 
of a dragoon. Prince fell in with this prisoner; ordered 
him to bo taken from his guard and shot, which was done! 

A party of Indians who were sent into the woods took 
seven prisoners. When they brought them out a cry was 
raised, “ bayonet them?' But Martin, one of the Indian 
braves, replied, “ iNq, we are Christians ! we will not mur- 
der defenceless prisoners 1” But when these men were de- 
livered to Col. Prince, he had them placed in a wagon, and 
when it reached an open spot opposite the barracks, he 
commanded them to he taken out and shot. On this Mr. 
James cried, « For God’s sake do not let a white man mur 
der those whom an Indian spared!” 

Mr. Burnett, another Fnglislnnnn, from London was 
crippled and lamed from a wound received in the battle by 
the bayonets of the torv blood-hounds of Sandwich, where 
the more than savage Prince ordered his serfs to shoot him 
down in cold blood! One ol the dastardly wretches fired 
and destroyed the side of his face ; breaking the under-jaw, 
and mutilating him in a shocking manner. 'I he poor, 
wounded and bleeding creature was forced on again, and 
shot in the shoulder; another shot was fired, when the 
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Blood and brains of the unfortunate man were dashed a- 
gainst the door of the house ofMr. Cowing. 

? They left the bodies of those men, together with those 
killed in battle, on the street, until the hogs commenced 
eating them. They refused to allow the body of the brave 
but unfortunate Putnam to be removed to Detroit, llis 
daughter, in company with a humane and respectable citi- 
zen, applied to a magistrate at Windsor, when this base 
and bloody Prince told the young lady, “ If 1 had the 
power, (sfiil.1 he,) I would have hung your father between 
two trees— quartered h is body , and thrown it to the hogs!" 
Horrible! ! Contrast the conduct of the brave but unfor- 
tunate patriots, with those heartless wretches, and see the 
difference. The patriots made forty or fifty prisoners — 
among whom were Messrs. Baby and Mercer. Is there 
one man among them will say they were insulted or abus- 
ed? Did they not respect private property? Did they 
abuse any of the inhabitants? Were they not in possession 
of Windsor long enough to have laid it in ashes, had they 
been disposed? ’ Did they not save the children and furni- 
ture which were in the house adjoining the barracks which 
were burnt? Did they abuse women, or even molest a child? 

After the battle a number of the wounded, and other pa- 
triots, sought refuge among the Irish and French part of 
the population. One of the "officers, Mr. R. an Englishmen, 
threw himself upon the protection of a whole-souled Irish- 
woman. in the absence of her husband. Are you a “ patri- 
arch? said she. “I am a patriot,” he answered. “Then, (said 
she,) its yourself that’s safe enough— jisl go inlo the cellar, 
and keep aisy.’’ When her husband arrived, she informed 
him what she had done ; he approved her conduct; visited 
the officer, and dressed his wounds ; informed Mr. R. that 
he had a few minutes before secreted four others in differ- 
ent Irish Catholic houses, and that he was one of the mili- 
tia appointed by Prince to search for the fugitive patriots, 
and bring them prisoners to him ; but, said he, “bad luck 
to me, and the likes o’ me, if ever Prince or the likes o’ 

him, shall ever see one on whom Ned gets his eye 

upon. Now, (continued this noble of nature’s creation,) I 
must go and find more o’ the boys, for they will be afther 
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being cold and hungry) and may ho I can save them. 
Oil lie went; and suie enough, returned with three more, 
a little alter sunset. Here he kept and fed them on the 
best, his house could afford, lor six wet ks. "Y\ hen they ar- 
rived at Detroit they were hale, fat, and hearty as porkers. 

On one of his daily visits, be remarked to the hoys, 
l< now my lads, you have just a taste ol how tne Eng- 
lish use the poor Irish.” Hack luck to them, said his 
wife, “ my own dear fader was twelve years hid in a rock, 
lor the fear ov them, after the battle of Tinegnr Hill, and 
its myselfthat carried his vitals till lie died. ' 

Another instance of nature’s noble creation. One of (be 
patriots. Icing hotly pursued by the British troops, took re- 
fuge in the humble dwelling of a Frenchman, which hap- 
pened to he at blind. It was early in the morning ; the 
Frenchman had risen, but his wife had not. The soldier 
hastily asked. “Are you a patriot. 5 ’ “Oui Monsieur,” said 
the Frenchman. “You patriot too?” “Yes.” The noble 
hearted Frenchman, in a twinkling, clapped a woman’s 
night-cap on the soldier’s head, and hurried him into bed 
with his wife , who was in the same room. The clothes 
were scarcely adjusted, ere the British entered in pursuit ; 
hut seeing only two women in bed, and the Frenchman up, 
they asked for' the rebel they had seen enter before. The 
Frenchman pointed to the bush, through the backdoor, 
and away they went, “pell-mell, in chase after the rebel, 
who by the aid of his noble host and a canoe, was soon in 
safety on the American soil. 

The battle of Windsor terminated as Gen. Bierce predic- 
ted, and with it all further efforts on the frontier; owing 
entirely to the ungovernable rashness of head-strong and 
inexperienced but brave men. They fought gallantly and 
behaved nobly, throughout the whole affair, it is confessed, 
yet the effort was a most daring one, and the event proved, 
as Gen. Bierce foretold, a wanton waste of human lives, 
without a single corresponding benefit. In every instance 
the Patriots were undisciplined and lacking in arms, and 
however willing they were to be placed under the rigor of , 
military discipline, yet it was impossible to do soon either 
side of the line. Were they not men possessed of the most 


sterling courage and confidence in themselves, they would 
never have attempted to face art enemy who had, at one 
time, numbered forty to one, and at no time less than six 

to one. . 

Since they failed, they have ueeu most ungenerously ac- 
cused. and unjustly regarded as a parcel of brigands, whose 
only object was plunder and rapine. Had they succeeded 
in achieving their independence, the manly conduct and 
sterling bravery displayed by them at the \Vind Mill point, 
Windsor, Fighting Island, Point an Pelee, Navy island, 
Short Hills and Toronto, they would be as much the eu- 
logising theme of their opponents, as they tire now the butt 
oftheu ridicule. But as they were not able to war, suc- 
cessfully. against Great Britain and the neutral laws of the 
United States, without regard to the intolerable oppression 
which forced them to amis, or the noble object they had in 
view in releasing their country from the worst kind of 
monarchiat tyranny, and the extreme scantiness ol the 
means they had to accomplish their object, they are de- 
nounced as pirates, and heralded by a republican proclama- 
tion, as nefarious out-laws, unworthy of sympathy or pro- 
tection. Yon Shultz. Cols. Abbey and Woodruff felt the 
dreadful effect of this uncalled for proclamation on a Brit- 
ish scaffold, and the banished in Van Dieman’s Land feel 
it every day. 

What rendered it the more annoying to the chivalrous 
Patriots, was to be so branded by the descendants of some 
of those. 1 noble souls who, in other days, shed their blood 
in the same cause, for the same glorious prize; tot getting 
that they were also stigmatised with the same opprobrious 
and infamous tory epithets; but by a little timely f rench 
aid they ultimately proved successful, consequently all 
the world joined in admiring their bravery, and converted 
the opprobrious epithets of pirate and brigand into that ol 
patriot and hero. Had the Patriots received a similar time- 
ly aid, who could say that the twin star, striped banner of 
Canadian independence, would not, at this day, he P 10n W 
floating in the breeze on the battlements of Quebec. It is 
not, therefore, the cause, whether it be good or bad, nor the 
object in view; nor the oppression which drove the people 
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to arms; nor the heroic gallantry displayed in attaining the 
object, that mankind, generally, either’ approves or con- I 
demits; but the success which crowns the end. The Tex- 
ian concern is a lair specimen of this. They had no real 
grievances to plead, nor any to warrant a resort to arms.— 1 
The Canadians had, and that of the most oppressive kind. 
Nevertheless the former, by a little assistance from the 
citizens of the United States, proved successful— their con- 
duct was approved, and their independence recognised, 
even by Queen Victoria. The latter, although they were 
forced to arms, in defence of their constitutional rights, 
were debarred of every succor, pronounced neCarious°out- 
hnvs, hunted, imprisoned and punished by the United 
States’ government. They failed,— How could it be oth- 
erwise?— but not iugloriously. It was their misfortune— 
not their fault. 

After a mock trial, to appease the raging thirst of the to- 
nes for Patriot blood, the lamented Von Shultz was huny 
on a gibbet, at Fort Henry, Kingston, Dec. 1833, in bis 
thiitv hist year, lie met his fate with the manly firmness 
of a Polish Patriot; breathing forgiveness to his’ assassins. 
In 1830 lie pre-eminently distinguished himself in the lib- 
erating army of 1 1 is own unfortunate country, under Gen. 
Uminiske, particularly at the battle of Jnbioima and at 
\\ arwar, under Gen. Skrzynecki, who conferred upon him 
the Colonelcy and command of a regiment, for liis intre- 
pidity in charging a regiment of Russians, and compelling 
them to lay down their arms. He was about to be marri- 
ed to a lovely young American lady at Salinn, N. Y— was 
in good circumstances— had a superior military education 
— of very engaging manners, and highly esteemed by every 
person who knew him. 

On the I2th Dec. Col. Dorephus Abbey suffered as an- 
other martyr to Canadian liberty, fie was executed at 
Kingston — was a native of Connecticut — by profession n 
printer. Mr. South wick said, “he was an excellent work- 
man; became an eminent journalist in the State of New 
York; was frugal and industrious, brave, sincere, and en- 
joying the good opinion and respect of society.” He was 
in good circumstances, and entered the Patriot service 
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without any other object than that of giving liberty to an 
oppressed people. Yet he, Woodruff and Von Shultz, 
were denounced by Mr. Van Burcn as “nefarious out-laws, 
unworthy the sympathy or protection of their country.” 

Col. Marlin Woodruff', deputy Sheriff of' Satina, Onou- 
dago Comity, N. Y. was also executed at Kingston, Dec. 
19th. His enthusiasm in favor of Canadian liberty was 
boundless. He went to Navy Island with aid to the Pat- 
riots; was ready to serve at French Creek, and exhibited 
great coolness and courage at the Wind Mill. The Kings- 
ton Spectator says : “He and Abbey met their end like true 
American Patriots, firm, cool and collected.” The scene 
of his murder is thus described by the same editor: “This 
gallant soldier was brought from Fort Henry upon a car- 
ter’s rough train, attended by two priests, escorted by a par- 
ty ol volunteer cavalry to the jail, and soon after to the 
door leading to the scaffold, when the Sheriff read Arthur’s 
warrant to execute him. lie was then placed on the plat- 
form, the cap pulled over liis face and the hang-man placed 
the rope to a Ijook in the beam over his head. The plat- 
form fell, and presented a revolting, disgusting and dis- 
graceful scene. The knot, instead of drawing tight under 
his ear, was brought to the chin; it did not slip, but left 
space enough to put a hand within; the chief weight of the 
body bearing upon tbe rope at the back of the neck. The 
body was in great agitation, and seemed to stiller greatly. 
The spectators said it was shameful management j when 
two hang-men came out, endeavored to strangle the suffer- 
er and not having succeeded, they returned again to their 
disgusting work.” Fie further adds : “his neck was not 
broken till the hangman on the cross-tree, had pulled him 
up by the collar arid let him fall four times in succession.’’ 
After this, the jrihu nan brute struck his heels several times 
into the breast of the dying man ! 

The following “proposal” was issued a few days previ- 
ous to these executions : 

Office of the Provost Marshal, ) 
Kingston, U. C. Nov. 2 4th. 183S. \ 

Sealed tenders will’ be received at this oflicc, until 12 
o’clock, noon, Dec. 6th, 1833, from persons who raay be 
23 
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willing to contract for the hanging of such sympathisers, 
patriots, rebels, Yankees, and other vagabonds, as have 
been, or may be taken in arms, during the present distur- 
bances, the tenders to express the rale per dozen, York 
currency , at which due execution of the law will be per- 
formed. Tire contractor to be entitled to charge for all 
odd numbers of malefactors, under a dozen, as if the dozen 
had been fully completed. A gallows to accommodate the 
individuals, will be furnished by the Provost Marshal; but 
carts, ropes, ladders, &c., to be found by the contractor ! ! ! 

Vivat Regina.” 

A government that could so unfeelingly trifle with the 
lives of its citizens, for asserting their natural rights, ought 
to be swept from the face of the earth. The peace of the 
United States — the well lure of Canada, demand that Brit- 
ish control should be driven from North America. 

The following is an extract from the Hon. Caleb Cush- 
ing’s oration, delivered at Springfield, Mass, the 4th July, 
1839, in which this point is thus enforced : 

“Baton the Northern and eastern frontiers of the United 
States, overhanging us from sea to sea like a lowering storm 
cloud, are the British Provinces, still dependent on Europe. 
That is the point of peril. There is monarchy in its worst 
form, that of forcible occcu potion, by a foreign prince, of a 
country whose natural position, and social constitution, and 
contiguity to us, impel it towards independence and free- 
dom and self-government. There is the perpetual source 
of border difficulties ; for that long inland frontier of river, 
and plain, and lake, is utterly incapable of being guarded 
by fortifications or armies against the hazards of wars, or 
withheld from illicit commercial intercourse either in peace 
or war. Suppose New England and New York, to be 
separate nations, could any conceivable number of garris- 
ons or custom houses build up ail impassable barrier be- 
tween them? Impossible. And yet such is the relative 
situation of the United States and the British provinces. — 
And there is the pernicious fact, which forces us into the 
field of European politics, and gives to a European power 
Gontrol over us. 4' he French wars were waged from Ca- 
nada — the war of 1776 was urged from thence. The north 
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westejn Indian wars were waged from it. The war of 
1612 — the next, and the next, and the only foreign wars 
which we have cause to dread, will, if the present shite of 
things lasts, be waged from Canada. For while the rest of 
Europe, if it would assail us at all, must assail us by sea, 
and can only strike at our ocean frontier, and will be’unpo- 
teiit against us there by reason of the extent of our coasts 
which excludes the idea of blockade, and the difficulty of 
transporting great armies over sea, and the impossibility of 
sustaining them without a fixed and sure foothold on shore 
— while such is our relation to the rest of Europe, England 
on the contrary, has her great naval depots and military 
arsenals on out eastern and northern frontiers; and by the 
St. Lawrence and the lakes has an open avenue within the 
heart of the United States. Hence when we have been at 
war with her, the conflict has raged, not on the sett coast 
merely, but on the interior soil of New York, Ohio and 
Michigan, a region which ought to be as inaccessible to Eu- 
ropean armies, as if a wall of adamant was around it on all 
sides. 

“But this unnatural condition of things cannot, will not 
last. The British Colonies are approaching to that maturi- 
ty of separate strength which brings with it Independence. 
When they have reached that maturity, they will as surely 
sunder from the mother country, as the ripe fruit drops 
from the tree. Why should they cross the Atlantic for men 
to govern them? Why not govern themselves? Why 
should the flowers of their prosperity serve only to give 
honey for foreign drones to live on ? Why should not the 
natural resources of their country be developed for the ben- 
efit of its own people? They must and they will he. There 
is no dominant and all pervading aristocracy in those prov- 
inces, to asst mu I ate their condition to that of Britain. The 
natural tendency of their social condition is towards demo- 
cracy, and assimnlation with us, and that tendency is enfor- 
ced and forwarded by the inevitable influence of our prox- 
imity to them. They have been misgoverned, grossly, 
wiekedly misgoverned. There is no doubt of it. It is pro- 
claimed by themselves; it is declared in the British Parlia- 
ment; it is admitted by each successive Colonial Secretary : 


272 


SPEECH or CALEB CUSHING. 


it is spoken out in langvui&rc that cannot bo mistaken, the! 
lauguage of insurrection and civil war. It is monstrous 
for Americans to deny that the Canadas have been misgov- 
erned. It is idle, nay, it is perfidiously wicked for any body 
to deny it. I engage to exhibit a parallel ol every one oi 
the specifications of tyranny set forth in our declaration of 
independence, by the same or greater nets ol tyranny per- 
petrated by Gioat Britain in the Canadas. iNot that l ing- 
land is a worse mistress to them than any other foreign 
power would be. 

« But colony and liberty are incompatible. They 

cati no more exist together than fire and water. The Cana- 
das have greater, far greater causes of complaint, than we 
had, when we belonged to Great Britain. Our colonial 
councils were elective, theirs are appointed by the crown; 
and that is one of the points at issue in their present troubles.' 

had town governments; they are forbidden to have 
them, because England considers, and justly, that town 
governments are so many nurseries of Freedom. We had 
roads, they have next to none; we had public schools, they 
have absolutely none: we had but a few foreign troops quar- 
tered upon us, they have great armies; we were permitted 
to bear arms, they are not; we elected our civil and militia 
officers, they do not; we had the collection and distribution 
of monies, they have not; we had a fair and impartial pan- 
nel of jury, they have not; we, in short, possessed all the 
means and instruments which are withheld from them, 
through fear that if they possessed these means and instru- 
ments they, also, after our example, would instantly aspire 
to independence. At the present time, they are consigned 
to the tender mercies of military despotism, martial law, 
and occupation of the country by armed hosts of imported 
mercenaries. Their trustworthy public men cut off by the 
judicial murder of comts martial, banished or driven into 
exile. Their villages given up to sack and conflagration; 
their young men, some sabred in the field without quarter, 
otherwise murdered in cold blood, and without trial, after 
battle is over; their women violated; the bodies of their slain 
patriots left to rot on ihe ground uuburied, or turned over to 
beasts to devour ! God of justice where sleeps thy thun- 
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der 7 Is there no vengeance? Is there no vials of wrath 
to be poured on those incarnate demons, who do those 
deeds ol ignominy and horror? Is it to be endured, does it 
not make the blood boil? does it not torture the feelings 
with racking pain that Buiopenns, — hireling soldiers 
of fortune, aliens' to the laud and its people, the base and 
sordid tools of transatlantic lust of power, should pol- 
lute the rich soil of America with such enormities? We 
shudder at the le-cital of these very acts of horror, when per- 
petrated by Turks in Greece, or by Russians in Poland.— 
Shall tiiey happen at our door stone, and awaken no con- 
demnation? They shall not, they will not. until the dec- 
laration of independence be expanded front our memories, 
and every sentiment of patriotism and freedom which hal- 
lowed the Revolution he extinguished in. our hearts. 

“When the time comes, as conic it will, lor those provin- 
ces to be independent, then will there bo more complete 
unity of political principle on this continent. It will come 
ore long; for not England herself, or if England, not the 
provinces can submit to the military occupation of the Can- 
adas as a permanent system of government. Or will the 
mother country reduce the colonies to a desert and call that 
peace? Np, they will become free and their freedom will 
be for the common benefit of America. Independent, in 
close association with ns, the navigation of the St Law- 
rence and the lakes, the Atlantic fisheries, and the fur trade 
of the north west, each of us delivered from border troubles 
and controversies, and both possessed of similar political 
institutions ; North America would then present one har- 
monious American whole, from the Gulf of Mexico to the 
Artie sea.” 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


Further Executions at Montreal. 

On tlto 15llt Feb., 1339, Brigadier General Charles Hinde- 
fan®- was executed. He died as be lived — a generous and 
gallant Frenchman, the friend of the oppressed, the soldier of 
liberty. He was born at Paris, March ‘25t!i, It 10, and com- 
manded the Canadians at Napierville and Odletown, Nov. 1638. 

The day previous to Ins execution, his follow prisoners pre- 
pared a dinner, to which were invited Messrs. Hindelang and 
V)e Lori mat", and Baron Fratelin. At the dessert the brave De 
Ln rimer was called upon for a sentiment, and gave the follow- 
ing : 

“My Country— May it never forget that brave men have 
.sacrificed their lives on the scaffold. A Patriot I Ivtve lived, 
and a Patriot 1 shall die! Woe to tyrants : their reign will 
soon bo at an end !” 

After which Mr. llindelang was called upon to give a sen- 
timent, and he spoke in the following m inner : 

“Brethren in misfortune — 1 am nearly a pertect stranger to 
you nil: my acquaintance with most or you is indeed very lim- 
ited, and may be traced only to the camp at Naperville. But 
still, bow can I account for the great attachment l leel tor you 
all? if it is not because in common we all aspire lor liberty, 
and because in common wo arc all the sons of the same moth 
or. France! O France ! thou which received my first breath; 
thy son, who to-morrow shall die on tho gallows in a strange 
land, is yet attached to thee! Yes; I cannot think ol thee 
without shedding a tear; hut it is the tear of affection. Adieu! 
land of the sage and the brave ! 1 have not dishonored thee. 

I have been faithful to the motto of a Frenchman—' ‘death 
kathkr than dishonor !’ I have taken up arms in lavor of 
the oppressed against the oppressor. I have been unsuccess- 
ful, and have fallen into the hands of cruel, ungenerous, sav- 
age enemies, who know nothing about an honorable warfare. 
But they have not been able to conquer mv feelings. 1 am yet 
devoted to the holy cause of universal freedom, and shall die 
with a conscience void of guilt, in regard to. having lilted my 
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arm in favor of the Canadian struggle. Can the blood of so 
many valuable citizens be spill with impunity? Will not the 
Canadians revenge it? And you, my dear brethren, who arc 
in chains, whose wives and daughters have been polluted by 
the licentious British soldiers; whose homes, where once joy 
reigned with viitue, have been made desolate — shall not your 
cruel treatment be revenged? Yes: it shall he revenged! and 
1 appeal to the justice of the Almighty; for his curse, will sure- 
ly rest upon a people who render themselves guilty of such 
crimes. 1 see some among you are shedding tears. Allow 
me here to borrow the words of him who was sent to save the 
world: “Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but for 
yourselves and children ” No, my dear I rionds, it ought not 
to be for me that you weep; but shed tea rs over the woes of your 
unfortunate country. As to myself, the deed will soon be done. 
Aye; before twenty-four hours, I shall be a lifeless corpse; but 
your country, my dear brethren, shall exist, ei'lier in happi- 
ness or misfortune. It belongs, then, to its sons to show 
whether tla-y are willing to be freemen or the abject slaves of 
the British. But you have need of foreign aid. O France ! 
hast thou forgotten that, on this side of the vast ocean, thou 
hast sons who yet speak thy language — who have religiously 
kept all thy customs? It thou hast not forgotten them, to their 
help then ! Do not allow the haughty English to annihilate 
them in defiance of all treaties, and contrary to all rules ol 
national eijuiU ! But my voice is altered. I think ol join 
national woes, my dear friends, and at the same time my head 
is troubled with the phantom of my poor aged mother, when 
she shall hear that J have perished on the scaffold, in a foreign 
land; and that, loo, by the merciless hands of Britons ! O, 
God ! grant her the necessary courage. My dear friends, let 
some of you write how firm and resigned I was to my unmer- 
ited late; and tell her that l died like a Frenchman. Liberty 
cannot he bought too dear for your unhappy country, and 
willingly, and with a contented heart, make a sacrifice of rny 
life for your country’s cause. O! brave companions, (turning 
toward the other persons who were to suffer with him.) to-mor- 
row is the day of trouble — not for us, but for our inends.— 
Your names— mv name, shall be engraved in letters of gold 
on the altar ofliberty. Now, my friends, I shall give you the 
following sentiment: Canada — I value not n'V file, i t ion 
canst be once freed from English slavery. U is the smccie 
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wish of one who to-morrow will suffer death for thee. The day 
will yet come when thy sons will remember, in their days of 
jubilee, that Charles Hi ndelang, a foreigner, was n martyr for 
their sokes, and a victim of English hatred. ” 

While these noble souls were sealed at table, several Bri- 
tish officers, and the editors of the lory papers of Montreal, 
came into the ward* to have a glance at the victims, which 
a thirst for blood had doomed to a violent death, and to their 
astonishment, found these men, whom ihey expected to see in 
deep melancholy, seated at tables, and expressing the most no- 
ble sentiments of patriotism and liberty- During the speeches 
of Do Lorimer and Hindelang. several of these lories were 
seen shedding tears. This heart-rending scene did affect them! 
and none but the most callous and eon science- seared could re- 
frain from showing marks of sympathy for the unfortunate 
subjects ol* British cruelty. 

Mr. Iicndelang wrote a letter to Baron Fra tel in on the night 
previous to, and another on the morning of, his execution, as 
follows: 

Montreal Prison, 14th. Feb. 1839. 

My dear Baron — In a few hours more, it will be all over 
with me in this world. We have just separated from each oth- 
er. I have received your last and fraternal embrace, and yet 
a desire of still chatting clings to rne. Let us then converse. 
The conduct of those who think themselves the masters of this 
country is really strange. I have just been told that the offi- 
cers on guard here make a great affair of my courage, from 
haring seen me at my case at table. This does not surprise 
me; for in general that is a field of battle on which the Eng- 
lish like better to fall than withdraw from. However, we 
must do them justice: for the loyal volunteers have o\er them 
the advantage, of joining to that quality a first rate talent for 
narration. For prooT of this, I have only to refer you to the 
magnificent account of the battle at Odlevilic, as given by 
Lieut. Col. Taylor. Such pleasant lies can only come from 
under the wig of a courageous volunteer. Their reputation at 
the long bow is great; and in that service M r. Taylor deserves 
more than the rank of Colonel. It is quite pleasing to hear 
him relate how his brave soldiers acquitted themselves of their 
duty. The dear Colonel’s fine dream, and the brilliant char- 
ges of his men did not wear out their shoes* We left Napier- 
ville in a body of between five and six hundred men; and as 
the Colonel is probably endowed with double vision, he sees in 
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that body between nine and eleven hundred. A few only of 
his men ventured out of their stone church; and nine of his 
men ventured to learn, at their own cost, that there were also 
brave men outside among the Canadians. It is really shame- 
ful that a mat] should dare to boast of such trifles. The whole 
body of volunteers is hut a company of starvlings, that eter- 
nally shout “God save the Queen,” because they cannot 
gel their living by other means. Do but show yourselves Ca- 
nadians, and these paltry beings will be soon bid in the dust. 

I should like to see a few hundred such men as we know, and 
of whom there arc many in this country, at the heels of these 
beggars O, that it were so, but once; and all would soon he 
right. I can write no more, my thoughts run so fast. All I 
can sav is, to morrow we are to serve as an exhibition for these 
shabby rascals. O, I have a mind to laugh in their faces. I 
die content and feel the happy satisfaction of having done nil 
in my power. They hung me, they say, to serve as an exam- 
ple. 1 hope it may be one ! May every stranger bring to the 
cause ns much willingness as 1 did, and the hanger shall be 
hanged — each one in his turn — that is but just. Baron, if ono 
of these red-coats falls into your hands, show him the same 
road, that he may bring me news of you; but remember well, 
that 1 am a General, and that I require something good — at 
least a Colonel — if less than that FU send him back to you. 
One grows tired of trifling. It is midnight; and at nine o’clock 
1 must go. Adieu! 1 know you want a serious letter; but no 
man can be held to impossibilities. Our evening party was too 
stormy. Tear all this up, and let us say no more about it. 1 
have awakened from my sleep, and recommence in the hop® 
of doing better. CHARLES HINDELANG. 

Montreal Prison, } 

Feb. 15th, 1839, morning, 5 o’clock. $ 
Dear Baron — Before vengeance and cruelty shall have al- 
together destroyed the thoughts of a man who despises these 
sentiments, but who leaves them to his murderers, I wish again 
to communicate to you my manner of viewing things, though 
you already know it There are persons who understand each 
other, and require but a glance of (be eye for a word. The 
gallows claims its prey! An English hand has erected it ! 
Cruel and savage nation ! Arrogant run! ungenerous people ! 
In recalling to this unhappy country the ages of barbarity; 
9 U rpussing them in atrocity, why have you not also preserved 
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all their usages? Torture is yet wanting to complete your 
joy ! Ah! if you but dared! Are ye not masters? What 
tear ye then? One foul deed more can cost little for such souls. 
I laugh at your gibbet! I should laugh at your efForts to lor- 
meni your victims! Liberty, O Liberty! how beautiful would 
it be again to sutler for you! How delightful would it be 
to make the Canadians comprehend the strength and courage 
your lovers receive while serving you! Awaken then Canadi- 
ans! Hear ye not the voice of your brothers? It calls ye! 
That voice comes from the grave, ll asks not for vengeance, 
hut cries aloud unto you to be free. Will it! and it is done. 
Behold! behold ye English — tin’s soil that ye tread, ye have 
bathed in generous hired! Jt will bear ye no longer. Race, 
accursed! passed is thy reign. When the brave Canadians 
shall awake, you, Baron, shall he with them. You will aid 
them, and 1 shall bless you — you, and all who shall act like 
you. And thou, O France! have not thy generous sons learn- 
ed that here they ha\e brothers? Recall then all thy well mer- 
ited hatred against these English. Were it in their power, 
they would not spare thee. Adieu! dear Boron. Adieu! my 
worthy Iriend. By you, I shnii be remembered. I shall live 
in your heart, as also in that of every generous friend. No! 
no! death, there is nothing fearful in thee! when long and glo- 
rious remembrance is left behind! My body to the butchers — 
but my thoughts and my heart belong to my family and to my 
friends! Bo be happy; and never forget one of your good and 
faithful comrades. [Signed.] 

CHARLES I11NDELANG. 

A little before the time appointed for his execution, the Pro- 
vost Marshal entered his cell, and informed him that he must 
be prepared. “I am already prepared for your butchery,” 
said the noble sufferer. “ I die with no remorse; and, thank 
God, my conscience is clear of all guilt.” When the Provost 
Marshal came to pinion his arms, Mr. Ilindelang became very 
much excited, and said, 44 Aie you not satisfied with having 
tortured me when you took me to my trial? Look at these 
wrists, and see how I have suffered. But the work must bo 
finished. There will re a day of vengeance yet.” The 
door of his cell having been opened, the first person he saw was 
one of his fellow sufferers, Chevalier De Loiimer, who in a 
loud voice greeted him with these words — “Courage! it will 
soon be over!” Mr. Hindclang, in a cheerful and firm voice 
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answered, ‘*003111 is nothing to a Frenchman who dies in the 
cause of Liberty!” It is impossible for any one to describe 
the heart-rending scene that took place, when the other prison- 
ers came to bid adieu to their unfortunate comrades. Shortly 
after, the prisoners were ordered to proceed towards the scaf- 
fold, which they did with that firmness which showed they 
were not afraid to die. On the scaffold. Brig. Gen. Hindelang 
canto forward and addressed the multitude there assembled in 
l!ie following terms; 

•• On this scaffold, erected by the hands of Englishmen, l 
declare that I die with the conviction of having duly fulfilled rnv 
duty. The sentence by which l am condemned to death is 
unjust. I willingly and cheerfully pardon those who hive pro- 
nounced it. The cause for which fan) about to be sacrificed is 
great and noble. I am proud of it; and do not fear death. 
The blood which has been spilt in it, shall be redeemed and 
appeased by blood only. May the responsibility . fall on those 
who are guilty. Canadians! in bidding you a iast farewell, l 
bequeath to you the motto of France, ‘*Vivf. la Liberty!” 

Thus w a s a noble, bravo, and generous Frenchman sacrifi- 
ced by the foes of freedom in a British Province, to appease 
the vengeance of offended torytsm. Thus ended the precious 
life of a man whose philanthropy lead him to tread the paths 
of danger, and whose greatness of soul impelled him onward 
in the footsteps of the illustrious La Fayette! 

With him suffered the worst that a cruel and barbarous go- 
vernment could inflict, in the bloom of youth, the brave Chev- 
alier De Lorimier, descended of an ancient and honorable 
French family, and blessed with a lovely wife and three in- 
fants, the priiie of his heart. He was thirty-five years old, a 
Notary I ublic ol Montreal. When this gallant young man 
was cut down from the gallows, the following letter was found 
in his bosom, close to his heart, addressed to his poor, distress- 
ed Harriet: 

Montreal, New jail, Feb. 15, 1939, > 

7 o’clock A. :M. ^ 

My dkar and well beloved wife: — On the eve of mv 
leaving my dungeon to mount the political scaffold already 
reddened with the blood of many victims who have thereon 
preceded me, conjugal duty and my own inclination prompt 
me to write you a word, ere I appear before God, the supreme 
judgo of my soul. In the short space of time which has oassed 
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from the day of our sacred union to the present moment, you 
have made me, my dear wife, truly happy. You have been 
wanting in nothing, towards me; all has been friendship, kind- 
ness, and sincerity. For all those virtues on your part 1 have 
never been ungrateful. On this very day, blood-thirsty assas- 
sins a. re learning me from your arms; they can never elfice my 
remembrance from your heart; of that I am well convinced. 
They lake away from you your support and protector, and the 
father of your dear unfortunate children. Providence, together 
with your friends, the friends of my country shall provide tor 
them. They have not given mo time to see my two' dear little 
children, so that I could press them to mv paternal bosom, and 
give them a last farewell. They have even deprived me of 
seeing my good old father, my brothers and sisters, to bid them 
an eternal adieu. Ah cruel thought!! Nevertheless 1 forgive 
with all my heart. 

As to you. dear, you must take courage and impress on your 
mind that vou must live for the sake of your unfortunate chil- 
dren, who will ho greatly in need of the maternal care of a 
tender and devoted mother. They shall know no more my ca- 
resses and my cares for thorn. I assure you, my dear Harriet 
that if from theelherial world, it were were permitted me still to 
aid and protect you. 1 should bind up your broken heart. I would 
soothe your sorrow, I would watch by day anti hover found 
vour pillow by night! My dear little children will he deprived 
of my caresses, but they will be doubly caressed by vou, so 
that they may not feci the deep loss they shall have to rrviurn 
over. I shall see you no moje in this world. O what a thought! 
Hut you, my dear Harriet, you may see me once more and 
for the last time; then shall l be cold — inanimate and disfigur- 
ed — motionless in — death, the tears of my Harriet, the heaving 
of her bosom, the agony of her heart, l ! l! not witness; but the 
thought unmans me, I feel not for myself, for I am prepared — 
It is mv Harriet! my own Harriet!! I finish by offering to 
the eternal God the most sincere prayers for your comfort 
and happiness, and that of my dear little children. Yesterday 
evening you received my last embraces, and my last verbal 
adieu. Nevertheless from my cold, damp and lonely cell, with 
all the pfennrntioiis of death before me, 1 give you my ln'-t 
FAREWELL. Your kind an Moving husband, chained like 
a murderer, and his arms soon to be pinioned, wishes you. mv 
dear Harriet, happiness, if ever y our broken heart can enjoy 
it. Be then h-jppv, mv dear and unfortunate wile, as also my 
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dear little children, it is the most ardent prayer of my soul — 
adieu mv tender wile, once more adieu: and be happy, 

Your unfortunate husband, 

CHEVALIER DE LORI M ER. 

Mr. De Lo rimer petitioned Sir John Colborne, for a re- 
prieve of a few days,’ on account of professional business 
winch lie wished to’sellle before death — Sir John disregard- 
ed it. 

With De Lorimer and Ilindelang suffered Joseph N. Car- 
dinal and Joseph Duquette. The hitter wore taken prison- 
ers by the ( ‘atigiinawaga Indians, who petitioned .Sir John 
Colborne to spare their lives. They were, gentlemen of ir- 
reproachable character, its will be seen by the Indian peti- 
tion - but they loved liberty, and that was enough to doom 
them to the g/j lows. 

PETITION OP TUP INDIANS OP ST. LOUIS IN 
BEHALF OF MESSRS. CARDINAL AND DU- 
QUETTE. 

To his Excellency Sir John Colborne , Governor 
General, A’c dpe. 

M'iie Undersigned, Indians, 

Humbly shcWeth: That we have been struck 
with grief in learning that our father had determined to ptu 
to death two of the prisoners that we have captured: Joseph 
N. Cardinal and Joseph Duquette. 

We approach, then, our father, to supplicate him to spare 
the life of these unfortunate men. They have done us no 
harm. They have not imbrued their hands in their breth- 
eren’s blood. Why spill theirs? if there must be victims, there 
will be enough besides them, of unfortunate men, who are 
a thousand times more guilty than they. 

The wife and children of the one, the aged mother of 
the other, join their tears to our voice in imploring rnercy 
from you. 

The services that we have rendered her majesty; those 
that the Queen do yet expect from us, and which wo will 
not hesitate to render her in proper time, induce us to be 
24 
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And we shall never cease to pray unto the great spirit tor 

or "" r ,i " hc, ' > “" d ' ,ur •'» 

1 his petition was delivered by an Indian Chief, toactli 
ci Midi the following letters; but the toiies declared* the 
gallows must be glutted; and Sir John was detern.i.Ied to 
give them a surf eit ot the choicest victims. Neither nrav 
ers nor supplications— the weeping wife, nor the wail in J 
.np.hu-, had any rfSM. sir j„l!„ hj,’^ 

Oliiefj! Kf* Tl " s nionsler (old (ho 'India,, 

Citiel l.mt a good character made a good victim ” 

Letter from Mrs. Duquette to Sir John Oolbornc askitw 
tor the pardon ot her son. ’ ask,n S 

May it please your Excellency: The aged mother ot an 

of the U ?bis S S ° n f ikT i" d age ,las brot ^ ,u 0,1 the verge 
I the abyss,— tails at the feet of your Excellency, with 

i " Her r ,curt ? l,( a sobbl1 '- voice, to beg from vour 
Excellency her sons pardon. To-morrow the fatal order 
by which the tlt.ead-ei bis life is to be cut, is to be put mo 
execution. Must he die in the morning of his life” He 
who is the only support of the latter days of his »<r e d care 
worn mother-lie who is the only protection of hiTth™ 
younger s.s.ers-he who is a perfect mode! of & K 
and tin erna! love— he, who is cherished by all his frauds’ 
Must the young and tender head fall a sacrifice on the 
bloody scaffold ? Must your petitioner with Iter remaining 
children, he reduced to beg lor their daily bread? flow- 
eier abundant that bread might be, it would always be eat- 
en in bitterness of soul, for it would come no more from 
he bauds of a beloved son, art idolized brother ! And all 
this because the unfortunate young man had allowed him- 
self lot a moment to be led astray and had given way to a 
storm which had enrol loped so many of age and experi- 
etice, No, no! your heart which has experienced the feelings 
♦f paternal love must feel compassion for my situation — 
You cannot disdain my prayer, the prayer of an unfortun- 
ate mother; and if you do not give me back my son, you 
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will at least commute his sentence, aud give him time for 
repentance. You will remember that he lias not spilled a 
single drop of the blood of his fellow creatures. You will 
not'forget that he has already suffered— you will not forget 
also what your petitioner has suffered for him, when she was 
driven from her home by the fire killed by the hand of the 
incendiary. Pardon, which is a kingly virtue, ought to be 
your most noble pleasure. Pardon then my son; and all 
jus compatriots shall join me in blessing your memory.— 
Pardon my son, and experience will teach the whole world 
that clemency and not rigor, is the nucleus of loyalty. And 
vour petitioner will not cease to implore heaven for the pre- 
servation and glory of your Excellency, and for the happi- 
ness of your family. 

L. DURAND, widow Duquette. 


MRS CARDINAL’S LETTER TO LADY COL- 

■ borne, soliciting iier intercession in 

BEHALF OF HER HUSBANDS LIFE. 

My Lady . — You are a wife, you are a mother ! A wife, 
a mother, driven by despair, forgetting the rules of etiquette 
overstepping the great distance by which she is separated, 
from your ladyship,, is falling at your feet trembling with 
fear and her heart broken, to beg for the life of her beloved 
husband, and of the father of her five children I The death 
warrant is already signed!! The fatal hour is drawing 
nigh I To-morrow I alas, to-ruorrow ! God ! oh God ! I 
have not the strength to look forward to a destiny so horri- 
ble. The very thoughts of it fill my soul with despair:— 
what will bo the reality 7 Oh, I shall never be able to bear 
such a calamity ! The blow which will cut the thread o! 
his life, will be but one for us both. Happy would I he if 
another existence did not depend on mine ! ! But my un- 
happy child will never see the light ! He will perish with 
his mother under the scaffold, where his father who deser- 
ved a better fate, had perished. O God ! is it thus that thou 
pnnishest? No.!! pardon this blasphemy ! Mm only have 
recourse lo such dec}) vengeance! Men only cause the in- 
nocent to perish with the gulity, — guilty what do I say' ; 
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and my husband, what has he been guilty 0 f ? The mos 
tliat can be made ol it, is that in a single moment ol excite- 
ment, or latlici a moment ol weakness that lost him his 

sworn enemy, who had resolved on his death 

that same man, could not convict him of asiijjgle act of vi- 
olence ! must liis blood he spilled; him, who far from spit- 
ting the blood of his fellow creatures, never injured unv 
one during tire whole course of his life? For it is an 
atrocious calumny to say that he brought other people to 
their rnin. Of a very timid disposition, "niid very little «iv- 
en to society — enjoying the pleasure of life but hi the midst 
ol his family, who adored him— he had no part in the no- 
tation which preceded the last scenes of woe. It was then 
iii his peaceable home that a sudden and and unforeseen 
movement surprised him. Weak, he allowed himself to be 
ltd ash ay by a torrent against which the strongest man. 

would have resisted in vain. He made no victims on the 

contrary he is a victim himself. This, his crime (if it 
is one), has he not already expiated? Has he not already 
suffered too much ? and during the time that he was lyim<- 
rn his lonely dungeon, neglected by all, did we not, vour 
humble petitioner and her children, suffer enough on his 
account? Once happy with him, although in the hum- 
hler walks of life, have we not been banished from our 
homes by the lighted torch of tho incendiary ? Have we 
not been striptof every article -we had, even of the. clotliei; 
fiorit our hacks ? Have we nol been reduced to live on the 
bread, given unto us by the munificence of the Almighty, 
through the hands ol those charitable people, who for the 
sake ot heaven take pleasure in dispensing to the ncedv 
those treasures which are put into their bauds ? And you 
my lady, what tieasnres lias not heaven put into your hands? 
has it not given you immense influence over the mind and 
on the heart of one who at this moment directs our desti- 
nies? Do as the charitable people to whom I have just 
now alluded, turn those treasures to your eternal advantage 
and to thaCof your husband whom you cherish, and of those 
children who are your glory and happiness.. Oh ! human- 
:tv certainly is not banished from this land of vengeance— 
it must have taken refuge undoubtedly in the hearts of wo- 
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men, in the hearts of mothers as yours is. Humanity shall 
speak through your lips— it shall be persuasive, eloquent 
and irresistible — it shall stop liio sword of death, now ready 
to immolate so many victims — it shall bring joy into the 
hearts of so many unfortunate beings; who dread the rising 
of to-morrow’s sun- — it shall be heard even in heaven, and 
shall be registered in the BOOK of life. 

EUGENIE ST. GERMAIN. 

Wife of Joseph Narcesse Cardinal. 

On Sept. 29, the Buffalo, convict ship, sailed from Que- 
bec to Botany Bay, with 139 of those gallant patriots, who 
escaped the gallows. In this penal colony the English 
government sends vast numbers of her subjects unto the 
most horrible slavery, insomuch that many hang and drown 
themselves rather than suffer under the stripes of their 
task masters. On board this British slave ship were 59 
Lower Canadian prisoners, and about 80 others, chiefly 
American citizens, whose gallant and heroic efforts at Wind- 
sor and Prescott Canadian tyrants could neither endure nor 
forgive. Alter keeping them nearly a year in jails, giving 
them mock trials, sentencing them to be hung, drawn and 
quartered, Gov. Pouletl Thomson wrote to Colborne to send 
them into perpetual slavery. They were heavily manacled, 
chained in couples, like dogs, conveyed lo Quebec, a humil- 
iating spectacle, put on hoard the slave ship, stript of their 
clothes, their heads shaved, canvass shirts pu t on them, their 
dresses made like those of rogues and felons. They were 
then, stowed away in the hold, like wild beasts, heavily 
chained! 103 of them have wives and 3-S7 children ! 

Thus iar the Canadian Patriots have been unfortunate. 
Death has cut some off on the scaffold — the field and in the 
jails ; many of them are in chains in penal colonies, and 
still a greater number suffering in exile, their properly des- 
troyed, and their families abandoned without succor. But 
the wounds of their bleeding country shall be healed. After 
the disasters of anarchy and a bloody revolution, the peace- 
ful Canadian, and the proscribed assertors of liberty, will yet 
behold on the borders of the St. Lawrence, the revival of 
liberty and happiness. 

24* 
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NATURALIZED CITIZENS. 


In the Upper Province, loyalty to the sovereign, from 
other causes, besides the continuous course of oppression 
and misrule, hitherto pursued by the British government, 
is last decaying, even in the breast of those who from the 
instilled prejudices of an early education thought it crimi- 
nal iu the highest degree, to be otherwise than sacredly 
attached to the person of their sovereign, and with their 
lives to maintain the dignity of that article called a Crown. 
The notion of sovereign and subject, relatively considered, 
they regard , and very correctly, as implying nn acknow- 
ledgement that the King or Queen or whoever sways the 
royal sceptre of Great Britain, has a constitutional, heredi- 
tary property in their persons. They are, also, aware, 
though possessed of a little more political privileges than 
die actual slave of the south, that by the laws of England 
they stand iu a worse relation to their sovereign than a ne- 
gro slave does to his master. For the Crown claims, and 
by a pretended constitutional right insists- on the allegiance 
of its subjects, of every description, during their lives. iNor 
can the King grant the right of expatriation, without the 
action of Parliament. Neither can any net of rite subject 
expatriate hinself, or transfer his allegiance- to any other 
sovereign, power, or potentate whatever — hence once a 
subject, forever a subject.” Even the ultra tories deprecate 
this claim of the British government, as contrary to the 
laws of nature, and now begin to feel and look upon it, as 
a sore and crying evil. The moment a British subject re- 
nounces and abjures his allegiance to the crown of Great 
Britain, and becomes a naturalised citizen of the United 
States, he is by viittre of the soleitiu contract entered 
into between him and the government, possessed of all 
the rights and immunities of a natural born citizen, and its 
protection guarantied to him as sir ’h, on the condition that 
he perform the same routine of dirties required of the other 
class'of citizens, in time of peace or war. But Great Bri- 
tain disregards this protection so solemnly and sacredly 
vouched by the government of the United States. For in 
the event of a war between them, should any of this class 
of citizens ho taken prisoner in the American ranks, with 
arms in his hands, he would suffer the penalty of death, 
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notwithstanding his citizenship, for daring to transfer an 
allegiance, which the laws of England declare to he per- 
petual. In consequence of this savage, slavish and ever- 
lasting claim of Great Britain on the person and allegiance 
of Iter bond subjects. Thousands, and thousands to the 
back of that, who would cheerfully aid and asist the gov- 
ernment of their choice and adoption, to repel every inva- 
sion of the British, and volunteer to drive the last vestige 
of her sickening influence from the continent of North - 
America, will hold hack, and look on as mere anxious 
spectators, nor can the government, we should imagine, 
from its inability to perform its part of the naturalization 
contract, compel them to take arms in such a case. 'Phis is 
a grievance which calls loudly for the interposition of Con- 
gress. A grie.tr »nce, which, in time of war, the American 
government will feel the effects, il not settled before hand. 
In fact, it appears from recent events, that a citizenship in 
the United States whether of the natural or naturalized 
kind is no protection, cither in war or peace. A number 
of highly respected and noble hearted citizens volunteered 
their services to aid the oppressed Canadians in their effort 
to throw off the galling yoke of bondage under which they 
labored. While thus nobly employed, some of them were 
taken prisoners by British bondsmen; the ex-President dis- 
owned them as citizens. Consequently, a number were 
hung, and many transported as felons for life. On the 
other hand, a gang of British desperadoes invade the Uni- 
ted States, in time of profound pence; murder, maim, and 
slaughter unsuspecting citizens when fast asleep ; board 
and burn an American steam boat, in an American harbor. 
The case is laid before the British Parliament for redress. 
For two long years they declined acknowledging it ns an 
authorized act of the government, until one of the midnight 
assassins is taken — a true bill of indictment for murder and 
arson, found against him, by twenty-three enlightened 
grand juryman — then Great Britain acknowledges the mur- 
derous act ns clone by her authority , claims the culprit as 
a British subject; demands his immediate release under an 
insolent threat of war in case of refusal I Notwithstanding 
the crime with which he stands charged, exceeds in magni- 
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tilde and atrocity any of those for which the unfortunate 
American citizens were hung and quartered in Canada, in 
1S3S and 5 39. Are such bloody deeds, perpetrated on nil* 
offending American citizens, oil American soil, to be tole- 
rated by’tbe American government, while its free-born citi- 
zens are doomed to death or banishment by the despotic 
government of Great Britain, for nobly aiding the oppressed 
.against the oppressor'? 


conclusion. 


li e unicr has endeavored, in the foregoing pacr es (o 
p< the reader in possession offacts to enable bun 
of the coudnion of tile neigh boring Provinces And 
though, m so doing, he freely admits his pnlirill p'rVd^lic 
tmmyand the bias consequent thereon ; yet the reader nr-- 

r| o say nothing of the destruction of hr, man life in the 
,f '' \ ' 011 the seilffolc l’ Vet the destruction of progeny- - 

the outrages upon womcn-tbe rending of domestic lies 
-me lonely wanderings-the ij^ultS of liclmiotts 
tones and Oiangemen— the midnight burnings ; ;is ; n the 
Dis lrnii of Beat! barn ois, where, for twenty mile, soinre 
every Hid motion was destroyed in the depth of white and 
where hundreds of worhgn mid clnidren perished 'in !he 
)oi‘c ail, the secrets of the l>rho,i House 
Who shall reveal them? Think of nearly ,wo thousand 
oi the bes.. munii the: Canadas, being in prison at. ents 
iiu., and m such prisons, too ! and not a few of them in 

l J Tl e' o hhmkf: b t0 P roll ’ ct iJjcm from die cold. 

.e.-iiutold .sufferings of these men, in these Royal dim- 
geutis, .ike those interred alive in the gloomy calls of the 
state prison of Prance, may be imagined, hul can never bo 

mom B aS w,!l hc roraettJbered ' vhe;i 

W , , “The Eastilfi; 

1c horrid lowers: lh? abode of broken iiearU- 
yc ca^es o/'daspair 

VVhict 1 rnonarchs have supplied irora e<r G j 0 a „ e 

W ah o, US , c , Mils UmrsmertigZ ears; ° 

I ne cries and groan.* of miserable ur-ii." 

Then again, look at the exiles. How many thousands 
L!uin ai ' e theJ?e tunv slung the lines, who may almost be 
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said to have no homes? They had a home once, lev on 
the l akes and the St. Lawrence; and the beneficent gov- 
ernment there, it is title, will now penult them to leuun 
But to return to what? Do they want to see the drtin aai 
hounds of the faction in possession of their substance, ana 
themselves the objects of scorn, as the acceptors of an inso- 
lent pardon? Not they. ... ( , . 

They hope to see their own firesides again, to be aiie . 
but not bv menus of John Prince’s Amnesty bill. I hey 
hope better things than that; “and for ho,.^ «. ke 
,!,ey are willing still longer to endure. “ 1 bey bide then 

time.'’ They know that 

l; God moves in u mysterious way 
His wonders lo perform.’* 

and that “in proportion to the magnitude of events, docs 
lie give them the greater circle to move in.' 

One word to my fellow Exiics— 

“Poor wanderers o’er life s t*toi my sea, ^ 

IIow from wave lo Wave you’re driven. 

Yet :! cheer tip awhile.” 

“Wliat though the field be lost? 

All is rot lost.” 

Let us look at our affairs for a moment. Three yegrs ago. 
Sir George Arthur wrote to lus lord and inastei, the 
cretavv lor the Colonies, that “Order reigned m he Pro- 
vince •” just as the Czar announced over the smoking ra- 
ins ofPoland, that “ Order reigned in Warsaw. ' He hat 
driven us all out : and had made our homes desolate cm i 
companions were in his jails ; and he was laying ^ • 

leriug unction’ to his soul, and crying, Peace, Peace, 
where is it? Since then Colborne has gone home, w ith 
blood of St. Mustache upon his soul. Bond Head, the ma- 
jor of the wagon train-wherc is he? Durham ^ lt ! ^ 
disgraced, and died, a broken-hearted 
oftcr bcin 0- delivered of that abortion, the > . 

died also."" And Arthur himself, the ci-devant gonler ; the 
Col Arthur of Van Dieman’s Land, that “ hell upon ea.tb, 
whom Lord Glenlg sent to rule over us -where is he? 
Gone also. He began his career with dabbling m the 
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biood of Lount and M-mi 

widows and twenty- two omLn,^ in one day two 

blood of Abel, cry from the <?ro I™*' ,ik « the 

nark upon him, finds that “his n , ,’ish, “ & '• t3 ’ with Cain's 
he can bear.” And though iSr / '^renter than 

beverly Robinson, t! te American ° . ,eas * w,h : re >s John 
ou his hp, pronounced the sentenc#* w,, h u sneer 

proto-martyr j pum, at who&enbip hf»°i tJ . ]e ,nw »P°n the 

! le ; e be a upon cart), cndnni l h° °-" in P ;i,taken ? 
IS that man. Yerilv .i„ lf , , . .V 1 , 1 - ’'‘e pains of hell /„■ 

yet tins is but the fifst fe.its'on|J reW£,rd a »d 

In the meantime « n r ,j t ^ ' intake. 

The drunken Major of iTln- " War *™>” 

wuh his two hundred wl Leered' R- 1,1 Tomato, 

himself ; five block houses 'in “" do,,rs > as drunk as 
artillery m each ; two brass pieces nTih’ lh ° , C " y > witl » 
the windows of the B,„k „ f Vw, ,he . “^t-place ; 

;‘.ud loop-holed for musketry • , £ r ? P]"™*} Pinked up, 
lne !° ‘^erawe the city ; a police sm "/ ° ,,dai, »7 of the 
n ? r » ,n mrch of secret meetin g p™""’* ,n, ° ever y cor- 
vmce disarmed, and the sc.un ’’nf u 1 pU nce of the Pr <>- 
"?oy call their guardiW the ^P’Hanon, whom 

vi.bige and over-awin^ all ,. IC!5 ’ troo P s in every 
and guarding the pol!s°at th estatl °n of public feeling 
down with s^oru'oX cntS Sn C,eCtk *” S ’ *" d 
look back upon them with feelino-c° "I ’ , , 11 - ,ind ^ la ^an t who 
and all this they call « Order i, Warsaw!’™ £'? Prali ° n 5 
Uloer up, then, my fellow Exiles Be U So * 

*\ V |T ,lat l!, ? U§r '' t,le fieItl «» toil? 

:s not lost.” 

But is the field lost? Yah /- 

where we were, thrpn ** xn0f0 ls ^ot. Here we are 
“Ready, aye ready.’' J ’he Provi 1800,1 of ^ r, ’fiirlsetane’ 
oally speaking, a fLckaie m i^? ' ^ P^- 

t0 them - Like Pyrrhus of |-’„in,V << P ay 0 ns ’ Is death 
ry, and they are ruined ” fVeitf« one more such victo- 
ne.ther Mr. Pox, with all his d nln™ pro - ressil ^ which 
ney changers, who have intr n \ P "° r a|1 l, ie mo- 

1 emplc ol Libertv. who assist h m^ ‘ ,e,r ‘ ables the 
denounce t, as “ ^ 


2q^ . coNd-tisioK* 

S™vr'; iXP3^h* - w — ,: ^ 


over, - . 

him ; but, - ^ who . like me. fame from ihe 

,. A"' 5;s,S!£Si fc flood,- h«w i r *ta> *j» 

SSWS^i^c* I!, '" s ; 1 or 1 'T,r: s : 

UO ‘ f\st. Paul liad been « p^t-^n.lje would uav«, 

surra*** *** *« 

o„r U»om» div* thou' good IJ**,W»P »" lto " «•»*” 

BmmMmm oml CWW>*% "Jj 
,,., m u s oi Glencoe. Remember Wallace., mid mo 
, c.u se jVloiiiirlli. 1 Remember the Bruce, and bow i u '• c- cr * 

! Inins- I f when an exile' on Rocrin. Remember, too, Unit 
-o bndsilfdrd&i ¥>& when yon look up- 
on vcmr children, ror^llttber that iliogreatest mart (, l igno-1 
mi ii v that can be cast upon an American ot the prcwmi 
A v' - ltt{n qav _His father was a tory ol the lvv-nlitiun . 

r’ur.dians ' for upwards of sixty years yomhnva borne 
Willi a patience bordering on servility, a ^ continued satma 
of insnh and oppression, the bitterness of whic.i none Jjtu 
; r souls the iron has entered can dewntae. 

Your prayers have been contemned ; yonr eUnynbjecU, 

while UereWn* iheir obnslitmiofe # «< ^“^^PSrhiet 
,u. v „ mmv like dogs than men- 1 he public mi on w,I,tn 
S ',! ift ira T Till liable' by yvm industry, tore I gw 
C-S ,viiL-vit your consent, to simulators; yonr Kehonl 
£S,vcS shut up ; ymtr halls ol log»h.ln» 
into a toiuuelilts house ; and finally, vottr tyrants by 
menus nf tlia Uni mi Bill, havu reduced ymir elcfeltve trail- 
cliise to tut engine of colonial vassalage, you have now 
nothin w left you but either to declare yoursel ves men, and 
follow Ihe, example of the immortal heroes ot / 6. or t.mi> - 
lv submit and suffer. 

THE END. 
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